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Roulette Wheel’ of 15 Gambling 
Casinos Now Best Stands for Acts 


+ 


A route on the ‘Roulette Wheel’ 
Ys superceding all and any other 
dates as the most desirable variety 
booking. The newest and most 
sought after ‘circuit’ is composed of 
around 15 big gambling houses in 
the principal eastern, southern and 
middle western cities. For acts, the 
work is simple, the treatment pleas- 
ant and the payoff guaranteed. 

The gambling places use complete 
floor shows composed of several 
acts, an m.c. and a band, with a 
chorus the only missing element. 
They play the shows from one to 
two weeks each, spending from 

2,500 to $10,000 a week for talent. 

While mixing is encouraged, the 
women members of acts are pro- 
tected against rough stuff, they say, 
with the attitude of the guests to- 
ward performers decidedly different 
than in the average nite club or 
speakeasy. 

The rule chiefly impressed upon 
all talent is against participating in 
any of the games. In the old days 
the lowdown free and easies en- 
couraged, among other petty gyps, 
gambling by the actors. At the end 
of the week most of the actors had 
lost their salaries back to the house. 
This ig out in the big spots pres- 
ently playing floor shows. Some 

(Continued on page 42) 


If $300 Is doo Much 
For Burley’s Top Star, 
Why Burlesque at All? 


Ann Corio’s salary of $300 a week 
has been the cause of her losing 
two weeks in New York and two 
in Brooklyn and still another this 
week when the ‘Girls in Blue’ plays 
the Columbia stand in Union City, 
N. J. She is rated, the present teas- 
ing topper of all burlesque favs, 
such as they are. 

FirSt the Minskys refused to agree 
to the Corio salary and she was out 
of the show when it played their 
Apollo and Central. In Brooklyn 
Sam Raymond sidestepped for the 
Gayety and Star dates. 

Last week Jules Levenson in- 
formed the Columbia office he would 
not stand for the Corio money and 
the show went in Union City Mon- 
day without her. 

Miss Corio is under contract to 
Emmett Callahan, who engages 
her to other shows when she is not 
played by wheel managers. 











Ticket Agency Moves Off 
B’way—Too Much Rent 


The Arrow ticket agency sud- 
denly moved off Broadway last 
week, abandoning the store next to 


the Astor theatre for a side street. 
The volume of business this sea- 
S0n, after a losing summer, did not 
Cover the overhead. 

Joe Gransky, identified witli 
Arrow for years, is still in charge 


i 
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Softening the Blow 





One of the telegraph com- 
panies is now affixing stars, 
the tipoff that the message 
heralds a death, to wires an- 
nouncing financial reverses in- 
cluding calls for margin. 


PANICKY OVER 
CHUMP MONEY 
ON RIVIERA 


Paris, Nov. 30. 


With little chump money around, 
all the gambling joints and resorts 
are getting panicky. Entire Riviera 
life is under a cloud, since it’s the 
gambling that pays for most every- 
thing in that section. 

Casino at Menton has been closed 
for the winter, with that possibly 
aiding Monte Carlo a bit. 

Menton Casino closing is more 
significant by the fact that after the 
French government had lifted the 
gambling tax to make things easier 
for all the casinos, the Menton city 
government also lifted its gambling 
tax. With both taxes off, the Ca- 
sino still couldn’t make a go of it. 


‘LIES’ TOO SUGGESTIVE 
AS ADV. THEME SONG 


Censorship on songs and titles 
has arisen in the music industry be- 
cause radio is so finicky regarding 
titles. Before accepting a song, 
publishers now judge the value of 
its title for radio use. If the pub- 
lisher believes that the title will in 
any manner be objectionable to 
radio, and therefore limit its use on 
the air, it is rejected. 

Shapiro-Bernstein, as an example, 
is having a difficult time securing 




















plugs for its new tune, ‘Lies.’ Ad- 
vertisers are against using this 
song. Reason is that after an ad- 


vertising plug for its product, the 
account wouldn't want the an- 
nouncer to step forward and say, 
‘You will now hear the orchestra 
play “Lies”.’ 

Where once lurid titles were the 
order of the day, the publishers now 
tanish them. 
thing suggestive, and if radio won't 
use a song, then it’s no good to 
publishers. 

Ager, Yellen & Bornstein have a 


lcong called ‘You're Cheating Your- |! 


When You're Cheating On Me,’ 
finds difficult to spot on 


self 


which it 





the air. The title is too rough for 
radio's 1 oral code. 

Due to the trouble Ager, Yellen & 

(Continued on page 43) ‘ 





Radio won't use any- | Lere to stay. 


|a god-send to 


| for the 
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| gives them 
jing up an 


{ money 


(OCEAN SHARPS 
IN NEW GRAFT 


Card Vogue Produces Whole 
Breed of Easy Money 
Devotees — Public Hotel 
Games Help Racket An- 
gle—Propositions of Big 
Business Scope, and It 
Looks Permanent 








EQUALS $20 POKER 





Unquestionably the sweetest 
racket that has ever swept the 
country, involving the cream of the 
nation’s most legitimate citizens in 
its various ramifications, is the con- 
tract bridge thing. The game has 
captured the land. More than 200,- 
600 New Yorkers belong to the army 
of players who gather daily about 
bridge tables in homes, hotels, and 
clubs in the Metropolis. 


It is no exaggeration to estimate 
1,000,000 New Yorkers as bridge 
bugs, with the recruits swelling 
daily. Any game with such a vast 
following in one locale has its 1% 
of fanatics. Thus it is safe to say 
that 10,000 devotees of the game 
are contract bridge crazy. Apply- 
ing that ratio to all other cities, 
towns, and hamlets on the map 
leads one into staggering statistics. 


Bridge, without a doubt, is the 
greatest card game ever invented. 
It’s one game where skill and card 
sense must get the money. There 
are certain percentages in the bid- 
ding and playing of the cards that 
the shrewd card player will turn 
to his advantage. Since millions of 
dollars change hands each week 
over bridge tables and the game is 
popular with the best people and 
gaining steadily in favor with the 
public, it has proved itself a gay 
highway to easy money for those 
who find themselves expert. 

Meanwhile, the recreational as- 
pect of bridge, has acutely affected 
show business in general, and the 
legit theatre in particular, striking 
at its heart, the box office. It takes 
a hit show or a smash picture to 
lure the confirmed bridge addict 
away from a game. One of the 
most frequently heard expressions 
along Broadway these nights from 
one or more of a group of erstwhile 
show shoppers is, ‘Let’s go home 
and play bridge.’ 

Looks Like Stayer 

miniature golf, bridge is 
no passing fancy. It has stability 
as a social exercise and won't die 
the miserable death of the ouija 
board or cross-word puzzle. It’s 
As a means for climb- 
ing into class company, its proved 
card sharpers by 


Unlike 


additional reason that it 
an opportunity of strik- 
acquaintance with big 
men with the possibility of 
(Continued on page 54) 





| giving them easy entre into 
rames where while big money is 
seldom available a steady grind is 

| provided. Cheaters like the game! 


DGE MANIA MEAL TICKET 











\Lesit Sunday Benefits Yes and No 
As Test of Sabbath Draw Chances 





Even Low for Idlers 





Wine bricks reached a new 
low in New York Monday when 
6th avenue vendors took hold. 
Glittering letters in temporary 
window displays announced 
quart rock prices down to 25c. 

Cops had to clear away the 
unemployed before one such 
spot. 











600 ADDED 10 
IDLE BY 11 
CLOSINGS 


Jobs lost last Saturday (28) by 
approximately 600 legit theatre 
workers is regarded as a record in 
the field. That goes both for the 
time of year and for a simultaneous 
letout, 

There were 12 closings over the 
weekend, of which only three were 
to tour. Casts, house and stage 
crews of the exiting productions 
constitute the unusual contribution 
to unemployment. 

Geddes’ ‘Hamlet’ numbered a cast 
of 75; Jed Harris’s ‘Wonder Boy,’ 
stopping yesterday (Monday) at the 
Alvin, had 66 people. Both these 
shows also carried big stage crews. 
Other casts numbered: ‘Lady of 
Lamp,’ 60; ‘House of Connelly,’ 45; 
‘Hamlet’ (Chi Civic), 60; ‘In Times 
Square,’ 35; ‘The Good Companions, 
35; ‘Widow in Green,’ 11 (may re- 
sume tonight); ‘Steel,’ 50, etc. 

Rest of the 600 come from the 
average stage crew and house staffs 
of about 25. 


BIG BETS ON HOCKEY 
BY GAMBLERS ONLY 


Hockey nights at the Madison 
Square Garden are drawing the bet- 
ting gamblers of the town. They 
bet with the track bookers or as 
many of them as may be making 
book on the night’s match. 

No bets from the public are ac- 
cepted and no money passes. About 
the lowest wager is $56U. The bets 
run to over $1,566 more frequentiy 
than under that amount. 











The bookers and bettors have 
their own stamping grounds each 


night before the match starts, inside 
or about the Garden. They are 
often shunted along by the cops, but 
with the betting play limited to 
their own circle, moving is smal! 
inconvenience. 

For time it was remarked 
how free hockey was keeping itself 
from the pro-gambling end. The 
gambling fraternity is said to have 
a hazard. 


some 
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Regarded as the first test of the 
business possibilities for Sunday 
night legit performances, the play- 
ing of three successful legit shows 
last Sunday (29) in aid of New 
York’s unemployment relief fund 
was carefully noted by ticket agen- 
cies and managers. There is some 
difference of opinion as to whether 
Sundays would be profitabie, if and 
when they are legalized. 

Business for the three perform- 
ances played Sunday nicht as bene- 
fits was good only at the Plymouth, 
where ‘Counsellor At Law’ went 
close to capacity and got $2,554 

‘Band Wagon’ also drew about 
2,500 at the New Amsterdam, 
where few lower floor $5.50 tickets 
were sold, and it was a top heavy 
house through the demand for $1, $2 
and $3 tickets. ‘Church Mouse’ ran 
last with takings of $440 and claimed 
that not enough advance notice was 
the fault. 

There was a three-way split in 
the proceeds. Unemplo;ment Fund 
was paid 70%, while 10% went to 
each of the Actors Fund, stage 
hands relief and Authors League 
relief. 

While the results were not what 
Sunday proponents hoped for the 
point has been made that the first 


(Continued on page 53) 


L. A. Ad Men, Stores 
Admit Copping Best 
Stuff from Theatres 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 
Coast merchants are daily adopt- 
ing more showmanship in the mer- 


chandising of commodities. Today 
if they have something to sell they 
have to exploit it in the manner 
of a picture house or it stays on 
the shelf, 

Long ago they followed the lead 
of the theatres in newspaper and 
billboard advertising. Recently s.a. 
entered into the newspaper ads and 
made readers out of people who or- 

(Continued on page 43) 








Singing Waiters Back, 
Plus Crooning Ushers 


Along with noticeable return of 


singing waiters, mostly in medium 





dozen houses 


class speaks, theatres are now go- 
ing in for crooning ushers. A half 
around New York are 


| picking ushers by their vocal abil- 
ity. 

Idea is gaining headway only in 
'the straight picture places, mostly 
jneighborhood houses, with mane 

rers figuring that it takes the 
place of an organist or vaude. The 


ishers are spot-lighted at the foot 
an «aisle and do a number at 
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‘Variety's Monthly Newsreel Chart 
On ‘Scoops —Explaining Reels’ Ways 





Except for an occasional spurt 
there is such uniformity in cov- 
erage of events among the bigger 
sound newsreels that the working 
up of a monthiy chart of scoops is 
almost impossible. Little items and 
large items, out-of-the-ordinary in- 
cidents, individual efforts of camera 
or contact men, editing that lends 
vigor to a subject—all of these in- 
gredients play an important part in 
the individualism of a newsreel pro- 
gram. _— 

While that individualism can 
precipitate a marked difference in 
the entertainment qualities of two 
oer more programs of identical sub- 
jects it cannot put that program or 
any part of it in the scoop class, 


One for All 


The big reels admit they are co- 
operating. On general assignments 
it is as common a, policy for one 
reel quite often to do, the work and 
strike off prints for the others as 
it is for metropolitan reporters to 
travel now in_a gang _and let the 
more enterprising scribblers do the 
querying. 

Yet the reels have. consistently 
denied giving any consideration to 
forming an Associated Press among 
themselves. But, unlike the metro- 
politan reporters, they take each 
other’s work with the open knowl- 
edge of their film.city desks. 

Recently ‘Variety’ checked through 
the release programs of Paramount, 
Pathe and Fox-Hearst for the past 
year. At the start a veteran reel 
man said comparisons. were prac- 
tically unnecessary because the 
reels were virtually the same. Look- 
ing over the program of any one 
of the three would tell the story 
for the other two so far as cover- 
age of general events was con- 
cerned, he stated. This with the 
qualification of those newsreel 
periods previously referred to as 
‘spurts.’ 

Alibis 

When it comes to these ‘spurts’ 
the reels that have-been beaten al- 
ways have an alibi. Any one if 
openly accused of. being ‘beaten’ 
will wax vocally vehement and talk 
as though the reel that decided: to 
get out of the routine and play for 
a clip or so away from the back 
was deliberately doing a double- 
cross. 

No reel admits not knowing just 
what was going on all the time, 
even though it didn’t have the clip 
in its program, The ‘we-wouldn't- 
pay-the-dough’ angle is about the 
most worn excuse. On others faulty 
sound is blamed. Even the alibi 
that ‘we-had-it-but-we-decided-it- 
wasn’t-good-enough’ is frequently 
heard by those caring enough to in- 
quire. Played up just as heavily in 
the apology for not being routine 
on odd weeks is the nearest of all 
reasons that comes nearest hitting 
the bell of veracity. This is: 

We had something almost exactly 
like it a week or a month or six 
months ago. 

Reels can get away with this last 
runaround because in the majority 
of cases every reel at some time or 
another has had a subject or sub- 
jects along similar lines as the one 
which this week may be a scoop. 


Top Scoop in Nov. 


The biggest newsreel scoop, in 
every sense of the word, during No- 
vember was that accomplished by 
Fox-Hearst in getting the Kaiser. 
It is a known fact that all news- 
reels as well as many writers have 


been after that interview for the 
past decade, 
The Capone family at the Chi- 


cago railroac station is an illus- 
tration of another type of scoop 
This is termed an oversight in edi- 


torial judgment by some reel boys, 
but Universal was the only one to 


record it. 
Ruth Nichols’ 


capture. 


Other than those four items dur- 
little can be 
‘scoop’ of any 


ing the past month, 
clearly defined as 





plane burning in 
Kentucky was clearly a Paramount 





Billie Burke’s Films? 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Billie Burke will spend the winter 
in Hollywood and will possibly look 
into a camera or two. Radio is al- 





ready interested as well as Uni- 
versal, 
Miss Burke comes here when 


‘Vinegar Tree’ folds in San Bernard- 
ino Dec. 12. 


Cooper Notifies Par He'll 
Tour with Archaeologist 








Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Gary Cooper will prolong his stay 
in’ Europe’ and has notified Para- 
mount that he is planning to go 
on'an exploration trip up the Nile 
river with Col. William White, Eng- 


lish archaeologist. ‘Trip will take 
about three months. 
Present indications are that 


Cooper will not return, to Hollywood 
until April. or May. Meantime stu- 
dio has penciled in 
Wing’ as his next picture, with the |}, 
date tentatively set as March 1. Do- 

lores Del Rio will be co-starred. Pic- | 


accommodate Cooper, who was ad- 
vised to take the trip by his physi- 
cian, 


> 





Miller Says No Legits 
As She Heads for N. Y. 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Marilyn Miller left here Sunday 
(29), for New York to remain until 
after Christmas. She says it is 
purely a shopping trip. 

Miss Miller states she will not do 
a show, despite offers from George 
Gershwin ‘and a’ London producér. 
Current contract ‘with Warners calls 
for one more, to be made in the new 
year, 





Bushman’s Tour 


Dayton, Nov. 30. 
Francis X. Bushman -was here 


last week completing arrangements 


for a personal appearance tour un- 
der management of George Young. 
Proposed jaunt will take in ball- 
rooms ,and_. theatres, the latter 
phase probably in conjunction with 
Metro’s reissue’ 6f ‘Ben Hur,’ in 
which Bushman appéared. Young 
has charge of the Lyric theatre 
here, 





MORLEY’S 2D YEAR 

i Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Karen Morley,. local girl from the 
Pasadena Community Players, who 
made the grade at Metro on a year’s 
trial contract, ‘gets another for a like 
period. 
Biggest part to date is first under 
the new agreement, as femme lead 
in ‘Arsene Lupin.’ 





FRAENKEL’S BRITISH JOB 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Heinrich Fraenkel, who has been 
writing German language pictures 
at Metro and Warners, left here 
Saturday (28) for London. 
He goes to write the script of an 
original he sold to Gainsborough. 





Erskin Joins Metro 
Chester Erskin has closed with 
Metro and to leave for the Coast 

as a director around Jan. 1. 
Contract is said to allow Erskin 

time to produce legit plays. 


‘The Broken |} 


ture will probably bet set, back to } 





proportion among the newsreel re- 
leases, 

Girls will dance for any camera 
in any country on the globe, as 
will politicians talk and ducks swim. 
In such cases the matter of desk 
judgment is the logical excuse. 

Again the coverage power of each 
reel must be taken into considera- 
tion. In certain countries, like Aus- 








Troubles comparatively sel- 
dom come to us; it is we who | 
go to them. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 


tralia, literally everything is a 
scoop for Fox whether it be a man 
cleaning the streets or Byrd moor- 
ing to a New Zealand pier. 

As clear-cut and concise scoops 
are apparent in the weekly news- 
reel releases ‘Variety’ will hereafter 
report them the final week of each 





New York 








month 
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in “Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 
Mr. John Anderson in the New 
York “Journal” said: “The really 


amusing spots of humor in Vanities 
are occupied by Will Mahoney and 
his hilarious Mahoneyphone, and 
the ever entertaining Mitchell and 
Durant,” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 


BRANDTS THROW 
UP LEGIT 
_ SPONGE 








As operators of legit houses and 
backers of legit shows, the brothers 
Brandt are through for the season, 
Resumption of these activities. is 
unlikely for’ them ‘until next au- 
tumn. 

Final house being operated for le- 
git by Brandts was the Boulevard, 
Jackson Heights. That spot goes 
vaudfilm next Monday (7), oper- 
ated by Spyros Skouras. Latter ar- 
rangement is for Skouras operation 
until next September at least, at 
which: time there is a possibility 
the Brandts will resume manage- 
ment. 

The Brandts came into legit book- 
ing last year and ‘introduced film 
methods of operation, principally on 
exploitation. William: Brandt’ re- 
mains in legit as a producer ‘for the 
present, his first being ‘Society Girl,’ 
which is due to open’ Dec, 21 at the 
Majestic, Brooklyn. Harry Brandt 


the Lyric, New York. 
P ewe 


Clair, French Director, — 
Directing for U in West 


Paris, Nov. 30. 

Rene Clair goes to Universal for 
one picture to start immediately in 
the States.: The French director is 
to be given a free hand. 

Clair’s latest picture, ‘A Nous La 
Liberte’. (‘Freedom for -Us’) has 
been completed in the Tobis-Epinay 
studios, Paris, and is now being 
cut. Clair will leave for Hollywood 
when it’s completely off, to return 
to France in March or April. 











Boland-Ruggles 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Paramount is planning to make a 
comedy starring team of Mary Bo- 
land and Charles Ruggles. Studio 
is now hunting for a story that will 
fit the pair. 

Miss Boland is currently on the 
road with the eastern company of 
‘Vinegar Tree’ and is not expected 
at the studio until early in January. 





Elmer Harris Adapting 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Elmer Harris, dramatist in his 
own right, is at Fox to scenarize 
‘Disillusion.’ 


Story is by William Anthony 
Maguire. 





SAILINGS 
Dec. 2 (Paris to New York), Lau- 
dy Lawrence (Ile de France). 


Nov. 28 (Paris to New York), 
George M. Cohan, Bert Feibelman 
Tita Schipa (Bremen). 

Nov. 28 (London to New York): 
Leonard Urry (Bremen). 

Nov. 26 (New York to London) 
Heinrich Frankel (Ballin). 


Nov. 26 (New York to Vienna) 





Helena Rubinstein (Albert Balin). 


! 


has turned 'to' vaudfilm house op- |} 
eration of the Carlton, Jamaica, and | 


‘Radio ‘will be 








Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Melvyn Douglas left here to re- 
place the late Robert Ames in ‘Con- 
fesion’ at Paramount’s Astoria, L. L., 
studios. 

Paramount had borrowed Douglas 
from Goldwyn for two pictures pre- 
viously. 


CRUELTY SUGGESTED; 
DOG FILMS THROUGH 


Culver City. Nov. 30, 
Metro has bought off the contract 
of Rennie’ Renfro calling for a 
second series of six dog comedies. 
Renfro had completed only three on 
the’ ‘second contract,’ making ‘nine 
in ‘all. 

Complaints from patrons that the 
dogs must’ have been’ cruéily mis- 
treated to cause them to perform is 
given as the reason for the drop- 
ping of the series, the customers n6 
liking. The local SPCA, in. a posi- 
tion to observe the handling of the 
dogs, offered no complaint but that 
doesn’t help the national. opinion 
any. 


GIRL FROM STOCK IN 
FILMS FOR UNIVERSAL 


Grethell Sintson, 19, has been 
placed under usual contract to Uni- 
versal. She leaves for the coast to- 
morrow (2) to await her first as- 
signment. 

Miss Sintson has had no film ex- 
perience. She appeared in stock in 
Boston for a period but has never 
appeared in legit in New York. 

Engaged by U through Maxwell 
Arnow, of the Leo Morrison o%ce. 

















F owler’s Extra Fallon 


ie: Stuff for Barrymore 





Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
John Barrymore at 
‘State’s Attorney’ 
original by Louis Stevens, which 


First for 


has the execs’ Okay. 


Gene Fowler, who wrote ‘The 


‘Great Mouthpiece,’ story of William 


Fallon, will adapt the dialog, with 
several incidents from the |= late 
criminal attorney’s life used. 





Travelog Angels Going 
With Own Expeditions 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Couple of millionaires are setting 
out for remote Pacific spots, sep- 
arately, hoping to make picture 
screens with their material. 

Capt. Allan Hancock, banker and 
oil man, will go to Cocos Island. 
Harry Bissell, the carpet sweeper 
magnate, is going to cover sundry 
South Seas spots. 





Mayer’s Operation 


Removed to the Mount Sinai hos- 
pital on short notice Thanksgiving 
eve (25), Arthur Mayer, of Publix, 
is reported recovering from an ap- 
pendicitis operation. Two days 
after the operation he was conduct- 
ing business over the telephone. 

Though expected to be away from 
the Publix h.o. for three weeks or 
more, a pinch-hitter will not be 
placed in his chair. When any mat- 
ter comes. up for a_ decision by 
Mayer he will take it at the hos- 
pital. 


March Stays West 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

At the last moment it was decided 
to hold Frederic March on the coast 
instead of sending him east to go 
into a Paramount production at the 
Astoria studio with Nancy Carroll. 

March will go into ‘The Black 
Robe,’ with Eleanor Boardman, to 
be made on the local Par lot. 








British Juve’s Trial 


Blade Conway, English dJegit ju- 
venile, has a Paramount test slated 
for Friday (4). 


Actor recently closed in ‘The 





Roof’ on Broadway. 


Douglas Replacing Ames 


Disappointing Unemployment Shows. 


For Unemployed Thus Far Reported 


> 





Filmdom’s donation to the na. 
tional relief fund for the unem. 
ployed will not be officially com. 
puted and announced until Dec. 5, 
Reports and estimates up until yes. 
terday (Monday) indicate a 
plete total under expectation. 

Partial returns from over 23 key 
centers and their environs Monday 
totaled $408,940. Returns from some 
theatres were as low as $3, one such 
independent owner in Manhattan 
presenting ticket stubs to prove that 
his contribution to the drive couldn’t 


Come 


‘trun into a $5 bill. 


In each locality the proceeds of 
the benefit shows, ordered to be hela 
by each theatre, are turned over to 
the local committee. ; c 

New York City is admitted one of 
the many ‘most disappointing’ sec. 
tions in the campaign. . The terrj- 
tory, including Manhattan, Long 
Island and part of New Jersey ig 
not expected to go over $100,000, 

Figures 

Figures and estimates until Mon- 

day (30) were: 
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re ESO - 52,000 
Ser 21,000 
St. Paul....e.a ee Siineeae 5,000 
Minneapolis ..... ‘ - 11,000 
IEEE ok 5 i 0 56000 68.6 0.0 & ‘ 6,875 
Pittsburgh ........ thbaei as - . 17,000 
PEROUAMIO 55.4 a etewvnmes oon 7,500 
CAGVOIRMG .a6.0 0060.00 26.406 - , 14,000 
PEERED 5 44.00 40:80 9.004004 -« 42,000 
ee SS ee ee are - 65,000 
Salt Lake City..... °000 6000... ape 
BAGUIO DORE: 05 5c6specveses . 1,500 
WVetroilt, .. sce ‘a ehhs an wend Gs 9,500 
Portland, Ore...escessevesee 5,000 
NES RIN es sca 6s sewed neces 1,250 
WEMCOEIOO, .JOWGE. 0<ccecetsccoe 598 
Cumberiand, Bd. ..ccccccce e 2,500 
SAPMGRIULE, Vics 060 enccccess 1,000 
yi a ee Tere ere Tree 2,867 
pT Ee ere teresa 4,855 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa......... 1,994 


New York City (estimated). 100,009 





Los Angeles, Nov. 50. 

With all major theatres hea 
from, Los Angeles’ contribution | 
the unemployment fund is distress- 
ingly small and probably will not 
run in excess of $7,000 on the final 
tabulation. ' 

Although 175 theatres jn this area 
were concerned in the benefit and 
did everything to make the event a 
huge success, the receipts dipped 
far ,below local expectations. All 
theatres. contributed their total 
grosses, which makes the smallness 
of the figure still further noticeable, 


Dallas Got $500 at 24. 
Benefit Shows—Cincy — 
Did $1,200 in 28 Houses 


Dallas, Nov. 30. 

Midnight shows in the five down* 
town stands and 19 suburbans last 
week for the Hays picture ‘week 
benefit for the unemployed netted 
almost $500—total. Only alibi, it 
rained. 
Almost simultaneously local labor 
council promoted a charity circus 
through one C. R. Shuster, with the 
Robbins and Christy Bros. outfits 
lending necessary equip and ani- 
mals. A mat didn’t draw enough 
customers to warrant the show ana 
night performance cleared $16 over 
a’ nut that didn’t include salaries of 
some 80 performers. Latter, left 
stranded, were forced to give couple 
benefits to raise the r.r. fare ana 
board bills. ry 

Which may speak badly for Dal- 
las, where they still pay $3 per for 
football games, rain or shine, with 
a couple of record attendances to 
boot. 








Elliott Nugent Testing 
For Metro in New York 


Elliott Nugent, recently in ‘Fast 
Service’, short-lived play, has been 
placed in charge of film tests for 
Metro in New York. He was fore 
merly under contract to Metro as 
a featured player. : 
Metro’s tests east are now being 
made at the Atlas Sound Recording 
studio, 


HUGHES STARRING MORRIS 

Decision to change billing fof 
‘Cock o’ the Air,’ Howard Hushes 
second try with an air talker, will 
boost Chester Morris to 2 starring 
position, 


: ad 
When made, credits proposed _ 





him under the title. 
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Mitzi Green’s Booking by Agency 





Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Booking of Mitzi Green through 
Joyce & Selznick for the Radio pic- 
ture, ‘Girl Crazy,’ has become some- 
thing of an eye lift around here 
when mentioned. The Myron Selz- 
nick of the agency is a brother of 


David Selznick, Radio’s most recent’ 


principal producer. 

The eye lifting portion applies to 
the apparent fact that the Green 
girl's engagement for the talker 
had been completed between Radio 
here and RKO in New York before 
the agency firm interposed. The 
report is that Mitzi’s parents are of 
the opinion that Joyce & Selznick 
were instrumental in the whole 
thing, so they are satisfied to pay 
the agency 10% commission on 
Mitzi’s salary in the picture. 

Otherwise as the story is known, 
the RKO booking office in New York 
had Mitzi Green for five or more 
weeks in the RKO houses east, with 
date of opening set. Before the girl 
was to have opened, the Radio 
studio in Hollywood per Jos. 
Schnitzer, Radio’s president, it’s 
said, phoned the New York Radio’s 
offices to request the RKO booking 
dept. to defer the Mitzi Green stage 
bookings that Radio wanted the girl 
for a talker. This was immediately 
accomplished east, from the ac- 
count, and the coast film making 
engagement became immediately 
set. 

Mitzi’s parents are Keno and 
Green, vaudevillians. 


Christmas as Only 
Pushover Season for 
Mag Chatterers’ Copy 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Christmas season comes from 
heaven to the chatter writers. 
That’s about the only time of the 
year they don’t have to worry about 
their story angles. With the good 
cheer on hand, they can pound out 
reams of copy about who's going to 
get what for Christmas. 

Fan mag pages will be filled with 
trick pictures of femme picture 
stars sitting at prop fireplaces wait- 
ing for Santa to come down the 
chimney and drop a Rolls Royce in 
their stockings. A flock of yarns 
about the good old days when the 
present stars were satisfied with a 
bag of candy and how those same 
stars wish the old days were back 
again. All sorts of hooey will be 
fed to the fans, with their preferred 
stars saying just what the fans 
want them to say via _ chatter 
writers. 

Studio photograph galleries at 
present are messed up with asbestos 
flakes which will adorn fir trees 
where the stars will be photo- 
graphed skiing, skating, throwing 
snowballs and making snow men. 
Lots of fun making the pictures as 
long as there is plenty of heat in 
the studios. 

It’s all for a good cause. The 
fan mags willingly grab the photos 
and the chatterers find a market for 
their stories as the toughest year 
they’ve ever experienced comes to a 
close. 











Young Linden Replaced 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Eric Linden, Radio’s new juvenile, 
has been replaced in ‘Lost Squa- 
dron,’ with Robert Armstrong tak- 
ing over the job. Film got started 
today (Monday). 

Armstrong’s stock with Radio has 
fone up a good deal. He now holds 
a& new contract for a year. 





LIONEL IN PERSON? 

A report current in New York is 
that among personal appearances in 
the Loew eastern theatres by Metro 
talker players will be one by Lionel 
Barrymore. 

Report is that he will come east 
after completing ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
with his brother, John, for Metro. 





For Radio's Film Is an Eye Lift 





J. H. Harris Wedding 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 
John H. Harris, zone manager for 
Warner Brothers and son of the 
late Senator John P. Harris, will 
announce his engagement shortly to 


Lucille Williams, Hollywood film 
actress. No date has been set for 
the wedding. 

Another son of the late Senator 
Harris, Harry H. Harris, married 
Jane Thurston, daughter of the 
magician, about a year ago. 


Producers Okay 
Schnitzer's Job 


Jab on Charity 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

With the picture division of the 
Community Chest $38,500 short of 
its quota, Joseph I. Schnitzer's 
warning to Radio employees re the 
relation of charity to their jobs was 
indorsed by the studio committee 
in a meeting at the producers’ as- 
sociation last week, 


Non-givers at all major studios 
are scheduled to receive blunt hints 
this week to give even if it hurts. 
Coast policy will be that every in- 
dividual’s record for digging up for 
industry-supported appeals will be 
a factor in job-holding. 

Picture’s bit in the chest’s §$2,- 
721,000 budget is $200,000 this year. 
Amount so far pledged by the stu- 
dios this year is more than con- 
tributed any previous year, with the 
exception of the $167,000 picture 
money in 1927. Last year studio 
employees dug up only $104,000. 


Rork Dims as Comeback 
Man for Bow; Loses Story 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Whether Clara Bow will make a 
picture for Sam Rork or not is in 


the air because of Rork’s loss of the 
story that decided Miss Bow in 
favor of his proposition. Script was 
Nell Shipman’s ‘Get Your Man,’ on 
which the producer failed to make 
an option payment. 

Original option, obtained without 
cost, was with the understanding 
that Reginald Barker was to direct, 
but Rork switched to James Cruze 
and failed to pick up the option, 
with Col. J. K. Gordon McKee with- 
drawing permission to use the 
story. 

Rork was to have paid $15,000 for 
the yarn and $15,000 to Miss Bow 
for the picture. At Miss Bow’s 
home, news was furnished that she 
was in Los Vegas on her way to 
the Rex Bell ranch, indicating that 
the Bell-Bow affair is on again. 

With Rork losin gthe option on 
‘Get Your Man,’ the only story 
which Clara Bow liked, and on 
which he made his picture deal with 
her, Rork Saturday submitted 10 
other stories to Harry Cohn, of 
Columbia. 

Cohn will select one for Columbia 
release, after which Rork must sell 
his star on the same story. 




















Winnie Lightner and WB 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Winnie Lightner and Loretta 

Young are co-starred in ‘Eight to 

(WB) 


Five’ just completed. It’s 


an original. 


Understanding is that the picture 
ends Miss Lightner’s contract at 
Warner's, with her future program 
unset. 





NO SALARY RISE, 
LEod PRODUCTION 


Eastern and Western Pic- 
ture Heads in Joint Meet- 
ings in Hollywood—Op- 
tions on Talent at Above 
Current Salaries Will Not 
Be Taken Up 





ENFORCEMENT MEANS 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Evidently not in accord on an 
agreed economy plan for ali studios, 


the undercover conferences attended 
by the studio and home office heads 
here last week will be continued this 
week, in the hope of knitting togeth- 
er all loose ends. The meetings were 
variously attended by Joe and Nick 
Schenck, Louis B. Mayer, Adolph 
Zukor, Carl Laemmle, Harry and 
Jack Warner, Winfield Sheehan and 
others. The latest confab was held 
Friday with Will H. Hays at the 
Hays offices here. 

General local opinion is that studio 
and eastern executives have so far 
been unable to accomplish much in 
unison at these meetings, but that 
individual critical conditions are 
causing all overhead attention. 

Cuts of various percentages went 
into effect today (Monday) in the 
studios. First at Fox, with contract 
people also getting a request to cut. 
At Radio, Humphrey Pearson, 
writer, was the first to rebel, he 
refusing to take a cut. He's out. 

Today (Monday) at Warners, cuts 
from 10 to 25% went into effect for 
all employees, including contract 
players, with no renewals at option 
time for most players who refuse. 
There will be no contracts for any 
but players at the expiration dates 
of present terms. 

Reports that Fox halted produc- 
tion on ‘Gay Bandit,’ ‘Disorderly 
Conduct’ and ‘First Cabin’ are de- 
nied at the studio, although the per- 
sonnel is in process of readjustment 
at a lower scale and a program cut 
is believed probable. 

Elimination of contracts for studio 
employees is constantly gaining mo- 
mentum. 

Utmost secrecy is being main- 
tained, though it is said an effort 
is being made to bring all studios 
into an ironclad understanding to 
hold all high-salaried contractees to 
their present figures, refusing to ex- 
ercise options which call for an in- 
creased salary on the extension. 

This calls for a second angle, 
whereby all studios will refrain from 
doing business with those who re- 
fuse to accept renewal at the figures 
they are now receiving and who 
leave, in the hope of bettering their 

(Continued on page 42) 


Tom Mix’s Good Chance 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

Having beaten the threatened 
lung infection which developed 
Friday (27), physicians now hold 
considerable hope for Tom Mix’s re- 
covery. Mix had an appendix oper- 
ation last Tuesday (24) with peri- 
tonitis setting in, but he withstood 
what is believed the most critical 
stage of that. 

Universal studio is optimistically 
going ahead with preparations for 
Mix’s western series. 











Birmingham, Nov. 39. 

Tom Mix won a decision over 
Col. Zach Miller, owner of ‘101 
Ranch’ Shows, at Jackson, Miss., 
from the Mississippi Supreme 
Court. Case charging Mix libeled 
Miller was brought to the Supreme 
Court from Natchex, Miss., where 
Mix had also won a decision. 

Damages of $50,000 were asked 
by (Miller. The court, however, 
ruled that Mix'’s quoted statement 





that Miller had had a nightmare 
in asserting he had signed a con- | 
tract with him was not libel. 


COAST SECRET MEETINGS 





[RKO Proxy Hunt by Its United Staffs 


in National Canvass to Procure Stock 
Voting Majority tor Refinancing Plan 





Legits Debutting on L. L | 


‘Wayward,’ with Nancy Carroll 
and Richard Arlen, started at the 
Paramount L. IL. studio Wednesday 





(25) Smaller roles have Burke 
¢ ‘larke and Freddie Stewart, from 
legit, making their picture debuts. 

Stewart and Clarke were placed 
for the film by the Jenie Jacobs 
office. 





Tough Hollywood 
Publicity Stops 
Pauper Hopefuls 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 


The long-shot hopefuls, descend- 
ing on Hollywood with hometown 
praise in their ears and a ten-spot 
in the pocket, are virtually extinct, 
thanks to the lay-off-Hollywood 
warnings broadcast nationally. 

Type of newcomers today are 
youngsters with some stage experi- 
ence, and able to scramble for the 
showcase legit casts during lulls in 
studio calls. They’re ingenues and 
juves, many with savings from their 
eastern and midwest seasons to 
soften the heartbreak break-in. 

This is confirmed by the Studio 
Club, barometer of the young femme 
influx, many of whose alumnae are 
now happily married to producers, 
agents and business men. 


TRAVELOG EXPEDITION 
FINDS ALL-BLANK FILM 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Homer Rodeheaver’s travelog ex- 
pedition through Porto Rico is a 
100% sound and color biank. Nov- 
ice cameraman had threaded the 
Multicolor film wrong, ruining 
everything. 

Photography was on the cuff to 
Multi, but the tromboning evange- 
list is out $1,200 rental for sound 
equipment. 


Scott, Clark and Breedon 
Get Helping Hand at Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Randolph Scott, Russell Clark and 
John Breedon, young players under 
contract to Paramount, are being 
groomed as possible starring ma- 
terial. 

Studio feels it has a second ‘Bud- 
dy’ Rogers in Breedon and is giving 
him the same campaign as was 
given Rogers, 

Rus Clark, former boxing in- 
structor at the University of Illi- 
nois, is getting dramatic experience 
by sitting on the sidelines and 
watching experienced players. So 
far he has been assigned only to 
bits. 

Randolph Scott, picked out of the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse, 
has been loaned to Henry Duffy and 
is currently playing with Leo Car- 
rillo in ‘The Broken Wing’ at the Al- 
cazar, San Francisco. 

Word has been passed to everyone 
in the studio to give the trio a help- 
ing hand on anything that will build 
them up. 

















Pola Negri East 


Hollywood, Nov. 39. 
Pola Negri is making ready to 
get off to New York soon for 
vacationing 





some | ' 


RKO in its entirety as an organ- 
ization is just now instructed te 
make a thorough national canvass 
to secure a required common stock 
majority from amongst the 27,000 
RKO stockholders scattered over 


the U. S. That was the number of 
registered holders of RKO common 
on Nov. 23, the expiring date of 
record for a stockholder’s vote on 
the proposed RKO financing plan, 
It is to come before the special 
meeting of RKO stockholders in 
Baltimore, Dec, 10, next. RKO as 
the parent body is a Maryland cor- 
poration. 

In ordering the various RKO 
units to go after proxies, the RKO 
theatre staffs will be the most 
busily employed. Up to Saturday 
(28) it was reported that RKO held 
RKO common and proxies for a 
total of 425,000 shares. To ensure 
the passage of the financing plan at 
the special meeting a total of 2,100,- 
000 shares’ must be represented as 
two-thirds of the 3,100,000 common 
outstanding. 

In the 425,000 shares now con- 
trolled or proxy-represented and 
held by RKO are all of the holdings, 
it is said, of RKO stock by its af- 
fliates. Due to the rather meagre 
number of shares under proxy last 
week as ascertained came the urg- 
ency call to compile a list of stock- 
holders for national canvass. At 
the same time it is said the situa- 
tion was explained to Hiram Brown 
on the coast, with the suggestion 
Brown return to New York at once 
to look after the canvass. Brown is 
due in this morning (1). 


House to House 


The theatre forces will be utilized 
from the New York headquarters to 
the field, with RKO house managers 
in its various cities over the map 
instructed to call upon the RKO 
stockholders within their sections, 
to obtain the individual stockhold- 
ers’ deputizations. Another’ RKO 
force from accounts will go amongst 
the bankers and brokers, where it is 
claimed, around 1,000,000 RKO 
shares are held. 

Up to the report of the book num- 
ber of stockholders on Nov. 23 it 
had been asserted the RKO stock- 
holders had dropped over 10,000 in 
volume since the first report of the 
RKO trouble became known. This 
seems to be disproved by the later 
statement of the 27,000 stockhold- 
ers. It is conceded that thousands 
of RKO shares have been dumped 


(Continued on page 42) 
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Giveaway Nightly at Alabama in 
Birmingham; $20,000 Worth During 


Dec., and Paid 


Cash for by Publix 








Birmingham, Nov. 30. 
Publix is either out to make the 
Alabama theatre pay or else break 
it. A give-away campaign is being 
launched probably un- 
surpassed in the nation’s show busi- 
ness in a brave attempt to put the 


this week, 


local ace house over. 
The away plan 


somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$20,000 worth of merchandise dur- 
ing December. Something is to be 
given away every night of the 
month. The list includes most any- 
thing that can be purchased in Bir- 
mingham: Four automobiles, dia- 
monds, jewelry, refrigerators, ra- 
dios, groceries, and other junk. 


This move climaxes a trend in re- 
cent weeks on the part of houses to 
give things away to induce more 
customers to the boxoffice. The 
Ritz, RKO, has been trying this 
stunt for last few weeks by giving 
passes to football games. Only last 
week, 35 turkeys for Thanksgiving 
were distributed by drawings at the 
end of shows. 

All of which may show that busi- 
ness in Birmingham, one of the 
three worst shows towns in Amer- 
ica, is what would naturally be 
called purple, not red. 

The Temple, indie grind, has been 
giving everything from_ electric 
ranges to roller skates, flashlights 
and other things away and is still 
pulling the stunt. Whether they will 
continue after the Alabama an- 
nouncement gets out remains to be 
seen. 

The way things look right now 
the managements will run out of 
things to give away after awhile 
and may be forced to give away 
the theatres. George Steele has al- 
ready thought of that. 


Unveiled Giveaways 


You can’t give things away down 
here without a lot of hooey. Last 
Saturday an unveiling of the four 
ears to be given away took place 
in the lobby of the Alabama. When 
it comes to pass when prizes have 
to be unveiled to dig up a crowd 
what will happen next? 

Not only will the Alabama be 
satisfied with unveiling the prizes, 
but all the prizes to be distributed 
during December will be loaded on 
trucks and paraded through the 
streets. The parade will be at least 
a couple of blocks long. 

A four-page section of the ‘Post’ 
is scheduled to come out this week 
in two colors explaining the plan in 
detail. In addition to this circula- 
tion 50,000 of them will be printed 
separately and scattered from here 
to yonder and back. A radius of 50 
miles outside of Birmingham is to 
be covered. The idea in this is to 
bring the suburbans in. 

In the parade that is to be staged 
the backers have gone in for the 
unusual in a big way. Animals, 
horses, camels, donkeys and what 
not have been arranged for. 

Vernon Reaver, mgr. for Publix, 


give includes 


dug up some of his old circus friends 
and a 
These were obtained from 
Downie Brothers Circus, wintering 
Other animals have 
been rounded up from around town. 

Contrary to opinion most of the 
junk to be chunked away is being 


and secured three camels 
donkey. 


at Macon, Ga. 


bought, and not promoted. Bir- 
mingham is one tough town to try 
to promote free goods. It is easy 


enough in 
one article 


some 
and get another free 
a bedroom suit if one is bought 
But at that it takes some money. 


In the case of the four cars being 
is reported that Publix 


raffled it 


paid spot cash with the dealer Miss Gregor was brought here 
knocking off his profit. at $700 for German versions on a 
Incidentally, the dealer came in| six months’ contract and then left 


and offered to co-operate by having 
the first showing of the new models 
The tin 


in the lobby at the time. 
cans to be raffled are the new mod 
els, too. 


N. Edward Beck, director of pub- 
licity for Georgia-Alabama district 
has been working on this stunt for 
probably 
It is 
understood he has orders to put the 


several weeks, having 
come here for this purpose. 


Alabama over. 


The Alabama is a 


back hsn't 
more than three or four times. 


instances to buy 


, Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Most any furniture store will donate 


2,800-seater 
and since its opening several years 
been filled to capacity 


PANTAGES BROKE? 


Report Fortune Spent on Two 
Trials for Assawt—Acquitted 





Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 
Alexander Pantages was acquit- 
ted of charges of criminally at- 
tacking Eunice Pringle by a jury 
of eight men and four women, after 
deliberating 64 hours. Pantages 
was convicted a year ago on the 
same charge. He procured a second 
trial on the grounds the first cou-t 
had refused evidence concerning the 
girl’s past life. 

Pantages is believed to have spent 
almost his entire fortune fighting 
the case, He is announced as 
anxious to get started quickly and 
re-establish himself in the theatri- 
eal field. 

When the jury brought in a ver- 
dict of ‘not guilty,’ the foreman fol- 
lowed the announcement by a 
flowery speech lauding the manner 
in which Judge E. W. Tappen had 
conducted the trial and presented 
a basket of roses to the judge to 
augment the verbal bouquet. The 
jurist merely grunted and dismissed 
the crestfallen jury. 


HOUSE RENTAL 
CUT IN TWO 
IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 30. 
Publix has renewed the lease on 
the Adams theatre for five years. 
It expires next Feb. House has 
been dark for over a year. 
The rental has been cut in half 
by the new lease. Former rental 
was $1,000 a week, with $500 the 
new rate. 
Publix will not renew its lease 
on the Madison, which houses the 
Detroit offices. Lease expires next 
Aug. Publix will et that time move 
its offices to quarters being pre- 
pared in the Capitol theatre build- 
ing. 

















HARRY PABST CUT UP 
BY WIFE WITH AXE 


Chicago, Nov. 39. 


J. Harry Pabst, operator of a 
string of small picture houses at 
Davenport, Ia., was seriously in- 
jured by his wife, Lena, who tried 
to chop him up with an axe while 
he was asleep. Pabst was rushed to 
a hospital, as was his wife, who was 
found in an unconscious condition 
on the floor. 

Pabst later stated his wife was a 
chronic sufferer of nerves and fre- 
quently fell into spells. 








Censors Force Shelving of 
‘Possessed’ in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 
Censor board can’t make up its 
mind about ‘Possessed’ (M-G), and 
so it has been shelved for the Penn 
where it was to show this week. 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) substitutes. 
Scissor boys and girls are said to 
be trying to marry Joan Crawford 
to Gable in the first reel, and can’t 
figure how te do it. 
With a new censor board in this 
state, appointed a few months ago, 
local exhibs figured smoother sail- 
ing. Par’s ‘Road to Reno’ recently 
had 1,100 feet chopped and others 
haven't fared any too well either. 


Fairbanks’ Travelog 
At $80,000 Intrigues 
All Coast Producers 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

All producers are watching the 
reception of Douglas’ Fairbanks’ 
novelty travel feature, ‘Round the 
World in 80 Minutes,’ with an eye 
to following up with similar trick 
features. 

The Fairbanks feature as _ it 
stands cost him less than $80,000. 
Robert Sherwood, who wrote the 
dialog, and the cameraman, Victor 
Fleming and Fairbanks are all in 
on a percentage. Cameraman gets 
10%, Sherwood 5% and Fairbanks 
and Fleming split the remainder 
50-35, respectively. United Artists 
is distributing. 

Other producers figure that if the 
picture gets over, it will be a good 
indication that the public will aec- 
cept their stars in unconventional 
features. 

Fox is already figuring on some- 
thing of that kind for Will Rogers, 
feeling he is its best bet to put 
over a _ storyless feature. Rogers 
made a similar series of shorts for 
Pathe several years ago in silents. 


Skeptical Over Aaron Fox’s 
12 4,000-Seat Theatres 


Omaha, Nov. 30. 

Passing through here today Aaron 
Fox informed reporters he has 
formed a 10-million-dollar company 
and that Omaha is to be one of the 
12 cities where he will build 4,000- 
seat theatres, 

Lecal dailies were so skeptical, 
one wired New York for further 
information. 




















Aaron Fox’s reported venture as 
a producer - distributor - exhibitor 
with a $10,000,000 corporation, is not 
regarded seriously in informed parts 
of the trade. The inference is 
broadly made that Aaron would not 
be able to use the Fox title in con- 
nection with a new film enterprise, 
despite the prefix. 

Several weeks ago, it is reported, 
Aaron’s venture was scaled down to 
an unemployment relief issue. Then 
he vainly endeavored to get K. 
Mountain Landis to sponser a re- 
lief program which called for the 
opening of several Brooklyn the- 
atres now dark. 

Aaron is a brother of William Fox. 
Aaron was treasurer of Fox Films 
when William was its president. 





Hertz’ N. Y. Office 


John Hertz, Chicago’s Yellow Cab 
king, among the triumvirate recently 
inducted into Paramount and onto 
its board, is opening offices in New 
York from reports and will make 
headquarters in the east hereafter. 
Most of Hertz’ interests, excepting 
in Paramount, are centered in Chi- 
cago. 

He has made the Windy City his 
home. 

Hertz’ New York office will be 
outside of the Paramount building, 
it is stated. 


NO RENTAL CUT 
FROM STUDIO 
REDUCTIONS 








A better regulation of Hollywood 
studio salaries and incomes was in- 
spired in the East. The matter was 
generally discussed in New York at 
a private meeting of leading repre- 
sentatives of the industry from both 
coasts fully six weeks ago. 

In New York it is estimated the 
saving on reduced studio incomes 
eventually will range between 
$10,000,000 and $15,000,000 yearly. 

Producers will fight against any 
reduction of film rentals when the 
studio savings go into effect. They 
claim the coast regulation is being 
made with the hope of productions 
breaking even. 

At the meeting known to have 
taken place, and since that meeting, 
executive opinion in, the east has 
been that real drawing stars will 
not be affected; that as long as a 
star can make money for a producer 
he or she is worth the salary now 
being paid. 

Featured players, directors, su- 
pervisors, and others will get the 
idea as soon as their present con- 
tracts expire. In the same respect, 
the east condemns the optional con- 
tract system as the real bugaboo for 
mounting salaries. 


LOCAL INTERVIEWS ON 
LOCAL HOUSE SCREEN 


Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 30. 

Fox-Eckel tied with ‘Herald’ here 
for the production of a local talkie. 
Gag is to have the femme lead as 
‘Miss Better Times,’ supposedly on 
assignment from the paper’s city 
desk, interview local business men 
on prospects for continued improve- 
ment in conditions through winter 
and spring months. 

The interviewed can see and hear 
themselves on the theatre’s screen 
for a week; simultaneously, their 
advertising copy will appear in the 
paper. 

It’s the first stunt of its kind here. 














M-G Drops Nora Gregor 
Who, at $750, Was Id!: 





After being on the Metro payrol 
-}at $750 a week, without appearing 


actress, is now 
option time. 


te appear on the stage 
under Max Reinhardt. 


extra $50, but hasn’t been used. 

Studio loaned her for 
legit, with Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
in ‘Man in Possession.’ 





Morris’ Single Films 
Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Radio has Chester Morris on a 
picture-to-picture contract. 
His first is the male 
‘Miracle Man.’ 





in a picture, Nora Gregor, German 
off the payroll at 


in Berlin 
Before she 
left she was re-signed to return both 
-|for versions and domestics, at the 


one local 


lead in 


Kincie & Wilby Operating Over 75 


Houses South for Publix—All S. C. 


| since 


| Atlanta, Nov. 30. 


Reported hefe Kincie & Wilby 
will operate all of the Publix houses 
in South Carolina, amounting to 
around 20 theatres. This will give 
the firm the operation of over 75 
houses south in which Publix holds 
an equal partnership interest. 

As with its other houses, Kincie 
& Wilby will be subjected to no 
interference in their operation. The 
firm is now said to have a larger 
number of Publix houses under 


-| their sole direction than any other 


Publix partner. 

In this state, Kincie & Wilby is 
interested in the Lucas operated 
theatres, also a Publix partnership, 
the same as it is in Florida, where 
the firm again is concerned with 
the Skouras houses. 

Robert Wilby and Michael Kincie 
are the members of the firm. 








Fox-Poli List May Go to 
Chain—No Tie for Indie 


Fox Theatres interests while nego- 
tiating for letting the Fox-Poli cir- 
cuit go to an indie are considering 


leasing to another chain also, ac- 


cording to inside coverage. Warners 
is mentioned but understood not to 
be positive in any way. 

The Poli group comprises around 
18 spots, outside the Port Chester 
house recently leased by Fox to 
Skouras’ but formerly considered 
in operation with the Poli houses 
under Herschel Stuart. 

Likelihood of any deal consum- 
mation is reported as likely one way 
or the other. 





May Renew Fox Theatre Bonds 5 Yrs: 
Seek to Cut Deluxers’ Fixed Charges 





Reorganization of Fox Theatres 
(Metropolitan) is under way by the 
bankers involved. Downtown men- 
tors are negotiating to smooth the 
financial jags. An agreement may 
be reached whereby the bonded in. 


debtedness of Fox Theatres, 
amounting to $13,000,000 and due in 
May, 1932, will be extended five 
years. 

On this same date around $600,000 
in interest is due. It is practically 
eertain that Chase and Halsey, 
Stuart interests will take care of 


this matter. Also, the Fox situa. 
tions involving the houses in St, 
Louis, Detroit and Brooklyn will 
likely be ironed out in the present 
discussions. 
Brooklyn is the toughest theatre 
to juggle. Weekly fixed charges 
here run to $19,000, the industry’s 
top for any single house with the 
possible exception of the Roxy, New 
York. Cutting down these fixe@ 
charges is the problem but to do se 
seems the only way Fox can go on 
operating in the aforementioned trio 
of cities. 

50% Too High 
Between the Detroit and the St, 
Louis deluxers the fixed charges toe 
gether run around $26,000 weekly, 
That means about $12,000 for one 
and $14,000 for the other, and either 
is possibly 50% too high for reason- 
able operation. This is the angle 
the bankers are working on and the 
St. Louis and the Detroit spots, 
each of which is now in some kind 
of receivership, will possibly be 
cleared within the next few weeks. 
All issues- involved were under- 
written by Halsey, Stuart. Other 
than the 6% Detroit underwriting, 
the remainder list at 645% and 
amount to $6,400,000 on Detroit, 
$6,000,000 on Brooklyn, and $4,550,- 
000 in St. Louis. <All mortgage 
bonds have 10 years or more to run 
before maturity. 


Stock Co. Playlets in 
Nabor Houses for Try 
As Film Stage Support 


Cleveland, Nov. 30. 

Stage playlets by a stock come 
pany, doubling in two nabes, is an 
experiment being tried out by local 
Loew circuit to build up suburbar 
houses wallowing in red ink. 

Innovation is to be put into ef- 
fect by local troupe, Marie Diehl! 
Players, which will open new playe 
let every Sunday at Loew’s Liberty 
for three days and repeat it at 
Loew’s Alhambra for rest of week. 

Playlets or sketches to run from 
30 to 60 minutes. Miss Diehl is @ 
former legit actress, associated with 
Carlton Brickert with his local little 
theatre before it blew up. She is 
directing and acting in venture. it 
opens Dec. 6 with ‘The Honeymoon.’ 

Idea is believed to be first combine 
ing stock drama with pics in nabes, 
and an improvement over such 
worn-out novelties as amateur and 
vaude nights. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Harry Akst. 
Willie Raskin. 
Dorothy Arzner. 
Stuart Walker. 
Norman McLeod. 
Dorothy Herzog. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 
Marilyn Miller. 
Heinrich Fraenkel. 
Arthur Freed, 
Ted Gurian. 
Charles Daniels. 
Harry Tobias. 
Eileen Creelman. 
Melvyn Douglas. 
Jules Levy. 
Harry Warner. 
Fred Sutter. 
Harry Fox. 
Ethel Shutta. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edward A. Blatt 
Edgar Wallace. 











Merger Socks Hutchinson 
Hollywood, Nev. 30. 

most recent 

has 





Barney Hutchinson, 
addition to Pathe press dept. 
been released, 

It is a prelude to the merger 


of 
cane 





that dept. with similar RKO ©! 
ization. 
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Pathe-Radio Studio Armistice 
Called on Brown's Sudden Return 





Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

With the unexpected return of 
Hiram Brown to New York Friday 
«27), armistice was declared in the 
elash for studio control at Radio 
between David Selznick and Charles 
Rogers, with the former appearing 
to be on top of the heap. grown 
remains east until after the stock- 
holders’ meeting, Dec. 10, on which 


hinges the immediate future of 
RKO-Pathe. 

Production at Radio at a stop 
until ‘Lost Squadron’ and ‘Girl 


Crazy’ get under way early in De- 
ecember, probably after the stock- 
holders’ get-together. Date for the 
Pathe move to Radio is Dec. 12, 
with fate of all Pathe execs except 
Rogers still in the air. Harry Joe 
Brown, production assistant and 
Sid Rogell, studio manager, still in 
the dark as to their future. 

Multiple name policy for features 
provided by the injection of Pathe 
names in future Radio product, with 
Helen Twelvetrees, as well as Mary 
Astor, in the John Barrymore pic- 
ture to start early in January. Rich- 
ard Dix and Irene Dunne will be 
teamed in ‘Frontier’ with Edna May 
Oliver also in the cast. Another 
Dix-Dunne will follow. Seven big 
names now with Radio-Pathe, ex- 
cluding Dolores del Rio, who may 
do two more pictures, as well as 
‘Bird of Paradise,’ previously 
shelved but hauled down for con- 
sideration. 

Understood that the Pathe stars 
will be used in the future to bolster 
a program starving for names and 
that the Pathe trademark will only 
be used on oat operas, shorts and 
swifties. Thus Constance Bennett, 
Ann Harding, Helen Twelvetrees, 
and Bill Boyd will be lost to Pathe. 
Reported that James Gleason, Rob- 
ert Armstrong and Eddie Quillan 
will be dropped at expiration of 
current contracts. 

Pete Smith was borrowed from 
Metro to dialog and announce race 
track scenes in ‘Exposed,’ otherwise 
finished two weeks ago at Radio. 

The studio setup is still more or 
less unsettled, although the domi- 
Nation of David Selznick over 
Charles Rogers on production be- 
comes more apparent daily. Rogers’ 
contract expires Feb. 1, 1932. 

It is not probable that the reor- 
ganization will be much further ad- 
vanced until Brown returns here, 
perhaps following the eastern meet- 
ing. 

Merian C. Cooper, newly ap- 
pointed associate producer to Ra- 
dio, Selznick’s first major appointee, 
will make several travelog pictures 
on the lines of ‘Grass’ and ‘Chang, 
which he made in collaboration 
with Schoedsack. 





EXHIBS STENCH 


EACH OTHER 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Price slashing battles’ being 
staged by neighborhood exhibs has 
broken out in open warfare. First 
skirmish wound up with stench 
bombs at the Annette and Palace 
theatres, near Cicero. 

Palace, operated by the Schoen- 
stadt brothers, is in direct opposi- 
tion to Abe Bartelstein’s Annette. 
Trouble started when the Palace 
began two for one-ing its 35c scale 
and the Annette countered with a 
Slash to 10c. 

Meanwhile the exhib-distributors 
confabs go on with nothing happen- 
ing. 


WB NEW MAT SCALES 
MAY SPREAD ON CHAIN 


Adjusted bargain mat prices to 
meet competitive prices along 
Broadway, applying to the Warners 
Strand and Winter Garden, may be 
effected in other cities, according to 
local conditions and the general 
Scale of admissions. 

While the Strand is down to 35c 
weekdays from 10 to 1 p.m., with 
40c on Saturdays and holidays, the 
Permanent bargain mat scale for 
the Winter Garden has not yet been 
worked out. It will probably be 
the same as the Strand. Top prices 
will remain as now. Also drug-store 
Dasseg. 














CHURCH STOPS SUNDAY 
BENEFIT SHOWS IN N. C. 


Winston-Salem, N. C., Nov. 30. 
After 
squawked 





ministers of the city had 


plenty against Sunday 
movies for the unemployment, U. 
K. Rice staged a midnight show 
Wednesday night (25), for the un- 
employment relief fund and _ re- 
alized about $200. Forced to play a 
film that had been running several 
days and inability to secure a stage 
attraction to bolster up the show 
were given as reasons for the lack 
of patronage. 

Ministers in this Bible Belt din’t 
get a chance to pan the theatres, 
but did howl plenty and condemn 
the American Legion for bringing 
Post and Gatty, round the world 
flers here Sunday (22), for a lec- 
ture at the Carolina theatre for 
the Post’s unemployment fund. Re- 
sult was that less than 100 paid to 
hear the boys tell of their eight- 
day trip around the globe. 


UNION REBATE 
DECISION DUE 
BY DEC. 12 





By Dec. 12 the final vote of all 
affiliated unions of the I. A. on the 
rebate plan submitted by William J. 
Canavan, with the approval of the 
Executive Board, must be submitted. 
While admitting some have already 
voted, Canavan refuses to divulge 
their number or location. 

After a series of meetings with 
N. M. Schenck and Sam Katz, the 
I. A. execs, as well as the members 
of the Executive Board, sent out 700 
letters to the subordinate unions in- 
volving some 10,000 people, submit- 
ting a rebate plan which shall be 
made effective for 36 weeks. 

The proposed 36 weeks’ 
period, if adopted, will become ef- 
fective on the first pay day preced- 
ing the week ending Saturday, Dec. 
12, and continuing in force for the 
386 weeks and terminating on the 
first day preceding Aug, 20, 1932. 

During the 36 weeks 10% of all 
wages earned up to $70 weekly and 
15% of all wages earned in excess of 
$70 shall be rebated to the manage- 
ment. e 

The rebate plan is applicable to 
all theatrical circuit operations (pic- 
tures, vaudeville, burlesque and 
legit), but does not include any local 
situation with which the local 
unions are in the best position to 
judge. 

It is understood that I. A. men 
getting $45 a week or less will not 
be required to rebate any part of 
their salaries, and that the rebate 
does not apply to I. A. men engaged 
in picture studio work. 

Each union was urged to call a 
special meeting and to either re- 
spond by wire or air mail as to its 
vote to the I. A. office in New York. 

After Nick Schenck left for the 
Coast his representation in the con- 
ferences was taken by Ed. Schiller. 
Two days, Monday and Tuesday 
(23-24), were devoted to the discus- 
sions. 

3esides the Board for I. A. and its 
assistant president, Louis Krouse, 
field reps attending were William A. 
Dillon, Fall River; William Raoul, 
Atlanta; E. J. Tinney, Youngstown, 
O.; O. M. Jacobson, Tacoma; Walter 
S. Croft, Kansas City, and Clyde A. 
Weston, East St. Louis, Ill.; Trus- 
tees William A. Scanlan, Lynn, 
Mass,. and Jack McCarroll, Cam- 
den, N. J. Also called for the con- 
ference were the two delegates-at- 
large to the A. F. of L. convention, 
Thomas E. Maloy, Chicago, and 
James E. Burke, Boston. 


WB Coast House Cuts 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Warner Bros. theatres received 
retrenchment orders today, with 
employees getting the same 10 to 
25% cuts as enforced at the studio. 








rebate |. 








Fox’s Hot Politics 


Fox's inside politics can be 
stated to be the hottest on the 
film record as employees and 
execs try to figure out who is 
the nearest to Clarke or Tinker 
or Chase. More nearly like 
baseball than that, only the 
errors seem to be overlooked. 

One camp has James Grainger 
with Richard Rowland pre- 
sumably on his side, and de- 
tached on the coast, while an- 
other has Winnie Sheehan, 
alone. On the rim is the Clarke 
crowd, and surrounding the 
whole lot is the Chase angle. 

Toughest end of the scheme 
of Fox things just now is on 
the Grainger-Sheehan clash. 
It’s been on for some time. 

Grainger has charge of the 
distribution of films for Fox. 
Sheehan is producing films for 
Fox. 

Grainger’s salary is $127,500 
yearly. Sheehan’s currently is 
$312,000 annually. Next year 
his contract calls for $7,000 
weekly on a sliding scale, with 
an ultimate salary of $500,000 
for the final year of his present 
Fox agreement. 

Sheehan's first salary under 
the contract which was signed 
by Harley L. Clarke when the 
latter assumed charge of Fox, 
was $5,000 weekly. In addi- 
tion Sheehan got a bonus of 
$250,000 for signing or some- 
thing. Grainger’s bonus when 
signing was $30,000. 














PEACE IN K. C. OPS. WIN 
POINT, BUT WAGES CUT 


Kansas City, Nov. 30. 

Differences between the union 
picture operators and the managers, 
under discussion since Oct. 1, when 
some 35 houses were closed, has 
been settled. Both sides say it is 
satisfactory. Operators gained their 
point of having two men in each 
booth but under a decided reduced 
scale, 

It is understood the wage slice is 
25% in most cases, with a larger 
reduction for some of the smaller 
houses. 

Within two weeks after the strike 
started all of the independent houses 
reopened with operators not affili- 
ated with the Motion Picture op- 
erators union. Two weeks ago the 
five Hughes-Franklin theatres re- 
opened. Ten of the Fox-Friendly 
string remained closed. Its three 
operating employed two men in the 
booth and had not closed, 

Following the closing of the the- 
atres several were bombed and the 
headquarters of the union and the 
homes of two of the union members 
were also bombed, but no serious 
damage done, 


OPEN PA. SUNDAYS IF 
100%, TAX FOR STATE 


Harrisburg, Nov. 30. 

Sunday amusements and sports 
are to be permitted in Pennsylvania 
on Sundays during certain hours, 
provided 100% is collected as a state 
tax for the general fund. This is 
under the terms of a bill introduced 
last week by Representative Max J. 
Spann, Allegheny county. 











SHUBERTS PREVENT B-K 
GETTING REVUE FOR CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Deal between Billy Rose and Bal- 
jaban and Katz for ‘Crazy Quilt’ to 
|play the Chicago theatre, Dec. 11, 
in a 50-minute version, is cold. Ob- 
jection of Lee Shubert is the reason 
for calling things off. 

Shubert pointed out a clause in 
the contract forbidding their shows, 
or affiliated shows, to play outside 
their theatres in any city where 
Shuberts have houses. Idea is that 
Shuberts didn’t want to create a 
precedent on ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

Terms contemplated by B. & K. 
were a $15,000 guarantee on an even 
split $50,000. Latter figure 
is high by recent standards, but 
the house record is over $70,000. 

Meantime, the Shuberts are 
forcing Rose to hold the show at 
the Apollo despite the fact that he 
wants to leave through feeling the 
piece has exhausted its run and 
will dip into the red if artificially 
prolonged. Apollo has not had a 
money-maker in 18 months, and the 
house share from ‘Crazy Quilt’ for 
the first eight weeks has been 
around $9,000 weekly. 

Show has grossed around $212,000 
to date here, but the bottom 
dropped out over the past week- 
end. Rose protected himself against 
the booking jam forced on him by 
the Shuberts by ordering the house 
rescaled and resorting to cut-rates. 

Musical opens its road tour in 


abc ve 


Detroit Christmas Day, lingering 
there nine days. A week of audi- 
toriums in Ohio follows, and then 


a week in Kansas City. From there 


the troupe goes south. 


COAST STUDIOS 
NEED STORIES 
AND WRITERS 


Recent coast arrivals in New 
York, plus the expected realignment 
of the entire Radio-Pathe scenario 
departments, indicates a general 
film search for writers and material, 
lifting that quest out of the routine 
work of the scenario offices. Al 
Lewis, of Fox, and Arthur Horn- 
blow, for Goldwyn, have shortly 
reached Broadway. 

Coincidental with the writer cam- 
paigns, these studios are conduct- 
ing, Metro’s h. o. is still hunting 
for story shapers and adapters on 
a coast request. Paramount con- 
tinues its c.o.d. system for authors. 

R-P is looking aplenty, with 
agents on the coast and in New 
York working on that angle, 

Lewis is said to have been or- 
dered when leaving the Fox Coast 
studio not to return there without 
20 stories. 











Radio's Own Classification of 
Talkers Objected to By Warners 





Because the product has not come 
up to expectations, Warner Bros. 
theatres is attempting to reach ad- 
justments with Radio Pictures to 
change the basis of rental in playing 
that company’s pictures. Under the 
contract last summer, buying the 
full Radio program for the WB 
chain, Radio reserved the right to 
classify a certain number of pictures 
which should be exhibited on per- 
centage, Many other companies, 
notably Metro, have incorporated 
this in their sales policy this season 
for the first time. 

Since the Radio pictures are not 
what was anticipated when the con- 
tract was signed, WB is trying to 
reach an agreement by which it 
would have a voice as to how pic- 
tures, when ready for release, are to 
be played. If any picture designated 
by Radio arbitrarily under its con- 


tract for percentage playing does 
not, in the opinion of WB, warrant 
that basis of rental, th2 chain will 
attempt to work out adjustments 
placing it on a flat basis. 

It is believed this can be amicably 
worked out in view of the present 
circumstances, Warners are said to 
fee] that while they made the Radio 
program buy, agreeing to rental 
classification for a block of the full 
output, with pictures as they come 
along to be pi-*:ed by the distributor 
for percentage, WB at the same 
time feel it should have something 
to say about the rental basis after 
they've seen the picture. 

No Radio rental so far has been 
held up in contesting the distrib’s 
right to classify product for per- 


playing on that basis those pictures 
which Radio has picked. 





centage, Warners having gone along | 


Big Stage Musicals May Play Film 3 
Houses—Roxy and Follies’ in East; 
Chicago and ‘Crazy Quilt’ for Loop 


Unusual circumstance of twe 
production departments for ace 
film theatres in different cities get- 
ting and chasing the same idea 


simultaneously came to the surface 
last York 
and Chicago, with the Roxy and the 
B. & K. 
vues to be boiled down for presen- 
build up pre- 


week. Towns are New 


Chicago pursuing legit re- 


tation purposes to 
Christmas business. 

On the Manhattan end the Roxy 
is playing around with the idea of 
securing the Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ and 
in the Loop, the Chicago theatre has 
propositioned ‘Crazy Quilt,’ musical 
current there at the Apollo. 

Idea in both cases is to bring the 


revues in at the regular picture 
house scales with all cast princi- 
pals retained. 

At the present writing there 
seems more chance of the Chicago 
obtaining ‘Crazy Quilt’ than the 
Roxy getting the ‘Follies.’ Latter 
show is currrently roading it in 


Washington, with Boston to follow 
Dec. 7. 

In the case of the Chicago, and 
if plans are successful, the Fanny 
Brice-Ted Healy-Phil Baker show 
would open for B. & K. Dec. 11 un- 
der regular house prices and on @ 
guarantee and percentage arrange- 
ment with more than one week 
probable if business warrants con- 
tinuance on a second week’s move 
into B. & K.’s Oriental. 

On the eastern end the Roxy hag 
an alternative proposition to the 
‘Follies’ of an original extravaganza 
written and produced by standard 
musical comedy writers, composers 
and:stagers. The head start which 
the house has in regard to choral 
background (the 32 Roxyettes) is 
regarded as a favorable item for 
this scheme with but securance of 
some ‘name’ people necessary té 
make the show look important. 

Both theatres intend to use a fea- 
ture film these weeks if either stage 
idea eventuates. 

Previous Rejection 

Some three or four months ago 
Fox theatre operating officials 
broached the thought of reviving 
big and successful musical comedies 
or operettas for the Roxy, which 
were to include various stage stars, 
This came at a time when the 6,200- 
seater was shy of suitable film 
product. It was turned down by 
higher Fox executives. Reasons 
given for the rejection pointed out 
the expense involved and that the 
theatre could get first run celluloid 
regardless. 

Concerning ‘Crazy Quilt,’ con- 
densing of this show for a picture 


(Continued on page 42) 


STORY’S PROPAGANDA 
ANTI-SOVIET—OUT! 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Albert Shelby LeVino, on a So- 
viet spy story for Pathe, with Her- 
bert O. Yardley as technical ad- 
viser, is out. James Seymour, for- 
mer scenario head, has been as- 
signed to the story, but it is doubt- 
ful if the studio will carry it much 
further, 

Story, intended for Constance 
Bennett, was plainly anti-Soviet. It 
brought in the Manchurian situa- 
tion, now too acute for screen 
material. 

Earl Baldwin has been loaned by 
Pathe to Wamer to write one story. 
Baldwin had been working on ‘Road 








Show’ for Pathe, but Pathe dis- 
covered that Metro owned that 
title. Script probably will be 


dropped as conflicting beyond the 
title. 





Fox’s Faith in ‘Hill’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Despite yanking of ‘Over the Hill’ 
after $67,200 on the first of two 
scheduled weeks at the Roxy, N. Y., 
Fox has faith that the tear-jerker 
will do better in the smaller towns 
and has bought the I A. R. Wyle 
story, ‘Pilgrimage’ for Mae Marsh. 
Character calls for several ad- 
vances in age, as in ‘Over the Hill’ 

| Miss Wylie working on the script 
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Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 





(Thirteenth of this series of articles on motion pictures in the class 


room.) 








It is now up to members cf the 
Hays organization to indorse the 


plan of the National Educational 


Association working in conjunction 
with the National Academy of Vis- 
ual Education. Copies of the rules 
and regulations, as well as methods 
governing this second Hays group 
concentrating on film in the class- 
room, are this week being submitted 
to picture. producers. The vote re- 
garding the official industry’s ac- 
ceptance, rejection or request for 
modification of the teacher body’s 
plan, will probably be taken at one 
of the Hays meetings to be held be- 
fore the first of the year. 

Operating costs of the picture 


classroom intermediary group are 


expected by informed film 
tives not to greatly exceed $500,000 
yearly at the start. The scheme of 
functioning and the relationship be- 
tween this body and the regular 
Hays members were outlined in the 
lith article of this series. 

Meantime efforts to enlighten 
teachers throughout the country as 
a whole are being made by the 
Hays Organization. 

While only 15,000 of the 600,000 
members of the NEA were able to 
attend its 1931 convention, a three- 
reel subject of the event has been 
made directly under the Hays aus- 
pices. Teachers and educators from 
practically every state in the union 
have a chance to be called by name 
in this reelage. 

Hight prints of the subject are 
ready .for shipment. Exhibitors 
seeking to promote schoo] hook-ups 
and teacher-good-will can do so. by 
requesting a Saturday morning 
projection of one of the prints in 
their theatres, inviting the various 
local faculties to attend that par- 
ticular morning in a body. Ship- 
ments of the prints are being ar- 
ranged directly through the Hays 
headquarters in New York. 


Film and Spokesman 


State and country group meetings 
or conventions of educators may 
now obtain a special showing of the 
NEA convention through the same 
channels, Spokesmen on the Hays 
staff, acquainted with the technical 
side of classroom production, are 
available so that additional ad- 
denda on the visua] subject may be 
obtained, 

While practically no reference is 
r-ade to film and the classroom in 
ti.2 speeches recorded for this short 
subject of the convention, the ma- 
terial aspects and the early lesson 
are there 

Just 5,000 of the conventionites 
going through the Fox studio, with 
the visual subject uppermost in the 
off-screen conversation, has the 
psychological effect of hooking up 
the entire subject with the film 
as an important future medium of 
education, : 


execu- 


On the Film 


The conveying of the full purport 
of a week’s convention on about 
3,000 feet of film is another impor- 
tant factor in teaching the filmly 
immature educator. 

Atlanta’s school superintendent as 
chairman opens the convention. The 
camera then trains on Miss Florence 
Hale of Maine, who pleads for equal 
opportunity for the country child. 

Utah’s governor is seen and heard 
delivering a message on rural edu- 
cation. 

Following, the chairman reminds 
that the natural wealth of the U. S. 
is estimated to reach into $400,- 
000,000,000, while if every members 


of the country’s population were 
placed at but $20,000 each, the 
value of the country’s human 


strength would exceed a trillion 
dollars. On the matter of figures 
and education, U. S. Commis- 
sioner Cooper goes into consider- 
able detail. 

A. M. Jones of the Chase National 
Bank has part of his speech on edu- 
cation and success worked into the 
Hays film record. 

Several college students are 
screened <s called to the convention 
platform to give their ideas of the 
better curricula for higher learning. 

Heads or representatives from 
correspondence schools, parent 
teachers’ association, as well as a 
dozen or more city superintendents 

are included in the three-reeler. 


CHl MATS GET 
FOOD FOR POOR 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Admission by groceries, which 
were turned over to charity, proved 
a hit at the neighborhood Adelphi 
picture house. In its two special 


matinees, the house collected ap- 
proximately $400 worth of various 
groceries. 

These included much can goods, 
candies, glassware, package goods, 
fruits and vegetables. Potatoes 
were the big staple, the house 
drawing more than seven bushels of 
the roots. 

Most amazing aspect was that 
no one tried to sneak in on the 
matinee show at bargain rates. 
Every patron brought as much and 
more than the ordinary cost of a 
ticket. Some people offered as 
much as $5 worth of groceries, and 
then didn’t stay for the full per- 
formance. All groceries were turned 
over to the neighborhood relief ex- 
change. 

Pictures were old ones, ‘Captain 
of the Guard’ (U) and ‘Royal Bed’ 
(Radio), both donated. Operators 
drew their pay, however. 

Trade at regular night trade was 
not injured at all, and the resultant 
good will in the neighborhood was 
so obvious that the house will re- 
peat the charity notion shortly. 





‘Dove’ Renamed 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
‘The Girl of the Rio’ with Dolores 
Del Rio will be the new title of ‘The 
Dove.’ 
It’s a Radio picture. 








Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Dec. 4 
Paramount — ‘His Woman’ 
(Par). 
Roxy—‘Cuban Love Song’. 
(Metro), 
Capitol—‘Possessed’ (Metro) 
(2d week). 


Rivoli—‘Around World’ (UA) 
(3d week). 

Strand—‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB). 

Mayfair—‘Frankenstein’ (U). 

Winter Garden—‘Her Majes- 
ty, Love’ (FN) (2d week). 

Rialto — ‘Ben Hur’ (Metro) 
(3). 

Broadway —‘X Marks the 


Spot’ (Tiff). 
Week Dec. 11 
Paramount — ‘The Cheat’ 
(Par). 
Capitol—‘Flying High’ (Met- 
ro). 


Rivoli—‘Struggle’ (UA) (10). 

Strand—‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB) 
(2d week). 

Mayfair—‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
(2d week). 

Winter Garden—‘Her Majes- 
ty, Love’ (FN) (3d week). 

Rialto—‘Ben Hur’ (Metro) 
2d week). 

Broadway — ‘X Marks the 
Spot’ (Tiff) (2d week). 


$2 Pictures 
‘The Champ’ (Metro) (Astor) 
4th week). 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (Gaiety) 
CF: 
‘Explorers of the 
(Criterion) (14). 


World’ 


Foreign Films 
‘Operndoute’ (Gree nbaum- 


Emelka) (German) (Little 
negie) (5th week). 
‘Keiserliebchen’ (Fox-Atlan- 


tis) (German) (Little Carne- 
gie) (4th week). 

‘Liebeslied’ (Superfilm) (Ger- 
man) (Europa) (3d week). 

‘Geheimdienst’ (Ufa) (Ger- 
man) (Ufa-Cosmopolitan) (2d 
week). 

‘Tell England’ (BIP) (Brit- 
ish) (Cameo) (4). 














150 H. 0. Pathe People Out, with 
Several Pathe Importants Held 





A total of around 150 RKO Pathe 
h.o, people are on the outside with 
merger disposition on the last de- 
partment at RKO Pathe, the pub- 
licity-advertising division, finally 
made. This occurred officially Sat- 
urday (28), with 17 people in the 
department dropped, mostly stenog- 
raphers, clerks and lessers. 
Virginia Morris, publicity writer, 
previously with A. P. Waxman, pub- 
licity department’s head when with 
Warner Bros., and Charles Garrett, 
who handled the distribution house 
organ for the company, were the 
only important members who lost 
out. Garrett sailed Saturday (28) 
for his home in Cuba, 

Waxman, head of the department, 
will later probably swing perma- 
nently into the production division. 
Waxman, as producer with Michael 
Mindlin of the series of 13 Floyd 
Gibbons shorts for Pathe release, 
still has the majority of this group 
to turn out, 

Gibbons’ departure to cover the 
Manchurian situation .for Hearst 
newspapers, approved by Pathe, will 
delay further production on the 
series for a time, but being sold, the 
full series will doubtless be ccm- 
pleted by the end of the current film 
season, 

The merger also retains Rutgers 


Neilson, seven years with Pathe, 
who reported yesterday (30) 


to Hy Daab, Radio Pictures pub- 
licity-advertising chief under whom 
he will work. Likewise retained 
are Lucie Robinson, 13 years with 
Pathe, in charge of advertising 
budgets and requisitions; Mildred 
Kerr, private secretary to Waxman, 
and Betty Merken, who remains at 
Pathe as reception clerk, 


Other Depts. 
While the distribution department 


is merged with headquarters at Ra- 
dio in the Bond building, the for- 











eign department, also combined, re- 
mains in the Pathe building on 45th 


street. Ambrose Dowling, foreign 
head of the combined departments 
has already moved over to 45th 
street. Decision on Tom Delehanty, 
Pathe’s foreign head, now in Europe 
where he has been figuring on new 
exchange points, has not been 
reached as yet, it is said. 


Tom Gorman, contact between the 
Pathe domestic distrib department 
and RKO theatres, has_ been 
dropped. 

With merging of exchanges tak- 
ing in the ad sales department, Lou 
Snitzer, not so long back appointed 
in charge of accessories for Pathe, is 
eliminated. 

E. H. Goldstein, executive aid to 
Lee Marcus at Pathe, is held with 
the combination, as is C. J. (Pat) 
Scollard. Both have executive aid 
posts in the merged RKO-Pathe or- 
ganization with headquarters in the 
Bond building. 

Goldstein presently is clearing up 
‘the debris’ at Pathe, as it’s put be- 
fore moving over. 


Another retention of Pathe is 
Amos Hyatt, assistant treasurer, 
who carries over with the combined 
accounting divisions as a sub-exec. 

With merger now practically com- 
plete six floors of the Pathe build- 
ing are either wholly or partially 
populated. Fourth has the purchas- 
ing ‘department and part of the 
newsreel staff; fifth the research 
department of combined RKO- 
Pathe; eighth combined accounting 
departments; 10th and 12th Pathe 
News, and 1ilth the merged foreign 
department. 

The research department, main- 
tained for production, has Harold 
Hende from Radio in charge, with 
a staff of a half dozen under him. 
Previously Pathe did not have its 
own research division. 

With a view of taking up on 
available space left in the Pathe 
building, RKO-Pathe will attempt 
to swing some of the vaude offices 
currently in the Bond and Palace 
buildings over to the 45th street ad- 
dress. This may include some 





franchised vaude agents. 


— 


Hollywood 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printeg 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Chumps for polo in the picture 
bunch are being gypped on the 
nags. Almost anything on four legs 
will bring around $500 from nov- 
ices. Film names have paid up to 
$2,500 for mounts that won't start 
until you click a couple of milk 
buttles together. 

Matron P. A. 

Quaint angle on the Constance 
Bennett-de la Falaise tie-up with 
Eileen Percy, syndic chatterer, in- 
stalled as matron of honor to hand 
out data to the press. 





Ma’s Wait Contagious 

First case of anyone taking a 
seven-year bunch of options so 
seriously as to balk at the long tie- 
up is the mother of four-year-old 
Sue Collins, who clicked with Uni- 
versal in ‘Papa Love Mamma. 
Mother finally. consented to a 2%- 
year deal. Now Universal is consid- 
ering. 

Arthur Freed leaves for the east 
tomorrow (1) for a month's collab 
on new pop numbers. 





Jackie Coogan has taken over as- 
sets of California Frocks. 





Wm. Lyon Bankupt 
William <A. Lyon, film’ cutter, 
bankrupt with $968 debts, over half 
in medical bills. Assets of $522 in- 
clude $120 claimed as commissions 
from a Hollywood tailor. 





Gene Lamb and a picture outfit 
of eight sailed from New York for 
Northern Tibet Nov. 26 for trave- 
log screen material. 
Par Letouts 

Difficulty of stories for a Chinese 
ingenue is beck of Paramount’s let- 
out of Anna May Wong. Others 
sluffed from the payroll are Dor- 
othy Tree, Allen Vincent, players, 
and Bartlett Cormack, writer. 


Rooster’s First 
First feature for the rooster 
trademark at Radio-Pathe under 
new setup will be ‘House of Glass.’ 
James Creelman is adapating Max 
Marcin’s play. 


Oaks Tavern Quits 
Oaks Tavern, shopping district 
night spot, is surrendering its fix- 
tures to creditors with $44,036 
claims. Employes, including enter- 
tainers and four orchestras, are out 
$6,309. 


McGuire’s Gem Suit 
William Anthony McGuire is sued 
here by an assignee for a $10,750 
jewelry bill incurred with Udell & 
Ballon, New York, last December. 





Pollock Scrams Deal 

Adolph Pollock of Peerless Pic- 
tures went east without consum- 
mating his deals with M. H. Hoff- 
man and Buc Basky for a series 
each. Al Mannon made one for Pol- 
lock, but hasn’t the okay for the 
balance. Al Herman is makifig 
eight for Peerless, and Edward Un- 
yar is due to start on eight the first 
of the year. 


~_-—s 


Another U Horror 
Universal's latest recruit to its 
horror series is the Spanish dialog 
story picked for Ernesto Vilches. 
Laid entirely in an insane asylum, 
and no location trips. 





Hersholt’s Legit Offer 

If Metro overlooks Jean Hersh- 
olt’s option, up in two weeks, he 
will accept Kenneth MacGowan’s 
offer for the lead in ‘Love Story,’ 
New York production of a play by 
Sam Behrman. 

Climax of Career 

Merian Cooper, who has tracked 
strange beasts in exotic corners of 
the world, reported at Radio for a 
travel assignment and was drafted 
as studio investigator. Reports ef- 
ficiency suggestions to David Selz- 
nick, 

In French 

Claude Lara, foreign director, will 
meg Warners’ French version of 
‘Local Boy Makes Good.’ Dialog in 
translation by Valentin Mandelstam. 








Francis’ ‘Wife’ 

Kay Francis gets ‘Hungry Wife,’ 
adapted from Arthur Richman’s 
play, ‘Heavy Traffic,’ at Warners in 
lieu of ‘Rich Are Always With Us,’ 
which Ruth Chatterton will do. 
William Dieterle will meg ‘Wife.’ 


Al Herman is splitting his 16- 
feature contract for Hollywood Pic- 
ture Corp., with John Cline, former- 
ly eastern legit. 





Opening in N. Y. in a skit, Vera 





Gordon and her daughter, Nadijia, 
leave here Dec. 4, 





Niblo, Garrett Ops. 

Two Paramount writers, Freq 
Niblo, Jr., and Oliver H. P. Garrett, 
underwent emergency appendix Op- 
erations. 

Stanwyk in ‘Big’ 

Remake of ‘So Big’ slated by War. 
ners as first starrer for Barbara 
Stanwyk under her new WB termer, 
James C, Fagan, playright, brought 
west to script, with William Well. 
man directing. 


Edward Alperson and Bradwel) 
Sears, Warners national and west- 
ern sales managers, here huddling 
with the Warner Brothers, 


‘Seas’ for Gable 
‘China Seas’ on Metro's spring list 
for Clark Gable, is being readied by 
John Colton and John Lynch. Nove} 
by Crosbie Garstin. 
Tec-Art Revives 
Four weeks darkness at Tec-Art, 


leasing studio, ended when ‘The 
Drifter’ went under lights last 
week. Phil O’Connor megging for 


Willis Kent. 
Roland in ‘Cardboard’ 
After two years of no parts, Gil- 
bert Roland comes back in Metro’s 
‘Cardboard Lover,’ for which he hag 


a solo picture contract. Replaces 
Nils <Asther, who gets’ another 


phlicker. 
Carthay’s Legit Deals 

Fanchon & Marco booking depart- 
ment will spot the next attraction, 
legit show, into the Carthay Circle. 
L. A. Light Opera Assn’ may doa 
16-week season of operettas, if it 
can get such names as Irene Dunne 
and Ramon Navarro for leads. If 
the Circle can get any $1.50 caliber 
pictures, may continue’ intermite- 
tently as a film showcase. 

Harry Arthur left for a 10-day 
tour of the Fox-West Coast circuit, 








Hal Roach will devote most of his 
time to production, with Henry 
Ginsberg, his new assistant, taking 
over the distribution and business 
problems. 


Films vs. Legit 

Simultaneous film and stage runs 
on ‘Tonight or Never’ and ‘Private 
Lives’ have the legit producers 
nervous. “Tonight’ film opens at the 
United Artists Thursday against the 
Belasco attraction, while ‘Private’ 
film in San Francisco may kill the 


Edward Everett Horton stage 
show’s northern chances. Horton 


figures on a Hollywood break, with 
the picture not due here until Janue 
ary. 


Owed Billies 
Three of the Glen Rice hill-billies 
at. KTM walked, claiming $131 owed. 
Returned to their old spot at 
KMPC, Beverly Hills. 


Richard Boleslavsky dropped from 
Radio directorial staff. Did one pice 
ture, ‘Gay Diplomat.’ 


For the third time, ‘Bugle Call’ is 
being groomed at Metro. Now for 
Wallace Beery and Clark Gable. 
Leonard Praskins adapted and dias 
loged. 





Local NBC relays, KFI and KECA, 
will monopolize the class night spot 
music when KFI gets Jimmy Griers 
Cocoanut Grove orches on the air 
tomorrow (1). KECA just took Earl 
Burtnett’s Biltmore bunch, 


Russell Mack to direct ‘Sons of 
the Legion’ at U. 


‘Maiden’ Awaits Mae 


Waiting for Mae Clarke to get 
through at Columbia, ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ held up until Nov. 30 at 


Universal. 


Norman McLeod leaving this week 
for N. Y. to talk over story with 
Marx Bros. for their next Para- 
mount picture, returning here with 
them Jan. 11, 


Wilshire Club Suits 
All that’s left of the Wilshire 
League Club, raided 10 days ago, is 
$585 worth of labor claims against 
Maurice Gebber, promoter, and @ 
suit by the Ambassador Hotel to 
collect $583 rent due. 








Harry Barris’ contract at the 
Cocoanut Grove is (24), but he 
sticks at the Ambassador spot until 
his new wife, Loyce Whiteman, 1S 
also through there. 





Fox’s New Meggers . 
Maiden megs for three mgen re 
two pictures starting at Fojx 


week. ‘Gay Bandit’ has Johjh Con- 
sidine. ‘Disorderly Conduc®’ is j 
co-venture for John Sebellf and ’* 


M. Kerrigan, o 
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Receivers Appointed in St. Louis 
For Warner-Skouras Theatre Cos. 


St. Louis, Nov. 30. 

Attorneys for Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures have announced they will ap- 
peal to the Supreme Court of Mis 
gouri the decision handed down by 
Circuit Judge Hogan appointing re- 
eceivers for Skouras Bros. Enter- 
prises and the St. Louis Amusement 
Co., both controlled by 
through stock ownership. 


Warners 


Skouras Bros. company operates 
the Ambassador and Missouri, first- 
run picture theatres; St. Louis 
Amusement Company operates 23 
neighborhood film houses. 

The suits did not allege insolv- 
ency, but the charge was made that 
Warners is managing the concerns 
to the detriment of minority stock- 
holders. It was charged that War- 
mers stripped the Skouras concern 
of its most competent executives, 
transferring them to its own offices 
in’ New York, and otherwise con- 
ducted the affairs of each of the 
concerns to their own interests. 

Judge Hogan appointed Judge 
William Dee Becker of the St. Louis 
Court of Appeals as receiver for the 
Skouras Co., and Jesse W. Barrett, 
former attorney-general of Missouri, 
was named to supervise an account- 
ing requested in the suit. Harry S. 
Rooks was appointed attorney for 
the receiver. 

Receivers named for the St. Louis 
Amusement Co. are Henri Chouteau, 
owner of the Odeon theatre build- 
ing, and Roy F. Britton, president of 
the Automobile Club of Missouri. 
Lambert E. Walther, attorney for 
the plaintiff, and Guy A. Thompson, 
president of the American Bar As- 
sociation, are attorneys for the re- 
ceivers. 

The court fixed the surety bonds 
for each of the three receivers at 
$50,000. 


Plaintiff Former Partner 


The suits were filed by minority 
stockholders of the two companies 
five mcnths ago, and the hearings 
were spread over most of that time. 
Chief among the complainants was 
Harry Koplar, former partner and 
close associate of the three Skour- 
ases, George, Spyros and Charles, 
the executives who the petitions al- 
leged were wrongfully taken away 
from the St. Louis theatres. 

The Skourases, in association with 
Koplar, started the two concerns 
and conducted their affairs until 
1928, when controlling interest was 
sold to Warner Bros. Discussing 
this transaction, Judge Hogan said 
in his decree that Skouras Bros.’ 
common stockholders ‘received the 
equivalent of about $3,640,000 for 
stock which the day before had a 
market value of about $300,000,’ and 
the value of the preferred stock 
‘quickly declined from $68 per share 
to $4, or from the aggregate market 
value of about $1,700,000 to about 
$100,000.’ 

The common stock only was 
bought by Warner Bros. first, but 
later four-fifths of the preferred 
was obtained. 

Judge Hogan provided in his de- 
cree for an adjustment of the dif- 
ferences among the various parties 
to the ligitation over a 15-year man- 
agerial contract dating from 1926, 
under which Spyros and Charles 
Skouras managed the three big the- 
atres. The contract was cancelled 
when Warners bought out the busi- 
ness, and that cancellation was a 
principal grievance of the complain- 
ing minority stockholders. 


From Black to Red 


The court explained later that the 
Skourases can not be forced to re- 
sume the contract, but that some 
settlement should be made. If this 
is done, the decree provides that 
Judge Becker shall also become re- 
ceiver for the Super Theatres Com- 
pany, one of the subsidiary concerns 
through which the Skourases ope- 
rated. The affairs of this concern 
and Skouras Bros. Enterprises are 
much intermingled, the court de- 
clared. 

When the theatres were under the 
management of Spyros and Charles 
Skouras they were earning at the 
rate of about $5,000 a week, but now 
they are losing at about the same 
rate, the decree sets forth. It is 
further declared there is evidence of 
‘other acts of negligent mismanage- 
ment, but the extent to which such 
acts have caused injury, damage and 
loss cannot be determined without 
further investigation on the part of 
the receiver,’ 








Judgments 


Edgar Allen; J. Milton Neale, 
Inc.; $820.99. 

Chas. Burns; N. Y. Band In- 
strument Co., Inc.; $137.20. 

‘G.-H:-& P. Amus. Corp.;-B. 
Rosenbaum; $703.13. 

Jazz Lips Richardson; P. S. 
G. Theatrical Enterprises, Inc.; 
$1,155.75. 

Percy Oakes; N. 
phone Co.; $272. 


LOOK FOR FOX-ROGERS 
SETTLEMENT IN SUIT 


Fox Films and Saul Rogers may 
settle differences out of court. 

Former general counsel for the 
Fox properties is suing for $564,000 
alleged due under a contract dated 
October, 1929. That was when Wil- 
liam Fox headed the companies. 
Rogers claims his weekly stipend to 
be due at $3,000 a week. 

Rogers was replaced not long 
after the Harley L. Clarke interests 
took over the Fox management. 
Present counsel for Fox is Hughes, 
Schurman and Dwight, downtown 
law firm. 


J. C. Smith’s Post 


John C. Smith, formerly with Pub- 
lix in the west and south, has been 
spotted at the home office to suc- 
ceed Harry Rosenwald, who recent- 
ly became assistant to Harry Katz 
in the operating division. As ad- 
vertising contact for Milton H. Feld, 
Smith will handle Denver,. Buffalo, 
Rochester, Syracuse, New Haven 
and Boston. 

J. I. McInerney will take care of 
the Greater New York group of 
houses under Feld. 

Smith was with Publix six years 
until recently, when he went into 
another business. 


Y. Tele- 




















Caballero on Roxy Board 


Charles Caballero, Asst. Gen. 
Mer. of Fox theatres under Harry 
Arthur, has been named to the Roxy 
board of directors at a meeting of 
the latter body held last week. 

Board declared the usual quarter- 
ly of 75 cents. 

Caballero replaces Saul Rogers, 
former general counsel for Fox. 





j}around $95. 
| the Pathe bonds had dropped to $59. 








PATHE BONDS AT $65 


Reflex of RKO'’s Financing Embar- 
assment 








A reflex of the RKO quotation 
decline and refinancing proclama- 
tion is said to be in the current 
price of Pathe bonds, $65. 

Prior to the RKO announcement, 


|; the Pathe bonds had been at over 
| $80, while their high since Pathe 


sold to RKO in January, last, was 
Previous to that sale 


The Pathe bonds are dependent 
for redemption to quite some extent 


}on the liquidation of that company 
iby the full payment to it of the 


purchase price paid for Pathe by 
RKO, around $5,000,000. Of that 
RKO liability there is said to be 
outstanding as an RKO obligation, 
not yet reaching maturity, about 
$4,000,000. 





Mystery Play in 
55 Mins. for Film 
Houses—3 Wk. Test 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Legit-film notion for picture 
houses is on the increase. Latest to 
join the festival are the Publix- 
Great States theatres which on Dec. 
6 take the ‘Blue Ghost,’ mystery 
paly now current at the Playhouse 
here. 

Play opens in Aurora and if mak- 
ing good on a three-week test it will 
continue until Jan. 26, hopping 
through 14 towns in all on a split 
week route. 

Legit show will play a continuous 
policy, doing three performances on 
weekdays and four on holidays. 
Question of length held up the deal 
at first but running time finally 
agreed upon at 55 minutes. 


Arthur Mayer’s Operation 


An examination and the hospital 
with an immediate operation totaled 
Arthur Mayer's Thanksgiving in 
bed. 

Not feeling any too well Wednes- 
day morning, Mayer left his office as 
ad chief of Publix in the Paramount 
suilding, going to his physician. In 
about an hour he and the doc were 
at the Mt. Sinai hospital 

Mayer had an aggravated appen- 
dix, with the operation just before 
it would have burst. 

Yesterday the patient was in good 
shape and may leave the hospital 
for home in about two weeks. 














Bulked Tax Figures on Amusements; 
1930, 1929 and to 1927 for Comparison 





Washington, Nov. 30. 
Preliminary figures on income tax 
payments discloses that ‘service’ 
corporations, in which the various 


amusement enterprises are grouped, 
increased in number as to those 
making returns though the number 
that reported net income upon 
which the tax was paid decreased 
over 2,000 in number. 

Statistics made public by the In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau has 18,102 
‘service’ corporations in 1930 re- 
porting their net income as $2,317,- 
471,000. These corporations include 
professional, amusements, hotels, 
etc. 

Last year (1929) the 20,230 cor- 
porations of this class reporting net 
earnings set their income down as 
$3,051,820,000, 

It will be several months before 
these preliminary figures are fur- 
ther broken down to give the 
amusement corporations alone. 

For 1929, which figures have just 
been completed and made public, 
had 882 legit, and vaude corpora- 
tions reporting; 323 of these grossed 
$63,007,645, with a net of $7,986,157, 
while the remaining 443 grossed 
40,802,052 and lost $8,485,408. 

Of the 291 picture producers that 
reported, 101 grossed $280,302,870 in 
1929 and netted $50,237,852, while the 
other 142 grossed $63,141,914, and 
had a deficit of $5,828,320. 

It was almost an even split on 
the picture exhibiting corporations 
as to those using the black and red 
ink. Twenty-four hundred and seven 
reported; 1,293 grossed $379,663,353, 





and netted $41,043,920, while 1,046 
grossed $129,775,578, and lost $138,- 
650,294 in so doing. 

Going back two years to 1927 for 
comparative purposes the 1929 fig- 
ures, disclose that of the legit and 
vaude corporations had dropped 
from 1,008 corporations of which 615 
had a net in 1927 to the 882 re- 
corded _.in total, and 323 with a profit 
in 1929! but two of the picture pro- 
ducers Gropped, it being 293 in 1927, 
of whick 116 made a profit, against 
291, with 101 making a profit in 
1929; as to the exhibiting corpora- 
tions there was an increase in num- 
ers here from 2,158, of which 1,263 
made a profit in 1927 to 2,407 of 
which 1,293 made a profit. 

Grosses to the exhibitors also 
made a hefty increase, the 1929 in- 
take of those making a profit being 
$378,663,000, against the like group 
in 1927, grossing $255,798,000. Net 
earrings in 1929 were $41,043,000, 
against $27,225,000 in 1927. 

Combining the picture exhibitors 
grosses for 1929 the total reporting. 
2,407, counted a grand gross of 
$508,438,931 as having passed their 
respective box office windows. 

In 1927 the 2,158 that reported, 
whether with a net or a deficit the 
gross income of both groups was 
$345,771,1323; 1929 were red approxi- 
mately $150,000,000 over 1927. 

Of course the 1930 situation had 
elapsed before the compilation of 
these figures but it’s clearly shown 
that though they may be shopping 
and that depression may be here, 
the mob still is turning the turn- 
stiles and plenty. 


Par Bonds Crack, $45, Stock Sinks; 
Amusements !gnore Market Rally, 
RKO, Radio, Gen. Thr. Hit New Lows 








, >. 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales High. Low.Close.ch’g 
300 Con. F.... 7% 6'4 74+ % 
400 Do pf.... 13% 13 131 1. 
3,100 Fox... -- 5% SH S8%— % 
5,200 Gen. Thr.. 1 % %— % 
8,200 Loew . -» 36% 34% 35% +1 
40 Orph pf... 8% 8% Ry 4, 
34,200 Par-P .... 11% 10% 10% —1% 
1,000 Pathe e & %B— % 
700 Pathe A... 2% 2% 2%— %& 
34,500 RCA ..... 8% TT TH+ 
10,300 RKO ,.... 2 1% l%e—- % 
GROG FB sccccs 3% 8% 3% — % 
BONDS* 
$17,000 Gen. Thr.. 7 6% 6y4%—% 
92,000 Loew ..... 90% 90 oo +% 
38,000 Par-P .... 53 45% 48 -—3 
2,000 Shub ..... 3% 35% 3% — % 
15,000 WB ...... 82% 32% 32% — % 
CURB 
wee Cal. BPiccce § 5 6 +% 
500 Fox Th.... % % % 
200 Gen. T. pf. 1 % 1 
200 Tech. .... 3% 3% 8% 
200 Trams-L .. 2% 22% 2% 
* Sales and prices to 2.45 pr. m. 











‘HUR’ AT RIALTO AND 
‘STRUGGLE’ FOR RIVOLI 


Publix has booked the synchron- 
ized ‘Ben Hur’ (M-G) for a run at 
the New York Rialto opening next 
Thursday (3). 

Publix bookers are also giving 
the reissue test dates in various 
parts of the country. Circuit has 
not yet viewed or considered the 
sound version of Metro's ‘Big Pa- 
rade’ which goes into the Roxy 
Dec. 11. 

D. W. Griffith’s ‘Struggle (UA) 
has also been dated for the Rivoli 
Dec, 10. Means that ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (UA), once pulled from the 
Rialto schedule, will now trail 
‘Struggle’ to a New York screen. 

These bookings send ‘Sooky’ 
(Par) to the Rialto. ‘Cock o’ the 
Air,’ Howard Hughes’ aviation fea- 
ture, also goes to the Rialto, being 
penciled behind ‘Sooky.’ 


2 F-WC DIVISIONS ON 
COAST NOW H.0. RULE 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 


Elimination of the Los Angeles 
and Southern California divisions of 
Fox-West Coast has been ordered, 
to take effect immediately. New 
idea is for all the theatres in South- 
ern California to come under the di- 
rect operation of the home office. 

Shifting around of the personnel 
will make Robert Frost, Los An- 
geles chief, a field representative, 
while Harry Hartman, Southern 
California boss, takes over the San 
Diego city managership. 

Harry Arthur is supervising the 
combined divisions under the new 
lineup. 

Fox West Coast house and div- 
ision managers are coming here late 
in December for conferences with 
Arthur. Purpose will be to check 
on unprofitable houses and the pos- 
sibilities of their elimination. 














Technicolor Drops Pub 
Dept.—Dull Season 


Due to dullness in color produc- 
tion, Technicolor has eliminated its 
advertising and publicity depart- 
ment maintained at the headquar- 
ters of the McCann-Erickson ad 
agency in New York. Originally 
headed by Jerry Beatty, since re- 
signed, lately Tech’s sole represen- 
tative in the agency handling its 
account has been Blake McVeigh. 

Recently working for Tech on a 
part time basis, now eliminated, 
MeVeigh is handling advance work 
for Alice White, film name, pres- 
ently touring picture houses. 





Ufa’s First Stage Show 


Michael Emmett’s Punch and 
Judy stage show goes into the Ufa- 
Cosmopolitan, New York, for three 
weeks beginning Dec. 18. First 
stage entertainment at the German 





The stock market went into new 
low ground during the first hour 


yesterday and then was strong- 


armed into a brisk rally, based o1 
a sharp rebound in grain prices in 


Chicago and the report in New York 
that the Stock Exchange contem- 
plated a new restriction on short 
selling by forbidding lending of 


stock on short sales. 

Most of the active amusements 
went into new low ground during 
the morning pressure and when the 
rally came on practically ignored 
surrounding strength. Paramount 
went to 10%, within an eighth of its 


all-time low, and remained there 


RKO and General Theatres 


broke through into new low terri- 
tory. 

Weakness of Par was explained 
by further declines in its bonds, 
which went to within a fraction of 
45 on unconfirmed reports of new 
financing in the form of refunding. 
The newer liens were especially 
weak, with no dealings in the older 
flotation. Other bonds remained 
about stationary, with the exception 
of General Theatre, which lowered 
its minimum, breaking through 7. 

Loew was an exception to the 
weakness in the group, ending the 
day with a net gain of 1 point, al- 
though at the outset it drifted with 
the rest of the group. 


Near Bear Market Lows 


Saturday completed the third 
week of continuous Cecline, putting 
prices within a narrow margin of 
the bottoms of Oct. 5 as measured 
by the Dow Jones industrial aver- 
ages, and signs of an even tempo- 
rary reversal of the drift were en- 
tirely lacking. Those averages which 
bulk security prices of rails, utilities 
and rails did break through, as 
in the case of the ‘Herald Tribune’ 
chart. 

Dow Jones industrial figure stood 
at 90.02 at the Saturday close, as 
against the Oct. 5 bottom at 86.48. 
Net decline for the week was 7.40 
points, and the drop from the peak 
of the recovery was about 18 points, 
virtually canceling the entire com- 
modity boom recovery. 

Bottoms are not broken, of course, 
until they actually go through en 
the chart, but the performance of 
last week left little doubt in the 
minds of traders that the list was on 
its way to new low marks for the 
whole bear market, and the only 
question now was how soon the 
price structure would reach an over- 
sold condition that might be expect- 
ed to bring about a rebound. There 
was a general feeling that the re- 
sistance point ought to be reached 
some time this week or next, dope 
being based on the probability that 
further pressure here and _ there 
would follow dividend action pend- 
ing in a dozen or so important com- 
pany meetings, which would mark a 
selling climax. Also to be consid- 
ered is the fact that tax selling 
might be expected to wear itself out 
in another week or ten days. 

Selection of the nearby date is 
vaguely dependent upon last year’s 
performance. Idea comes partly 
from a hunch. The 1931 movements 
in a general way have followed the 
pattern of 1930, with breaks in June 
and October, and ticker devotees feel 
that the same coincidence—assum- 
ing that it is a coincidence—ought 
to follow in a new December bottom. 
Chart students, maybe, are influ- 
enced also by the circumstance that 
prolonged declines have so far this 
year been arrested for the time be- 
ing roughly before the 10th of the 
new month. No reason why it 
should happen so, but it has, 

Cumulative Bear Influences 

Bear developments in the amuse- 
ment shares have been cumulative. 
RKO has just come to a climax in 
its affairs, and it is reported that a 
test is near by in the market for- 
tunes of Warner Bros. Over the 
long and trying summer hope has 
burned in the breasts of bulls in the 
theatre stocks that there would be a 
turn in the tide with the arrival of 
autumn. Instead, the new amuse- 
ment season has only brought new 
problems. There has been an im- 
provement in general theatre at- 
tendance compared to summer, but 
it has not been of normal dimen- 
sions, and meanwhile financial prob- 
lems are pressing. 

New developments last week were 
all on the down side. After a briei 
and perfunctory rally RKO sank 


while 


film house, idea being to attract/ par; to a new bottom at 2 flat; 
chil ren’s trade. Warner Bros. violated its former 
With the Punch and Judy will | bottom, going to 3%, against the 


be ‘Emil and Die Detektive,’ chil- 
dren's picture, as the main feature. 


previous extreme low of 3%, and to 
(Continued on page 10) 
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‘His Woman’s’ $23,000 Paces L. A: 
‘Over the Hill and ‘Safe in Hell 
Dull on Their Day-and-Dating 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

Thanksgiving means the differ- 
ence between red and black for sev- 
eral local theatres this week, al- 
thcugh business is not particularly 
bright. 

‘Over the Hill’ won’t reach above 
$10,000 in day and dating at the 
Criterion and Egyptian, which is a 
sad showing. Dropping from a 
smack $33,000, with ‘Possessed’ last 
week, Loew’s State is easing along 
at an $18,000 pace on ‘Flying High.’ 

Getting what Metro. considers 
slough picture, the RKO is set for 
around $15,000 with ‘Phantom of 
Paris’ almost @Gouble its previous 
week. The. Orpheum likewise is 
turning in fair tally of $10,000 
for ‘Suicide Fleet’. Day and date of 
‘Safe in Hell’ at Warners, Holly- 
wood and downtown, with stage 
shows, looks like $12,000 for the 
Hollywood and $10,000 at Down- 
town, not particularly strong. 
These two houses go on a trial 
triple day and date scheme with 
Warners’ New Western starting 
Dec. 2. ‘Loca’ Boy’ will be the 
three-way film. 

The Chinese is easing a bit to 
$14,000 on the third week of ‘The 
Champ’ at $1.50 top. At the Para- 
mount ‘His Woman’ is at a nice 
$23,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50). 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) and _ stage 
show (3rd week). At $14,000 easing 
slightly but okay. Last week was 
good enough on $18,000. 

Criterion .(Fox) (1,600; 35-65). 
“Over the Hill’ (Fox) (1st: week). 
Disappointing at $6,500 gait, Last 
week final five days of ‘Ambassador 
Bill (Fox) only $2,500. 

Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 50-75) 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) (1st week). 
Too weak on $3,500 for this Holly- 
wood site, Last week final five days 
of ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) $1,500. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50) ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Pathe). Doing fair enough 
at indicated $10,000. Last week final 
session for ‘Our Children’ (Radio), 
meager $5,000. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
$90) ‘Notre Dame’ (U) and stage 
show. Unimpressive showing here 
at $8,500. Las* week ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) around same figure. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75) ‘His Woman’ (Par) and stage 
show. Making a nice week of it by 
flirting with $23,000. Last week ‘Rich 
Man’s Folly’ (Par) poor at $18,000; 
stage budget cut for current week. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65) ‘Phantom. of 
Paris’. (M-G) and vaude. Will show 
a good $15,000 this week. Last week 
poorest since inception of eight-act 
policy on $8,500; had indie film on 
screen. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) 
Flying High’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Down and back to $18,000 
Pace, light. Last week a standout 
with ‘Possessed’ (M-G) ripping off 
a big $33,000. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1) ‘Arounec the World’ (UA) 
(2nd final week). Only $8,000 and 
departing. Last week Fairbanks’ 
travelog $12,000, meager. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 35-60) 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Ordinary at 
$5,000. Last "eek ‘Madelon Claudet’ 


(M-G) $4,500. 
Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75) 
‘Mad Genius’ (WB) (2nd week). 


Fair with $10,000 on holdover. Last 
week same film around $12,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75) 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) and vaude. Be- 
low average at $10,000. Last ‘Five 
Star Final’ $8,000 on second run 
showing. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75) 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) and stage show. 
No excitement in $12,000. Last 
week ‘Compromised’ (FN) was 
jerked after a day and a half, ‘Five 
Star Final’ finishing out week to 





NEW HAVEN SPARKLES 


$20,000 for ‘Champ’ and ‘His Wom- 
an’ $17,000—‘Blonde Crazy’ $6,000 








New Haven, Nov. 30. 
(Drawing population, 300,000) 
‘Champ’ will take the big money 
this week and should set depression 
period record. The Poli is using a 
local talent frolic currently instead 
of its usual stage presentation. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
‘His Woman’ (Par) and unit. Good 
at $17,000. Last week ‘Rich Man’s 


Folly’ (Par) and Jack Oakie in per- 
son, $18,400. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Champ’ 
(M-G) and unit. Looks to touch 
heavy $20,000, best in months. Last 
‘Possessed’ (M-G) got sweet $18,600. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN) at fair $6,000 
clip for eight days. Last week ‘Wo- 
man of Experience’ and ‘Penrod,’ a 
modest $4,500 for six days. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Am- 
bassador Bill’ (Fox). ©n way to 
moderate $4,200. Last week ‘Big Pa- 
rade’ (M-G) in sound, fair at $4,300. 
Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Dangerous 
Affair’ (Col) and. ‘Mad Parade’ 
(Par). Should get satisfactory $4,300. 
Last week ‘Bad Company’ and 
‘Smart Woman’ got by with $4,000. 


‘His Woman,’ Plus 
Stage Help, Fine 
$24,000 in Balto. 


Baltimore, Nov. 30, 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

The Friday opening is general 
with the downtown houses now. 
Auditorium steps out of the film 
ranks again, reducing downtown 
screen houses by one. House leased 
this week by Junior League for 
local production. Wiil no doubt re- 
turn to screen fare. Competition to 
screens furnished this week by an 
indoor circus at an armory. 
The Century looks to be in front 
this week with ‘His Woman’ and 
Alice White on the stage. The 
‘Guardsman’ looks a good bet in the 
deluxe Parkway and ‘Frankenstein’ 
is promising at Keith’s. 

Estimates for the Week 
Century (Loew-UA)—His Wom- 
an’ (Par) (3,200; 25-60) and stage 
show. Headed for big business. 
Alice White got good press tie-ups 
and Colbert-Cooper are pop here; 
chance for $24,000, best since early 
autumn. Last week ‘Flying High’ 
(M-G) okay $22,000. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
—‘The Champ’ (M-G) (3-600; 25- 
60). Maybe very good $20,000. Last 
week ‘Possessed’ (M-G) to an ex- 
cellent $23,500. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) — ‘The 
Guardsman’ (M-G) (1,500; 25-35). 
Will get class trade but won’t go so 
big up here; average $3,500. Last 
week ‘Penrod’ (FN), a first run but 
just fair, $2,900. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) — ‘The 
Guardsman (M-G) (1,000; 25-35). 
Okay. for this select uptown stand; 
should go to $4,800. Last week ‘Cu- 
ban’ (M-G) surprised by excellent 
draw for $5,100. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) — ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) (2,500; 25-50). A good 
$8,500 or better. Last week ‘Touch- 
down’ $6,000 in five days, all right. 

Rivoli (L. Rome)—‘Reckless Liv- 
ing’ (U) (2,000; 25-40). Seems to 
be running along satisfactorily un- 
der receivership; comfortable at 
about $4,000. Last week ‘Murder at 
Midnight’ (Tiff), $4,200. 

New (Mechanic)—Surrender’ 
(Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Maybe a good 
$8,000. Last week ‘Over the Hill’ 
(Fox), $8,500. 











poor $8,000. 


Denver for ‘Bill,’ $11,000; 
But Snubs ‘Hill,’ $4,500 


Denver, Novy. 30. 

The Aladdin is the only house 
having any kick on grosses this 
week. Combination of ‘Over the 
Hill’ with cold weather is too much, 
especially with Will Rogers at the 
Tabor proving local fans would 
rather laugh than cry. Paramount’s 
ringing up a fine week with ‘The 
Champ.’ 

Huffman takes over the Rialto 
Dec. 3 to remodel and reopen Christ- 
mas. 

Pictures at the Paramount, Tabor 
and Aladdin are running eight days 
this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
14)—Over the Hill’ (Fox) (8 days). 








Hippodrome (Rappaport) — ‘The 
Bargain’ (FN) and vaude (2,500; 25- 
50). Hitting most consistent aver- 
age in town; has been almost to 
$17,000 and has dropped to $11,000, 
but averages over $12,000, and that’s 
nice; short of $12,000 this week. Last 
week ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col), with 
Grant Withers topping stage; just 
$12,000. 





Not doing well and only $4,500 in 
prospect. Last week ‘Heartbreak’ 
(Fox) poor $3,500 on six days. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—‘His Woman’ (Par) and unit. Will 
be all right on $17,000. Last week 
‘Possessed’ (M-G) took a spurt to- 
ward end and finished with $16,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,900; 
35-50) —‘The Champ’ (M-G). Looks 
fine for $13,000. Last week ‘Local 
Boy’ (FN) did $5,700 in six days. 

Huffman’'s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) (8 days). 
Swell for $11,000. Last week ‘Men 
in Her Life’ (Col) a poor $5,500. 


25- 











HAINES IN PERSON AND 
‘CHILDREN’ TOP $20,000 


Newark, Nov. 30. 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
For the first weekend this fall the 
weather is giving business a break. 
Fine grosses are expected at Loew's 
with William Haines in person and 
at Proctor’s with ‘Our Children, 

Both houses will top $20,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
‘Local Boy’ (FN). Even with the 
holiday, weak at $9,000. Last week 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN) no sensation 





at $8,300. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) 
‘Compromised’ (FN) and ‘Side- 
walks’ (M-G). Both first runs 
should do well enough at $4,500. 


Last week ‘Mad Parade’ (Par) and 
‘Shanghaied Love’ (Col) fine at 
$4,900 on six days. 

Carlton (Ufa) (473; 35-50) ‘Ihre 
Hoheit Befiehlt’ (Ufa). Expects 
nice $1,400. Last week ‘Zug-13’ 
(Ufa) fair at over $1,000. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50-65) ‘Zwei Herzen’ (Superfilm- 
Tobis). Getting near end of run; 
fifth week about $1,500. Last week 
okay at $2,000. 

Loew’s State (M-G) (2,780; 30-50) 
‘The Guardsman’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Haines in person a draw; close to 
$21,000. Last week ‘Phantom of 
Paris’ (M-G) biggest of all vocal 
Gilberts; okay, above $16,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60) ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) 
and vaude. Bancroft should pull a 
fair $16,000. Last week ‘Once a 
Lady’ (Par) $16,700. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 25-40- 
50-60) ‘Our Children’ (Radio). Just 
right for Newark; presages over 
$20,000. Last week ‘Suicide Fleet’ 
(Pathe) satisfactory, $16,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) and ‘Branded 
Men’ (Tiff) with ‘Ruling Voice’ 
(FN) and ‘Scareheads’ (Capitol) on 
split. New policy going well but 
continued protection second runs is 
bringing the biz; nice $6,000. Last 
week ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) and 
‘Captivation’ (Cap) with ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox) and ‘Love Song’ (Brit- 
ish) on split, good, over $7,000. 


$50,000 for ‘Champ’ and 
‘Frankenstein’ in K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 30. 


Big play seems to be for ‘The 
Champ’ at Loew’s Midland, and 
‘Frankenstein’ at the Mainstreet. 
Both pictures have been furnished 
much extra publicity. 

While the Mainstreet has not ad- 
vertised its show ‘for adults only,’ 
it has withdrawn its regular 10-cent 
kid price and announced in its ads 
‘No ehildren’s prices.’ Didn't seem 
to make any difference, as the kids 
flocked just the same. 

Last week’s business hurt by the 
weather, cold and wet. 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50), 
‘The Champ’ (M-G). Extra heavy 
publicity and week looks like best 
in many moons; should hit $26,000, 
splendid. Last week ‘Possessed’ 
(M-G) nice with $23,000. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60), 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and vaude. Also 
nicely publicized and with strong 
stage show will likely draw about 
$24,000, big. Last week ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Pathe) $18,000. 

Newman (1,890; 25-30-50), ‘Over 
the Hill’ (Fox). Quick change of 
bookings brought this one in; just 
fair at about $8,000. Last week 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) held up 
nicely for $11,000. 

Liberty (1.000; 25-50), ‘Borneo’ 
(U). Looks about $3,500. Last week 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN) $4,000, okay. 


FRISCO GATE $16,000, 
‘FLEETS’ $14,000, GOOD 


San Francisco. Nov. 30. 


Thanksgiving brought a healthy 
day’s business to bolster picture 
grosses for this week. But it won’t 
save all of ’em. Most satisfactory 
biz is going to RKO and UA. 

Return of eight acts to the Golden 
Gate with an extra publicity splurge 
is currently setting that house sev- 
eral grand ahead of its usual pace 
for $16,000. RKO’s tapping the bell 
at its other house, the Orpheum, 
which is snapping out of the dol- 
drums for a neat $14,000 on ‘Suicide 
Fleet.’ Two weeks notice posted for 
employes but house isn’t likely to 
close right now. 

United Artists has ‘Around the 
World,’ and a healthy $12,500 is in 
sight. Fox, with ‘His Woman,’ is 
low, as is the Warfield with ‘Honor 
of the Family,’ in which Bebe 
Daniels stars and runs competition 
to herself in person in ‘Last of Mrs. 
Cheyney’ (legit) at the Alcazar. 
Will Rogers’ ‘Ambassador Bill’ hung 
on for an extra two days at the 
Paramount, with ‘Over the Hill’ 
opening Saturday (28). 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 35-65)—‘His Woman’ 
(Par) and stage show. Very poor 
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Minneapolis Boom Week 





‘Possessed,’ ‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Claudet’ All 
Galloping—Trio May Reach $57,000 








‘BACK HOME’ $10,500 
Fair for 8 Louisville Days—$11,700 
For ‘The Cheat’ 





Louisville, Nov. 30. 
Cold weather began to pick the 
theatres up this week. All theatres 
experienced a big night after the 
Christmas Carnival Parade on Fri- 
day, the Brown benefiting particu- 
larly with ‘Way Back Home’ and 
Loew’s opening ‘The Champ’, 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s +(3,852; 25-35-50-60) ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G). Will show fine $13,- 


210. Last week ‘Possessed’ (M-G), 
$13,000. 
Strand (1,865; 25-35-50) ‘His 


Woman’ (Par). Bad at $4,800. Last 
week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox), $11,- 
200. 


Brown (2,214; 25-35-50) ‘Way 
Back Home’ (Radio). Opened 
Thursday, $10,500, fair. 

Rialto (2,940; 35-50) (Fourth 


Ave.) ‘The Cheat’ (Par) and vaude. 
Near $11,700. Last week ‘Yellow 
Ticket’ (Fox) good with $13,000. 

Alamo (1,100; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.) ‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB). About 
$5,600, good. Last week ‘Touch- 
down’ (Par), $4,800. 


Frankenstein’s’ Second 
Wk. $20,000—Detroit; 
‘Cheat’ Near $35,000 


Detroit, Nov. 30. 

Holiday weekend meant little 
extra with the exception of the 
Michigan and Downtown theatres. 

‘Frankenstein’ is the wallop of 
the season, on its second week, with 
all house records falling. Sold 
strictly on the gruesome angle, it 
caught the imagination of the pub- 
lic. 








Estimates for This Week 
Michigan ‘The Cheat’ (Par) and 
stage show (4,045; 15-25-35-60). 
Opened a day early and profited; 
will wind up with about $35,000 on 
eight days. Last week, ‘Local Boy’ 


(WB) weak on $17,400 in six days. 

Fox ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) and 
stage show (5,100; 15-25-50). Old- 
time sobber doing okay; will make 
a little money at $30,000. Last week 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) $27,600. 

Fisher ‘West of Broadway’ (M-G) 
and vaude (2,300; 15-25-35-60). An- 
niversary week, with extra stage 
show; making a little money at $22,- 
200, Last week double feature, ‘His 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Beau. Hunks’ 
(M-G) drew a few extra for $21,000. 

Downtown — ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
(2,750; 15-25-50). Second week for 
this almost as big as first; standees 
over weekend mean will get close to 
$20,000, great. First week excep- 
tional, with very big $26,000. 

United Artists ‘Corsair’ (UA) 
(2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Not very 
strong, but will wind up with a 
fair first week of $15,000; probably 
out after 10 days. Last week ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G) fell to $9,000 in third 
week, 

Paramount ‘The Champ’ (M-G) 
(3,448; 15-25-35-60). Getting a nice 
break and will do about $13,000 for 
second week. First week was big 


at $23,000. 
State ‘Possessed’ (M-G) (3,000; 
15-25-50). Being double billed with 


‘Beau Hunks’ and getting a bigger 


play than its final week at the 
United Artists; will do a _ nice 
$11,000. 





at $30,000 for eight days. Last week 
‘Rich Man's Folly’ (Par) had but 
six days and only $28,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65)—‘Bad@ Company’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Most of draw credited to re- 
turning eight acts of vaude; $16,000 
considerably over average. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35-50) 
—‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe). Well sold 
and $14,000 a good intake. Last 
week ‘Our Children’ (Radio) around 
$5,000 on second week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50)— 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). Probably 
a good $17,000. Last week ‘Ambas- 
sador Bill’ (Fox) had nine days and 
$23,500. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60)— 
‘Around the World’ (UA). Doug 
Fairbanks a draw at $12,500. ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA) did but $7,000 last 
week, 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60)— 
‘Honor of Family’ (WB) and stage 
show. Fair at $19,000. Last week 
‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) started 
= but climbed to excellent $24,- 

Warner’s (1,365: 25-35-50-60)— 
‘L. cal Boy’ (FN) Bright with $10,- 
000. Last week ‘I Like Your Nerve’ 





(FN) bad at $4,000. 


dl 





Minneapolis, Nov. 30, 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

With a lineup of strong attrac. 
tions in the loop, the public is flock. 
ing to the show houses in boom. 
time fashion this week. Whether jt 
is just a brief rally or not, it con. 
clusively demonstrates that if the 
entertainment emporiums have 
what the fans want the latter wij 
turn out. 

Pictures causing the _ current 
flurry are ‘Possessed,’ ‘Frankenstein’ 
and ‘Madelon Claudet’ at the threg 
main houses, respectively, Minne. 
sota, Orpheum and State. The Min. 
nesota looks like a $30,000 week ang 
the Orpheum actually is smashing 
records, it being necessary to give 
five complete shows Saturday and 
Sunday. House anticipates as high 
as $22,000, but a conservative esti. 
mate would be around $18,000, and 
that’s big at any time for this spot, 
In each of these instances corking 
campaigns undobutedly are impor. 
tant factors. 

‘Age for Love’ and ‘Heartbreak! 
at Pantages and the Lyric, have 
failed to click. Both are laboring 
under the disadvantage of unfavor- 
able newspaper notices, 

The Seventh Street closed today 
(Monday) for the holiday period, 
Plans call for reopening Christmas 
day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Possessed’ (M-G), F-M unit. Best 
start in five months; complete pro- 
gram well liked; if clip continues, 
$30,000 should be reacheid, great, 
Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox), 
Around $21,600 mild. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—'Made- 
lon Claudet’ (M-G). Critics and 
fans raving and should do about 
$9,000. Big. Last week ‘Touchdown’ 
(Par) close to $9,800, excellent. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and vaude. A 
wow, customers fighting to get in 
opening days; looks like as much as 
$18,000 unless matinees fall down; 
very big. Last week ‘Suicide Fleet’ 
(Pathe) finished nicely after poor 
start; around $12,000 with help of 
‘Frankenstein’ preview as added at- 
traction final midnight. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—‘Age 
for Love’ (UA). Billy Dove means 
nothing to box office here and pice 
ture drew poor notices; good ex- 
ploitation may help to pull around 
fair $6,000. Last week second of 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) about $4,000, 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)— 
‘Heartbreak’ (Fox). Farrell withe 
out Gaynor not much of a magnet; 
about $3,000, not good. Last week 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) near $4,000, fair. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,400; 25- 
40)—‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). Closed 
now until Christmas day; ‘Voice’ 
about $700 for four days, poor. Last 
week ‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) and 
‘Smart Women’ (Radio), split, to 
around $1,200, bad. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Expen- 
sive Women’ (WB) and ‘Compro- 
mised’ (FN), split. Around $1,000 
expected, fair. Last week ‘Murder 
at Midnight’ (Tiff) about $1,200. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Hamilton’ (WB) and ‘Road to 
Singapore’ (WB), split, second runs. 
About $1,000, not good. Last week 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) for full week 
to around $1,800, good. 


$12,000 Fair for ‘Fleet, 
‘Champ’ $9,000, Columbus 


Columbus, Nov. 39. 

(Drawing Population, 475.000) 

Business will look pbetter this 
week with most pictures in for eight 
days due to their holiday debuts. 
Last week’s films therefore only got 
six days. However, the pace at the 
film houses is nothing to call for 
cheers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50), ‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Should step to nice $12,000 on regu- 
lar seven-day week. Last week 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) slumped to 
poor $9,100. 








Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50), 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) and unit. Pe - 
way to pleasant $14,500 for els 


days. Last week ‘Flying High’ (M- 
G) so-so around $10,000, six days. 
Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50), 
‘The Champ’ (M-G). Should step 
for fair $9,000, eight days. Last 
week ‘Possessed’ (M-G) not impor- 
tant at $7,100 for six days despite 
Crawford-Gable combo. 


Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50), 
‘Local Boy’ (WB). Not hot enous 
for more than $4,500, eight Gaye 
Last week ‘Expensive Women’ (W ) 
to $5,000 or less, six days. - 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 19-97 


‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col) and ‘Men™ 
Her Life’ (Col). Right enough op 
$2,600, eight days. Last week, cast 
Sister’ (Fox) and ‘Branded Mem J¥° 


topped $2,000, six days. 
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Bill’ $39,000: ‘Champ,’ $38,000: 





Suicide Fleet, $19,000, Fair; 
Oriental Is a $42,000 Smash’ 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

The Oriental, 
to the Chicago on 
started Friday with the longest lines 
in front of any film house in a year. 
Anticipations of $42,000 for a house 


‘Possessed,’ 


that’s been hitting around $20,000 
tells everything. Crawford always 


strong in this town, and with Gable 
and Duke Ellington band it’s a prize 
loop draw. 

Second wallop of the week is 
“CChamp’ at McVicker’s, which brings 
back glad times with a holdout epi- 
aemic. Femmes are steering towards 
the Beery-Cooper offering, with a 
dozen extra hankies in the bag. 

‘Cuban Love Song’ has died at the 
Roosevelt and will decamp after 
nolding hard in the clinches for two 
weeks. Another fortnighter is ‘Cor- 
sair’ at the United Artists. Got 
away nicely in the opener but down 
like a diver in the second. Out 
pefore letting the house into the los- 
‘ng figures. ‘Guardsman’ comes in 
at the close of this week. 

‘Suicide Fleet’ is not going any- 
where at the State-Lake, probably 
leaving before the regulation 14 
days’ period, to be replaced by 
‘Frankenstein,’ of which much is ex- 
pected. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B & K) (4,000; 
§0-75-85), ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Hitting stride 
easily ou the Will Rogers local 


magnetism; a siide from last week’s 
phenom gross but nevertheless a 
homeoffice pacifier at ‘pleasant $39,- 
000. Last week ‘Possessed’ (M-G) 
beat all hopes at tremendous $56,- 
300. 

Loop-End (Jones-L & S) (1,600; 


35-50-60), ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) 
and vaude. Blossom Seeley and 
3enny Fields headlining on stage; 


with flicker looking oke at $15,000; 
house striving against many odds 
to establish its vaude bargain and 
next week goes to eight acts. Last 
week ‘Gay Diplomat’ (Radio) 
brought $14,200. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B & K) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85), ‘The Champ’ (M-G). 
Aiming at fine $38,000 and getting 
bigger femme play than expected; 
matinees particularly hefty.. Last 
week ‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) com- 
pleted its second-week-and-out for- 
mula to a thin $13,800. 

Oriental (Publix-B & K) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Possessed’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Ugly duckling of the 
loop grows up and rides in the first 
carriage; taking the lead from the 
gilded Chicago this week, with 
Duke Ellington band on stage; film 
moved over from Chicago; sensa- 
tional at $42,000. Last week the 
Ellington band credited for oke 
$29,300 with ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85) 
‘Consolation: Marriage’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Maybe $23,000, not bad. Last 
week ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) held 
cleanly to $24,100. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B & K) (1,500; 
(50-75-85), ‘Cuban Love’ Song’ 
(M-G). Took flabby $17,200 for 
opening week and just holding on 
for final seven days; not better 
than $9,000. ‘Cheat’ (Par), Tallulah 
Bankhead here, Thurs. (3). 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 
85), ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe). First 
stanza got fair $19,000. Last week 
‘Our Children’ (Radio) stayed 12 
days to good enough $30,200. 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) next. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85), ‘Corsair’ (UA). Will 
at least stay two weeks, better than 
previous couple of films; first week 
surprised at clean-cut $20,600, gath- 
ered mostly in early day, falling 
away sharply towards close; which 
means that current and final stanza 
can't hope for better than soft $12,- 
000. ‘Guardsman’ (M-G on Satur- 
day (5). 


50-75- 


Chill Spurs Montreal: 
‘Sidewalks’ Near $15,000 


Montreal, Nov. 30. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Cold weather has at last hit this 
city and won't hurt the pictures. 
His Majesty’s has ‘Chauve Souris’ 
(legit) and *he nabes are doing 
slightly better all over. 
Estimates For This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
$2.50) ‘Chauve Souris’ (legit). Gross 
here should be around $10,000. Last 
week local musical was 
but house was vented, 
Palace (FP) (2.700; 
Clandet’ (M-G). First showing here 
of Helen Hayes and big ballyhoo; 
may reach fair $12,000. Last week 
Cuban’ (M-G) fell to $12,500. 
Capitol (I°P) 12.700; 60) ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) and “Big Gamble’ (Pathe). 
Not out of ordinary around $12,000. 


near-flop 


75) ‘Madelon 
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Providence, Nov. 30. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 


‘The Champ,’ at Loew’s State, will | 


be this leader 
‘Frankenstein’ is at the Victory 
after a strong week at the Albee. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75)— 


week's 


‘The Caamp’ (M-G). Received a 
fine press and house aiming for 
$20,000. Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) 
and ‘Beau Hunks’ (M-G) nice at 
$15,000. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50)—Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (Pathe). A puzzle, 
but $9,000 probable. Last week 


‘Frankenstein’ (U), despite’ refusal 
of papers to play up campaign for 
thriller, crashed $9,500, good for this 
house. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; §-50)— 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox), and ‘Neck 


and Neck.’ House can only depend 
on first feature; first time town has 
given Elissa Landi a break; should 
tilt $9,000. . Last week ‘Local Boy’ 
(FN) and ‘Compromised’ (FN) just 
so-so, $8,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘His 
Woman’ (Par). All sorts of plug- 
ging and maybe $10,000. Last week 


‘Touchdown’ (Par) $6,700 in six 
days. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35)— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U). Here for four 
days after Albee; drawirg and 


probably will touch close to $1,000. 


Fay’s (1,600; 15-50)—‘Road to 
Reno’ (Par), and vaude. Should 
give house at least $7,000, excep- 
tionally good. Last week ‘Lasca’ 


(U) managed to hit $5,800. 


Indianapolis Is Satisfied, 
Indiana’s $20,000 Chance 


Indianapolis, Nov. 39. 
Business is picking up, due. to 
heavier exploitation, good pictures 
and betier stage presentations. With 
the return of Charlie Davis and band 
from Brooklyn, folks began to jam 
the Indiana again. 


Over at the Palace ‘The Champ’ 
is doing well, and by the end of the 
week all the kids in town will have 
their dads to see the show. 


Estimates for This Week 


Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) 
and F-M unit. Charles Davis’ band, 
local fevorite, on return; should see 
$20,000 for first good looking week 
in months. Last week ‘Loca] Boy’ 
(FN) mediocre $15,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Touchdown’ (Par). Can set a new 
seasonal record at $11,000, excellent. 
Exploitation through seven college 
and university glee clubs in state 
helping; a glee club sings every 
night in competing for $1,000 prize. 
Last week ‘His Woman’ (Par) nice 
$9,000 on feminine appeal. 

Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). A replay from 
the Circle; should coast in at $1,000. 
Last week ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) fared 
a little under that figure. 

Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Champ’ (M-G). Possibly $10,000; 
best in months. Last week ‘Posses- 
sion’ (M-G) cracked $8,500, okay. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,460; 25- 
35-50) —‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). Prob- 
ably $8,000, but has chance to climb. 
Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) 
clicked for about $7,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Lasca of Rio Grande’ (U) and 
vaude. Larry Rich unit may help 
for $9,500, fair. Last week ‘Blond 
Crazy’ (WB), $9,000. 











Last week ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) 
and ‘Touchdown’ (Par), also about 


$12,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) ‘Side- 
walks’ (M-G) and vaude. Buster 
Keaton generally surefire here; 
possibly $15,000. Last week ‘Mad 
Genius’ (WB) jacked top fine, 
$14,C00. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) ‘East 
of Borneo’ (U) (2nd week). Maybe 
$5,000 this week. Last week same 
film, $9,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) 
‘Graft’ (U) and ‘Sundown Trail’ 
(Pathe). About average at $2,800. 
Last week ‘Confessions of Co-Ed’ 
(Par) and ‘Salvation Nell’ (Tiff) 
brought around $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 


(French). Liable to get 
maybe $1,800. Last 


50) ‘Partir’ 
heavy scissoring; 


week ‘Le Bal’ (French) suffered 
from cutting and around same 
figure. 


| 
| 


| 


(M-C). Should get good $14,000. 
Last week ‘Touchdown’ (Par) $13,- | 
1 000. 

Orpheum (2,400: 60)—‘Franken- 
stein’ (U). May only do $10,000; 
fair at ‘best. Last week ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (Pathe) same figure. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—The Guards- 
man’ (M-G). Will gross $5,000, 








| 
| 
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| Guardsman’ 


‘LADY’ OVER ‘CHAMP’ 


By $3,000 in N. O.—Frankenstein’ 
Ordinary at $10,000, Orpheum 





New Orleans, Nov. 30. 
‘Once a Lady’ is bringing splen- 
did biz to Loew’s State and leading 
the town. ‘The Champ,’ at the 
Saenger, is also showing consider- 


able strength, while ‘The Guards- 
man’ is helping the Strand mate- 
rially. 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—Once a 
Lady’ (Par). Leoks safe for $17, 
600; Chatterton fans legion here. 
Last week ‘Possessed’ (M-G) es 
tablished local record for year 
$21,500. 


Saenger (3,600; 65)—‘The Champ’ 


good. Last week ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) 
$2,400, fair. 

Tudor (800; 35)—‘Local 30y’ 
(FN). Away poorly and may only 
see poor $1,700. Last week ‘Pagan 
Lady’ (Col) $2,300, ordinary. 


Champ’ Stalking 
$30,000 in Pitt; 
Grid Film $20,500 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 

(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
End of the warm spell and the 
holiday week-end dove-tailed to 
send main stem sites off to flying 
start this week. Indications are 





that the pace will be maintained, 
too. 
‘Champ’ opened great at the 


Penn, with plenty of word of mouth. 
May approach $30,000 figure, includ- 
ing special Monday night preview 
that got around a grand. ‘Yellow 
Ticket’ broke the single day record 
at Fulton with $2,900 on Thanksgiv- 
ing with a minimum $10,000 looked 
for, best here in a long time. 
‘Touchdown’ received fine notices at 
the Stanley and $20,500 is not un- 
likely. 

The Davis is likewise coming 
through with $4,000, or above, for 
‘Beloved Bachelor,’. also this house’s 
most impressive showing in some 
time. ‘Warner has a weak entry in 
‘Secret Service,’ shot in at last min- 
ute when home office. decided to 
hold ‘Over the Hill’ for the Stanley. 
Dix picture, without holiday help, 
will be lucky to get a poor $8,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). No ac- 
counting for big opening unless it’s 
Paul Lukas; better than $4,000 in- 


dicated, okay. Last week ‘Heart- 
break’ (Fox) around $3,800. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 


15-25-35-50)—‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). 


Smashed single day record with 
holiday opening and sailing right 


Last week 
right at 


along to swell $10,000. 
‘The Spider’ (Fox) all 
$7,200. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25-40) 
—‘Mad Parade’ (Par) and Tim Mc- 
Coy western. Diamond street grind- 
er to steady profit week to week; 
current double feature .$3,100 any- 
way, oke. Last week ‘Lasca’ (U) 
just short of $3,000. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50-60)—"The Champ’ (M-G). A 
natural to approach great $30,000; 
rave notices and heavy word-to- 
mouth, Last week ‘The Guardsman’ 
(M-G), figured too smart, but not 
too bad at close to $20,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Touchdown’ (Par). Should have no 
trouble touching nice $20,500. Last 
week ‘Local Boy’ (FN) trifle better 
than $19,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio). Dix pic- 
ture hardly a contender for any- 
thing better than a poor $8,500. Last 
week ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN) not so 
hot either, $9,300. 


‘SURRENDER’ OKAY ON 
$25,000 IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, Nov. 30. 

The pre-Christmas slump, al- 
though bobbing its head up, is not 
yet doing much damage locally. 
‘Frankenstein,’ at the Rialto, is con- 
tinuing for a third week, while four 
out of five new attractions are cre- 
ating interest. 

‘The Champ,’ at regular prices, 
started big at the Columbia and 
may stick three weeks from indica- 
tions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35- 
50)—‘The Champ’ (M-G). Will be 
near good $15,000. Last week ‘The 
(M-G), second stanza, 
around $7.000. 


Earle (2,000; 
Will do just about $20,000, 





25-35)—‘The Cheat.’ 
Last 








COLUMBO $59,000 FOR 





Brooklyn, Nov. 30 
Excitement this week centered on 
the 


five-foot elec- 


{Russ Columbo at Paramount 
Columbo is billed in 
trics, startling for these parts. 

Nothing else around town to offer 
strong competition with ‘Over the 
Hil’ at the Fox just fair, while ‘The 
Guardsman,’ at Loew's Met, is do- 
mildly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and stage 


ing 





| ‘ . 

ishow. Film not particularly strong 
| but Russ Columbo debut bringing 
them in; radio names always good 


in this house; eight day week should 
edge past $50,000. Last week 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) and Kate Smith 
$42,000 in six days, fine. Anniver- 
sary show next week. 

Fox (3,800; 25-35-50-65)—‘Over 
the Hill’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Opened slow but may pick up; how- 
ever, won't beat $26,000. Last week 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) fair at $22,- 
500. Lyman band leaving in four 
i weeks: Ron and Don, organists, re- 
placed by Hal Beckett. 


Metropolitan (2,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘The Guardsman’ (M-G@) and vaude. 
Maybe fair $22,000. Last week 
‘Phantom of Paris’ -(M-G) and 


William -Haines in person $21,300. 

Albee (3,000; 25-35-50-75)—‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Around moderate $18,000. Last week 
‘Dangerous Affairs’ (Col) $23,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Ruling 
Voice’ (FN). Will get about $11,- 
000, fair. Last week ‘Expensive 
Women’ (FN) $11,200. 


CINCY ONLY GIVING 
‘CHEAT’ $9,000 AT CAP 





Cincinnati? Nov. 30. 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Turkey day was a success and 
‘Champ’ and ‘Possessed’ are getting 
the current heavy play. 

Houses are beginning their Xmas 
bally. 

Estimates for This Week. 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Guilty 
Hands’ (M-G) and vaude. A poor 
$20,000. Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (lox) 
rated $22,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 30-50) 
‘Champ’ (M-G). Mightiest ad 
splurge of year and $18,000 is peppy. 
Last week ‘Touchdown’ (Par) $11,- 
000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G). Crawford-Gable im- 
pregnable b.o. here, $19,000 evident. 
Last week ‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe), 
low despite extra plugging, $11,000. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50) 
‘Cheat’ (Par). A poor $9,000 in- 
dicated. Last week ‘His Woman’ 


(Par), fetched $11,500. 


Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500: 30-50) 
‘Men in Her Life’ (Col). No gravy 
in $2,500. Last week ‘Platinum 


Blonde’ (Col) had the goods, $3,500; 
house planning new seats and mar- 


quee. 
Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40) 
‘Cuban’ (M-G) and ‘Our Children’ 


(Radio) second run. Tibbett in con- 
cert here and mildly plugged film; 
for this locale $3,500 is good. Last 
week ‘Ruling voice’ (FN) and ‘Pen- 
rod’ bad at $2,500. 
Family (RKO) 11,140; 
Line of Duty’ (Standard) 
body’s Blonde’ (Fischer.) Split 
weeking to average $2,500. Same 
last week for ‘Convicted’ (Standard) 
and ‘Hard Hombre’ (Standard). 


20-35) ‘In 
and ‘Any- 





week ‘Local Boy’ (FN) around $24,- 


000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)— 
‘Surrender’ (Fox). About $25,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Over the Hill’ 


(Fox) $25,900 with the holiday. 
Metropolitan (WE) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75)—‘Expensive Woman’ (WB). 
Probably fair $7,000. Last week 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ about $8,000. 


Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 
70)—Touchdown’ (Par). Seems due 
for pleasant $22,000. Last week 


‘Flying High’ (M-G) around $29,000, 
big. 





Rialto—‘Frankenstein’ (WU). In 
third week around $7,000. Last 
week $10,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe). Will do 
$13,000 on nine @ays, indifferent. 
Last week ‘Way Back Home’ (Ra- 


| dio), excellent at $8,000 for final five 
; days of holdover, 


-; B’KLYN PAR IN 8 DAYS) 


Holiday Lift and 8-Day Weeks 
Swell B'way Figures—Pars Ann 
$75,000, with ‘Surrender’ $70,000 


+ a ee 

| That Thursday holiday opening 
jand Friday boosted everything 
iround or near it as Broadway biz 
took a fiving start. A continuous 
drizzle on Monday (23) walloped 
hard but it should generally be 
lan okay week end all around. 


‘Rich Man's Folly’ is benefiting by 
week 
and a strong stage show for a big 
eight day $75,000. But outside of 
the Par the managers might as well 
try doping football scores as gaug- 


the Paramount's anniversary 


ing film draws. foxy with ‘Sur- 
render’ that was not figured im- 


pressively is running ahead of ‘Over 
the Hill’ and is paced for $70,000, 
maybe better. Latter film although 
originally booked under home office 
enthusiasm for two weeks took air 
after a single period. ‘Possessed,’ 
with the Crawford and Gable name 
combo, is racing for around $85,000 
and a ho'dover. 

Some switching of film bookings 
have been manipulated as the ‘Ben 
Hur’ revival now shoves into the 
Rialto Thursday (3) instead of the 
Roxy, which held an option on this 
Metro film. Roxy, however, may 
still take up its option to play ‘Big 
Parade,’ which was first penciled 
for the Rialto. ‘Hur's’ booking means 
a short-lived period for ‘Corsair; 
only two weeks, and ‘Round the 
World’ goes out of the Rivoli a week 
later. That may indicate Griffith’s 
‘Struggle’ finished and ready for 
showing Dec. 10. , 

Strand figures average for ‘Local 


Boy’ at $28,000 on eight days. ‘Her 
Majesty Love,’ at the Winter Gar- 


den, also appears headed for $28,000 
on the long week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2), ‘The Champ’ 
(M-G) (4th week). Matinee biz 
falling off; mostly male trade now, 
but going along nicely. 

Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1), ‘Men 
in Her Life’ (Col) and vaude. May- 
be $10,000 this week. Profit last 
week when ‘The Deceiver’ (Col) did 
$12,500. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50), ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Crawford-Gable film running strong 
for around $85,000; due for hold- 
over; terrific weekend but sharp 
Monday drop. Last week ‘The 
Guardsman’ (M-G) okay in nudging 
$60,000, but disappointing for Broad- 
way, where Lunt-Fontanne figured 
to do better. 

Criterion (886; $1-$1.50), ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable’ (U) (4th and final 
week). Around $8,500 last week; 
not so good; leaves Sunday (6). 
Travelog film next. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1),” 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and stage 
show). Stage rather than film 
drawing; $75,000 for eight days is 
good-looking figure; acts from 
radio include Kate Smith, Mills 
Brothers and Bing Crosby. Last 
week ‘Touchdown’ (Par) on second 
week with only two radio names in 
six days finished for weak $45,700. 


Rialto (2,000; 25-40), ‘Corsair’ 
(UA) (2d week). Only two weeks; 
maybe $17,000 currently. Fair 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘FRANKENSTEIN’ DOING 
BIG $35,000 IN BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 30. 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Cold on heels of week of record. 
breaking warm November will boost 
film grosses to more satisfactory 
levels. 

The big Met looks all right on 
$36,000 with Jack Oakie in person 
and Ruth Chatterton on the screen. 

Biz down at Keith’s should run 
with the Publix house with ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) a terrific draw. 

Smaller houses appreciating 
change in weather, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (vaudfilm) (4,380: 
50-75. $36,000 fair for ‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par) and Jack Oakie on stage. 
House got fair $32,000 last week on 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par). 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50), ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) headed for tremendous 
$35,000, to follow poor week when 
‘Suicide Fleet’ got only $14,000. 











Keith- Boston (4,000; 35-50), 
Vaude, with ‘Guilty Generation’ pos- 
sibly $18,000, fair. Last week on 
‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) did $23,- 
909, 


| Olympia (2,200; 25-50-60). ‘Over 
| the Hill’ should go to good $10,000, 
; House netted fine $11,000 on ‘Five 
Star Final’ (U) last week. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 50-60). ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (M-G) came through for fine 
$27,000 last week. House should 
| duplicate with ‘The Champ’ (M-G) 

this week for another $27,000. 
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Steffes Says ‘Protection’ Case in Minn. 
Will Be Taken Into Court by Allied 





Minneapolis, Nov. 30. 
Northwest Allied States is pre- 
paring to carry its fight against 


zoning and protection directly to 


the governor of Minnesota, the state 
attorney general, the county attor- 
ney and the U. S. district attorney, 
according to announcement by W. 
A. Steffes, the organization’s gen- 
eral manager. 

Steffes say that his own personal 
interests are suffering along with 
those of hundreds of other exhib- 
itors in the territory as a result of 
the zoning and protection policies 
which the Minneapolis Film Board 
of Trade is alleged to be carrying 
out. 

‘It’s time for a showdown to de- 
termine if a theatre owner has the 
right to run his own theatre or 
not,’ says Steffes. 

Because he insists upon the right 
to maintain a 10c admission at his 
Minneapolis neighborhood theatre 
between 6 and 6:30 p.m., Steffes 
charges that distributors have 
banded together to make it difficult 
for him to obtain product. He 
gays he can’t get enough pictures, 
and under any circumstances must 
wait five to nine months before any 
film is made available for him. 

15-25c. in Loop’s First Runs 

‘There are instances of independ- 
ent exhibitors in outlying districts 
charging 25c admission in houses 
of more than 1,000 capacity who 
now are compelled to wait 60 days 
after loop release for product. Yet 
loop first-run houses have prices of 
15c to 25c between certain hours. 

‘It is reported now that the Min- 
neapolis Film Board of Trade plans 
to extend the protection period to 
six months, and independent exhib- 
itors are up in arms. We will com- 
bat this move to the limit of our 
ability. 

‘In the last analysis this is a 
conspiracy to force admission prices 
higher during a depression period, 
and the public should be vitaliy in- 
terested. 

‘If the Minnesota theatre here 
has a right to offer bargain prices 
of 30c up to 1:30 p.m. for a big 
program, including an _ elaborate 
stage show, for which it charges 7ic 
after 6:30 p.m., I also surely should 
be accorded the privilege of cater- 


TWO RKO’S CLOSING 


Notice Up on State, Dayton—Vic- 
tory, Prov., Darkens Dec. 6 








Dayton, O., Nov. 30. 

Two weeks’ notice has been posted 
at the RKO State, one of three 
houses operated by that company 
here. House has ben playing split 
week pictures at reduced prices. 

L. L. Williams, sent here from 
New York in September as RKO’s 


manager, was recalled Saturday 
(21). Russell Beach, State man- 
ager, now assisting Ralph W. 


Thayer at Keith’s (vaude) and Dick 
Wright, Toledo, has come down to 
temporarily handle the State. 





Providence, Nov. 30. 
Victory theatre, one of the two 
RKO houses here, will close Dec. 6. 
Understood that the suspension will 
be permanent. The Victory is one 
of the oldest theatres in Rhode Is- 
land. 





Houses Making Money, 
Even in Receivership 





Reading, Pa., Nov. 30. 
The six theatres of the Chamber- 
lain Amusement Enterprises, Inc., 
are at stake in proceedings in the 
Northumberland county court at 
Sunbury in which Reading banking 
interests are taking an active part. 
Testimony was taken further be- 
fore Judge Frank H. Strouss on the 
proposal of the Pennsylvania Trust 
Company, Reading, which had ap- 
plied for permission to issue ex- 
ecutions permitting sale of the six 
houses to meet the company’s bond- 


ed debt and interest. The theatres 
are worth about $1,500,000. The 
bonds and interest due at this time, 
together with other claims, total 
about $750,000. 

The trust company, through Pres- 
ident Henry B. Hagy, Reading, en- 
tered a general denial of the Cham- 
berlain company’s and its receiver’s 
claim that there was an under- 





ing to bargain hunters with a 10c 
admission between 6 and 6:30 p.m.’ 


MINN. UNION CHARTER 
REVOKED BY 1.A. HEAD 


The I. A. charter for Stagehands’ 
Local No. 13 of Minneapolis was re- 
voked by an official order last week. 
The order was executed by Wili- 
liam F. Canavan, I.A. president, fol- 
lowing the insistence its ousted of- 
ficers, William Donnelly, president, 
and William Dunn, business agent, 
be reinstated. President Canavan 
about a year ago dropped Donnelly 
and Dunn when they put through a 
strike order against the Publix the- 
atres in Minn. after the ].A. head 
had instructed them to the contrary. 

The local union bent every ef- 
fort to have the men restored to of- 
fice but the ILA. held its violation of 
LA. laws should stand and the men 
were no longer able to obtain recog- 
nition from the I.A. The local re- 
fused to let the matter drop and 
kept after Canavan and the I.A, to 
reinstate the deposed officers. Where 
there might have been a chance 

later of reinstating the men the 

position of the local was considered 
mandatory and the I.A. execs backed 
by the executive board in New York 
last week officially revoked 
Minneapolis local’s charter. 


No Longer Recognized 








This means that the some 78 men 
13’s books are no 
longer recognized union men. There 
will be no further stagehands’ local 


enrolled on No. 


in Minneapolis as far as the LA 
is concerned, 


ization. 


When Publix had trouble with 


the Minneapolis union the loca 


heads paid no heed to the IA. order 
at work and not strike 
pending an adjustment, but ordered 
The LA. handled the 
and effected a settlement 
with Publix and the men returned 
Meanwhile Donnelly and 


to remain 


the men out. 
matter 


to work. 
Dunn had been expelied. 


the 


until such time as 
Canavan will approve of a reorgan- 


standing last January no execution 
should be issued for a year. 
Stephen L. Gribben, Shamokin 
lawyer, is receiver for the company, 
claimed that even with the depres- 
sion the theatres have been making 
money, and that to sell at this time, 
with realty and other prices under 
normal, would <eprive stockholders 
of a chance to get the company on 
its feet again and to save their in- 
vestment. 

The next stage in the proceedings 
will be argument, early in Decem- 
ber. Former Judge Fred B. Moser 
represented the Pennsylvania Trust 
Company. Clem Snyder, Mt. Car- 
mel; Harry S. Knight, Sunbury, and 
J. A. Welsh, Shamokin, represented 
the company and the receiver. 


3 NEW FOREIGN HOUSES 


2d for WB in Phila—One Each in 
Detroit and St. Louis 








New foreign houses opened during 
the past week in Detroit, St. Louis 
and Philadelphia. Belmont and 
President, New York, previous for- 
eign spots, reopened, former for 
Italian films and latter for French. 

Detroit house is called the Cinema 
and the St. Louis house is the Ger- 
man theatre. Philadelphia house, 
the World, is a Warner house. It 
opened Thanksgiving day. It is the 
second out-of-town Warner house 
to turn foreign in past few weeks, 
other being National, Jersey City. 


L. A. & S.F. ORPH STAFF 
NOTICES NOT CLOSINGS 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

Staffs of the two Orpheums in 
L. A. and San Francisco were given 
their formal fortnight’s notices in 
anticipation of anything which 
might happen during the pre-Xmas 
weeks. But the houses aren't going 
dark, states Cliff Work; it’s the an- 
nual fortification for a possible cur- 
tailment of staffs or perhaps the 
negotiations of concessions from the 
unions in view of the biz slump at 
this time of the season. 

Otherwise ‘Suicide Fleet’ is in the 
L. A. Orph with ‘Seth Parker’ next, 
followed by ‘Frankenstein’ and 
‘Peach o’ Reno.’ 

No such precautions are necessary 

in the RKO vaude houses, i. e., the 
Golden Gate, S. F.; the Orph in Oak- 
land, and the RKO Hillstreet, L. A., 
which, with the vaude, hold up re- 
gardless. The L. A. and S. F. Orphs 
are straight pix houses. 
Report of a product shortage was 
also called unfounded, as evidenced 
by the four already lined up for 
runs at the L. A. Orpheum. 


Regal, Class Negro Spot, 
Always a Loser, Closes 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Anticipated for some time, the 
Regal, B & K colored house on the 
south side, did a surreptitious clos- 
ing Thanksgiving night. House has 
been a consistent loser for years, 
after trying everything from vaude 
to colored tabs, including stage 
bands. 

What precipitated the shut down 
more than anything else was the 
heavy rental on the house, on which 
B & K has been trying unsuccess- 
fully to get a reduction. Whether 
the house will stay closed perman- 
ently depends on that angle. 














Incorporations 


California 
Sacramento, Nov. 23, 

Romer Grey Pictures, Ltd., County of 
Los Angeles. Capital stock $50,000, $30 
subscribed. Romer Grey, John C. Shields, 
Edwin G. Bowen. 

Television Recording Co., County of 
Los Angeles. Capital stock 100 shares, 
none subscribed. Bryan Foy, Lou Seiler, 
Charles K. Feldman. 

Name of The Auberg Co., Ltd., Los 

changed to Bell Camera Corp. 





Angeles, 

Stanley Theatre Amusement Co., Ltd., 
County of Los Angeles. Capital stock 
$25,000, none subscribed. R. H. Cohen, 
Minnie Cohen, Sam Black, Sarah Black. 








Single Advantage of Double Feature 
Programs Is Paid-Up Bills for Rentals 





Chicago, Nov. 30. 
In the past four months legal ac- 
tions by exchanges against ex- 


hibitors for the non-performance of 
their contracts have practically 
stopped. It is the single advantage 
that appears on the compensation 
side of the ledger of double feature 
evils. Formerly every exchange had 
a dozen or so legal entanglements 
on the fire always, due primarily to 
the failure of the exhibitors to pick 
up pictures or deliver play dates. 
The old arbitration board, which 
*| used to deal almost exclusively with 
such cases, would have nothing to 
do under the present bargain policy 
in pictures. 

Under the single feature arrange- 
1} ment many exhibitors found them- 
selves overbought and couldn't pos- 
sibly squeeze in all the product they 
had contracted for. Contracted for, 
in most cases, merely to keep their 
competitors from getting the prod- 
uct. That situation has been swept 
away. At present the squeal of the 
exhibitor is for more pictures. Every 








exchange in town is sold up to the 
hilt; every possible situation has 
been covered. Even the indies, 
which used to starve for customers, 
are selling all the ragged films in 
the shop. 

Easy to Collect 

To the result that the exchanges 
find themselves with only one type 
of law dispute; and that concerns 
the ex-exhibs, exhibitors who are 
now out of the business, who quit 
without playing out their contracts 
or making proper adjustment on 
them. All of the established dis- 
tributors have several of these ac- 
tions pending, mostly against a 
handful of theatre-owners who have 
sub-leased their houses. 

Since most of these ex-exhibs are 
owners of the property or have sub- 
leased the theatres, the exchanges 
are content with the thought that 
it'll be a cinch to collect on the 
judgment. 
the rents can be snared after get- 
ting the proper decree. About 35 
such cases are now on the local 





dockets ready for their turn at bat. 


Hither the property or 


———= 


Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


cap the climax on Saturday. minor 
sales of Paramount bonds broke that 
issue to brand new all-time bottoms. 
A break of 6 points to a new low of 
51 in a single session for the new 
Paramount bonds was enough to 
unnerve almost any bull in the the- 
atre stocks, especially on top of the 
surrounding evidences of disquiet in 
both the bond and the stock sections. 
So completely was the picture 
made up of gloomy shadows that 
here and there developed a feeling 
that probably the present movement 
will turn out to be that darkest 
hour before the dawn. Wall street 
sentiment so nearly approximated 
the condition of December of 1930 
that courageous traders began to 
figure on some sort of a rebound 
not unlike that of last January, 
when the normal spring recovery 
got under way nearly a month 
ahead of time, out of the very over- 
weight of bearish consensus. 
This view is somewhat t@mpered 
by a new note in speculative tech- 
nique. The bear market has lasted 
so long that an old market tradi- 
tion has been lost sight of. This is 
that when a long decline finally hits 
the ultimate bottom, it normally 
stays there for a period of five or 
six weeks and it is this space that 
is taken advantage of by strong in- 
terests to accumulate stocks. Thus, 
assuming that the expected new 
December bottom proves to be the 
last stage of deflation and readjust- 
ment, the chart line may flatten out 
for considerable time, instead of go- 
ing into an abrupt rebound such as 
that of June and again of October. 


One Rift Anyhow 


In a week that had in it little 
enough of encouragement, one of 
the market commentators evolved 
one ingenious bit of optimism, to 
the effect that the further slump in 
RKO might have in it the germ of 
bullishness. The argument was that 
RCA might be liquidating some of 
its old RKO stock in order to be in 
a position to give support to the 
new stock-and-bond units when 
they came on the market some time 
late in December. There is noth- 
ing on the surface to support this 
view, but there does seem to be 
some substantial liquidation of 
RKO, and if it is in furtherance of 
such a design, the maneuver has 
in it a distinct element of hope, if 
only in the suggestion that some of 
the big Wall Street interests still 
have their feet on the ground and 
even now, in a period of semi-panic, 
are laying their lines for a future 
constructive program. 
Along the same lines, there seems 
to be cautious support for the sen- 
ior issues of RKO subsidiaries. For 
instance, sales of Keith bonds have 
fallen off to almost nothing at 
steady prices; there has not been 
a single transaction in the old Keith 
preferred which stands pat on a 
wide spread of 20 bid, 45 asked, and 
the old Orpheum preferred con- 
tinues at a wide premium over the 
RKO common, instead of at a dis- 
count as prevailed for weeks during 
the summer before the Orpheum 
dividend was passed. 

Insurgent RKO stockholder mi- 
nority seems to have nothing to of- 
fer by way of an alternative finance 
plan, and gradually it is becoming 
accepted that the proposed com- 
pany mark-down of stock program 
will become operative after a futile 
protest at the stockholders’ meeting 
a no Rights ruled all week on 
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Loew’s Performance Fair 

Loew, upon which trading inter- 
est is centered for the time being, 
did only fairly. There were evi- 
dences that outside long account 
was gradually being forced out, 
with occasional bursts of selling 





Summary for week ending Saturda 








and rather sharp breaks coming jn. 
termittently, as though scattered 
holdings were being surrendered, 


If it were not for business qi. 
ficulties elsewhere in the indus 
probably Loew’s splendid earningg 
situation would be sufficient to holg 
it steady, but with things as 


the 
are, trading is frightened off from 
the whole group because of the 
weak sisters in it. Situation isn 


unlike that in the railroads. There 
are probably carrier stocks that arg 
selling far below their intrinsie 
worth, but with a general flight 
from old standbys like N. Y. Cen. 
tral and B, & O. the uninformed 
dabblers in stock are backing away 
from the whole railroad list. 

There probably is some smart 
buying going on in selected railg 
right now, and it may be that Loew 
insiders are adding to their lines, 
but the rank and file of dabblerg 
are strictly off both groups, and 
the recent talk about Loew bonuses, 
did the market fortunes of Loew 
no good. Neither did the declara. 
tion of the dollar extra, even if the 
company position justifies the di. 
rectors in voting it. 

New low prices for the Warner 
stocks and bonds—loans are back 
in the lower 30’s—reveals clearly 
the market’s uncertainty over the 
prospect of the company doing new 
financing at attractive terms, since 
Warners’ cut loose some months 
ago from its old banking affiliations, 
and the stock is for the time being 
probably without strong sponsor. 
ship in the Street. However, the 
film trade believes that the com- 
pany has done good constructive 
work in putting its house in order 
and has already gone far in adjust- 
ing itself to conditions. 


Par Bonds Crash 


Sudden sinking spell in Para- 
mount bonds left show business and 
the market a little stunned. Vol- 
ume was small, but the absence of 
nearby bids to take care of such 
an emergency was astonishing. On 
Saturday sales of only $10,000 of 
the 5%’s carried the price down 6 
points net to 51, new all time low; 
while the older loans, returning $6 
dropped 4 on sales of only $5,000 to 
a new bottom of 59. Urgent sales 
of such amounts of bonds would 
not mean anything, but that the 
market should be so ‘thin’ was the 
puzzle. There was no correspond- 
ing weakness in the Paramount 
stock, which held above 11%, comes) 
pared to a bear market low of about 
10%, and there seemed to be no 
overpowering urgency to sell stock, 

Loew bonds, by the way, have 
been holding up very well indeed, 
while the Pathe liens have been 
sliding steadily, doubtless a reflex 
of the situation in RKO. General 
Theatre bonds hit a new bottom for 
all time at 7 flat, dealings amounte 
ing to $75,000 over the week, heavie 
est volume in the group,. although 
about matched by Warners. In the 
case of Warners’ however, volume 
was smaller than the few previous 


weeks, suggesting that forced 
liquidation has nearly run _ its 
course, 


Fox broke through 6 again, but 
supported its former low of 5. Is- 
sue is neglected, but depressed by 
the approach of the time for re- 
funding of large loans. 

Among the theatre stocks’ dis- 
tant kin, RCA was conspicuously 
weak, easing late in the week to 4 
new bottom at 7%, while Eastman 
Kodak violated its former low of 
93 by nearly 2 points. Kodak at 
the bottom, however, got support 
and finished the week slightly im- 
proved, from its bottom, but still 
net lower 5% points at 92%. 

Universal, which recently 4dis- 
closed a net profit on its common 
stock after preferred dividends, was 
conspicuous as the only film issue 
to register a gain in a week solidly 
disastrous, 
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METRO IN DEAL 
IN SO. AFRICA 


Capetown, Nov. 30. 


More or tess high interest has 
been aroused here by Metro ar- 
ranging to release all product for 
Seuth Africa through the new 
Union Theatres, Ltd. 

First releases under the new tie- 
up will be ‘Broadway Melody’ for 
Johannesburg .and ‘Divorce’ for 
Capetown, both*today (30). 

Metro’s local office continues to 
exist here and will rent films as 
previously, except that Union gets 
first choice. Erection of Metro’s 
Johannesburg theatre under home 
office control also continues. 








Understanding in the New York 
Metro office is that the deal in 
question is with a new Schlessinger 
outfit in South Africa. Contracts 
in Metro's office are claimed to be 
with several theatres, known to be 
controlled by Schlessinger’s, al- 
though not belonging to South 
‘African, Ltd., the main Schlessinger 
circuit. 

M. A. Schlessinger of the New 
York Schlessinger office was not in 
Monday (30) for comment, nor 
could anyone in his office explain 
further. 


Mexico Protecting Its 
Exhibs by Extension of 
New Film Tariff Rates 


Mexico City, Nov. 27. 


As indicated by the trend of 
events, the new Mexican import 
duties on non-Spanish films will not 
be enforced until April 21. Until 
then the former schedule will re- 
main in force. 

According to the Ministry of Fi- 
mance, this is a move for the re- 
lief of the Mexican exhibs, who 
could not obtain film because pic- 
tures were piling up on the border 
but not offered for import because 
ef the new scale, which advanced 
the old rates about 1,000%. 

If by the expiration of the exten- 
gion the Mexican companies are able 
to provide a supply of films, the 
higher rate will be applied. Should 
the local producers fail to make 
good, it is thought angther exten- 
sion will be granted. The new tariff 
is designed more for the protection 
ef a very infantile locai industry 
than for the purpose of augment- 
ing revenue. 


German N. G. in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 


After two weeks of Tobis Gcrman 
films, California theatre switched 
back to its old Spanish policy. 

Audience one night of the last 
week consisted of nine people, three 
of whom were Ruth Chatterton, 
Ralph Forbes and Andre Luguet. 

















Mexican Wage Dispute 
Mexico City, Nov. 28. 


Operators of picture houses closed 
by the strike of employees, answer- 
ing accusations by strikers that 
Salaries cannot be cut because they 
are already too low, publish figures 
which, they aver, demonstrate, high 
pay help receive. 

Among salaries listed are 18 
Pesos ($8.25) daily for senior ma- 
chine operators, and 12 pesos (about 
$5) daily for junior operators in 
first line houses. 

They are, for these parts, when 
it is considered that the average 
Mexican middle class family is glad 
to have a monthly income of 250 
pesos ($110). 


CLIVE’S 1ST FOR PAR 
London, Nov. 30. 
First British Paramount film to 
be made by Colin Clive will be 
‘Spring Cleaning.’ 


Clive will get $10,000 for the pic- 
ture, 





AINLEY REPEATS 
London, Nov. 30. 
Henry Ainley has been chosen by 
Sterling Films to play the husband 
in ‘First Mrs. Fraser.’ Ainley played 
the part in the play. 
Sinclair Hill will direct 





RUSSIAN COMIC FILM 


This One Has Laughs—Best Yet in 
Russia 








Moscow, Nov. 21. 

An animated comic with words 
and music, recently produced here, 
turned out to be one of the swellest 
things found in Russia. For sheer 
virtuosity in handling black and 
white effects it throws 90% of 
American and European stuff into 
the shade. 

Called “Crossing the Street,” it is 
the work of half a dozen artists on 
the basis of a scenario by B. Nemo- 
layev. The substance is not much 
to brag about—the adventures of a 
mortal man who tries to get to work 
in the crowded morning hours and 
finally does get there, banged, bat- 
tered and minus some limbs. 

But the handling of the art is in- 
spired. The picture is not only full 
of laughs but full of genuine beauty. 
With the simplest combination of 
different thick and thin lines, criss- 
crossed, coming alive and maneuver- 
ing over the screen the artists have 
attained almost symphonic effects. 

Incidentally it should end the sus- 
picion that Russians have no sense 
of humor. It’s explosive with laughs. 





‘TOMMY,’ RUSSIAN FILM 
AND ENGLISH SONG 


Moscow, Nov. 290. 

‘Tipperary’ is more or less the 
theme song of a Russian film just 
released here under the title 
‘Tommy. Much of the action is in 
the camp of an English detachment 
in the Far East during the period 
of Allied intervention in Russia. 
The English Tommies are shown in 
a nostalgic mood singing ‘Tip- 
perary.’ The tune echoes through 
other scenes, because an English 
soldier is one of the principal char- 
acters. He is captured by the rough 
peasant guerilla fighters, they dis- 
cover his proletarian soul and he 
goes over to their side. 

The picture is based on a story 
by Vsevelod Ivanov, the author of 
‘Armored Train.’ In fact, much of 
it is so close to the theme and in- 
cident of ‘Armored Train’ it looks 
as if Ivanov plagiarized himself. 
In the hands of M. A. Protozanovy, 
a gifted director, it turned out one 
of the best pictures in many a So- 
viet year. 

The chief defect from the stand- 
point of possible foreign showings 
is the horrible English pronuncia- 
tion throughout, whether in the 
songs or in snatches of English con- 
versation. 








Frenzy to Expand Gets 
"Em Abroad All Samee 


Paris, Nov. 21. 

Manager cf Osso exchange in 
provincial Lyons has been arrested 
on a complaint of one of his former 
employers. Three or four years ago, 
before entering Osso’s employ, he 
had already served a term in jail 
for swindling. Osso’s oversight is 
explained by the over-rapid devel- 
opment he gave his firm. 

Eagerness to expand rapidly also 
resulted in Osso contracting for 
the Scala theatre in Brussels with- 
out making sure that all liabilities 
had been cleared by his predeces- 
sors, who are now insolvent. Result 
is that after a fruitless lawsuit the 
Osso company must now foot the 
bill, 


German’s English Scenario 


Heinrich Frankel, German writer, 
left New York for London Thurs- 
day (26) to adapt his novel, ‘Beauty 
Prize’ for British Dominion. 

B. D. is producing the talker at 
Elstreet. 








M-G’s Foreign Prints 


Metro’s foreign staff is currently 
at work on French, German and 
Italian versions of four pictures, 
German and Italian versions of an- 
other, and one each in Italian and 
French. Also a two-reel dog short, 
‘Trader Hound,’ is being synced into 
four languages. 

Pictures getting the three-way 
treatment are ‘The Champ,’ ‘Side- 
walks of New York,’ ‘Susan Lenox’ 
and ‘Mata Hari.’ Italian remains to 
be made on ‘Dance, Fools, Dance,’ 
and ‘Strangers May Kiss’ will be in 
French only. German and Italian 
are to be handed ‘Sporting Blood.’ 

All pictures being dubbed and 
synced. 





Various Reports, Rumors 
Or Guesses on Situation 
Abroad Regarding Films 


More trouble is expected by Amer- 
ican film companies in the foreign 
market within the next week or two 
as a result of further money 
troubles. Latest rumor about Ger- 
many is that it may go off the gold 
standard shortly, figured by Ameri- 
can film companies as further com- 
plicating the European situation 
for pictures. 

According to the views of 
students of the foreign market a 
crisis of some sort is due abroad 
within the next 30 days. Almost 





everything depends on what France | 
will do to aid the German financial | 


condition. 

One possible answer for Germany 
that is being considered is the is- 
suance of two kinds of money, one 
for internal and one for external 
use. Internal money would be in- 
flated with laws governing the rents 
groceries and so forth to take care 
of the German public, but would be 
actually worth only half of the regu- 
lar money valuations. 

For payment of films to foreign 
countries, or any other business with 
outside countries, ordinary German 
money would be used under its pres- 
ent gold valuation, that taking care 
of German export and import busi- 
ness and yet not necessitating the 
country’s going off gold. 

For film companies it is a cer- 
tain feeling among Americans that 
the French and Germans will have 
to get together within the next few 
weeks in a manner to really allow 
both countries to function. French 
money will have to help German pic- 
ture business, or the French will 
have to help carry the German loans 
for a while. If that can’t be ar- 
ranged, the American feeling is the 
Germans may be so discouraged as 
to give up the fight which would 
hurt France and other countries 
even more. 

Meantime the foreign departments 
of all American major film com- 
panies are in constant touch with 
their legal departments and have 
a closer eye on Europe than ever be- 
fore, with the feeling prevalent 
something may happen any minute. 


Not Enough Room for 
Jap Super-Imposed Titles 


Metro has given up its idea of 
super-imposing Japanese titles on 
pictures for the Japanese market, 
until a better way to do it is figured 
out. Stunt was tried on “The Great 
Lover,’ finished recently and found 
not too good. 

Metro’s trouble is that Japanese 
runs up and down instead of across 
as English, with it almost impos- 
sible to squeeze the titles onto the 
film without running into faces and 
action. 


Co-operative Differences 


London, Novy. 30. 

Rumor is strong that there’s in- 
ternal trouble among members of 
the Federation of British Industries, 
an important society of film pro- 
ducers, with a break supposed to be 
imminent. It’s all because of those 
co-operative bookers, the story goes. 

Understanding around is that 
Julius Hakim, influential member of 
FBI and head of the Twickenham 
Studios, favors dealing with the co- 
operatives, despite the general feel- 
ing against them. 

















Laurence’s Metro Survey 


Laudy Lawrence, Metro’s foreign 
chief under Arthur Loew, sails for 
New York Wednesday (2) on the 
‘lle de France’ after an examina- 
tion of Metro’s European affairs. 

Immediately on his arrival in New 
York he and Loew will go to the 
coast for a meet with Irving Thal- 
berg at which Metro’s future foreign 
policy will be settled. 





PRINCESS’ CAMERA DEBUT 
The Hague, Nov. 30. 
Princess Juliana, heir apparent to 
the Dutch throne, makes her talker 
debut in a newsreel released this 
week. She speaks as president of 
the National Relief Committee. 
Queen gave her consent to the 
film clip because it is intended as a 
stimulus to contributions. Native 
royalty has been generally antag- 


| onistic to cameramen, 





EQUAL QUOTA EXCHANGE 


Expected Between France and Ger- 
many—Now 2 for 1 








Paris, Nov. 30, 

Negotiations are on again between 
France and Germany. Looks likely 
that the quota system between the 
two countries will disappear as a 
result of the talks. 

Currently it’s two German films 
for one French in Paris, with belief 
current that it will be changed to 
one for one. 


TUSCHINSKI HERE ON 
SOUND PATENT DEAL 


Amsterdam, Nov. 30. 

Willy Tuschinski, son of the 
Dutch picture man, has sailed for 
New York on the ‘Aquitania.’ Ru- 
mors are that he’s going to talk a 
big sound patent deal. 

Deal that’s being rumored would 
have strong Dutch backing with 
connections throughout Europe. 








Probability is that the deal Willy 
Tuschinski has in mind is in con- 
nection with Tobis, which is plan- 
ning several conferences in New 
York next week. Tobis is one of the 
biggest sound-patent companies in 
Europe, having ramifications every- 
where and strongly backed by Hol- 
land. 

That would fit the description 
given above, also tying in with 
Tobis’ present known attempts to 
fix up a deal of some sort or re- 
align. 


Emelka Puts Frank’s 
‘Grand Hotel’ Into Work 


Berlin, Nov. 30. 
‘Grand Hotel,’ from the play by 
Paul Frank, went into production 
this week at the Emelka studios. 
G. von Horsetsky is megging. 











‘Grand Hotel,’ from the Vicky 
Baum play, goes into work under 
that title for Metro shortly in Hol- 
lywood. It is a different play from 
the one being made in Germany. 
Metro will have to retitle for that 
market. 

Mix-up started from the fact that 
‘Grand Hotel,’ as shown in New 
York. was titled ‘Menschen im Ho- 
tel (‘People in Hotels’) in its orig- 
inal Berlin version. It was changed 
to ‘Grand Hotel’ for New York, and 
later for London, with no objection 
made by the author of the origina) 
‘Grand Hotel’ play. 

Metro has no recourse against the 
German use of the title since it 
originally belonged over there. 


German ‘Min and Bill, 


Dubbed, Reception Mild 
Berlin, Nov. 21. 

The Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ‘Min 
and Bill’ runs here under the title of 
‘Die Fremde Mutter’ (‘The Strange 
Mother’), at U. T. Kurfuerstendamm, 

The German synchronization is 
well made with regard te the text 
and the German natural, but from 
time to time it is noticeable that 
speeches do not come from the 
mouths of the actors. Marie Dress- 
ler had good press notices, and Wal- 
lace Beery is most favorably com- 
mented upon. 

Though the picture had the fame 
of being one of the great American 
successes, it does not seem to be 
quite the same here. 


French Tieup for U. S.? 


Guido Pedrolli, New York cor- 
respondent for ‘Courier Cinemato- 
graphique,’ Paris film trade weekly, 
has organized Foreign Talking Pic- 
tures Corp. Idea is to distribute 
French films in America, 

Pedrolli is dickering with several 
Paris producers trying to tie up 
their product for this side. 


Emelka Sells Rights 


Munich, Nov. 19. 

Chronos Film Co. took over by 
agreement the general release of 
entire Emelka product for the world 
except Germany. 

The agreement was signed by the 
owner of Chronos company, Lothar 
Stark, general manager, Max 
Schach, and Emelka’s production 
manager, Karl Grune. 

















Geo. Kann in Berlin 
Berlin, Nov. 396. 
George Kann, of Metro, is here to 
look over the production situation 
From here he'll go to Paris and in 


yur wee! return to New York. 


BRITISH FIRMS 
ESPIONAGE IN 
U.S. STUDIOS 


Hollywood, Noy. 30. 

International espionage is now ine 
stalled in the coast picture indus- 
try, with snoopers installed by two 
British producers to tip off novel- 
ties in technique and story cycles. 

Informants are to keep mail and 
cable alive with synopses of scripts 
going into production so the Eng- 
lish studios can keep in tune with 
the Hollywood. 

Overseas story offers are also be- 
coming generous. A Hollywood 
scenarist last week received a check 
for £50¢ ($1,750) from London, pre- 
viously unheard of here for an orig- 
inal there. 


U Buys Apartment in 
Budapest; Export Ban 
Ties Up All Profit 


Budapest, Nov. 21. 

Since export of money has been 
severely restricted in Hungary and 
payments to persons abroad are 
subject to permission from the Na- 
tional Bank, distributors’ difficul- 
ties in purchasing new films are al- 
most insurmountable. Independent 
native Hungarian distributors will 
soon be obliged to stop working—as 
soon as their stock is exhausted, 
unless the National Bank changes 
its policy and is more liberal with 
its money export permits, none of 
which have been granted to film ex- 
porters so far. 

Branches of American and Ger- 
man picture concerns—Metro, Par- 
amount, Universal, Fox and Ufa— 
have a great advantage since they 
get pictures in without having to 
pay for them immediately. Some 
of them are already at a loss how 
to place the money accruing from 
their Hungarian business. Univer- 
sal, for instance, is negotiating the 
purchase of a large apartment 
house, just now considered the 
safest and most profitable invest- 
ment. How long these foreign stu- 
dios will be content, however, to 
have their money invested here and 
not get any cash remains to be 
seen. 











Warner Selling Out 


Warners, who also have a branch 
here, appear not to have found such 
an arrangement satisfactory, and are 
liquidating their local office. Philip 
Engel, one of the outstanding film 
experts in this country, who was the 
manager of the Budapest Warner 
office, is entering his own son’s in- 
dependent distributing agency as a 
partner. This puts the Engel agency 
into a favorable position, since an 
important sum due to Engel under 
his contract with WB Is at his dis- 
posal in foreign currency on de- 
posit in New York, enabling him to 
buy pictures when others will prob- 
ably run short of material soon. 

In spite of impending shortage, 
some exhibitors have reverted to 
two-feature programs as in the 
days of silents. Royal Apollo is 
playing ‘Trilby’ and a new feature 
with Szoke Szakall, Hungarian male 
star, in a Ufa production, in the 
same program. In addition, ticket 
prices have been reduced by 30%. 
Picture houses don’t boom exactly, 
but measured by the general de- 
pression they are fairly well filled. 
‘Trader Horn’ is a big success, and 
‘Kaiserjager’ (German), featuring 
Louis Trenker, another. 





Sarment-Chaplin Will 
Arbitrate Story’s Origin 


Paris, Nov. 39. 

Jean Sarment, local playwright, 
has withdrawn his plagiarism suit 
against Charles Chaplin for ‘City 
Lights’ (film) on Chaplin’s agree- 
ment to arbitrate. Sarment claims 
the story for the film was taken 
from his play ‘World’s Finest Eyes.’ 

Charles Mere, president of the 
French Playwrights’ Association, 
will represent Sarment, and Chaplin 
will be represented by Henri Torres, 
one of the leading French attorneys, 








Fairbanks Passes Through 
Paris, Nov. 39. 
| Dous F tirbanks in and out. Africa 
oxy 1. 
His plans call for a two week# 
j stop on the southern continent 
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Ruggles-Estabrook Combination De. 
livers Again as Turnstiles Spin to the 
Thunder of This Unusual Attraction 
..eBig Openings Everywhere Evoke 
Widespread Controversy and Show 


Holds Solidly For Week’s Smash 
Business! 











Wesley Ruggles Now Dramatizes The Effects of World 
Chaos on the Younger Generation and Puts Into His 


Treatment all the Majesty and Power with which He 
Invested the Immortal “Cimarron”. 


a ee 


eer 


: 
: 
’ 
% 






an aca 




































VARIETY _ 











Unfailing Gross-getter 


8 in Six Trial Exhibitions 
n .-» Three Huge Weeks 
e Keith’s Washington... 
y Money Performance 


| Unprecedented inCap- 
ital City Show Annals! 
Establishing Conclu- 
sively the Terrific Pro- 
motional Power of 
Radio Broadcasting! 
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Inspired Personality Sweeps to Starry Heights in Smash A 
is Melodrama! Gorgeous Hokum that Packs a Wallop 
le Flush to the Heart and Sends ’Em Home fo Tell All 


the Neighbors! 
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deserves. 





The bright adventures of a husband 
who wandered... and a modern wife 


who wondered why. 
with 


LINDA WATKINS — 
JOHN BOLES 


Greta Nissen Minna Gombell _ 








Hedda Hopper Allan Dinehart 2 = : ’ 
| Joyce Compton 
Directed by KENNETH MacKENNA 





yYOou’VE GOT TO RECKON WITH FOX FOR PROFIT 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 














Talking Shorts 





HORACE HEIDT 
Orchestra 
8 Mins. 
Winter Garden 
Vitaphone No. 1308 


Capital band subject. made so by 
the entertainment value of this 
group of personabie young men mu- 
sicians, and by a first rate idea in 
the canning of such a specialty. 

They capitalize the campus spirit 
that is innate in the group, by hav- 
ing action bits cut into the sequence 
by masked printing or by superim- 
posing football scenes while the 
band plays. 

Finish is a fast succession of short 
bits, with the boys singing—and 
they can sing—all playing violins, 
all playing cornets, and finally in 
West Point uniform on parade, with 
Heidt swinging his drum-major's 
baton like a juggler for a spirited 
effect. Rush. 





*‘PIGSKIN PROGRESS’ 
RICE SPORTLIGHT 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Pathe 

Should be all right as a pleaser. 
Grantland Rice lectures on football. 
He lends a valuable personal touch. 
Rice explains what is to follow. 

Reel first shows a reproduction of 
the first football game in the U. S. 
between Rutgers and Princeton, 
then some stirring scenes of the ’14 
Harvard-Yale game in the Bowl, 


and other shots’ reveal football 
coaches instructing their squads. 

——__---— Shan. 
*STU NG’ 
Comedy-Drama 
10 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 

Radio 


Nicely presented dramatic one 
reeler having a comedy finish. Satis- 
factory gap destroyer for all sized 
houses. 

Gangster background is that the 
man on trial for his life is so de- 
scribed and opening view is a pistol 
bit through a transom at a sleeping 
figure. Action then hops to the trial 
with the attorney for the defense 
tearing some bills in half, slipping 
them to a juror and promising the 
remaining half on a verdict of man- 
slaughter. Jury room turmoil fol- 
lows with the subsidized member 
holding out as described. Climax 
twist comes when the juror and at- 
torney meet for the payoff. 

Action is concise as also the flia- 
log, structure being straightaway 
playing with no hint of the tag un- 
til the final few feet. Well cast with 
some familiar screen faces con- 
cerned. Sid. 


‘SPORT SLANTS,’ 
TED HUSING, 
Sports Novelty, 
7 Mins., 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vita. No. 1264 
_ Another interesting sports item 
taking in a miscellany of things 
athletic. Includes fencing, javelin 
throwing, high jumping, hammer 
tossing and running. Well made 
and with its educational angle 
makes a fitting hole-stopper for 
most any program, 

Ted Husing, whose offscreen voice 
is at all times pleasant, gives a con- 
servative, well gauged description 
of matter spotted on screen. A few 
laughs, mild, are woven into the ac- 
tion. One is unintentional. This 
occurs in the fencing sequence 
when, in slow motion, the lances 
bend as though they were aspen 
twigs. Recent publicity on Husing 
being barred from the Harvard 
stadium shouldn’t hurt this ee 

anaes har. 


FRANK ORTH 

‘THE VICTIM’ 

Comedy 

15 Mins. 

Warner, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 4286 

A punchy short that will grab 
more laughs out in the open spaces 
than around New York. Theme 
Weaves around a henpecked hubby 
who finally gets tough and asserts 
himself. The story has moss but as 
handled by Orth is okay. 

Orth a vaudevillian of some note 
before he submerged his personal- 
ity to place his wife, Ann Codee, 
around the top, has a good screen 
Style. His diction is sharp and he 
knows all the tricks. The punch of 
having his wife buy a graveyard lot 
for him for his birthday holds a 
Strong giggle. Earl. 





MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
Alpine Echoes’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, New York 
Fox Movietone 

Folks always sing at their work 
in the Magic Carpet travels through 
Germany and Holland. Switzer- 
land, the last episode, has them 
yodelling even during milking time. 

It’s getting so that in order to 
perform on the carpet one must be 
a songbird. 
, AS a result, episodes on the sub- 
Jects named take on that musical 
comedy aspect and can’t convince as 
anything else, 

Plane trip over the Alps is the 
noteworthy feature in ‘Alpine 
Echoes,’ Waly. 








DR. ROCKWELL 
‘Relativity and Reiatives’ 
19 Mins. 
Winter Garden 
Vitaphone No. 1295-1296 

Two-reeler with Mr. Rockwell in 
machine gun delivery of gags and 
a laugh. But subject cumbers the 
swift monolog, which is the Doc’s 
forte, with too much story and 
knockabout. These trimmings ham- 
per instead of facilitating the comic. 

Opens in a nut factory. Rockwell 
is an inmate, and bugs on relativ- 
ity. He escapes and crashes a col- 
lege, where a great scientist is 
scheduled to lecture, taking his 
place for a session of the Doc's 
goofy gagging and a sequence that 
is a continuous cackle. 

This couldn’t go on for two reels, 
so they have the visitor taken in 
charge by a bunch of rah-rah boys 
and initiated into their secret so- 
ciety, a chapter that is all funless 
roughhouse. Brisk finish in a cab- 
aret scene, where the keepers from 
the asylum take Rockwell in charge 
and a gag finale back in the ward 
of nuts for a custard pie fadeout. 

A departure from the familiar 
style of two-reel comedies and wel- 
come enough for the monolog se- 
quence which carries it. Rush. 





‘UM’S KAP HORN’ 
(‘Around Cape Horn’) 
Scenic 
15 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 
Ufa 

Ufa evidently made this first as a 
silent and synced a score in after- 
ward. No lecture, with the explain- 
ing by titles. Pretty bad anyway. 

Aboard a boat rounding the cape 
during a storm. Some good storm 
stuff that would be okay in a news- 
reel, but the overabundance of titles 
and lack of action or movement 
spoils it. Also badly cut. Kauf. 


‘CANINE CHAMPS’ 
RICE SPORTLIGHT 
10 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 

Pathe 

In the usual Rice vein and prob- 
ably better suited to the better class 
houses because of its nature. These 
sport reels have previously covered 
the subject, and while familiar 
nevertheless entertaining because of 
the well trained principals. 

Leads off on closeup views of 
champion pointers and setters, who 
finally swing into action when the 
inquiring reporter suggests a dem- 
onstration. Reel has been well 
photographed, the birds being seen 
to rise, the hunters whipping their 
guns into action and the dogs re- 
trieving. Sid. 


NICK and TONY 
‘Sightseeing in N. Y.’ 
Comedy Travelog 

17 Mins. 

Cameo, N. Y. 


Picture Classics 


Very interesting idea here and 
fairly well done. Nick and Tony, 
two Italian comedians, are in 
charge of a sightseeing horse and 
buggy and take a couple of mid- 
western school teachers for a tour 
of New York. Gagging all the time, 
but most of the points of interest 
are mentioned straight. 

Among the things shown are Al 
Smith’s former home, the saloon, 
where Irving Berlin sang, etc. Also 
considerable footage on Chinatown, 
the Jewish neighborhood and the 
Italian sector, with sidewalk stuff 
featured. 

Most of the gagging is not very 
funny, but enough so, when coupled 
with the authentic sights, to go 
over. Ought to be especially good 
for spots removed from New York, 
where the New York points of in- 
terest will mean something. Kawf. 





‘A TIP TO PARIS’ . 
Bobby JARVIS and Eloise TAYLOR 
Comedy Skit 
22 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 1090 
Satire on the tipping evil in Paris 
and how it affects Americans. Fair 
filler for programs where customers 
will recognize a satire. Plot is teo 
padded to make consistent enter- 
tainment. ; 
Has a couple of Americans win- 
ning a free trip to Paris. They go 
broke through tipping and in the 
pinch the woman of the party de- 
signs a gown and French modiste 
falls for it as an exquisite creation. 
So the couple secure enough francs 
ta keep on tipping in Paris. Shan. 


NOMADIE GOES TO DENMARK 
Scenic 

15 Mins. 

Warner, N. Y. 


weB 
A weak filler. Series of scenes 
of Copenhagen, Odense and Aalborg, 
Denmark. City life in each spot 


combined with the usual additions 
of natives in costumes doing some 
of the old country hops and jerks. 
King of Denmark is shown smil- 
ing, and everybody in Denmark 
must ride a bicycle. Where there's 
a Danish element okay. Earl. 








Minature Reviews 


‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe). Pro- 
ductionally impressive on one 
marine battle. Otherwise, just 


the comedy of Armstrong and 
Gleason which is not enough 
for 86 minutes. Story and 
characters very familiar. 


‘Possessed’ (M-G). The Joan 


Crawford and Clark Gable 
names will be responsible for 
good business. Story, origi- 
nally ‘The Mirage’ (legit), 
butchered in adaptation. 

‘Men in Her Life’ (Col.). 
Commercial material that?’ 


won’t stand too close exami- 


nation, but fine for the side 
streets with its naive romance 
and vigorous hoke. 


‘Surrender (Fox). Anemic 
picture product, not for ‘A’ 
houses in tig towns. The War- 
ner Baxter name only help. 
Story is laid in German prison 
camp and literally drags in the 
love interest. 

‘Her 
Inexpert 


(FN). 
attempt at Conti- 
Marilyn Miller 


Majesty, Love’ 


nental comedy. 
decorative, but in weak role. 
Muddled story and befuddled 
character negative a fine tech- 
nical production. 

‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par). 
Sympathetic story that should 
build on merit. From a Dick- 
ens’ novel, with George Ban- 
croft excellent. Splendid cast 
and serviceable product any 
where. 

‘Sporting Chance’ (Albert 
Herman-Peerless). Light stuff 
for average grind and way off, 


holding enough for key spots. 
‘A Dangerous Affair’ (Col). 
Lukewarm programer, again 
teaming Jack Holt and Ralph 
Graves. Calls for plenty of in- 
genuity in being sold. 
‘Graft’ (Whirlwind). Much 


hackneyed plot involving a cub 
reporter flanked by a raving 
city editor and a heavy drink- 
ing reporter. Little love in- 
terest. Lightweight all through. 
Weak material for single fea- 
turing except in smaller neigh- 
borhoods. 

‘Local Boy Makes Good’ 
(FN). Unlikely to be big but 
should do all right. Really a 
collegiate farce with Brown 
dominating everything. 

‘Siroco’ (Gallia). Arabian 
talker with French titles. 
Pretty poor in parts, but nov- 
elty value ought to help sell it 
in its spots if properly ex- 
ploited. 


‘Cosi E La Vita’ (Thalia). 
Italian meller made in New 
York by a scratch company 
and cast. Bad from every 
standpoint. 











SUICIDE FLEET 


RKO-Pathe release of Charles Rogers 


production, Features Bill Boyd, Robt. 
Armstrong, James Gleason and Ginger 
Rogers. Directed by Albert Rogell. Sased 


on magazine story by Comm. EH. A. Jones. 
Screen play by Lew Lipton; dialog, F. Me- 
Grew Wills; film editor, Joe Kane; camera, 










Soi Polito; sound; D. A. Cutler. At the 
Mavfair, N. Y., week Nov. 25. Running 
time, 86 minutes, 

Baltimore. cevces Pocencecececses -- Bill Boyd 
Dutch...e.e- eccccesssesees-RODt. Armstrong 
Skeets....cccses -.-. James Gleason 
lS ere ° ...-.-Ginger Rogers 
|} Commander... eoeoeeee-Harry Bannister 
S PAOACRIMION. 6 6 6600.08 00060006668 Frank Reicher 
| Capt. Vom StUBOR..ccccccececs Henry Victor 


Of a familiar pattern but of suffi- 
cient productional strength and 
|having enough comedy to normally 
classify itself as a fair gross picture, 
Under present conditions, however, 
it will be an effort for ‘Suicide Fleet’ 
}to attain that rating. Main reason 
|for this that the love story it 
entaily is nil, plus no particular in- 
terest in the principals so involved. 
The naval action, despite being well 
done, is too familiar to count dy- 
namically. 

Main effort is for camera effect- 
iveness, relying upon a marine battle 
between a trio of German subma- 
rines and a mystery ship (schooner) 
| manned by disguised U. S. sailors. 
The action this supplies, in addition 
to the twist of three subs instead of 


is 





} the usual one, should sail ‘Fleet’ at 
a moderate pace through the big 
houses, though accelerating the box- 
| office flow in those places where 
|} they applaud when the Yanks come 
|to the rescue. The naval routines 
jand maneuvering have been inter- 
estingly photographed, which will 


help overcome the admitted weak- 
ness revealed by the flag-waving 
speeches included to bolster the 
climax morale, 

Albert Rogell directed and has 
concentrated on Bob Armstrong and 
Jimmy Gleason rather than Bill 
Boyd and Ginger Rogers. It’s for 
the best in lieu of the very thin love 
theme, besides which Miss Rogers is 
not an especially intriguing film per- 
sonality. Neither has she been too 
well photographed here. But Ro- 
gell’s main mistake appears to have 
been in permitting the picture to run 
just short of an hour and a half. 
That’s a long time to build up 
around a sea scrap, with the only 
implements at hand the _ verbal 
jousts between Armstrong and Glea- 
son and their amicable teaming to- 
gether against Boyd for the affec- 
tions of Sally (Miss Rogers). Cross- 
fire and grimacing of the comedy 
pair begin to pall over such a 
stretch, as there’s no relief other 
than the gunfire—and Gleason gags 
his way through that. Minus 1,000 
feet ‘Fleet’ could be a more im- 
pressive release. 

As has been the habit with war 
features born in Hollywood, the 
German faction concerned is well 
portrayed. Meanwhile the principal] 
male trio have a Coney Island back- 
ground; Boyd is a soft-spoken pro- 
prietor of a shooting gallery; Arm- 
strong is a ‘dees and dem’ postcard 
photographer, and Gleason a sight- 
seeing bus guide. Sally keeps a 
candy store. Story opens before the 
war and finishes back at the famous 
resort. During the interim the lads 
concerned are seen in Havana and 
other foreign climes where local 
damsels are the main topic and 
around whom the usual] horseplay is 
evoked. The sacrifice of one of these 
sequences seems desirable, as to- 
gether they mostly amount to but 
prolongation and stretch the plot 
liberties to an unnecessary point. 

Unfolded are two good pieces of 











The Woman’s Angle 








‘Suicide Fleet’ 


(RKO-Pathe)—Well 


exploited personalities of the 


Messrs. Boyd, Gleason and Armstrong draw the ladies to a highseas 
yarn. Its title and subject matter art not of lesser importance to feminine 


audiences than the three men. 





‘Possessed’ (M-G). 


Joan Crawford as a little country girl who makes 
good and Clark Gable in the big city. 


Boxoffice pap for the flaps. 





‘Men in Her Life’ (Col). 


First rate programmer creditably acted and 


plausibly unreeled. ‘Will sustain the interest of the ladies in the smaller 


houses. 





‘Surrender’ (Fox). 


Pleasing presence of Warner Baxter fails to over- 


come a grandiloquent and artificial account of the futility of war, 


‘Her Majesty, Love’ (FN). 


A struggle to be gay, witty, and charming 


that has not the substance to amuse the girls. 


‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par). 


Weak dileniation 
won’t hold the sympathy of the flaps. 


of complex characters 
Only older women, eager for a 


moral, will be satisfied by George Bancroft’s discovery of the emptiness 


of wealth and power. 


‘A Dangerous Affair’ (Col). 


Farcical murder mystery that would bore 


the ladies if the film were not imbued with the likeable personalities of 
those two scrapping buddies, Jack Holt and Ralph Graves. 


‘Local Boy Makes Good’ (FN). 
expect daughter to do. Joe E. 


Amusement for the family, only don’t 
srown’s romantic appeal leaves her cold. 


‘Die Schlact von Bademuende’ (Ufa).—Rivalry between the German 
Army and Navy for the favor of Deutsche maechens may amuse daugh- 
ters of the Fatherland. American fanettes find labored dialog and Teu- 
tonic comedy dull and incomprehensible, 

‘Sein Liebeslied’ (Superfilm).—Frolicsome German musical. Has a 


spontaneous gaiety and airy cast that will send its audience of 


gut in excellent humor. 


fraulein 





| mo phe re 


business for laughs: one the semae 
phoring to Boyd by Sally as the dee 
stroyer pulls out and the entire 
ship’s crew answering, and the tag 
on a cooch dance emporium bit for 
Armstrong and Gleason, Story’s 
dramatic phase deals with the dis- 
covery of the German schooner at 
sea, the burning of that vessel by 
its own crew, and then the U. S. 
sending out a duplicate craft to 
cruise and entice whatever it can. 
Boyd volunteers, is given command, 
and his decoy ship is virtually 
blown out of the water when the 
three German subs convene and one 
of these commanders discovers the 
ruse as the flotilla of destroyers 
steams to the rescue. 

Story continuously telegraphs the 
trail it will follow through upsetting 
audience calculations when the three 
subs rise to the surface one by one 
But the finish is according to for- 


mula. Armstrong and Gleason are 
the outstanding cast members in 
set-up assignments. Boyd plays 


methodically and minus color. Sid. 


POSSESSED 


Metro-Goldwyn-Maver production and re- 
lease. Stars Joan Crawford and features 
Clark Gable. Directed by Clarence Brown. 


Continuity and adaption by Lenore Coffee 
from Edgar Selwyn's play, ‘The Mirage.’ 
At the Capitol, N. Y¥., week Nov. 27. Run- 
ning time, 74 mins, 

Sear eee Joan Crawford 
en WE MN 6b ccc etciaceséves Clark Gable 
Al Manning. cocsccccccceces -- Wallace Ford 
We BEEN a 60 660 o0eeess veces .. Skeets Gallagher 
THAVOTB. cccsccocccccceccceties Frank Conroy 
Vermiee.ccccscdedageedeoceescs Marjorie White 
FTohem Drisooll. cncccecscvcccescsed John Miljan 
Mother. ..ccccecccscccccvrcess Clara Blandick 





Too much appeal in the lead com- 
bination of Crawford and Gable, and 
enough to attract the flapper trade 
in the story for anything else to 
stand between ‘Possessed’ and good 
grosses. Technically it’s an ele- 
mentary grade picture, full of every- 
thing the modern good talker has 
outgrown. 

‘Possessed’ needs everything the 
Crawford and Gable names can give 
it. It won't get a thing on word of 
mouth. 

No more deliberate aim has ever 
been taken at a certain patronage 
than at the sap class through this 
screen version of Edgar Selwyn’s 
once dramatic ‘The Mirage.’ They’ve 
slipped it the plebian idea of ritzy 
living from all angles and stuffed it 
with enough extra s. a. to show that 
the reason for the rewriting wasn't 
to clean up the plot but to make a 
spot for Gable. 

Marian’s keeper in 
was a middle-aged gent and her 
finish in the play was quite sad. 
The middle-age thing wasn’t suited 
to Gable, nor did the sad ending fit 
the story’s screen build-up. All that 
remains of the original is the girl 
who comes to New York from Erie, 
Pa. Even her motive is changed. 

In New York Miss Crawford, as 
Marian, is the mistress of a rich 
young lawyer (Gable). For evident 
censorial reason they’re shown liv- 
ing apart, but otherwise the script 
even goes out of its way to suggest 
the illicit relationship. 

Miss Crawford talks a little 
French, wears some clothes and 
does enough of everything to sat- 
isfy her following without ever 
reaching her promised heights in 
performance. It’s about time she 
got a story. Gable again is the stiff, 
cold-blooded, manly leading man. 
Since graduating from gangster 
parts he has failed to register any 
strong emotion. Happy or sad, it’s 
always the same Gable. Only when 
the script calls for a snarl or for 
him to slap Miss Crawford in the 
face, to call her a ‘little tramp’ and 
to tell her to scram, did anything 
register om the Gable horizon. One 
‘Variety’ sobbie said that in Gable’s 
face there is cruelty. So maybe 
that’s what they like. 

Wallace Ford, as Marian’s small- 
town sweetheart in her pre-mistress 
days, gives the picture’s most faith- 
ful performance, his vaud and legit 
experience always counting. Skeets 
Gallagher has about five minutes, 
and Marjorie White a short bit that 
suffers from character exaggeration. 

A full-sized theatre scene with 
complete audience, not a_ library 
clip, is the production's best me- 
chanical item. And not a gasp here 
for that slap. Bige. 


MEN IN HER LIFE 


‘The Mirage’ 


Columbia production and release. Star- 
ring Lois Moran, Directed by William 
Jaudine, From the novel by Warner 
Fabian, adaptation and dialog by Robert 
Riskin; continuity by Dorothy Howell. 
Cameraman, Teddy Tetzioff. tunning 
time, 60 minutes. At Broadway, New 
York, week Nov. 28. 

Julla Cavanaugh. ...ccccccccccs Lois Moran 
Flashy Madden........... Charles Bickford 
Count I[Van...cccccesecesses Victor Varconi 
Dick Webster.......... ---Donald Dilloway 
ANTON cccceccccesecscrsceees Luis Alberni 
DEMTIB cosccccscocedd Adrienne D’ Ambricourt 
Miss Mulholland............ Barbara Weeks 
We IMO. ccc cccceceseeees o0eeee Wilson Benge 
Blake .ccccccccccecccesoccseces Oscar Apfel 
District Attormey.........- Hooper Atchley 





Mild program stuff, but serviceable 
hoke commercial material. Source 
in a novel is easily to be seen in a 
blurred pattern, narrative progress 
being halting and the scenario hav- 
ing too much material packed into 
it to make clean story design. 

However, it will please the neigh- 
borhoods, having a haute monde at- 
in Paris and New York 

nd a certain naive romantic effect. 
Ethics are a litle twisted, the rough 
diamond being a reformed bootleg- 


|ger and a good deal of a roughneck 


it that. He eventually cops the 
(Continued on page 21) 
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RELICIOVS ADVERTISING 
— HOUSTON — 


|What a Crowd! 
What a Crowd!! 


Were You Among the Happy, 
Joyous ‘Fhrong That Attended the 
Opening Service of the 
















Gigantic Gospel 


Crusade 


AT THE 









Evangelistic Temple 
Capitol Avenue Bridge at Riesner Street 
fUCH SINGING— 


SUCH ENTHUSIASM 
SUCH A PROGRAM— 


DAILY—10:30 AND 7:45 


RAYMOND 
T. RICHEY 


“The Little Man of- Mighty Faith” 


Hear Him Daily at 12:00 Noon Over KTRH 





























FLOYD B. JOHNSON—“The Sunshine Man” | 


AXD 


PHIL -KERR—"The Happy Boy” 















Singing and Playing to Your Heart 
Hear Them Daily at 1:00 P. M. Over KPRC 
3 Great Services Sunday 
10:45—2:45—7:30 
Thanksgiving Morning-—Men Only—10:30 
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Mae Clarke 
John Boles 


YS Boris Karloff 
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Final Reel of Picture 
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JAY VELIE 
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WHE VICTOR RECORDING ARTIST 


BOYD SENTER 


“THE OWE MAN ORCHESTRA” 
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New Stars on Parade} 
Witn Vddio Garr. 
Hildegarde. Aber Twins. 


Coonor Twins, Virginia 
Lee. Gloria Giibert, pt 
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FLO ; HARMONY FOUR 
Radice Artists Supreme 
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SEN MURRAY MANUEL MACIAS 
Ie Person. at Comedy on the Wire 
Midnite Show v? 
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Dancing sensations 


Metre’s Mighty Hit qith 
Leis Moren—Madge Evans . 
A millionaire doughboy is >, =" 
jilted by the one he loves 
so he marries the first girl ‘% 

he meets! A story packed 
with romance and laughs 
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5. Peter Higgins 


Broadway Tenor t 
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Dancing Fun! 
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EXPLOITATION + - + By Epes W. Sargen 
Effective Helps with oil paint instead of water color, National Ties locally, if desired. Early run Get the Cards 


Gabe Yorke has taken AMike 
Vogel out of the Fox theatre de- 
partment and has set him to work 
on the sales copy and exploitation 
for the press books. It is not an- 
nounced as ‘something new’ in 
press books. That line is getting a 
bit too trite, but it really is some- 
thing different in that the exploita- 
tion ideas are laid out by a two- 
handed guy who can run a theatre 
as well as write exploitation with a 
background which dates back to 
the day when the exploitation man 
was still a novelty. Vogel was one 
of Saunders’ early exploiteers, and 
he has been at it off and on ever 
since. When he has been off, he 
has been running theatres of vari- 
ous sizes, with the result that he 
can lay out practical exploitation 
suggestions that will click, because 
they are precisely what AMike 
would do if he had to work without 
a book to sell his own theatre. 

Vogel contributes a sales angle 
lead that is written from the point 
of the theatre manager and not the 
film salesman. He knows that if ne 
can sell the manager the idea of 
selling his patrons, it is going to be 
easier for the film salesman to ap- 
proach the manager. He aims to 
show the advertising possibility of 
the picture and then back it up 
with some stunts which can be 
done by the average house, and the 
average house is practically every 
theatre outside a handful of de 
luxe spots. Some are larger and 
some are smaller than the others, 
but they all measure up about the 
same in patron reaction, 

Vogel shoots at the center of the 
target with stuff that can be done 
by the average manager; which is 
the only real way to write a press 
book. ‘ 





Parading St. Nick 
Hazelton, Pa. 

Ben M. Cohen has sold the Cham- 
ber of Commerce the idea of a Santa 
Claus Parade to open the Christmas 
shopping season, with the festival 
dated for Dec. 2. 

Local merchants are entering 
floats and the parade will pretty 
well cover the city, ending up at 
the Capitol theatre where the im- 
personator of Santa and local not- 
ables will address the crowd from 
the theatre marquee, after which 
Santa will climb a fire dept. ladder 
to the roof of the theatre and pre- 
sumably take his raindeer flight 
back to North Pole. 

Merchants also have contributed 
prizes for the best kid letter on 
‘What I want Santa to give me’ and 
‘Why I want mother and daddy to 
buy my Xmas gifts in Hazelton.’ 
Entire cost defrayed by the Cham- 
ber, with Cohen getting daily sto- 
ries for-the Capitol. 

Marking the advent of vaudeville, 
Cohen promoted a co-op page of 
‘welcome vaude’ ads, with an over- 
flow to other pages. 


Opposition Aided 
Haverhill, Mass. 

Staging a trade pick-up stunt 
with local merchants, who contrib- 
uted 40 prizes in return for cou- 
pons, E. Brodie, of the Paramount, 
got the manager of the opposition 
theatre to decide the winners. The 
op. manager happened to be the 
Mayor and he could not very well 
refuse the request of the merchants 
that he officiate. 


Toy Hospital 

Two birds were killed with one 
stone last year when a theatre man 
hired a mechanic, out of a job, to 
repair all broken Christmas toys 
brought to the theatre the week 
after the holiday. The artisan was 
a handy man who could make minor 
repairs to broken engines and other 
mechanical toys and an artist with 
the glue and paint brushes. 

It cost the house $25 for the man 
for a week, he supplying his own 
tools and glue pot, but it was worth 
many times that in maternal appro- 
bation and juvenile thanksgiving. 
Mothers reported that having brok- 

the new toys once, the kids were 
ore careful to avoid a second 
1ash, having learned their lesson 

It should be stipulated that in- 
volved repairs cannot be under- 








taken, but the simpler mechanisms 


should be tackled 
the right man. 
a confectioner 


if you can get 


parent to hold for the child. 


back which was regarded as a pay- 
off. 


Painting Broadway 
New York City. 


With the painted sidewalks for 


Cantor and Jessel at the Palace not 
yet scuffed off the Broadway side- 
walks, RKO used a similar stencil 
for the Mayfair with ‘Are These My 
Children.’ And to make sure that 
the gag would not be overlooked. 
‘Variety’ received a special imprint 
on its very doorstep. 

Apparently the stenciling is done 


ee a — a 


In the instance cited 

supplied duplicate 
tags, one of which was given the 
The 
tag carried store advertising on the 


and it remains down for several 
weeks. In most cities the use of 
oil paint would bring out a com- 
plaint from the police, but appar- 
ently the Broadway cops are less 
particular. 

One-Spot Signs 
The fad for mirror ornamentation 
is off, but not entirely. A theatre 
unable to afford the cost of much 
lamp work on the marquee is still 
using mirrored tetters to serve in- 
stead of the usual electric letters 
on the sides of the marquee. Let- 
ters are cut from odd bits of compo- 
board, uniform in size, new letters 
being made as required, but the old 
ones stored for repeated use. 
The front of the letter is covered 
with bits of broken mirrors, most of 
the glass being contributed by juv- 
enile patrons. Only well silvered 
glass is used, and if the fragments 
are not small enough they are 
trimmed down with a glass cutter. 
A single spot on either side of the 
marquee lights the entire line and 
gives fully as good an effect as the 
porcelain letters, which cost more 
and involve a much heavier current 
bill. 
Not so good for a large house, 
save perhaps as a novelty, but a 
money saver to the smaller spots 
where another theatre does not have 
to be fought with lights. 





The Right Slant 


There is always one particular 
slant which can be used to the 
greatest advantage in selling any 
picture to any particular class of 
patrons, and this is not always the 
slant played up in the press book 
ads, which are averaged for gen- 
eral patronage. It pays to dig out 
the slant, if the picture can be re- 
viewed, or attempt to dig it out of 
the published synopsis, if the pre- 
view is not possible. 

In a recent picture, for example, 
the big appeal in the story was a 
sacrifice for love. But the manager 
read the synopsis and he found a 
minor theme which paralleled a re- 
cent local happening which had cre- 


ated a lot of talk. 


He shot the regular cuts, wrote 
his copy to play up this compara- 
tively minor development, and got 
about 50% more business than 
would have accrued from a straight 


campaign. Even a minor local ap- 
peal either to recent events of 
neighborhood prejudice is worth 
more than the most. opulently 


worded general selling. 


Winnng Them Back 


Some time ago attention was 
called to the fact that managers 
vere getting a bit too greedy in their 
store co - operations. Merchants 
were suffering from poor business 
and grabbed at everything which 
looked like a business builder. Many 
of the giveaway stunts framed up 
did much to give a boost to com- 
mercial houses through their con- 
nection with the theatre. 

But the success of these enter- 
prises seems to have given some 
managers a sense of their own and 
their theatre’s importance out of 
proportion to the facts. They have 
taken more and more for the the- 
atre and have given less and less 
to their co-operations. 

As a result, the merchants are 
figuring that they know the an- 
swers and are framing their own 
stunts without regard for the the- 
atre co-operation, figuring they no 
longer need the theatre to give 
added pull to the ideas. 

This is true only in a sense, but 
since the impression exists, it 
would be the part of wisdom to 
arrange the stunts so that the store 
at least gets an even break. Mer- 
chants want to get people to come 
to their stores just as badly as the 
theatres want the same people to 
buy into the theatre. 


Run of Paper Ads 


There seems to be a growing ten- 
dency on the part of careful man- 
agers to take run of paper for ad- 
vertising large enough to stand by 
itself. Herschel Stuart, of the Fox 
New England circuit, who is an ex- 
cellent judge of values, is planning 
to go to the commercial rate and 
get approximately twice as much 
space for his display, maintaining 
a small ad in the theatrical page, 
merely to hold the regular readers. 

There is nothing new to the idea. 
Frank Montgomery used commer- 
cial space 15 years ago and found 
the results just as good, but most 
managers seem to feel that theatri- 
cal advertising should go on the 
regular theatre page, overlooking 
that whenever they can land a co- 
up page they are doing the same 
things as those who take commer- 
cial rate for their own particular 
space. 

Probably much less than a quarter 
page would be of small value, but a 
half page in the general run can 
usually be obtained for the cost of 
a quarter page in the regular space, 
and probably will do more good. 











Some of these important sounding 
national hook-ups do not appear to 
be working out the way their pro- 


moters think they should. It may 
be all very well for the first run 
man, but an automatic tie-up is 
geerally out and on its way before 
the smaller exhibitor, who really 
needs the assistance most, can 


profit by the stunt, It has been 
forgotten before he gets the film. 
This particularly applies to the 
so-called automatic stunts, which 
operate independently of the the- 
atre. The stunt in which the lo¢al 
handler of goods is to be tied in 
to the theatre as needed offers an- 
other kink. Unless the exhibitor 
can get certain booking sufficiently 
in advance to be able to notify his 
dealers, permit them to contact the 
jobber for the material and get it 
back, there is danger that the stuff 
will come in too late to be of use, 
and these days playdates are un- 
certain and shifting, at best. 
The best national hookup is an 
idea so good that it will be put over 
by exhibitors from coast to coast 
on their own initiative. Then the 
exhib is certain it will be done when 
it will afford him the best adver- 
tisement. 





Different Throwaway 


Fox has a new idea in throwa- 
ways for Will Rogers in ‘Ambassa- 
dor Bill.” Claremore, Okla., got on 
the map when Rogers put it there, 
and the entire town is solid for the 
ex-roper. It was no trick at all to 
persuade the Claremore ‘Daily 
Progress’ to give the entire front 
page to the star and his new pic- 
ture and this was made into a full 
newspaper size sheet with a space 
at the bottom for the theatre im- 





houses have put in large orders and 
the semi-kidding style is getting 
results. 

Very little about the picture, but 
a lot about Rogers, and a great 
boost for Claremore. 


Getting Opinions 

like a certain the- 
atre and not be conscious of any 
particular reason, Sometimes it 
helps to make them stop to figure it 
out. One manager accomplished 
this by offering small prizes to those 
who wrote the best replies to ‘The 
chief reason why I like the Bijou 
theatre best” Limited to 50 words 
and required to be written on a 
regular posteard in black ink. 

Reason for that was that the 
winning cards were reproduced in 
line cut and repeated on similar 
postals to the entire mailing list. 
Two frames of the best cards were 
also displayed in the lobby. 

Only about 200 replied, but the 
probabilities are that 10 times as 
many mentally framed their own 
replies without sending them in, and 
each was confirmed in the idea that 
the theatre was the best. Getting 
them to sit down and think it out, 
drives the idea home more force- 
fully. 


Persons may 


Using Weather Bureau 


St. Paul. 

Roland Douglas showed the boys 
how to hit page one with ‘Dangerous 
Affair.” Tied in with local weather 
bureau on forecast for day of start 
of the picture along the line that it 
was a dangerous affair to forecast 
the weather three days ahead. 

Right guesser copped $10 with the 
next nearest 50 taking ducats to the 














manager of the RKO 23rd Street. 
Bill Henry now at the Park Lane, 
Arthur Gilgar, from the Lane to 
Henry’s duties at the Regent. 





Moundsville, W. Va. 
Strand and Park have been leased 
by George Shafer, to M. E. Sperling 
and W. A. Lowe, local men. 





Long Beach, Calif. 
F. H. Graaf has taken over the 
California theatre, Long Beach, 
from Charlotte Mahn, 





Dover, O. 
Ernest L. Weppler, manager of 
the Bexley, succeeding William 
Fenton. 





Aulger Bros. moved their stock in 
Grand Rapids, Ia., to Fort Dodge, Ia. 





Columbus. 
Loew’s has made some shifts in 
manpower at the Broad and Ohio. 
Robert E. Senft, ass’t mgr. of the 
two houses for two years, has left 
for Baltimore and is replaced at 
the Broad by William Depperman, 
from Indianapolis. George Tucker 
will confine his activities to the 
Ohio. Thompson named 
treasurer of the Broad. L. Ward 
Farrar becomes ass’t to Russell 





Bovim at the Ohio. Replaces Frank 
Henson, detailed to Athens, Ga. 
Watty Watson remains in charge 
at the Broad. 





Bronx, N. Y. 
Mike Shaine and Al Leff have ac- 
quired the Walton theatre, dark 
since taken by Fox a year ago. 
House, with straight pictures, un- 
oa a change of name to the 
O. 





Des Moines. 
Publix is closing the Columbia 
and opening the Capitol, Davenport. 
Herb Grove to manage Capitol and 
succeeded at the Fort, Rock Island, 
by J. Krier, former manager Co- 
lumbia, 





Fort Dodge, Ia. 
Jess Day now managing Strand, 
Iowa, and Rialto for Central States 
Theatre Corp., here. 





RKO President closed Saturday 
(21). Roland Douglas, manager, 
goes back to publicity at the Omaha 
Orpheum, 





Oklahoma City. 
Warner changes of managers here 
are Irving Mirsch, from Liberty to 
Grand Florusent, St. Louis; Paul 
Townsend, from Empress to Lib- 
erty, and D. L. Johnson at Empress. 





Quincy, Tl. 
Orpheum theatre (Publix) now 
using three acts of Sunday vaude. 
Started Nov. 29. 





Creston, Ia. 
Strand darkened by fire under 
stage. Slight loss. Two weeks’ tieup. 





print and offered as a stock acces-|President. Clicked hard with two 
sory. Back page can be printed up'art shots during contest. P 
BEHIND the KEYS 
New York. ; New York. 
Samuel Rydell has been made Numerous theatre switches in 


RKO divisions. One marks an in- 
crease in the number of houses 
under Jim Brennan who gains 
Kearney, Lindhurst, Rutherford and 
two in Union City, all N. J., from 
R. H. Emde. Emde retains Newark 
and Jersey City. 

Chicago division, under William 
Elson, gains two in Toledo, formerly 
in J. E. Firnkoess’ Ohio sector, The 
Toledo duet now comes into the 
Detroit district, operated for Elson 
by Arthur Frudenfeld. 





Atlanta. 

Warner Bros., recently dropping 
a couple of small-key exchanges, is 
effecting economies in others. First 
is the trimming of costs here, with 
other southern branc:ies reported 
to follow. 

Locally a tooker and a half dozen 
lessers were cut from the payroll. 





Chicago. 

Warner replacements in this ter- 
ritory has Max Slott, former Chi- 
cago district manager, switched to 
the Wisconsin area, This includes 
12 houses in Milwaukee, two in 
Sheboygan and one each in Apple- 
ton, Racine and Kenosha. 

Slott’s former local eight theatres 
out of Warner’s combined 20 in 
town, has been split up between 
Harry Corbett and Charles Ryan, 
district supervisors. 





i Minneapolis. 

Due to poor business and the un- 
favorable pre-Christmas outlook, 
RKO has closed its two Twin City 
straight film houses, the local Sev- 
enth Street, and the President, St. 
Paul. Tentative plans call for re- 
opening Christmas Day. 





Dallas. 
Second try at the safe of the Ritz 
at Midland, Tex., last week, good 
for more than $500. Yeggs broke 
into the house and carried off the 
strong box. Same safe wouldn't 
crack in previous attempt. 





Syracuse. 
Arlington Amusement Co. has ac- 
quired the Melva theatre and site 
in the Eastwood sector and will 
modernize, reopening about Jan. 1. 
Policy will be straight films. As 
— theatre will seat about 





New Orleans. 
T. H. Stevens, formerly of Toledo, 
succeeds Louis DeWolfe as manager 
of Orpheum here. DeWolfe trans- 
ferred to Orpheum in Memphis, re- 
placing Louis Hellborn, reported go- 
ing to Denver for RKO. 
Davenport, Ia. 
RKO-Orpheum, new 2,750 seater. 
opened here Thanksgiving eve with 
five acts instead of three on vaud- 
film policy, 
William Seas, who has been in 
charge of the RKO-Capitol, goes to 





the new house. The Capitol reverts 
back to Publix. 





All through the Christmas hove 
days screen an appeal to your pate 
rons to turn in their Christmas 
cards, when they have tire. of them 
to be given to the children in jn- 
stitutions or to the sick in the 


hoge 
Pitals. If you have no such institu. 
tions in your own town, you can 


announce that they will be sent to 
the nearest larger city. 

There are numerous _ socictieg 
which regularly make similar 


peals, and which make very souk 
use of the cards. Your angle is 
that if they come to the theatre to 
leave the cards, they may £0 in to 
see the show. In any event, you get 


good will for 
that counts. 


Punched the Oakleys 


good intentions, an@ 


Mexico City. 
Cine Olimpia, Par show window 
and largest local cinema, installed a 
shooting gallery in connection With 
showing of ‘The Law of Terror,’ 
Ten shots free at the moving tare 
gets and a ducat for 100% scores, 
Not many passes given out, but 
management declares it brought the 
largest ticket sale of any stunt ever 
worked. 





NEW YORK 


(Continued from page 9) 
opener at $24,300 last week. 
Hur’ (M-G) revival next. 

Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1) ‘Suicide 
Fleet’ (RKO-Pathe). Unusual lob- 
by display attracting passersby; 
film got fair notices besides and 
drawing moderately; for nine days 
around $35,000. Last five days of 
‘Our Children’ (Radio) not so hot; 
$9,900. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Rouna 
the World’ (UA) (2nd week). Fair- 
banks picture exits Dec. 10 after 
three weeks; just fair second week 
at $18,000. Last week rated $21,800, 
light. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50) ‘Surren- 
der’ (Fox) and stage show. Run- 
ning for $70,000, fair and may better 
a little. Last week ‘Over the Hill’ 
(Fox) disappointing at $67,200, 
Boswell Sisters, radio, and a rhume 
ba band next week, with ‘Cuban’ 
(M-G). ‘Big Parade’ (M-G) here 

9 


Dee. 11. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75) ‘Local 
Boy’ (FN). Holiday opening, with 
special midnight premier helps to 
eight day $28,000. Last week 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col) $13,600 on 
six days, fair. 

Warners (1,100; 50-75) ‘Sporting 
Chance’ (Mon). Indie film slated 
only for $2,500; looks like shortage 
of product as Warners’ hint of ree 
viving ‘Doorway to Hell’ (FN) fole 
lowing this one. Last week final 
for ‘Speckled Band’ (Fox) $3,850. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-85-$1) 
‘Her Majesty, Love’ (FN) (ist 
week). Fair at $28,000 on eight 
days; drew mixed reviews. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1.130; 50-75- 
$1-$1.50-$2) ‘Im Jeheimdienst’ 
(Ufa) (ist week). First German 
straight drama film in some time, 
and opened nicely; heading for $5,< 
500. Last week ‘Schlacht von 
Bademuende’ weak at $2,800. 


Folly’ and Fleet’ Both 
Around $13,000, Portland 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 30. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Local biz is making a mild come- 
back. Major downtown houses are 
getting close to $5 a seat for the 
week. Top money for this burg is 
about $10 a week a seat. Mat hours 
from 3 to 5 p. m. are the dull mo- 
ments. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-60) 
‘Rich Man’s Folly’ (Par) and F-M 
unit. Holding big around $13,000. 
Last week ‘Girls About Town’ (Par) 
$9,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Portiand) (2,000; 
2E-60) ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). Doing 
just fairly, in line for about $7,000. 
Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (lox), 
second week fair, $5,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) 
‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Clicking well, maybe $13,000. Last 
week ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) only 
$9,500; wasn’t exploited. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-69) ‘Corsair’ (UA). Fairly 
on $6,000. Last week ‘Possessed 
(M-G) $7,500, but couldn't make 
holdover grade. " 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 29° 
35) ‘Penrod’ (FN). Nice around 
$5,000. Last week ‘Local Boy’ (FN) 
big with $6,600. 


LANE’S NEW SHEET 


Hollywood, Nov. 39. 
Tamar Lane, whose ‘Film Mer- 
cury’ folded two months ago, 39 
starting another fortnightly film 
trade paper. New sheet will carry 
the title of ‘Tamar Lane’s Opinion. 


‘Ben 











Lane at present is consultant 
story editor at Radio. He and his 
sister, Annabel Lane, will publish. 
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“Next week” doesn’t depend upon 
curtain calls with F. @ M. 


ACTORS don’t need to tip the orchestra 
leader to tease extra applause from the audi- 
ence. When you sign with Fanchon & Marco, 
you're sure of a job for the length of your 


a contract. 


THEATRE OPERATORS won’t have 
the show delayed by actors trying to milk the 
y house. Sure F.&M. acts wow them. But not 


because the booth keeps the spot on the 
wings after the act is finished. 


) 


ee 


Showmanship—not monkey business—has 


placed Fanchon & Marco on top of the heap 





Offices 
HOLLYWOOD SAN FRANCISCO SEATTLE MILWAUKEE 



















KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Paul’s Coast Start 


Interesting inside yarn back of 
Paul Ash’s again coming under F, 
& M. management on Coast, is that 
he started that way in the orches- 
tra of “Let’s Go,” which was F. & 


M.’s pioneer musical comedy, play- 
ing Coast and getting as far east as 
Chicago in 1919. So Paul is once 


more playing Coast for F. & M., but 
at a difference in pay check, 


Lupe Back in Hollywood 


Lupe Velez, ex F. & M. girl, who 
went big in pictures, is back from 
Paris and considering picture and 
musical comedy production offers. 
Lupe had intended staying abroad 
for the winter but someone put her 
name on a check and she had to 
hike back to Coast to get the mat- 
ter cleared up. 


Our New “Girl” Opens 


Edna Wallace Hopper, newest 
F. & M. “girl,” all set for New 
Haven opening this week, with tre- 
mendous publicity campaign ar- 
ranged by her manager, Bob Gold- 
stein, and Fox-Poli general. man- 
ager, Herschel Stuart, Newest 
“girl” gets great break in having 
no Sunday show and her weekly 
Columbia broadcast falling on Sun- 
day, at Abe Lyman studio in Fox 
Theatre, Brooklyn. 


Still Another Week for Bing 


Bing Crosby, F. & M. musical 
discovery, Binging ’em for keeps 
at New York Paramount, where he 
is holding over again. Bing also 
leading in all radio favorite con- 
tests, evidently succeeding Vallee 
in this spot, with Morton Downey 
a close contender. Downey played 
some Eastern dates for F. & M. re- 
cently, and is due to play some 
more when his open time permits: 


More Rolandites Assemble 


Roland fan club revival idea 
spreading east where Ruth’s for- 
mer Boston ins are gathering at 
Publix Metropolitan Theatre to wel- 
come her. Dick Obee, manager of 
Ruth’s F. & M. Idea, transferred by 
M. D. Howe to “Swiss Movements" 
Idea, while Thomas G. Baker as- 
signed to “Once Upon a Time,” 
Fred Wagner to “Manhattan,” and 
M. C. Coyne to “Slavique.” 


"Nother Raid on Japanese 

Japanese invasion being conducted 
by Leon Leonidoff, F. & M. director, 
in search of Japanese talent for 
special Idea shortly to be produced. 
Larry Ceballos has completed his 
cast for “Swiss Movements,” with 
signing of the Lucky Boys, Bill 
Dooley, Frances Lee and Bert Pri- 
val. This Idea was originally titled 
“In Dutch.” 


George Gets Better, Rejoins 


George Dewey Washington re- 
turns to F. & M. “Black and White" 
Idea, at B. & K. Tivoli, Chicago, 
after being out two weeks through 
illness. Harry Moore, the man who 
gets laughs by tearing paper into 
pieces, takes the place of Cy Lan- 
dry in “Tintypes” Idea, Dec, 10, at 
Denver Theatre, Denver. 


That World’s Fair Idea 


Eliminations started this week in 
the B. & K.-Chicago American 
“World’s Fair’ Talent Quest spon- 
sored by F. & M. Herman Black, 
publisher of the American, and tha 
two Bills, Hollander and Pine, of 
Balaban and Katz, have been 
snowed under with applicants’ 
photos. Returns to date have sure 
prised even these hard-boiled ad 
experts 
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lan EXTENDED 
SIME on “Over the Hill’ 


—You’ll have to, if 
you go out and 


SELL this picture* 




























































*See the Fox Press Sheet of, for and 


by showmen for practical suggestions. 
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wilh , 


James DUNN 
ally EILERS 
Mae MARSH 


Directed by HENRY KING | 
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MEN IN HER LIFE 


(Continued from page 15) 


high-born heroine, when her aristo- 
cratic suitor finds she has had one 
of those hectic school girl experi- 
ences that disqualifies her from that 
family tree. 


This ever-so-slightly shdépworn 
heroine might pass muster under 
the right sophisticated treatment, 
but this story plan isn’t sophisti- 
cated, and the point is not easy to 
follow. Incidents of the ancient epi- 
sode are given as a sort of prolog 
with brutal detail, and that cheap- 
ens the girl past all forgiveness. 
Dumb and trusting flaps are de- 
moded nowadays. They have to do 
their sinning with open eyes and 
jaunty gameness. A few in Holly- 
wood realize the validity of this 
point, but only a few 

This bootlegger is a picturesque 
boob and in spite of crude literary 
handling, Charles Bickford does im- 
bue him with a certain aura of hu- 
man interest. Comedy is strictly 
hoke, but neatly arranged to escape 
too rowdy atone. Lois Moran gives 
the heroine a _ graceful reading, 
much more graceful, indeed, than 
the role deserves. 

Origin in a novel is tipped off in 


a rather staggering sequence of 
events. We have the rich American 
girl lured to a rendezvous in the 


French countryside by an unscrupu- 
lous French count. Finding her for- 
tune is no more, he deserts her next 
morning, leaving her broke and 
without money to pay the tavern 
bill. Here the touring bootlegger 
finds and rescues her. 

Later the count tries to blackmail 
the girl on the eve of her wedding 
to the son of a U. S. Senator. Boot- 
legger takes charge of the affair and 
in silencing the blackmailer, care- 
lessly bumps him off. That much 
practically makes a complete story. 
But instead, it turns out to be only 
a preliminary. Bootlegger goes to 
trial for murder, and will go to the 
chair unless the girl comes forward 
to explain the circumstances. 
Here's the start of another story, 
which hasn't as much action as the 
first act. Anyhow, it leads to her 
sacrifice and to the usual clinch of 
bootlegger and heroine, The yicture 
will please those who find this a 
happy ending which calls for a cer- 
tain not so fastidious taste. 

Production is expertly made as to 
its physical attributes with a wealth 
of foreign atmosphere, most of it 
the real thing, cut in by some trick 
process with the new printer upon 
a negative made abroad. One such 
episode has the couple driving down 
a long country road in France on 
the way to Paris and a first-class 
bit of synthetic local color. 

Interiors are in the best of taste 
and the acting is in all respects per- 
suasive beyond the merits of the 
subject. Rush. 


SURRENDER 


Tox production and release. Directed by 
William K. Howard. From the play, 
*Axelle,’ by Pierre Benoit. Adaptation and 
dialog by S. N. Behrman and Sonya 


Levien. Photography by James Wong 
Howe. Recording by <Albert Protzman. 
Art director, Anton Grot. Co-features 
Warner Baxter and Leila Hyams. At 
Roxy, New York, week Nov. 27. Running 
time, 69 mins. 

Dumaine .......ccccesceee Warner Baxter 
ABET seccccccses 060600000060nmeee Ean 
Captain Etbing......+.--..Ralph Bellamy 
Goulot ...ceeees ecovcccces- William Pawley 


Count Reichendorf........C. Aubrey Smith 


Dietrich ..........+----Alexander Kirkland 
Claveriea ..ccccccceccseess Howard Phillips 
Vandaele ......+ceceseeesses- bert Hanlon 
Gottlied ...ccccccccccsccccess Om Ricketts 
Dominica .....scceeeeeseoeess- BOG Rosing 
Fichet ...... eeeess+-Geo, Andre Beranger 
BAURO cccccccce bé6ceed «eseeeFrank Swales 
BRGICE ccccccce ccceccccccece SORSPh Savers 
Avwudemard ..cccccsces eocscceevAlbert Burke 
Bylvestre ......6. seeeee sees. Jack Conrad 





Without sting in a dramatic way, 
slight on its comedy and forcing its 
love interest to make a story, ‘Sur- 
render’ is headed for just what that 
title hints—defeat. Any ‘A’ house, 
particularly if it’s in a big key situ- 
ation with the deluxer classification, 
will have a problem on its hands 
with it. Warner Baxter’s name may 
mean something since it’s been built 
up a way, but otherwise it looks 
tough for ‘Surrender.’ Picture hol- 
lers for support. Too much of a 
Promise on exploitation would hurt 
because little can be delivered. 

For Baxter it’s his poorest story 
since ‘Arizona Kid’ (Fox), or going 
back to silent days, ‘The Great 
Gateby’ (Par). He's a French sol- 
dier-prisoner in a German wartime 
camp. All of the action takes place 
in and about this camp, tipped by 
the opening title as in northern 
Prussia on the Baltic. Nearby at 
a castle a proud Prussian father is 
wishing his four sons a triumphant 
march to Paris. 

Switching back and forth between 
the castle and the prison bastille, 
the story clumsily tries to build up 
&@ love interest contact between 
Baxter and the girl (Leila Hyams), 
whose position at the castle is 
never clear since one of the warring 
sons seems to be engaged to her. 

At the same time the iron hand 
at the prison, played admirably by 
Ralph Bellamy, is on the so-called 
make, but in mixing up the court- 
ship the love interest becomes more 
muddled than anything else. In 
only a minor way does menace 
develop, and that twice in connec- 
tion with prison-break attempts. 


The adaptation and dialog by 





S. N. Behrman and Sonya Levien 
Sets out valiantly to lift film action 
out of the ‘Axele’ story (named af- 
ter the character ard only woman 
in credits), but it has been hope- 
less. In one sequence, where the 
war-horrored German fiance returns 
to the castle on a furlough, blowing 
up hysterically over it all, the 
writers have overdone things « lit- 
tle. 

Alexander Kirkland in that role 
turns in a fine performance until 
he’s called upon to go dramatic with 





pedantic, pleonastic English in his} 
mouth, that ruining his character- 
ization at the wrong time. 


For a time it sounds like a peora- 
tion crying for the end of war. 
Against it the dialog given Pawley 
is studied, smooth, inspiring 
natural. But Pawley’s part enly 
gives him a chance to shoot for a 
goal that’s too far in the distance 

Both Baxter and Miss Hyams are 
like fish out of water. 


As with Baxter, William K. How- 
ard, directing, was up against 
something insurmountable in ‘Sur- 
render.’ Howard did the best that 
could be done, which wasn’t much. 

There are a few good comedy 
touches, doubtless Howard's own. 
Original story surely did not con- 
tain them. Char. 


and 


HER MAJESTY LOVE 


First National production 
Starring Marilyn Miller. Directed by 
helm Dieterle. Ben Lyon, W. C., 
and Leon Errol featured. No 
credits, except acknowledgment 
in ‘the play by R. Bernauer and R. Oes- 
terreicher,’ suggesting German source. 
Cameraman Robert Kurrle. Running time 
75 minutes. At Winter Garden, New York, 
Nov. 2%, on grind, indef. 

Lia Toerrek 


release 
Wil- 

Fields 
scenario 
of origin 


and 


Marilyn Miller 





the ¢ia9bs hs Chae SeuwNs a <0 d 0k08 Ben Lyon 
ee ee ey ete W. C. Fields 
Ds 6 59'644804040040000daR60 Ford Sterling 
Baron von Schwarzdorf......... Leon Errol 
ic 2s tie 6ekesabeabenas Chester Conklin 
NS OEP Oe PP OUES Fer Harry Stubbs 
Aunt Harriette....... eeee+..-Maude Eburne 
0 err Harry Holman 
Fred's sister, Eli........ ++...-Mae Madison 


Represents a false start toward 
a new test of the possibilities of so- 
phisticated comedy with musical in- 
cidentals. Some of the acting by 
Miss Miller and by Ben Lyon is 
pretty bad, the gags are ineffectual 
and the audience interest in a mud- 
dled set of characters is very weak. 

Story has no action to speak of; 
its romance and motivation are fre- 
quently askew, as when the hero for 
whom they want to create sympathy 
twice double-crosses the girl at the 
behest of his family and to get a 
job, and again when the girl, first 


introduced as a hard-to-get. in- 
genue, presently is revealed as a 


rough and tumble virago with kit- 
chen manners and then as a double- 
crossing little gold digger over 
whose disappointments you are sup- 
posed to weep. 

They couldn't quite submerge the 
natural comedy knack of W. C. 
Fields in a futile old man character, 
but they did manage to swamp the 
clowning of Leon Errol in a dumb 
puppet of a travesty German noble- 
man. Some of the leering wedding 
night gags worked into a honey- 
moon sequence of the ancient baron 
and the young heroine were start- 
ling in their bluntness and alto- 
gether the whole affair had the air 


of a revival of an outmoded farce. ; 


Possibly the music sold the sce- 
nario. There are several catchy 
bits of light music, one in particu- 
lar a waltz ballad retitled—this is a 
guess—You Have All My Heart’ 
and reprised throughout the action. 
It is a lilting tune that probably— 
guessing again—was a part of a 
German original, tricked out with 
modern American arrangements. 
Anyhow, the singing of the number 
by Miss Miller and Lyons was the 
most endurable moment of the long 
footage. 

Scene is laid in Berlin and a dis- 
cursive opening has some tricky 
shots at a fashionable cabaret that 
must have cost a good deai to get 
set. For a start it does manage to 
pump up an effect of gaiety as a 
background for Miss Miller’s char- 
acter of a discreet bar maid who 
has captivated a rich young man. 
Scene climaxes with Miss Miller 
and Lyons doing a tango on the 
cabaret dance floor, which turns out 
to be the picture’s high point. From 
that it goes into buffoonery and in- 
terest diminishes through dizzy 
clowning to a frenzied romantic fin- 
ishs, when the heroine, having just 
married a rich old baron, announces 
to the lover who had just discarded 
her, that now she was eligible to 
become his wife. If that’s German 
high comedy, turn on the jazz rec- 
ord. 

Picture takes care of nearly all 
the minor details, settings, lighting, 
music, but ignores utterly the basic 
things of ingratiating story and ac- 
ceptable acting. 
thing with the role of the girl's 
father, a Micawber-like character 
which would have counted in better 


surroundings. Errol was directed 
to play the ancient rous semi- 
straight and got nowhere. Ford 
Sterling did yeoman service in @ 


low comedy patsy part, while Ches- 
ter Conklin in a minor role, scarce- 
ly a bit. never got a chance to build 
it. 

Rest of the people 
dumb hoke for what was intended 
for spicy Continental humor 

Rush. 


substitute 








Fields does some- } 





RICH MAN’S FOLLY 


Paramount production and release. 
Geerge Bancroft. Directed by John Crom- 
well; screen play by Grover Jones and 
Edward Paramore, Jr., who acknewledges 
inspiration from Charles Dickens’ novel, 
‘Dombey & Son.’ Cameraman, David Abet. 


Stars 








At the Paramount, N. Y., week Nov. 27. 
Running time, 75 minutes. 
Brock Trumbull. ...occceces George Bancroft 
Anne Trumbull..... 908 00Sseevns Frances Dee 
Joe Warren...... eccccrocecces Robert Ames 
Paula NOrcroa®....cecee «--Juliette Compton 
PE eee eT ere David Durand 
Katherine Trumbull...... Dorothy Peterson 
MP OPENS 6. 0066 6040648600000060K5 Harry Allen 
Us 66 05000600806 5beR88E8 Gilbert Emery 
Dayton. TETETTIOLOCT LTT TT Guy Oliver 
Anne (age 8) eeeteaen Dawn O'Day 
i REPRE ee George McFarlane | 
SOMMBOR . 6 oc coccccescceteeces William Arnold 
Story of fine sentimental quality, | 


unusually 
1 
he 


well produced and super- 
not to speak of an eloquent per- 
formance by the hitherto inconspic- 
uous Frances Dee. Later has 
mendously effective moments 
sweet ingenue role that all 
matches the Bancroft lead in appeal 

Bancroft name accounts for a rea- 
sonable draw; the title is mislead- 


in a 


him to tasks beyend his strength in 


the blundering thought that ‘He 
mustn't be babied.’ 
Child dies as a result, and the 


father stubbornly 


proceeds to ac- 
quire a new wife, unshaken in his 
goal of passing on the Trumbull 
eminence to an heir, the girl still 
being neglected. The shipbuilder’s 
obsession drives him into a renewed 
business fight against an old busi- 


ness rival, who, meanwhile has mar- 
ried the daughter, and it is only 
when the second wife deserts him 


ind he comes to realize that he has 


bcen a selfish destroyer of the real 
hings of life that he wrecks the new 
i|ship upon which his fortune de- 
ends, seeking in place of his de- 


feated ambitions the love of the girl 


| whose love and loyalty he has long 


tively played by George Bancroft, | 


tre- | 


but | 


ing, but word of mouth probably wil! | 
carry the subject to better than or- | 


dinary 
ought 


trade. 
to build 


that 
stands 


It’s a picture 
in the week 


ay ri} ; ; , ; 
nd will do solid service anywhere | launching is a good pictorial bit, and 


A third engaging performance is 
given by the boy, David Durand 
another of those children with the 
juvenile gift of naturalness. A hu- 


man looking little fellow, who once! 


picking kid roles from 
pretty cherubs. 

Central plot of ‘Dombey & Son’ is 
easy to identify, but a change of 
locale from England of the last cen- 
tury to America of today calls for 
radical amendments. Character of 
the father has been much softened 
and made more sympathetic. Here 
is merely a misguided man more 
the victim of his own ambitions than 
an ogre of heartlessness, and it im- 
proves the story immensely. The 
oppressive gloom of the Dombey 
home has been lightened and the 
whole stock situation has been fused 
With a new and modern treatment of 
light and shade, suggesting that 
while Dickens was a best seller for 
all time, the new generations requir« 
revisions in his technique, even if 
the essence of his stories is timeless. 
Story has brisk action atmosphere 
with a busy shipyard as background 
for Brock Trumbull’s egotistical 
pride in his success as a ship build- 
er following a family tradition of 150 
years. First child was the girl Ann, 
whom Brock dismisses with indif- 
ference as of no value in carrying 
on the Trumbull line. Story opens 
with the birth of the son and heir, 
in whom the elder is bound up, and 
the deuih of the mother. Child de- 
velops into a frail boy, but the fath- 
er’s stubborn 


among the 


again confirms the good sense of not | 





self-interest drives' 


ignored, 

Death of the boy a scene in 
which the picture achieves a pecu- 
liarly moving pathos by means no 
more intricate than a close-up of 
father struggling to keep his 
if-command, while from beyond 
the open door comes the unre- 
strained grief of the lonesome girl. 

Number of capital scenes have 
been taken in a real shipyard, with 
busy army of workmen and its 
ponderous machinery. A real 


is 


tne 


‘i. 


ce 


its 


iol 


quence 


the finale there is a stirring se- 
in which the ship builder 
ks his own ship while a mob of 
workmen, believing him daft, try to 
restrain him Photography neatly 
suggests the scuttling of the new 
craft. 


wre 


Minor roles are well taken care of, 
yne being an amusing characteriza- 
tion of an ancient Scotch clerk by 
Harry Allen. ‘Rich Man’s Folly’ as 
a title gives a false impression, con- 
juring up an idea of gay doings not 
entirely sinless but sprightly, which 
{3 far from the picture’s intent. 

Rush. 


NIGHT LIFE IN RENO 


Supreme production; Artclass release. 


Featuring Virginia Valli. Also Jameson 
Thomas. Cast includes Dixie Lee, Pat 
O'Malley, Carmelita Geraghty and Arthur 
Housman. Story and dialog by Arthur 
Hoerl Directed by Ray Cannon. At the 
Columbus, New York, half of double fea- 
ture program, two days. Running time, 
56 minutes. 

Old stuff. 

sored husband leaves wife; wife 


hops for Reno; meets gay bird; he 
gets shot by his own wife for at- 
tempted cheating; finale, first hus- 
band and wife smack and make up. 
Okay if customers have deep sense 
of humor. Otherwise the double 
feature bills even for inland minors. 
Photography and dialog’ so-so. 
Recording not altogether there but 
okay. Kinder to cast if not dis- 
cussed. Shan, 











—s 
DAS KONZERT 
(‘The Concert’) 
(French Made) 
Berlin, Nov. 21. 


Paramount-Joinville production and Parae 


mourt release. Directed by Leo Mittler. 
Manuscript, Hans Zerlett after play of 
same name by Hermann Bahr: photog- 
raphy, Enzo Riccioni. Recorded on Weste 
ern Electric. Cast: Olga Tschechowa, 
Oskar Karlweis, Ursula Grabley, Walter 
Janssen, Karl Ettlinger, Tony Tetzlaff, 
Karin Evans, Lotte Lorring, Diana Hart, 
Fiorizel Constantinescu, Cecile Gelers and 
Ilse Geri. Running time. 74 mins. At 
Capitol, Berlin 

Film brings the first pleasant 
sounds from Joinville production, 
The German public will probably 


like it, and so it looks like financial 
success. Main success is due to the 
story itself. Hermann Bahr’s “Kon- 
zert” belongs the best modern 
German comedies and was, seven 
years the great box office hit 
of the German stage. The director, 
Leo Mittler, when turning this com- 
edy into a picture, has made the 
subtitle beauties disappear and 
what remains is the main action 
and a certain compactness and 
rudeness which runs through all 
slapstick comedies in the German 
farce fashion. 

Olea Tschechowa, 
plays a vamp, 
understanding 
sen does well 


to 


ago, 


who generally 
is surprising as the 
wife. Walter Jans- 
and Oskar Karlweis 
is a joy as the man who gets back 
his wife. Sound reproduction is ex- 
cellent, but not so the photography. 
Magnus. 


COSI E LA VITA 
(‘Life Is Like That’) 
ITALIAN 
(Made in New York) 


Thalia production and release. Features 
Miriom Battista. Directel by Eugene 
Roder; scenario, Eugene Roder from a 
story by Armando Cennerazzo; photogra- 
phy, Frank Zucker. Cast: Adriana Dori, 
Augusta Merighi, Wannette Vanni, Eduar- 
do Cianelli, Ascanio de Rosa, Vierce Nigi 
and Allesandro Immella. At the Belmont, 


N. Y.. for two weeks, Nov. 
time, 75 mins. 


21. Running 


Made in New York for Italian au- 


diences, it’s not likely to please 
many Latins on this or the other 
side. 

Highly melodramatic yarn of a 
woman who sins and the results. 
She doesn’t tell her husband, but 


lets the child be born secretly and 
brought up by the housekeeper. 
Later she dies, swearing the house- 
keeper to secrecy and, of course, th 
child, a boy, grows up to love his 
own sister. Only way out is that a 
kind providence has him shot by 
another suitor. At court the whole 
thing is explained, they forget the 
(Continued on page 26) 
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with a CAP PISTOL and a 
man with a REVOLVER! 


THEY both have theatres | NAMES do the 


ON opposite sides | oem ie ve . 
| OF Main Street— lsu ORTS 


They’re both fighting for business! ual ROACH .. 


ZASU-PITTS— 


! ONE of them has M-G-M Shorts : The DEEL MA TODD (8) 


; BOY FRIENDS (8) : 

LOADED with Fun among our Flaming Youths! 
“OUR GANG” (8) 

The One and Only kid comedies! 


BOX-OFFICE NAMES! Sigal Seas 


LAUREL-HARDY (8) 

















pens EE A 


The other is just using program fillers! | vocviut comeores 
FITZPATRICK 


YOU KNOW where the crowd flocks when ee 


HARRY LAUDER (4) 


BIG NAMES BOOM on Main Street— | FLIP THE FROG (12) 


: Cartoons with a kick! 
SPORT CHAMPIONS (12) 


| You know how much of a Cr owd Pete Smith’s Tab-laughs ! 


FISHERMAN’S PARADISE (6) 
Something different in shorts! 


you can gather with a cap pistol! HEARST METROTONE | 


| The Newsreel they look for! 


GET WISE! : 
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Establishes house record a past 18 aah 
at Earle Theatre, Washington! 





28% over provions : week at pane? sever ! 


Doubled previous week’s gross at Earle, 


A, Philadelphia! 
: 2 Tripled average gross, Capitol, Steubenville! 









One of the 3 Seas weeks of the year 
at Strand, N. Y.! Reviewers said: 


“As explosive a round of chortles as the average “Wildly funny. The star and director have ‘em in 
constitution can stand.” —N. Y. “Times.” the ais sles.” —N. Y. Samers can.’ 


oe thi ing that he has yet managed upon the 


s — 
reen.” —“Herald Tribune.” A riot of laughs.” “Daily Mirror.” 


LOCAL oh a Ve eesele)», 


250% over previous cpening day at 
Warner Theatre, Milwaukee! 







300% more in 2 days than same period 
last week, Lake, Cleveland! 


LOCAL BOY MAKES GOOD 


At Strand, Syracuse, 215% over average! 
At Strand, Hartford, doubled gross of 


previous big week! 


LOCAL BOY MAKES GOOD 






.. And there are 10,000 more Local... . 


DOROTHY MERVYN 


«i Boys who will Make Good with ~ 
JOE E. BROWN..a FIRST NATIONAL 
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| AMERICAN TRI-ERGON CORPORATION 


10 WEST 47th STREET 


NEW YORK CITY 


WILLIAM FOX 
President 


Notice to the Sound Picture Industry 


DAY sound pictures utilizing photographic film sound records are essentially dependent 
upon several early and important inventions of Messrs. Engl. Vogt, and Massolle. These inven- 
tors are German scientists who did pioneer work in this field, and were the first to produce and 
publicly exhibit successful film sound records. 


The attention of the sound picture industry is directed to the following U. S. patents covering 
certain of these inventions now owned by American Tri-Ergon Corporation. 





1 Patent No. 1,713,726, Vogt, et al., granted May 21, 1929. This is the patent 
@ popularly known as the “flywheel patent” and it relates to certain methods 
and apparatus for uniformly moving the sound record film under the con- 
trol of inertia, either in recording or reproducing machines utilizing sound 
controlled light in translating the sound to or from the film. This patent 
also relates to the photoelectric cell when used with such reproducing 
apparatus, as is now the general practice. 








2 Patent No. 1,825,598, Vogt, et al., granted September 29, 1931. This patent 
@ relates to the process for producing combined sound and picture film by 
photographing the sound and pictures on separate films so that they may be 
developed separately, and then printing both records side by side on a single 
film. This process, as you know, is very extensively used in the industry. 
This patent was recently granted after prolonged litigation on priority with 
Dr. Lee De Forest, in which the Court affirmed the Patent Office decisions 
| in our favor. 
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Attention is invited to the patents themselves for a fuller understanding of their scope. 

Applications for other early and important inventions are still pending. 

Producers, exhibitors, and manufacturers utilizing any of the inventions of said patents are 
hereby notified and warned that they will be held liable for all profits made or damages arising 
: from their infringements of said patents. 


I Infringement suits have recently been instituted under these patents against representative 
concerns in the industry. © Further suits will be brought, if necessary, against infringing film pro- 
ducers and theatre operators and against manufacturers of infringing apparatus, for the purpose 
of restraining all unlicensed use of these inventions. 


Licenses under these patents may be acquired under proper conditions. The object of this 
notice is to acquaint the industry with the situation in order that further liability for unlicensed 


use of the inventions may be avoided. 











AMERICAN TRI-ERGON CORPORATION | 
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COSI E LA VITA 


(Continued from page 21) 
boy who was shot, and marry to 
live happily ever after. 

Poorly acted and photographed 
the same way. Direction is way 
off. The sound is terrible. 

Sole interesting item is the pres- 
ence of Miriam Battista, a child ac- 
tress of a generation ago. Now 
grown into quite a pretty miss and 
if she can unlearn some of the 
things she was probably taught for 
this picture ought to be a worth- 
while addition to the American 
ranks. Kauf. 


SPORTING CHANCE 


Albert Herman production; Peerless Pro- 
ductions release, Features Buster Collier, 
Claudia Dell, James Hall and Eugene Jack- 


son. Cast includes Mahlon Hamilton, Hed- 
wig Reicher. Story by King Baggot. Di- 
rected by Albert Herman. RCA sound 


recording. Warners, New York, beginning 
Nov. 2%, grind, indef. Running time 63 mins. 





As an average grind entertainer 
this talker will probably: slip by. 
For Broadway, as here in this house, 
and other Broadways across the 
country, its chances are not strong. 
It balances up as lightweight picture 
fare. 

Sole interest, which also takes the 
sting out of hackneyed race-track 
stories, is that it is claimed to be 
the first steeplechase ever made for 
a talker. Even so, this much is not 
enough to hold up some stilted dia- 








log and evident miscasting of Col- 
lier in a part calling for a jockey 
type. Collier's height and weight 
are the barrier here. And the 
steeplechase itself looked no differ- 
ent than when done silently. 


Collier, Miss Dell, James Hall and 
the colored boy, Eugene Jackson, all 
featured, work overtime. Collier is 
likeable but not convincing. Miss 
Dell plays in a repressed manner 
and sings ‘Old Playmate’ twice. It 
reveals that although her voice is 
said to be okay, it does not prove 
itself so here. The song by the way 
is a pop released via radio and 
everywhere. Before the picture gets 
set the song is killed for public con- 
sumption. 

Hall gives okay support to Collier 
in a playboy role as the son of a 
rich horse owner. Eugene Jackson, 
the colored boy who did good work 
in ‘Cimarron,’ fits the story better 
than his white teammates. As a 
roustabout around a racing stable, 
the laa gets a sweep as comedy and 
some melodramatics. Rest of the 
cast not so happy. 

Productionally, the talker does not 
look to have set the producer back 
much. Most of the footage is out- 
doors. Any real cost is in some 
roadhouse or night club scenes. 

The action in the steeplechase, 
similar to those often in the news 
reels, has its moments. Several pip 
spills are taken. This race of a few 
moments sums up the action and 
entertainment of the feature. LZarl. 
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Nuatrine is so 


likely to ruin your chances of engage- 
ments, full pay, and success with 
your audience, as a sore throat. 

So the results of this practical sci- 
entific test on ordinary people—are 
of vital importance to you. Thirty- 
four persons gargled twice aday with 
full-strength Listerine. Thirty-four 
did not gargle. The garglers had only 
half as many colds—a third as long- 
lasting—a quarter as severe—as the 
non-garglers! ' 

This 1s not so surprising, when you 
consider the mass of triple-checked 
laboratory: evidence, which proves 
that Listerine reduces mouth bac- 
teria 98% —kills even the stubborn- 
est germs, 200,000,000 in 15 seconds 
—and cannot possibly harm the most 
delicate human tissue! 

Gargling with Listerine is simple, 
inexpensive, pleasant. And it affords 
wonderful relief to hoarse, tired 
throats. 

Begin today, protecting your 
throat by regular twice-a-day gar- 
gling with full-strength Listerine. 
Lambert Pharmacal Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


LISTERINE 


the SAFE 


antiseptic 


|cinect desk sergeant. 
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Headlining “VACATION DAYS” Idea 
Direction HARRY FENTELL 
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HELD OVER 
MOSS’ BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
Appearing Nightly—Connie's Inn 


A Dangerous Affair 


Columbia production and release. Direct- 
ed by Edward Sedgwick. Story and dialog 
by Howard J. Green. Photography by 
Teddy Tetzlaff. Recording by Gleen Ro- 
minger. Co-features Jack Holt and Ralph 
Graves. At Hippodrome, New York, week 


Nov. 21. Running time, 75 minutes 

Lieut. McHenry....ccccccccsssses Jack Holt 
Wally Cook..cccccose eccesceess Ralph Graves 
Marjory Randolph. .....ees.+--: Sally Blane 
PIOTONCE. 2c scccccccccccccces:s Susan Fleming 
LAUty..ccccce eveccccccccceeBianche Friderici 
Nelson...... Cocccccccceseses Edward Brophy 
City Editor.........+.+++.De Witt Jennings 
Harvey. ..csece eccccccas eeceess Tyler Brooke 
Lionel. ..cccceee eencnsseade William V. Mong 
TOM. .cccccccccccccccceseces Fredric Stanley 
Plumkett.. cocccccccccseeeres:s Sidney Bracy 
TUPPer... ceccccccececoees Charles Middleton 
POGBY.- ec cesccccccccsecesesssess Ester Muir 


This one calls for intensified sales- 
manship by the theatre booking it, 
but what to hang it on is the prob- 
lem. Cop angle seems a bet. Pic- 
ture is more a mystery meller than 
a police item, but contains enough 
of the bluecoat flavor to be apropos 
for handling on that score. 


Jack Holt-and Ralph Graves again 
are friendly enemies, but mostly 
friendly here. Holt’s a police lieu- 
tenant and Graves a district reporter 
at an outlying suburban precinct 
where nothing’s happened in 
months. 

At first it looks like a comedy in a 
novel setting has come along, but 
about the fourth reel the picture 
suddenly turns into a conventional 
mystery melier, entirely burying its 
earlier atmosphere. 

Either as a novelty police story, 
as in the beginning, or as a murder 
baffler, ‘A Dangerous Affair’ is dull 
entertainment. Its value to the fan 
lies in its comedy, which trickles 
through every reel and raises a fair 
amount of laughs, some of pretty 
good proportions. The humor of 
some of the action and dialog holds 
the interest best. 


The suspense at the same time 
helps some, but in leading up to the 
solution of the murder of a lawyer 
after he has read a will to a collec- 
tion of relatives it’s slow going. 
Story has quite a lot of plot and 
in its dialog represents good writing. 
As directed and played, it fails to 
develop with strength. 

Both Holt and Graves have been 
much better than in this co-fe* ture 
effort. They are helped none by 
poor photography, some of which is 
doubtless due to a try..in making 
the sequences in the uninhabited 
mansion as eerie as possible. Half 
the time even Holt and Graves are 
barely discernible. 


Sally Blane is the girl. Romance 
is between her and Graves, no effort 
having been made to bring in a rival 
angle between the two men. On the 
comedy, Edward Brophy helps 
plenty as a stupe, half-scared pre- 
Char. 


GRAFT 


Whirlwind Pictures production. Universal 
release. Dorothy Revier and Regis Toomey 
featured. Cast. includes Borris Karloff. 
William Davidson, George Irving, Harold 
Goodwin, Richard Tucker and Willard Rob- 
inson. Story by Barry Barringer. Direc- 
tion Christy Cabanne. Cameraman, Jerry 
Ash. At Loew's New York, one day, Nov. 
23. Running time, 55 mins. 


Another newspaper story carrying 
Hollywood’s idea of what goes on 
around a city desk. Whole thing so 
dizzy and unreal it is almost fun- 
ny. Regis Toomey as a cub re- 
porter, wants to grow. A growling 
city editor won’t give him any as- 
signments except obits. Toomey 
witnesses the murder of the local 
district attorney and becomes 


same firm and directors’ preceding 
smasher, ‘Rio des Resquillers,’ acted 
by the main principal, Milton, in a 
similarly popular vein. Story first 
shows him as a bootblack who tries 
to concoct a new bootblacking, mak- 
ing a mess of the shoes of a girl 
who comes for a shine and forgets 
her purse on the stand. After Mil- 
ton has been fired and he is holding 
a bus driver’s job, he sights the girl 
in a taxi. Driving his bus ’way out 
of its course, despite the protests of 
the passengers, he follows the girl 
and returns her purse. 

After that he crashes a smart 
dancing club, gets a job as a picture 
extra, used as a decoy to act the 
seducer of a picture star, runs away 
with the wife of a man who threat- 
ens to shoot him, and after winning 
a lot of money in a gambling club, 
returns to bootblacking. 

Milton’s slapstick stuff and end- 
less gags appeal to the masses. 
They are likely to score even bigger 
in the provinces than in Paris. He 
has a few songs, none of any value. 
Provincial taste is the cause of the 
film having been made deliberately 
overlong, but even so, considerable 
cutting had to be done since the 
opening. 

Contrary to ‘Roi des Resquillers,’ 
the tempo of the film is slow, but 
similarly to the latter, publicity has 
been included. The same trick used 
at the end when Milton, after con- 
cluding on an overlong song, is 
blacked out, reappears again to be 
heard saying, ‘Since I succeeded in 
getting applauded in an encore in 
the ‘Roi des Requillers,’ I shall try 
and do the same,’ and sings again. 

Highbrows won't like this one, but 
it is meeting the most urgent of the 
current requirements in French pic- 


tures. Mari. 
Local Boy Makes Good 
First National production and_ release. 
Based on play, ‘The Poor Nut,’ by J. C. 
and Elliott Nugent. Directed by Mervyn 
Le Roy. Stars Joe E. Brown and features 
Dorothy Lee. At the Strand, N. Y., week 


Nov. 26. Running time, 69 mins. 

Sere Tre ere Joe E. Brown 
GUL VERMOONDs os cccscedosceses Dorothy Lee 
ME SOONS TMB s 64.0460 600d beuedeses Ruth Hall 
GED. SUUNE is i566 4506066406445 Edward Woods 
ee BN 4 0606606000 Edward J. Nugent 
Coach: FMCRGOR. vccsccoceced John Harrington 


‘Local Boy’ doesn’t look emphatic 
enough to cut a big b. o. swathe 
but should do nicely. It has laughs 
if no punch. Picture displays a col- 
legiate background and a_ sports 
angle, track. The Brown name will 
help for average or a bit better 
grosses. 

Brown plays the goof collegiate 
who works in a bookshop to sup- 


port himself through school... He 
falls for an unknown blonde in a 
rival school and through circum- 
Stances is forced into becoming a 
track man and a hero against his 
will. Comedian also almost kills his 
team captain with a javelin throw 
and breaks the track record trying 
to get away from that incensed in- 
dividual. Which is how he makes 
the team. 

Romantic angle isn’t as heavy as 
polite. Dorothy Lee and Ruth Hall 
are the femme interest and turn in 
moderate performances. However, 
it’s all Brown and the farce has a 
fair share of speed. Shan. 








Roxy, New York 
AGAIN! 





enmeshed in’ a wild chase for the 
murderer. A little suggestion of love 


designed to promote thrills. 


alone but in the better grades it will 
need support. Earl. 


ROI DU CIRAGE 


(‘King of Bootblacks’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Paris, Nov. 20. 

Natan production and release. Directed 
by Pierre Colombier. Made in the Natan 
Joinville studios, Paris. Scenario by Pierre 
Colombier and Pujol. Recorded RCA. At 
Moulin Rouge, Paris. Running time, 103 
mins. In cast: Milton, 
Florence Walton, Suzanne Delve, 
and Adrien Lamy. 


Kervy 





Only one quality to this film, but 
plenty of it; that is box office, which 
is what French pictures need most 
at the present or any other time 
when main difficulty is grossing 
enough to cover the cost. Apart 
from that, it is too long, rather slow, 
with a scenario lacking either moti- 
vation or conclusion. Photo and 
sound indifferent. 

It is a kind of second brew of the 











interest but the talker on the whole | 


For the smaller grinds it can pass | 


Simone Vaudry, | 


(Week Dec. 4) 


Henri 


Therrien 
TENOR 


Thanks to 
Clark Robinson 
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77 RUE CHALGRIN 


(French Dialog Talker Made in 
England) 


Paris, Nov. 20. 
Famous Players’ Guild production. Made 
in England for United Artists release in 
France, Directed by Albert deCourville 
Scenario by A. Seabourne. From the Wal. 
ter Hackett legit play. Dialog by Reginaig 






Berkeley. Recorded R. C. A. Photophone 
Running time 9% minutes, Capucines, 
Paris, Nov. 17. 
Baron de CleveS...ecsesseees- Jean Murat 
Morland seseesescereces Ceeceers Leon Bary 
Suzanne ..eesess soeeseeess Suzy Plerson 
Lucette -Lucette Desmouline 
Paul ...ses ec ccccccccccecece Victor Vina 
BIMGIGIP ccccerecessecoecoeess Paul Menant 
Philippe ....seeeeeeeeeesee.+Marc Dantzer 
CarringtuN ccccccccscccccsecces Pierre Nay 
DOMOVER cccccocescccecers Robert Cuperley 
CONG SUMMED, bs haa ces dee caxseds Max Lerel 
The Commissioner........ Raymond Destac 
Possibly a legit play in England 


but no scenario for France. 
West End London gambling joints 
don’t obtain here. It’s an all in- 
terior film and saturation point hag 
been reached for this. 

Nobody is credited for the con- 
tinuity, but it is excellent. A fast 
tempo throughout makes the film 
a possible programer. Direction 
fair. Recording impossible to judge 
due to the bad bootleg equipment 
of the Capucines, often resulting in 
such poor reproduction that the 
public boos, though it is obviously 
not the fault of the registration. 
Photo is fair. 

Story is a society blood and thun- 
der thriller. In a would-be Paris 
private house, whose owner ig ab- 
sent on an African tour, a crook 


(Continued on page 35) 
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FLORENCE 
ROGGE 


Mentor of the Roxy 
Versatile Ballet 


4th Year at the World’s Largest 
Theatre, 


The Roxy, New York 




















|| Foremost Film Writers | 
and Dialogicians 











HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landau 











JOSEPH JACKSON 


Now Adapting 
‘HIGH PRESSURE’ 
for WILLIAM POWELL 

at WARNER BROTHERS 





























THE RIGHT WAY IS 
THE RIGHT OF WAY 


RITA BURGESS GOULD 
l THE WOMAN YOU CAN’T FORGET 




















THE ORIGINAL RUSSIAN TAP DANCER 


Regards to SAMMY TIMBERG 


KAR AVAEF F 


NOW—RETURN ENGAGEMENT AT ROXY, NEW YORK—NOW 
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Englewood Unmourned, Closes, 
~ Ending Unhealthy Vaudeville Spot: 
Humiliated Young Stage Amateurs 





Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Whatever happens in the future 
it is thought locally that the clos- 
ing of the Englewood theatre Dec. 
g will end the unwholesome condi- 


tions prevailing in Chicago the past 
year with regard to vaudeville. 

No more of those make-believe 
‘showing nights’ with all the kid- 
ding of actors by agents who were 
also kidding themselves. From 
now on the slothful attitude of 
helpless and hopeless do-nothing- 
ness that has characterized RKO’s 
Chicago vaude wing will have to 
end. Either Chicago will have to 
do something or give the corpse 
decent burial. 

The Englewood’s Tuesday nights 
became the focal point of Chicago’s 
farce. It was so much of a farce 
that the vaudeville boys ended by 
adopting a contemptuous attitude 
toward it themselves. This reached 
its apex some weeks ago, when the 
house started blacking out on show- 
ing acts, This occurred a number 
ef times, with the yvaude brigade in 
the balcony regarding it as a great 
joke when some poor amateur 
frantically standing on the stage in 
the dark tried to tell the orchestra 
leader, the spotlight man and the 
stage crew that the act was only 
half over. 

Pretty 

It didn’t take long for this kind 
ef practical joke to become whis- 
pered about, and it has been in- 
creasingly difficult to secure acts, 
however lacking in experience, to 
do RKO a favor under that sort of 
appreciation. House manager at 
the Englewood appeared to enter 
into the spirit of the thing, as the 
signal system from the balcony to 
backstage was perfect. What the 
unfortunates suffered in personal 
humiliation and what the cause of 
vaudeville suffered will never be 
known, 

Especially unwholesome was this 
type of humor when practiced by 
‘pioneers’ of vaudeville who had 
just put in a hard afternoon play- 
ing rummy. Amount of energy, 
ingenulty or worry expanded by the 
Chicago serge-shiners in the past 
year to help or improve vaudeville 
wouldn’t wind a clock. 

Englewood has been RKO’s Chi- 
eago showing house since the days 
of the American, now a grind pic- 
ture house. It still meant a little 
until last fall, when there was five 
or six weeks’ possible reward for 
acts that clicked. Since then, and 
Particularly through the summer, it 
was a petty racket that was worth 
possibly $400 extra weekly to the 
Englewood gross. It meant noth- 
ing to anyone else. 

Because they realized they were 

caretakers at a cemetery the vaude 
boys grew bored. It was hard to 
sit through those bills of 10 acts. 
That playful trick of blacking out 
on the pitiful little acts so full of 
false hope relieved the monotony. 
But it was also a symptom of the 
Slow decay that was overtaking 
vaudeville in Chicago. 
_ So locally the feeling is one of 
Satisfaction. In the end the Engle- 
wood was an unhealthy institution, 
and when RKO decided to put up 
the shutters it was felt that fresh 
air had been let in on the situation. 
Closing of the Englewood has been 
Persistently denied for obvious 
reasons, 





Spencer Williams’ Trial 





Spencer Williams, colored song- 
Writer and formerly in vaude, has 
been released under bail while 
awaiting trial on a charge of homi- 
cide, 

Williams was arrested following 
the death of young Hal Bakay, m.c. 
at Connie’s Inn in Harlem. Bakay 
had been stabbed several times in 
@ quarrel with Williams, according 
to the story obtained by the police. 





QUITS FOR REAL ESTATE 
Al rt lend, formerly of Friend and 
het vaude, and who has been 
“ indie agent for five years, quit 
‘ iy business last week. 
we tiend has gone real estating in 
Aew Rochelle, 


4 








Magicians Shriek 


Professional magicians, burn- 
ing over the continued expose 
in magazines, pamphlets, etc., 
of the tricks of their trade, 
reached the boiling point over 
the latest ‘tell all’ story, 

‘American Druggist,’ publica- 
tion of the pharmaceutical 
trade, recently published an 
article in which druggists were 
told how, with chemicals in 
their prescription department, 
they could duplicate half a 
dozen of the feats of magic 
seen in the theatre. 

The druggists were advised 
to entertain customers with a 
performance of magic, adver- 
tising it in their store windows 
as a free affair. 











Stooges Win Appeal on 
Coats, Vests and Pants 





Judgment which Mahieu Cos- 
tumers, Inc., was awarded against 
Howard, Fine and Howard, former 
stooges for Ted Healy, for allegedly 
failing to pay $10 per week for the 
use of three pairs of _ striped 
trousers, full dress coats and vests 
was reversed by the Appellate 
Term of the Supreme Court. 

Costumers secured a judgment for 
$145 against the trio last June. 
Julius Kendler appealed the case 
immediately without even letting 
the act know about the appeal. 

Three boys counter-claim was 
that they were engaged to appear in 
a Loew unit and before joining the 
troupe said that Chester Hale 
wanted them to put in some new 
bits which necessitated the use of 
the striped pants, formal coats and 
the vests. Hale took them to Ma- 
hieu, alleged the boys, and said 
that the Loew circuit would pay 
for use of the garments. 

Papers don’t state who own the 
pants, coats and vests now. 


Roxy Vocal Chorus as 
Vaude Act for RKO 


Dropped at the Roxy, New York, 
where it had practically remained 
intact since the house opened, the 
Roxy vocal ensemble of 36 will be 
cut down to 17 for vaudeville. Philip 
Steele, baritone, is to be featured. 

Act will be billed as the Roxy 
Theatre Ensemble. 


Earl Sande’s Act 


Earl Sande will play vaudeville 
to cash in on two years of vocal 
study. Former premier American 
jockey opens Dec. 11 for Loew’s at 
the Century, Baltimore, in a sing- 
ing act with Lane Blair, and a pian- 
ist. RKO has him penciled in for 
following dates. 

Sande made a film short in the 
east for Warners last year. Lee 
Stewart is handling. 














Columbus Chapter 


Columbus, Nov. 30. 

Amusement leaders of the city and 
leading newshounds so affiliated 
have joined hands to form the Va- 
riety club. Organization, with club- 
rooms in the Deshler-Wallick hotel, 
has been in the formative stage for 
several weeks. 

Club is working on the same plan 
as the Pittsburgh effort of similar 
name. M. R. ‘Duke’ Clark, Para- 
mount rep, is the first pres. Dinty 
Moore, of the Palace, and Watty 
Watson, of the Broad, are v.p.'s. 





Flippen Flips Back 


around the night clubs and is going 
vaude again. 

Flippen opens Saturrday 
Loew’s State, New York. 
single with no girl assist. 

GUS SHY IN ACT 


Away from vaudeville for almost 


(5) at 
Doing a 


10 years, Gus Shy is returning in 
a three people act. 

The comic has been in musicals 
and films since last in vaude. 


! 





Healy Took Monkey as 
Collateral for Ring 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Joe Mendi, the vanishing chimp, 
was the center of a legal tangle 
between Ted Healy and Lou Back- 
enstoe, alleged owner of the monk, 
until Judge McKinley threw the 
case out of court, declaring the 
whole thing looked like monkey 
business to him, 

It all started when Healy 
cused Backenstoe of 
diamond 
room 


ac- 
stealing .a 
ring from his dressing 
backstage of ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 
Healy and three of his stooges were 
in turn accused by Backenstoe of 
doing a Houdini with Mendi. In 
court attorney Ben Ehrlich, for 
Healy, admitted the latter had 
shipped the monk to New York, but 
claimed the comedian owned a part 
of him. But Backenstoe is still 
looking for the animal. 


RKO MULLS ALL 
COLORED SHOW 
FOR PALACE 


An all-colored show for the Pal- 
ace, to follow the present Cantor- 
Jessel bill, is under discussion. 
Opening date would be some time 
after the first of the year. 

Supposed angle is to give Palace 
patrons something different  be- 
tween the present lineup and an- 
other expected holdover bill includ- 
ing Lou Holtz and Beatrice Lillie 
which would follow the Negro 
troupe. 

The colored bill would be headed 
by Bill Robinson and his ‘Hot from 
Harlem,’ outfit. Act is now playing 
for RKO and runs 75 minutes. Col- 
ored name acts would be added in 
addition to a well known colored 
orchestra. 


$9,000 NET, ETC., FOR 
COOK’S LOEW ACT 


Joe Cook starts a Loew engage- 
ment in January. He will receive 
$5,500 net and railway fares, to 
head a special unit. 

Cook’s show, ‘Rain or Shine’ 
closes Saturday (5) in” Pennsyl- 
vania, 

















Diaz Sisters Out 


San Francisco, Nov. 30. 

Diaz Sisters, dance duo, walked 
out on the Don Valerio wire act a 
few minutes before show time at 
RKO’s Golden Gate this week. Sis- 
ters argued over dressing rooms 
and demanded Rooms 2 and 3. 

Girls, who did several routines in 
between Valerio’s wire walking, had 
been arguing throughout the entire 
tour of the RKO unit. So when 
they walked they walked for good. 

O'Sullivan Sisters, local team, are 
temporary fill-ins, 


Ralston’s Flash Act 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Eddie Prinz and Eddie Diamond 
are framing an act around Esther 
Ralston. 

It will carry about six of the cast 
of the ‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ coast 
co-op which closed here recently. 
No time set. 








FRASIER, NOT FLASH 


Through an error last week Rose- 
mary Cameron, soprano, was re- 
ported to have wed Serge Flash 
Nov. 20. The date was correct, but 
the groom's name should have been 
Sudworth A. Frasier. 

Flash is the European juggler 
currently at the Palace, New York. 
Mrs. Flash is in the act. 





CLINTON-ROONEY RESUME 


Walter Clinton and Julia Rooney 


'are back in New York from Cali- 
Jay C. Flippen has quit fooling | 


fornia, where they have been oper- 

ating their own dancing school 
They will reorganize the Clinton- 

Rooney band and act for vaude. 


MISS ETTING MUST REST 
Ruth Etting has been ordered to 
take a rest by her doctor. She'll 
probably leave New York next week 
for Bermuda. 
Miss Etting is bocked to open in 
vaudeville for RKO in January. 





Jessel Tells Why 





Cantor and Jessel are draw- 
ing plenty of business around 
the Palace stage door. Since 
the pair opened their run en- 
gagement the 47th street side- 
walk has been marked with 
mobs who seek a free peek at 
the comics. 

Women predominate, and 
Jessel seems the big attrac- 
tion. Cantor talks so much 
about his wife and kids that 
he has no s. a. for stage door 
girls, says Jessel. Two girls 
haven't muffed a Jessel exit in 
three weeks. They stand near 
the stage door, smile at him 
and after he says, ‘Hello’ they 
take it on the run. 

Also among the pavement 
waiters are the quick touch 
boys. 


Gets Jitters from 
Crooner, So She 
Sues for $10,000 


Louisville, Nov. 30. 

Charging that Don Galvin, a per- 
former at the Rialto theatre, ‘in- 
sulted, embarrassed, tantalized and 
harassed’ her by his attentions 
while she was in the audience, Mrs. 
Susan B. Hall, 45, has filed suit here 
for $10,000 against the Fourth Ave- 
nue Amusement Co. 

Don presumably came down off 
the stage and sat by Mrs. Hall to 
croon songs to her. She claims that 
she became nervous and hysterical, 
had to be carried from the theatre 
and treated by a physician. She 
further maintains that she was ill 
six weeks and charges that by being 
placed in the spotlight her good 
name was injured and her “fame 
and credit brought to public ridi- 
cule, scandal, infamy and dis- 
grace.” 


Original B. O. Staff Is 
Back in the Palace 


Another sudden switch in the 
RKO Palace, New York, box office 
last week returned the old ticket 
staff to the jobs from which they 
were removed three weeks pre- 
viously, They are George Baldwin, 
Ken Rockwell and Irving Blank. 

No reason given for the quick 
change, 




















Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Eddie Saunders, Milton Schmidt 
and Billy Newman, three local 
treasurers who went into the New 
York Palace cage during the sec- 
ond week of the Cantor-Jessel bill, 
and lasted less than three weeks, 
are back in the Loop. 

Their short stay at the Palace 
was terminated by a factional dif- 
ference between RKO’s auditing 
and opérating departments, accord- 
ing to a report received here, 


Jack Hanley’s Illness 


Jack Hanley, juggler, has canceled 
all dates, going to the National Mili- 
tary Home in Bath, Me., in hope of 
benefitting his health. 

Hanley served overseas with the 
105th Regiment. 











FLU CANCELS MELSON 


Charley Melson, former picture 
house m. ec. now doing a double act 
with his wife, Irmanette, was 
forced off the bill at the RKO Mad- 
ison, Brooklyn, last week by a bad 
case of flu. 

Irmanette finished out the date 
as a single. Melson will probably 
not play until the act opens on an 
intact in Syracuse next week. 





WARING’S PROTEST 


Fred Waring (Waring’s Pennsy}- 





vanians) has complained to the 
VMA over the use of an alleved 
protected bit by Benny Meroff's 
band at the Palace. 

Business in dispute is a mera 
|} phone drill. Waring wants 


| leted from Meroff's turn, 





|} in New 
it de-| with 


Martin Beck Sues Albee Estate; 
Seeks Examination of Books on 


Money Transfers of 


Realty Co. 


Martin Beck has started action 
against the E. F. Albee estate, the 
B. F. Keith corporations and the 
Palace Theatre and Realty Corp. 
to compel these defendants to ace 
count to the latter company for 
moneys and other assets of the 
Palace T. & R. which he contends 
mag have been improperly trans- 
ferred -to the other corporations, 
Beck is a 25% stockholder in the 
Palace T. & R. and avers that he 
is taking action in behalf of him- 
self and all other’ stockholders. 
The motion asks permission to exe 
amine the personal books of the 
late Keith circuit head. 

Defendants named are Palace 
T. & R, B. F. Keith Vaudeville 
Exchange, Vaudeville Collection 
Agency, B. F. Keith’s New York 
Theatres Co., Edwin G. Lauder, 
John J. Maloney, Laura F. Albee, 
Reed A. Albee, Ethel A. Lauder and 
J. Henry Walters. Attorneys in- 
volved in the suit are Max Steuer 
for Martin Beck, B. B. Kahane for 
the defending corporations, and 
Abeles & Green for the executors of 
the Albee estate. 

Beck asks for an accounting of all 
the Palace T. & R. business from 
1924 to 1929. E. F. Albee died on 
March 11, 1930. 


Beck’s Claims 

Beck claims that the late E. F, 
Albee improperly converted the 
funds of the Palace T. & R. to his 
own use and that he (Albee) had 
payments made to himself of the 
Palace T. & R. money. Beck further 
claims in part that on May 20, 1926, 
Albee drew a check for $1,000 from 
the Palace T. & R. and charged it 
to advertising and other expenses, 
and around the same time drew 
checks from the Palace T. & R. for 
$200 at one time, and $1,000 at an- 
other, all charged to expenses. Beck 
alleges Albee drew these checks for 
his personal use. 





Beck .made his motion last 
Wednesday 25) to examine the 
books of E. F. Albee. Defendants 


claimed that they voluntarily per- 
mitted Beck to examine the cor- 
porate books and that if any pay- 
ments of the Palace T. & R. moneys 
were made improperly the corpo- 
rate books would reveal as much, 
Defendants also averred that there 
is no need of examining the Albee 
books. 

Defendants maintain that the 
Palace T. & R. was organized about 
1912 in which Beck had a stock in- 
terest and in which Albee was a 
majority stockholder, that Beck was 
connected with the corporation from 
that time forward as a stockholder 
and director and was fully aware of 
the manner in which Albee was 
managing the concern. 

Hearing was held in the New 
York Supreme Court, Special Term, 
Part 1, before Judge Wasservogel 
with a decision expected late this 
week. 


Whiteman’s $7,000 


Paul Whiteman’s first $7,000 RKO 
vaude date on an NBC booking will 
be Jan. 8 in St. Louis. Seven more 
weeks follow. 

Along with Whiteman and the 
band will be Mildred Bailey. Salary 
is in addition to transportation 
expenses. 


Battle Over Song 


Chicago, Nov. 309. 

Aarons and Freedley served a 
warning on the Loop End theatre 
today (Monday), that the song ’I’ve 
Got Rhythm’ is restricted to ‘Girl 
Crazy’ at the Garrick and cannot be 
used by Blossom Seeley and Benny 
Fielcs, former members of the cast 
now headlining at the vaude house. 

George Gershwin gave the act 
written permission to the number 
and this fact is being prominentiy 
advertised by the théatre. 








3 Kings 3 Ways 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 

King, King and King split three 
ways following their date at the 
Palace, New York. 

Pete King is here working on a 
new dance idea. Bob King is with 
the Three Jacks, and Matty King is 
York rehearsing a new act 
a cousin, Lou King, and ane 
other dancer. 
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& The Love Story ofa 


A young man-—just out of college |, m 
—he found himself a failure in the || to 
eyes of Big Business—and a Wo-| M 
man. “It makes no difference how | ni 
you get your money — it’s how | 
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“With ALISON | 

















From ‘the sensational ' 
Liberty Magazine novel by — 
Walton Green. ‘Produced 
by Roland West who gave 
you “Alibi”? and “The Bat 
Whispers”’, two outstand- 
ing entertainments. 
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ofa Modern Pirate 


ge | much you get that counts”, they 
he | told him. So he turned Pirate —a 
fo. | Modern Pirate! — merciless, cun- 
ow | ning,a quiet society boy onland— 
ow | acold, cruel brigand on the sea. 
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Talking of Taxing Working Variety 
Acts 1% of Salary to Support NVA 





Working variety actors may have 
to part with 1% of ‘their ‘salaries 
every week from Jan. 1 on, unless a 
better method is found for’ raising 
funds for the NVA charities. This 
appears through the reported failure 
of the managers to devise a better 
substitute for the discarded hat pas- 
sing system. 

The salary deductions would af- 
fect acts playing in theatres opera- 
ted by circuit and independent mem- 
bers of the Variety Managers’ Ass’n. 
The latter embraces all major cir- 
cuits and most of the important in- 
dependents. 

How much could be raised an- 
nually by standard contributions 
from the working members of the 
profession is not known to. have 
been accurately estimated. Belief in 
some quarters is that enough could 
be secured to partly care for the 


+ 
-_ 





Powell Back to WB 


Pittsburgh, ‘Nov. 30. 

Dick Powell, WB's ace m. c, here 
anc a fixture at the Stanley prior to 
musicians’ strike, back with WB 
again after five weeks at the Am- 
bassador in St. Louis. 

Powell joined a WB unit yester- 
day (29) in Charleston, W. Va. 

He will play through the tri-state 
territory on split-week stands. 





ASH’S OPTIONS 


Paul Ash's F. & M. contract, un- 
der which hé returns to his original 
starting point, San Francisco, at 
$1,000 a week, is for three months, 
not a year as previously reported. 

The contract carries options up 
to a year of three months each, with 
Ash to receive notice either way 
every four weeks, 








(Continued on page 55) 
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House-Broken 





Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

They even pull Palace gags 
out here, maybe 20 years later. 

‘Did you hear,’ asks one ex- 
vaudevillian, ‘about Tessie 
having her baby in front of the 
Palace?’ 

‘It won’t help,’ retorts the 
other Vitaphone castaway; 
‘she'll still have to show the ° 
kid at the Franklin.’ 











Moss’ Broadway 


Out of Red—Ist 
Time in 10 Wks. 


After losing steadily since open- 
ing 10: weeks ago, B. S. Moss’ New 
Broadway, New York, emerged from 
the red last week. A loss was 
averted for the first time through 
reduction of operating expenses to 
slightly over $12,006. The gross last 
week was close to $12,500, with the 
colored floor show from Connie’s Inn 
on the stage. 

As the Connie troupe brought its 
own band downtown, the pit orches- 
tra and its cost were eliminated. 
Colored show is holding over cur- 
rently at $3,000 net. 

Up to yesterday (Monday) noth- 
ing had been booked for next week 
(5). The Warner office, booking, 
was after a band act to head a pres- 
entation bill or a unit similar in 
type to the Connie’s Inn show. 








FIND NEW PARTNERS 

Joe Weston and Collette Lyons, 
who split both maritally and pro- 
fessionally a short time ago, have 
both succeeded in finding new part- 
ners, 

Weston is rehearsing a new act 
with three people and Miss Lyons 
has teamed with George Snyder 
(Cole and Snyder). 





SIOUX CITY’S M.C. 
Sioux City, Nov. 30. 
Orpheum theatre now has as per- 
manent attraction for its weekend 
vaude, a stage band and m.c. 
Orville Rennie is the m.c. He 





comes to Sioux City from the Wis- 
consin theatre, Milwaukee, 


! Morris Silvers Does Song: 


For Mike Igoe’s Campaign 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 


Morris Silvers returned to his old 
vacation of tunesmith when writing 
a campaign song for Michael Igoe, 
Democratic possibility for governor. 
Silyers. and Igoe are. personal 
chums, 

On the back cover of the song 
sheet appear pictures of all the 
leading William Morris execs in 
New York as well as Chicago. Title 
is, ‘Come On, Chicago, Let’s Go for 
Igoe.’ 

Last member of the _ theatrical 
world to write a political tune was 
Milton Weil, who campaigned for 
Bill Thompson, with a number An- 
ton Cermak found personally of- 
fensive. Thompson lost. Cermak 
won, 

But the Igoe song is innocuous. 
Guaranteed not to embarrass. 





HALEY IN SHORTS 


Jack Haley is over at the Warner 
Brooklyn studios this week making 
shorts. 

Iliness of Mrs. Haley interfered 
with the MHaleys’ contemplated 
vaude turn. 





Units’ Sth Act 
Due Jan. | on 
$3,200 Budgets 


Starting around Jan. 1, RKO will 
add a fifth act to its intact units 
and increase the average budget to 
about $3,200 per show. The present 
salary budget for the four-actorg 
is $2,750. It is estimated that be- 
tween $400 and $500 will be added 
to take care of the extra turn. 

On approximately the same date 
the new policy of a money name act 
at frequent intervals on the intact 
route will be inaugurated. This will 
allow for the playing of names in 
the western RKO towns that now 
use only unit turns of standarg 
quality under the $2,750 budget 
limit. 

Top salary for acts on the present 
intacts is around $1,250, as anything 
higher “would stunt the remaining 
three acts. 
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THAT 
THAT 
THAT 


THAT 
THAT 
THAT 


opportunities. 


THINGS YOU NEVER KNEW UNTIL NOW. 


(Not Even Walter Winchell) | 


THAT MURRAY BERNIE and SID WALKER, headlining FANCHON and MARCO’S “TOMORROW’S STARS” IDEA, 
have been acclaimed from Coast to Coast by Press and public as a sensational comedy riot. 


THAT MURRAY BERNIE vas the first individual hit as a feature of EARL CARROLL’S EIGHTH EDITION of “VANITIES.” 
THAT SID WALKER went into the RKO Palace, with JAY C. FLIPPEN, on a minute’s notice and was a hilarious hit. 
BERNIE and WALKER combined to do an act that is a comedy revelation. 
BERNIE and WALKER write all their own material and are now authoring several scenes for shows. 


BERNIE and WALKER thanked Mr. EARL CARROLL for his offer to go on tour with “VANITIES.” 
BERNIE and WALKER thank FANCHON & MARCO and Mr. PHIL BLOOM for giving them such wonderful 


To grab BERNIE and WALKER you must see Meyer North or JOE FLAUM, their very able Managers. 


BERNIE and WALKER ARE HEADLINING AT THE FOX, BROOKLYN, WEEK OF DECEMBER 4TH, 1931, 
WITH ACADEMY AND AUDUBON, NEW YORK, TO FOLLOW. 

















Dir. Loew: BERT JONAS 








THE SWEETHEART OF THE BLUES 
Gratefully Acknowledging Thanks to Messrs. LUBIN, SCHENCK and PIERMONT for My NTH Consecutive Delightful Season 


NOW LOEW’S STATE, NEWARK 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS., “REPUBLICAN” 
“Peggy Calvert ‘SUBS’ here for Belle Baker headlining an 8 act bill, 
stepped to the stage footlights and sang in the modern ‘Blues’ manner 


to ‘walk off’ with the show.” 


NEW ORLEANS, “iITEM-TRIBUNE” 


“Peggy Calvert, who looks like Joan Crawford and sings like a com- 
posite Sophie Tucker and Nan Halperin....her resemblance to Joan 
Crawford has caused much comment, 
are also attractive have been few and far between. 


more than welcome,” 


Blue singers that can sing and 


Dir. RKO: JACK WIENER 


Miss Calvert is 

















Direction: 


RUDY KAYE 


JUVENILE TENOR 


Now Playing in FANCHON & MARCO’S Hit Unit, “TOMORROW’S STARS” 


Week of Dec. 4th, Fox, Brooklyn—Dec. 11th, Academy of Music, New York—Dec. 
JENIE JACOBS—HENRY WIESE 


18th, Audubon, New York 
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$34,000 Ath Week 
Halts Palace Idea 
Of Changing Show 


A $34,000 fourth week’s gross 
caused RKO to drop its intention of 
changing the current Cantor-Jessel 
Palace bill after six weeks. Plan 
was to replace the first two acts and 
Janet Reade, having the rest re- 
hearse new bits of material and call 
the revised version a ‘second edi- 
tion.’ ‘ 

Bill now stands as is without any 
ghanges due in acts or material. 
Cantor is optioned by the Palace for 
19 weeks and Jessel’s contract reads 
‘as long as Cantor stays.’ 

Starting Dec. 12, Jessel will re- 
ceive a $500 raise, which boosts his 
Palace salary to $3,750. He asked 
for $1,000 more, but compromised 
with the booking office for five 


yards. 








LaPorte Tries Zemater 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 

LaPorte theatre, in that Indiana 
town, is on the hop again. Last 
week jumped from the Sacco office 
to the Zemater desk. 

Playing four acts of vaude on the 
holidays. 
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There’s a Lull 


House stealing among the 
indie vaude bookers has sud- 
denly stopped. It seems a 
temporary truce in favor of 
watchful waiting. 

Plenty of talk lately among 
several of the bookers to con- 
solidate, but nothing has come 
of the idea. An epidemic of 
chiseling can be expected any 
time. 
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Next Week RKO, Syracuse, N. Y. 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 


Jean CarroH and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Saiiorettes 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 
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Will Try $1,050 


Units for Indie 


Houses for East |‘ 


A scheme of John H. McCarron, 
backed by Louis Grossner, -is the 
booking of’ moderate priced vaude 
units through the smaller towns of 
New York, Ohio, Connecticut, Penn- 
sylvania and other eastern states. 
Hunch is a $1,050.show for the indie 
houses. 

McCarron, formerly — connected 
with the old Keith office, has al- 
ready made an extensive survey in 
over 30 New York state towns. 
Units proposed would include 
around 18 people, counting a 10-girl 
chorus. On the $1,050 full week 
price, one, two or three-day stands 
would be played ona prorata propo- 
sition. 

McCarron claims theatre men in- 
terviewed are mostly interested in 
plenty of people and girls on their 
stages. His intention is to secure 
a production man to stage the units. 

No mention of the number of acts 
to be used which, under the $1,050 
stipend, probably wouldn’t amount 
to more than two. 


All-Stage Policy 


Atlantic City, Nov. 30. 
New Palace theatre, operated by 
Harry Scarborough, opened _ this 
week with an all-stage policy of 
four acts and musical stock on a 





full week, three-a-day basis. Stock 
cast numbers 20 people. 
Frank Belmont is’ booking the 


vaudeville part from New York. 


| Newark 
| Loew’s State. 





Loew Opposish Verdict 
Gives Morris Newark 


Decision of the Loew office re- 
garding the return of the Morris of- 
fice to a Loew franchise, and where- 
by Morris was told not to book any 
theatre which would rate as op- 
position to a Loew house in the 
same city or district, does not affect 
the status of Morris and the New- 
ark theatre, Newark, N. J. 


Latter house, vaudefilm, was 


|} taken over by Publix last summer. 


Lawrence Goldie, of the Morris of- 
fice, has been booking five acts into 
the theatre for past 
months and will continue. The 


is just a few blocks from 


the 


Eddie Sherman left the Morris of- 
last week because he refused 
Oo give up the Hippodrome, Balti- 
more, considered opposish by Loew 
to its Century in the same town. 
Sherman is booking the Hipp from 
another office in New York. 


0.K.’S FIRST 4-ACTER 


Loew Will Try More Units With 
Orpheum As Trial House 
First Loew vaude unit, which 
opened at the Orpheum, New York, 
Nov. 21, has been declared a suc- 
cess by the Loew office. Circuit 
experiment along this line is a four- 

act show. 

Accordingly, more units of the 
type will follow a month apart. The 
Orpheum, due to proximity to the 
home office, will probably become 
the trial house. 

Loew is also bending an ear to 
unit producers. Nat Nazarro’s fea- 
turing Buck and Bubbles, all col- 


fice 





ored troupe, has been placed and 
opens at Loew’s”’ Pitkin, Brooklyn, 
Dec. 5. Company includes Eubie 


Blake’s orchestra, Louis Cook, Moe 
and Moore, May Dixon, Naomi Trice 
and 12 girls. 


F&M for Red House 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

Fox West Coast’s Boulevard the- 
atre, here, constant loser for years, 
adds spot booked F. & M. stage 
shows, Dec. 15. 

There’s a possibility that Rube 
Wolf may come from San Francisco 
to get the policy started. 





New 





three | 


Boris 


head 


Lew 
niched 
ness 


day. 


ago. 





Rosette, 


holding 
periods, 
not be included on any future routes 
issued by the booking office. 

As there is no way of determining 
in advance how long a Palace bill 
can stay, it isn’t possible to issue 
definite future dates. 

Spot booking will 
now on at the Palace, 
engagement booked separately from 
the rest of the circuit. 


York and 
mounts, are to be 
cial attractions. 


and 
Publix unit stager, 


Goldberg, 
himself 
locally. 

400-seater, on 


Chicago, 
vaude 
into 


F&M Ideas May Be Strengthened 
For Par's Bway Deluxer Displays 





Fanchon & Marco Ideas for the 
Brooklyn Para- 
built up with spe- 


Publix 
Partington, 
’ 
l 


are 


Cz 


|\Lew Goldberg’s 400-Seater 
With 2 Features at 15c 
Nov. 30. 


agent, 
picture 
will open 


In with him is Hal Jacobs, man- 
ager of the Indiana theatre. 
have the house on a five-year lease. 

Opens double features at lic. 


SPOT BOOKING ONLY 


RKO Won't Include Palace, N. Y. 


On Routes in Future 


bills 


! 
Due to the new Palace policy of! 
indefinite | 
will 


for 
York house 


prevail 
with 





Pittsburgh, 


Closes to Prepare 
Nov. 30. 
Sheridan Square, RKO picture site 
in East Liberty, closes Saturday (5), 
probably for three weeks. 
were handed employes a fortnight 


House is slated for vaude when 
the musicians’ strike is settled here, 
and it’s believed that it will be made 
ready for a vaudfilm policy. 


musical 


iving Sat 


busi- 


Christmas 


They 


from | 


Notices 


urday (5) for a tour to catch F. & 


M. 
€ 


shows now on the road. 
roing to as yet undetermined 


towns, purpose of their trip will be 


to 


to decide which F. & M. Idea is to 
ce| be selected as the opener at the 
| Paramount on Broadway 
| Specials at Fox 
Tentative opening date for the 
Fanchon and Marco units at the 
Brooklyn and Broadway Para- 
mounts is around Dec. 23, Christmas 
week 
On that date the Fox, Brooklyn, 


will go back to special stage pro- 
ductions which in all likelihood will 


be assembled by F. & M. at the 
Roxy. In the switch the Roxy bal- 
let corps may be shifted intact to 
the Brooklyn house. Ballet now 


comprises 24 girls, but may be cut 


20. 


The F-M units will move over to 
the Stanley, Jersey City, for War- 
ners from the Greater N. Y. 


houses 


Publix 
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Next Week Madison and Chester, N. Y. C. 


Howard, Fine and Howard 


(Direction of BLONDELL & MACK) 
‘HE 
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Hazel Mangean’s Girls 
with ADELITA TATALI 


4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Direction of JOHN HICKEY) 





“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 
with 


JACK WALSH 





DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 
AND OFFICIAL INTERRUPTER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Direction of CHAS. H. ALLEN) 











‘The Crooning Blackbird” 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


(Direction of WEBER-SIMON) 














THAT 


every type .. . 


The intelligent handling 
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Ban Randolph 


Street Burlesk 





Mayor Rules Odium 


Would Injure Street 





Chicago, Nov. 30. 


Plans for the reopening of the 
‘Woods as the first burlesk house on 
Randolph street were temporarily 
halted when Mayor Cermak refused 
to issue a permit, claiming the odor 
of burlesque is below the street's 
dignity. 

Mayor's action is believed to have 
been prompted by complaints from 
Randolph street merchants, who 
took up the cry as soon as the 
Woods deal was set. Edict from the 
city hall is also believed to have 
.80mething to do with the Shubert 
interests, which theatres are try\(ng 
to sell their own kind of burlesdue 
at $3 top. 

N. S. Barger, who took the btr- 
lesk lease on the Woods, is contem- 
plating legal action to compel the 
city to issue the license and is align- 








40 Minutes from Broadway 
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Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 
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New York City 








LESTER 


AND 
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IN A FANCHON & MARCO IDEA 
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ing the iabor unions in town in his 
support. Barger’s contention is that 
the ban ts keeping 110 people out of 
work. This group including ope- 
rators, stage hands, musicians and 
house attaches. 

Opinion is that Barger made the 
initial mistake of ballyhooing the 
burlesque angle when he could have 
got by with musical stock, tab or 
other such appellations, at least un- 
til the house was opened. Word 
burlesque carries such odium it im- 


mediately excited the Randolph 
street merchants. Henrici’s, one of 
Chicago's finest restaurants, was 


among those reported fearful of 
their new neighbor. 


VETERANS TO COAST 

Johnny Weber and Shorty Mc- 
Allister, two of burlesque’s comic 
wheelhorses, after many years of 
stock and wheel burlesking, are 
headed for the coast. 

They join the Follies theatre stock 
in Los Angeles after the first of the 
year. 


JERMON STOCK STARTS 
Philadelphia, Nov. 30. 

The Casino stock, direction of 
John J. Jermon, got under way 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Among the players are some fa- 
miliar wheel names including Billy 
Arlington, Harry (Pep) Pierce, 
George Teeters and Billy Schooler. 


STRIP SHOWS SLUMP 


A real slump in stock burlesque 
returns hit West 42d street last 
week and had the Eltinge starting 
to cut salaries. 

The Eltinge has been returning a 
profit. 














Acts, Afterpiece idea 
Buffalo, Nov. 30. 

Dewey Michaels used a vaude- 
burlesque combo in an effort to 
stimulate biz last week. 

He booked three vaude acts and 
had his comic and straight man 
stage a burlesque revue. 

















NOBLE 


CONTAGIOUS RHYTHM 


As Offared You by 


AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 


SISSLE 





NOBLE SISSLE 


WILL PLAY NIGHTLY 


From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M, and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 
Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations 


and His Orchestra 





DANCE THE 


COME ON, LETS GET TOGETHER, 


BLUES AWAY 











Largest Single Rooms in New York 
$3.50 AND UP—-SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES 


Radio Outlets, Electric Refrigeration, Swimming Pool, 
Salons, and Rocf Patios for Private Functions 


Period 


Raid Scare Clean-Up 
Hurts N. Y. Box Office 


Burlesque shows including both 
stock and regular road shows are 
under the eye of the district attor- 
ney’s office in New York. But for 
a tip off Thanksgiving Day, there 
would have been action. 

On many complaints from Ca- 
tholic Actor’s Guild and other theat- 
rical organizations, also some mer- 
chants near burly spots, the d. a. 
decided to move. 

Representatives of his office were 
planted in certain Times Square 
burly house Thanksgiving afternoon 
ready to act but saw a tame show 
according to reports. An aftermath 
of the voluntary cleaning up by the 
theatre operators running  bur- 
lesque, is a drop off in business. 


BURLESQUE CHANGES 


Dick Ziesler, who took over Jack 
Conway’s Columbia wheel show, 
‘Liberty Belles,” and renamed it 
‘Silk-Stocking Revue,’ has made the 
following changes: Wilma Jozsy re- 
placed Flossie DeVoe, Mary Joyce is 
in place of Gladys Craig, Sammy 
Spears has succeeded Tommy Jones 








and Arthur Lyons is out, with Milt 
Bronson replacing. 

Fritzie White is out of ‘Hi, Ho, 
Everybody’ (Columbia), with Jo- 


hanna Slade in. Marie Oliver, in 
same show, has succeeded Angeles 
Lee, 

In ‘Nite Life in Paris’ (Columbia) 
Phyllis Rita replaced Marion Lee. 

Doris Sennett is out of ‘Giggles’ 
(Columbia) and Billie Horner in; 
Mae Maiben has replaced Marjorie 
Block and Larry Amon has suc- 
ceeded Eddie Innes. 

Changes (through Nat Mortan) 

have Hazel Devine, Leonora D’Albe 
Billy Harris and Marcella Newbury 
joining the Orpheum stock, Pater- 
son, Monday (yesterday); Wayne 
and Kay in Republic show Nov. 30; 
Jack Montagu into Republic cast; 
Erin Jackson into Republic stock. 
Dec. 7; Dottie Vaughn goes into the 
Academy cast, Pittsburgh, Dec. 6. 
Jeri McCauley, strip femme, with 
the Harry Steppe show, ‘Rumba 
Girls,’ has quit the Columbia show 
to go back to stock. Billie Diamond 
has replaced her. 
Peggy Reynolds did what bur- 
lesque producers call a ‘blackout’ 
last week by walking out of the 
Irving Place show. Trudy Dering 
got the hurry up call to take her 
place on the runway. She is under 
contract to open Dec. 26 with the 
Follies stock in Los Angeles. 





Cleveland Star, Maybe 


Julius Leventhal, who has the 
Hudson, Union City, N. J., a Co- 
lumbia wheel stand, went to Cleve- 
land to inspect the old Star there 
as prospective link: 

The Star once played the old Co- 
lumbia shows, operated then by 
Drew & Campbell. Billy Watson's 
Orpheum as a circuit stand still 
pending. 


Columbia Wheel 


Weeks of Nov. 30 and Dec. 7 





Bare Facts—Empire, Newark: 7, lL. O. 

Big Fun Show—Academy, Pittsburgh; 2 
Empress, Cincinnati. 

Big Rev—Howard, Boston; 7, Lyric, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Bohemians—Gayety, Detroit; 7, L. O. 

Facts and Figures—Plaza, Worcester; 7, 
Howard, Boston 

Flapper Follies—Route No. 1; 7, Empire, 
Newark. 

Footliight Flashes—Irving Place, 
York; 7, Route No. 1. 

Frivolities of 1932—Star and Garter, Chi- 
cago; 7, Gayety, Detroit. 

Giggles—Gayety, Buffalo; 7, Plaza, Wor- 
cester. 

Girls from Follies—Star, Brooklyn, 
York; 7, Irving Place, New York. 
on in Blue—L. O.; 7, Hudson, 
vity. 

Hi Ho Everybody—Gayety, 
7, Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Hollywood Honeys—Apollo, 
Central, New York. 

Kuddling Kuties—Hudson, Union City; 
7, Gayety, Brooklyn, New York. 

London Gayety Girls—Central, New York; 
7, Star, Brooklyn, New York. 
Nite Life in Paris—Lyric, 

Apollo, New York. 

Novelties of 1932—Trocadero, 
phia; 7, Gayety, Baltimore. 

Piayin’ Around—Gayety, 
Gayety, Washington. 

7 leasure Seekers—Empress, Cincinnati; 7, 

1 O. 

Rumba Girls--L. O.; 7, Gayety, 

Silk Stocking Rev—Gayety, 
Trocadero, Philadelphia. 

Step Lively Girls—L. O.; 7, Garrick, St. 
Louis, 

Sugar Babies—Garrick, St. 
and Garter, Chicago. 


New 


New 
Union 
Washington; 
New York; 7, 


Bridgeport; 7, 
Philadel- 


Baltimore; 7%, 


Buffalo. 
Brooklyn; 7, 


Louis; 7, Star 





F-M UNITS FOR WB 
STANLEY, JERSEY CITY 


Warner Brothers’ booking office 
has arranged with Fanchon & Marco 
to play the latter’s units at the 
Stanley, Jersey City, starting around 
Christmas. The Warner produced 
units will be discontinued. 

The F. & M. shows will move 
across the Hudson river for WB 
after playing the New York and 
tsrooklyn Paramounts. Publix stages 
go F-M in December. Name acts 
may be added to the units in Jersey 
City. 





Cohn Unit Switching 
To N. Y. for Crosby 


The Russ Columbo stage unit, 
current at the Brooklyn Paramount, 
will move over to the big New York 
Publix house Friday (4) to be 
headed by Bing Crosby. No further 
time for Columbo was booked after 
Brooklyn. 

Jack Partington, to have staged 
last week’s anniversary show for 
the New York spot, was switched 
to put together the Columbo show. 
In bringing it over to Broadway he 


will augment with a couple of 
added acts. 
This will be Partington’s first 


show for New York since returning 
from the Coast a month ago. 


RKO Midnights 


Midnight shows will be played in 
all RKO combination houses New 
Year’s Eve (Dec. $1). 

Where vaude is played one show 
will go on around 7:30 with the ex- 
tra performance at about 11 o'clock. 








Publix Shows in Springfield 
Springfield, Mags., Nov. 30. 

Publix began stage competition 
with the Fox-Poli F. & M. units 
here Saturday (28), when the Para- 
mount began a full six-week act— 
feature film policy. 

The Broadway, for several years 
playing Loew vaude, in opposition 
to Poli, now has a double feature 
policy. 


NEED CHARITY 
IN BURLESQUE 


In one mail I. H. Herk notified ay 
of the Columbia circuit shows of 
the elimination of two girls from 
each roster and of a $5 slash on the 
salaries of the others as well as 
10% cut for principals. 

In another he had a statement to 
the press that ‘extra performances 
for relief of the unemployed in al) 
of the 25 theatres’ on the circuit 
and that the gross would be donated 
to the local authorized agencies in 
each city. 

Several burlesque players think 
‘charity should begin at home’. It 
was their belief that if burlesque 
conditions continue, relief would 
have to be given some of the bur- 
leycuers up against it. 





Fox’s Frisco Day Saved 
San Francisco, Nov. 30. 
Fox has temporarily shoved ahead 
its opening day to Wednesdays, 
Cuts down the F&M ‘dea’ layoffs 
by a day. 








Wm. SCHUMAN 
Playing On the 


CELLOLECTRIC 


Roxy, New York (Dec. 4) 
For Bookings WA-7-7276 





BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Fdw. 8S. Keller ouR-K-O 


3 RHYTHM 
DANCERS 


5TH CONSECUTIVE WEEK 
at RKO Palace, N. Y. 











RKO Dir. Harry A. Romm 
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40—ATTRACTIVE GIRLS—40 


For Extra Chorus—Republic Theatre 
Experience Unnecessary 


Apply HOWARD EVANS, BRYANT HALL 
6th Ave., Near 42nd Street, New York 
Wednesday, December 2nd—10 A. M. 

ALSO 


Best Comics, Soubrettes, Ingenues and Specialty Performers—Write or 
Wie Billy Minsky, Kepublie ‘Theatre, 42nd Street and Broad 


WORK! 


way, New York 
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ROXY 


New York, Nov. 27. 

The Roxy s0es Russian on the 

ce and German on the screen cur- 
rently. Mixture doesn’t make much 
ef a show from either end even if it 
goes draw ‘em in. Latter is unlike- 
ly if ‘Surrender’ (Fox) is to be de- 

nded on, despite that it has War- 
ner Baxter in the cast. It’s Baxter 
far from his best. 

Business Friday night at the sec- 
end de luxe show from 9 oO clock on 
was slow. Considering the inclement 
weather that day, which should have 
driven people indoors, this de luxe 
operation failed to get a normal 
break on its show. 

The Roxy is in a tough way on 
product or ‘Surrender’ would not 
have gotten in. In other times, 
when a product shortage was not 
eramping operation, a picture like 
this one would have been eased 
away from the house for some other 
eastern first run, probably Fox, 
Brooklyn, which has given first run 
to several during the past two years, 

‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) talker re- 
make of the hit silent, preceded 
‘Surrender’ in here. It was penciled 
in for three weeks, but failed to 
stand up on its first, necessitating 
a booking immediately this week 
when this hadn’t been figured on. 

Stage stanza is ‘Old Russia.’ It 
{fs in four parts, including the finale, 
and adheres closely to Muscovite 
technique in every particular save 
ene. That exception is the Picchiani 
Troupe, circus acrobat septet, which 
worked to the accompaniment of 
Russian balalaika music from one of 
the boxes. 

The note struck was a little dis- 
cordant, but in the slickness with 
which the Picchianis work their rou- 
tine that becomes less noticeable. 
Roxy might have changed the regu- 
lation costumes of the Picchianis, 
putting them into something reflect- 
ing the Russ thing. 

Stage show starts off in ‘one,’ with 
the drop representing quaint Rus- 
sian embroidery, against which the 
Markert Roxeyettes are spotted for 
one of those surprise turn-arounds 
as their entrance into a number. 
Nicholas Vasilieff and his Russian 
Cathedral Choir do a number at the 
outset, Roxyettes following. They 
are ever a delight, as currently. 

Scene dissolves into full for the 
ballet, with Patricia Bowman front- 
ing-in a specialty that hardly brings 
out her most colorful ballerina work. 

Part ‘B’ has Tamara and Gypsy 
Markoff, two women, in a singing- 
musical tidbit atop the platform that 
raises in front of the pit, Picchianis 
following the duo. 

Karavaeff, long a specialty dancer 
of surefire merit, trots out a buck 
and wing tap in the Russian manner, 
ballet corps and Roxyettes again re- 
turning for buildup. 

A banquet scene starting as a 
choral flash runs into the finale 
with the whole company assembled. 

The familiar ‘Overture of 1812,’ 
but this time without benefit of 
lighting effects on the stage, Fox- 
Movietone News and a Walt Disney 
eartoon, ‘The Fox Hunt’ (Col) round 
out the bill. Char. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Nov. 27. 
Generally disappointing program 
here currently, with a meritless 
etage show and a picture, ‘Pos- 
sessed’ (Metro) that probably will 


do a nice week’s business without 
sending anyone out raving about its 
quality. Joan Crawford and Clark 
Gable, star and feature, respectively, 
are something for the marquec, as 
Friday night’s good attendance at- 
tested. 

Trixie Friganza is the stage fea- 
ture, and ahead of Trix, who’s spot- 
ted under the finale, is a mass of 
practically nothing; which makes it 
tough on the veteran trouper. The 
Most talented of all perennial flaps 
has a revised routine that features 
much clown undressing. Miss Fri- 
8anza’s bathing beaut number in 
ber previous turn was a comedy 
wallop that carried too much influ- 
ence over into the new act. 

What Trixie does now is strip 
Tight away for a funny impression 
of Gandhi. Her ensuing rumba is 
comical in itself, ditto the Bill Rob- 
inson stair dance with bannisters 
for support. But the first strip, in- 
stead of being the last strip and a 
sock, arrives too eariy and takes the 
edge off what follows. Miss Fri- 
ganza managed to do okay at the 


Capitol, but she ought to do much 
better. 
Kearns Sisters, who kick the 


backs of their own heads in ‘one’; 
n Howard, tenor, and an adagio 
Quartet billed as Charlotte Ayers- 
ene and Co. are the outside sup- 
Port. The Hale staff girls are also 
Present, and, as usual in low talent 
Weeks, they stand out. Nothing 
happens ahead of Miss Friganza, 
and even less than nothing is the 
nonsensical introduction lyric deliv- 
ered for Trixie by the Kearns girls. 
Hale line starts things up with a 
black-and-white toe ballet, and 
Closes the lid with an electrical nov- 
ty On a dark stage. For the lat- 
€r their stove-pipe hats light up in 
vy ‘sion manner, similar in effect 
© the dancing dominoes of War- 
ng’s Pennsylvanians. 
Tenor Howard, handicapped by 





the stager at first in a forced epen- 
ing off to the side, like a song plug- 
ger, succeeds in getting nowhere, 
nevertheless, with his vocal accom- 
paniment for an interpretative bal- 
let idea. In this, while Howard 
sings, three couples take turns at 
dancing to the same ballad in Ger- 
man (waltz), Spanish (tango) and, 
doubtlessly, American (cooch). Lat- 
ter could have been rough very 
easily, but escapes that stamp 
through fast manipulation by a cute 
looking member of the Hale line. 

The adagio foursome snatched a 
big hand with a tossing act that’s 
behind several others in sensation- 
alism. 


Yasha Bunchuk is conducting the | 





pit men through a medley of pops | 


this week, with the customary per- 
cussion finish. There are three 
drummers in Yasha’s crew and the 
maestro keeps them busy. Bige. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Nov. 27. 

Paramount on its fifth anniversary 
turns introspective and forward- 
looking at one and the same time— 
introspective in compiling a news- 
reel that exploits the highlights of 
the world since its birth, and for- 
ward looking in making up its stage 
show with radio names. Maybe the 
idea is to celebrate its radio alli- 
ance, 

Anyhow, the radio names are the 
show, Kate Smith being brought in 
this week to the support of Bing 
Crosby, whose fifth week finds his 
novelty waning, even if the charm 
of his crooning is unimpaired. As- 
tuteness of the Smith booking is 
self-evident in her reception. Crosby 
did nicely, but his returns paled be- 
side the other. The baritone doesn’t 
live who can rival Miss Smith’s ‘St. 
Louis. Blues,’ in fair and open com- 
petition. 

The Crosby routine undergoes 
weekly changes and revisions, wise 
handling for a run feature. This 
week he does his torch song and 
another, then going into a crossfire 
session with a trim flap foiling for 
the dumbbell line. But it’s the tear- 
stained ballad that turns the trick 
for this radio ace. 

Mills Bros. quartet of colored har- 
mony singers, also of air fame, are 
added starters, giving the hot-cha 
note to the radio line-up, but mild 
compared to the other two ether 
names. Act is done without any at- 
tempt at staging, the four gathering 
about a mike and turning on the 
chords for three numbers. 

Unit is ‘Paramount on Parade,’ 
which is just a topical title for an- 
other unit, meaning 16 David Bines 
girls, a personable line of opu- 
lent young figures, working before a 
lot of scenery, with the supporting 
specialists filled in to order. 

Casa and Lehn appear to be iden- 
tified with the production, working 
their novelty adagio as a separate 
number and a solid click. 

This pair are notable. Probably 
in the whole field of specialty there 
isn’t a thing that is so often the 
topic of low comedy burlesque as 
adagio dancing. Four out of five 
portly comedians break into it at 
one time or another of a 15-minute 
turn, as do nearly all comedy acro- 
bats. This one is funny, because 
the pair could and do make a 
straight adagio routine interesting, 
and that straight touch is what 
backgrounds their comic falls, 

This show needed a comedy touch, 
too, for the opening production 
numbers were heavy enough for a 
bill that was overboard on straight 
warbling. Made up of a group of 
Wagner standards under Rubinoff’s 
pit leadership, leading up to a fine 
male choir rendition of the ‘Pilgrims 
Chorus,’ with appropriate settings 
and costuming, and built up by a 


neat ballet interlude to fix the 
etherial mood. 
Crawfords’ contribution fits into 


the anniversary picture by way of 
its billing as ‘Five Years Down Mel- 
ody Lane,’ in token of their long 
service at this ace house. Titled 
slides with lyrics to fit a variety of 
tunes, is a duolog between the Mas- 
ter and Missus, and gives the inti- 
mate touch that warms the regulars, 
to whom the console pair are an in- 
stitution. Console arrangement is 
new this week, with screen an- 
nouncement that it is Jesse’s design. 
It has the consoles both on the stage, 
with husband wife facing each other, 
profile to the audience. Rush. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Nov. 27. 

Show built for an eight-day run 
to take advantage of the Thanks- 
giving Day holiday business and 
also to introduce Brooke Johns as 
the new m.c. Johns is in for four 
weeks with more if he gets over. 
From the opening show it looks like 
he will stay. He will need plenty 
of material of the kind he uses this 
week, but must have that item 
taken care of. 

For his first 
added advantage of 
talent. Joe Penner, 
livan, taymond Baird and 
Johnnie Franberg help him along 
Now that Publix is buying its m. 
c’s for size they picked a big one 
in Johns. This boy is plenty big 
and is being sold locally as 51x Foot 
Four. Twenty-four sheets are be- 
ing used and the biggest bally sé en 
here since the old B. & K. days. 


has 
stage 
Sul- 


week he 
ample 
Freda 


|} a nice hand. If anything, 


| Johns and 





the | 


little | 


Joe Penner, a local boy, and with 
his own type of act goes over for 
a distinct hit. He uses his “Wanna 
buy a duck” line only to introduce 
himself. 

Show opens with entire orchestra 
of 25 on the stage and the line do- 
ing a routine in ‘one’ with drop 
painted as a large banjo, the head 
part used as the screen for a talk- 
ing trailer with Johns talking and 
the girls asking him questions. 
After a few lines, Johns says stand 
back, girls, here I come and out 
through the banjo head breaking 
the paper and with house lights up. 
Gets him on and with a reception. 
Johns sings a chorus of ‘Roll on 
Mississippi’ and into a hot chorus 
With his banjo and then for a sock 


finish with stage band which is 
plenty that way. 
The Six Danwills on and into 


their standard act, which is over to 
these boys 
go into too much allez-oop shouting. 
They don’t need that kind of stuff 


sational business. 

Raymond Baird on for about 10 
minutes with the saxophone, includ- 
ing playing clarinet and sax at the 
same time. Appearing to be about 
17, as announced, this boy is clean 
cut and makes a nice impression. 

Freda Sullivan works with Johns 
again singing ‘I Need Loving’ to the 
big boy. xirl chosen, no doubt, 
for her diminutiveness, does a fast 
tap, and then a little hoke with 
dance bit to accentuate 
contrast in size. 

The line working with Johns and 
throwing him around in a bit to 
stress bulk of the m.c. The audi- 
ence goes for this stuff and plenty 
of gasps when the line of girls 
bunch together to catch Johns in a 
jump that isn’t faked. 

Joe Penner being a local boy has 
that not needed angle to help him. 
This boy has a manner that has 
taken him to the top. He is so good 
that he does the ‘Three Trees’ and 
also the number guessing business 
and gets over. The big movement 
of this boy’s act is when he is given 
a violin and he does a hot chorus 
straight, 

Following this, Little Johnnie 
Franberg comes out of the audience 
and does a song. Kid dressed in 
sailor suit and very youthful and 
appealing has a nice pair of pipes 
and goes over nicely. 

Show setting is a fast set with 
mirrors and with colors used nicely. 
With talent this week representing 
the usual sum, the expense of Johns 
is extra with the management fig- 
uring added dough called for to pep 
up interest. The effect is okay. 

Lee. 


STANLEY, J. C. 


Jersey City, Nov. 28. 
They’ve dispensed with the m. c. 
altogether this week, but they need 


another Ed Lowry. The show seems 
flat without any sort of substitute. 
There is no stinting on the produc- 
tion, however, which is being done 
by Charles Niggemeyer while Mrs. 
Niggemeyer directs the ballet rou- 
tine. James Cagney, in person, is 
headlining. 

Opening set is a hotel lobby with 
drapes. This scene shows imagina- 
tion. A flight of stairs center car- 
ries six girls as bellhops, who dance 
on the stairs. While brief, their 
routine has more novelty than the 
usual stair dance. Radcliffe and 
Bob, colored team, enter with a 
piano but when told they are to 
carry it to James Cagney’s room 
on the 36th floor, they take it out 
again. Then the other six girls, 
dressed in full red dresses with 
ruffled skirts, dance with special- 
ties. 

Block and Sully, without an in- 
troduction, start their routine, fin- 
ishing in ‘one. They have many 
good gags and they please. 

Full set next reveals a back- 
ground of many hues, each in a 
vertical stripe, while in front are 
suspended loops made of stuff re- 
sembling oiled silk. Each loop 
shimmers with different colors. On 
each side are stairs, with more col- 
ored drapes in the wings. A trum- 
peter plays ‘Beautiful Lady,’ later 
joined by a voice from the ampli- 
fiers. In center is a lady gorgeously 
gowned, with a high head-dress and 
flanked by two pages.. Then down 
the stairs come a large number of 
girls, each wearing an exquisite 
ereation, all different. As they 
leave, the Rubrio Sisters, who with 
apparent é@ase perform amazing 
balancing feats and spins. Balanced 
head-to-head, one carries the other 
about the stage. Again it is done 
with one poised on one hand on the 
other’s head. Several very difficult 
bits of lifting are also done and the 
whole wins deservedly. 

Brought in on a flowered trel- 
lised arch, Sherman and Martino, 
sweet-voiced girls, sing without 
arising and then back come Rad- 
cliffe and Bob with their piano for 
some comedy and songs. The girls 
with bare legs, blue short dresses 
and tall hats, do a tricky number 
involving going down on one hand. 

James Cagney is then introduced 
to a good reception. Kidding with 
tlock and Sully, he talks and gags. 
lle says his fan mail has doubled 
and holds up two letters. He starts 
to tell about the engagement of 
Joan Blondell and other WB stars, 
each time pretending to forget the 


name of the man with an explana-jany pretentiousness. 














TRANSLUX 


A very ordinary program this 
week, one that is brimfull with lib- 
rary stuff and plugs. 

Newsreels that play up the talk- 





ing reporter, and practically all do 
now. should go into conference or 
exchange manuscripts before dub- 
bing starts. Instance for the need 
of this is that the lad at the Luxer 
has the liquor taken off a tanker 


| figured to be worth a million while | 


the hard-voiced boy down at the 

Embassy cuts that gross in half. 
Obvious plugs include one for 

| Gigli, another for the Culver Mili- 





| 
| 


tary school, and the second in a row 


for Western Union, Newcomb Carle- | 


‘ . } ton 
to convince that they are doing sen- | ;. 


being the subject this week. 
Frank Buck has:+made a picture 
about travels in Malay and his wife 
doesn’t hesitate to make the Luxer 
clip a trailer for the feature. 

Mussolini, the Hollywood young- 
ster orchestra again, ducks, sheep, 
Parliament, snow ploughs, and col- 
lege girl archery—are more familiars 
doing their routine. 

Neither of the newsreels give 
Macy’s credit for the balloon show 
up Broadway Thanksgiving, which 
every fan at both houses knows is 
strictly an annual department store 
exploitation seoop. Instead Fox 
plays up the Fox signs on the stem 
and Pathe emphasizes the Luxer 
sign. 

Seasonly, it seems, 
turn mountain climbers. 
search Japan’s well known abut- 
ment in the current release. It 
gives the talking reporter a chance 
to dwell upon the rooster. Just a 
flat unexciting subject. 

An ideal secretary down in Wash- 
ington gives other stenoes some 
general advice. Don’t neck until the 
right boy comes along, yet don’t re- 
fuse a date with your boss under 
certain conditions, ‘tis said. 

Pathe did better work with its 
standard speed cameras than those 
geared for slow motion in covering 
the California-Notre Dame game. 
First views were unusually clear 
and many of the important plays 
could be followed by film fans not 
particularly interested in pigskin. 
Slow speed views were indistinct. 

Demonstration of the new 100,000 
horse power electric flash repre- 


cameramen 
Patheites 


sented little more than flashes of 
light. At the same time the ter- 


rific power described was sufficient 
to accelerate any with imagination. 

There’s almost as much in the 
talking reporter’s knowledge of the 
game as there is in the average 
football camera coverage. Graham 
McNamee again proves his superi- 
ority. In an easy way he follows 
the maneuvers. recorded and helps 
clarify a lot that Universal camera- 
men did not take into consideration 
at the Harvard-Yale contest. 

An Auteuil steeplechase photo- 
graphed by Par is an exciting p‘>ce 
of work. More tumbles than in ¢ny 
such department of sport screencd 
in months. 

Universal went duck-minded, get- 
ting the same subject on both coasts 
into the same program. Willie Van- 
derbilt driving his coach in a New- 
port snow as a Red Cross campaign 
suggestion, Japanese harvest god 
worship, Stanford bonfire and an 
Alexandria. (Egypt) food kitchen 
(which has been seen before) among 
other U offerings. Waly. 





Actualites Le Journal 


(Paris Newsreel House) 
Paris, Nov. 20. 
Business of this newsreel theatre 
is steadily increasing. Reginald 
Ford, promoter, is prospecting the 
provinces for opening similar 


Fox, which previously 
supply anything for this 
screen, is now represented. It has 
arranged to supply the complete 
program of the next theatre of the 
newsreel circuit to be opened in 
Paris. 

This week’s news shots are, as 
usual, from Paramount, Natan, and 
Eclair Journal. Selection is of com- 
paratively little interest. Consider- 
able political speeches and propa- 
ganda and very little spot news. 
Mari. 


stands. 
didn't 


EMBASSY 


Fox-Hearst is snapping up its 
Embassy program. There are a 
number of subjects currently which 
prove this since they are the kind 
that require more initiative than 
simply driving to a press stand and 
going through the motions. 

Squawks among reel people quite 
often when a competitor gets a real 
scoop is: ‘We could have gotten it 
if we wanted to pay the dough.’ 

F-H has a couple right now 
about which no such implication 
has as yet been made. The Kaiser 
is one and a nine-year-old violinist 
playing first bow in a Carnegie Hall 


symphony is the other. Both are 
different from the general run of 
coverage and each is worth the 
price of Embassy admission. 

Why they couldn’t get sound 
equipment into the Kaiser’s estate 


is explained by a title that the ex- 
ruler wanted to have his first reel 
pictures since retiring to Holland 
taken silently. It’s also possible 
that a freelance lad got on the 
right side of the fence and couldn’t 
have used sound even if the sub- 
ject had requested it. 

However, the Kaiser is covered 
completely. From throwing pieces 
of wood to feeding ducks and rid- 
ing in his car, the private current 
life of the German is captured from 
every angle. Instead of being 
feeble and broken, as certain writ- 
ten interviews would have it be+4 
lieved, the Kaiser is as robust and 
Kaiser-like as those who can re- 
member back to 1914. 

Sing Sing gone footbali evidently 


got the Fox contact men think- 
ing. A crew in Norfolk pictured 
two Negro elevens in action. The 


plays were only a part of the pic- 
ture. Real action and laughs were 
in the grandstand with a girl doing 
the cheer leading. 

Embassy also caught Grandi back 
in New York talking to Al Smith 
on the Empire roof. Regular at- 
tendees waited for the ‘er’ and the 
Italian seemed to be conscious of 
the fact. At first he refrained but 
when rhetoric conquered he ‘erred’ 
as much as a week ago and the 
laughs were as copious. 

Gags are becoming more and 
more prevalent. A Turpinesque fig- 
ure is worked into the walking con- 
test between City Hall and Coney 
Island. 

Bridge specialists must have their 
say so Fox this week permitted 
Professor Foster to say that women 
are better players than men. 

Embassy Saturday projected first 
speech Mayor Walker has made 
since arriving on the west coast to 
defend Mooney. 

Amateur slugsters in the Garden 
and Lindy getting underway in an- 
other amphibian were among the 
general coverage. The twe theatres 
also recorded English royalty on 
its way to Parliament. 

Girls on Australian and Miami 
beaches; Australian rodeo; Chicago 
dog heroes; interview with the best 
radio announcer; New York fire 
students; Yale-Harvard game — 
were others. Waly. 





tion, ‘Oh, you know his name.” He 
finishes with a dance to a fine hand. 
Gabriel Hines and his orchestra 
play a medley from Italian operas. 
Milton Charles at the console sings 
one number through the amplifiers. 
Pathe News is cut to three clips. 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN) is the feature. 
House not nearly filled. Austin. 


ROXIE, L. A. 


(New) 
Los Angeles, Nov. 25. 
Operated by Gus Metzger and 
Harry Srere, this new house, located 
on Broadway between 5th and 6th 


streets, is in the same block with 
the Arcade and the Cameo and di- 
rectly opposite the Paramount. 
Metzger and Srere operate the Ar- 
cade, also the Fairfax, twin bill 
house on the edge of Beverly Hills 
which has been cleaning up for the 
operators, much to the despair of 
Fox-West Coast, who operate half 
a dozen houses within a radius of 
two miles. 
toxie is a 
heart of the 
district. Admission is two bits for 
mats and 35 cents in the evening. 
Policy is second run pictures and a 
stage band. House has Warner 
Brothers, First National, Universal, 
United Artists, Columbia and Tif- 
fany product. 
Theatre is simple in design, minus 
its a spot 








the 


shopping 


1,500-seater in 
cheap retail 





— 


where the bargain snopper can drop 
in without being hustled around by 
a West Point cadet. 

Capacity is split even between the 
orchestra and the balcony. Latter 
is peculiar in construction, as the 
fall is the same as the main floor, 
the length eliminating steep incline, 
Balcony starts at the middle of the 
house and runs back over the lobby, 
Seats are unusually spacious, com- 
fortable without padding, and giv- 
ing plenty of leg room. 

Opening bill had ‘For the Honor 
of the Family’ (FN), the feature; a 
Laurel and Hardy comedy, and Uni- 
versal News clips. Eda Edson and 
her International Entertainers, 14- 
piece band, were the stage attrac-" 
tion. 

Miss Edson, formerly a vaude act 
and later playing picture houses in 
the east, is making her first appear- 
ance here. Her band, as a unit, 
makes some of the local outfits look 
a little sick. Musically and as en- 
tertainment it is oke. LKverybody 
doubles, giving the band three hoof- 
ers, two vocal trios, one hot, the 
other sweet, and a violin ensemble 
of eight. 

Both the brass and reed sections 
are subdued when necessary. Brass 
gets plenty hot in ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 
Violin ensemble made a good job of 
‘When Day Is Done,’ and, to show 
class, the band handled ‘March Slav’ 


(Continued on page 35) 
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PRIMO CARNERA and Co. (5) 
Sketch 
13 Mins.; Full 
Lyric, New York 

The ancient argument over wheth- 
er a freak attraction should be ex- 
pected to entertain or merely at- 


tract, can be revived for this one. 
The situation is perfect for both 
sides; Primo’s act is awful, but he 


appeared to be drawing at his open- 


ing matinee Saturday (28). The 
night before he knocked Vittorio 
Campolo stiff at the Garden. He's 


at the Lyric this week on a direct 
booking by Marvin Welt with the 
Brandts for $4,000 straight. 


Leon See wrote the act. Leon is 
Primo’s fight manager. Fight man- 
agers are gents who tell bleeding 
pugilists to ‘Go in there, kid; he 
can’t hurtcha.’ As a vaudeville 
author, See did practically that. 


It’s about an artist who wants to 
paint a Roman gladiator and all he 
needs is the right glad to pose. His 
wife is there all the time, so noth- 
ing's wrong. A couple of bantam- 
weights, for contrast, are the first 
applicants for the job, and then 
Primo barges in, He's dressed like 
agum,. The artist says the equiva- 
lent to scram, but the missus sug- 
gests that Primo disrobe. 


Prime disrobes, offstage. He re- 
turns in blue tights and a raw top 
half, looking like a battleship that’s 
just beén scrubbed. He gives out a 
little muscle display while the dia- 
log has the artist’s wife go on the 
make in a silly manner. The artist 
gets sore and offers the colored but- 
ler $100 to pick a scrap and knock 
Primo for a row of palettes. 


Primo, of course, slaps the butler 
down—hooray! That's all there is. 

As for the Roman gladiator stuff, 
it wouldn't even convince Primo's 
mother. As an abnormally huge 
hunk o’ animated beef, he’s inter- 
esting to look at. But those feet 
reclude any gladiator chances. 


Large part of the Lyric audience 
was Italian. Primo, who is an added 
house booking on top of the regular 
vaudeville bill, apparently satisfied 
them. The admish at the 42d street 
house is 25c, which describes the 
audience. Much better than aver- 
age business early Saturday was 
Primo’s. 

For stage technicians there is an 
item in Carnera’s act that may be 
of interest. The colored butler is on 
the stage at the opening, and dur- 
ing three or four minutes of dialog 
between the artist and his. wife the 
butler never stops dusting the sofa. 
This. unconscious comedy passes 
without a laugh. Bige. 





HAL JEROME 
Talk and Music 
12 Mins.; One 
Coliseum 


Hal Jerome depends more on his 
line of gab than anything, and it’s 
the rambling, aimless type of talk 
that not once displays any originali- 
ty. He gags awhile and he ad libs 
on almost anything, whether it be 
the depression, four shows a day 
and the old line about he’s just on 
while his partner makes a change, 
etc. Part of it is amusing, and the 
uptown audience here seemed to find 
his glib talk entertaining. 


Jerome also plays a violin, and 
much of his time with the instru- 
ment is used for comedy byplay. 
With him is a blonde woman, Gloria 
Joy, who proves more of a foil for 
his banter than anything else, al- 
though she presides at the piano 
for a bit of accompaniment to the 
violin playing. ; 

Jerome perhaps may be heading 
for an m. c. appellation which falls 
on his shoulders when he steps into 
the ‘Challenge Revue’ later and does 
some lackadaisical announcing of 
the specialties. The revue has been 
covered under New Acts without 
Jerome's affiliation. 

If RKO makes an m. ec. out of 
Jerome on an intact, he should give 
thanks that he still has that violin. 

Mark. 





——. 


FRANK and EUGENIE 
Novelty Trapeze 
9 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

This act has every earmark of 
being a recent foreign importation. 
The tang of the Wintergarten, Ber- 
tin, where acrobats are headliners, 


is all about it. It is a pip novelty 
today. In the yesterdays of vaude 
several 
men who did what Frank does on 
most refreshing 
to the modern vaude onlookers and 
consequently the act was a good- 


and circuses there were 


the trapeze. It is 


sized hit. 


Frank does all the work. Eugenie 
hends various props and works in 
one trick. Frank stands balanced 
by his head to the bar, shoulders 
to bar and tips of shoes to the bar. 
Standing on his head, he holds Eu- 
genie by the arms and the finish 
is a swinging trapeze with Frank 
balancing on the small of his back 


and head. 

Real neat smoothly performed 
act. Kari. 
\ 


JEANNE VERNON and Co. (1) 
Novelty 

11 Mins.; One 

Grand Opera House 


One of those acts literally rely- 
ing solely upon the artistic efforts 
of the man to get over. Man is an 


artist who changes the drawing of 
a woman, from the waist up, to 
show how she would look with 


various hats and coats. 
on an easel. 

Why the femme takes all the 
billing is a mystery. Man does all 
the work. Girl just on and off in 
the attempt to lend s. a. to the act. 
Chats with the man in a comedy 
attempt that dies. 


Man is a capable artist. Idea is 
quite a novelty, placing various 
types of hats and coats on the photo 
of the woman, But it only arouses 
mild interest from the femmes. 
Doesn’t mean anything to the males. 


Drawing is 


WARREN HARRIMAN REVUE (4) 
Dances, Songs 

11 Mins.; Four 

Grand Opera House 

This flash should. get over in the 
neighborhoods because of the four 
girls, all blondes: They do songs and 
dances. Good looking, fair singers 
and fast steppers. Boys will go for 
them. 

Harriman is a _ straight 
working alone. His first dance 
number is a fast eccentric. Second 
a series of quite difficult hock steps 
that gets over big. 

Act is divided between Harriman 
and the: girls. Only time they are 
on the stage together is for a little 
crossfire that .gets nowhere. 

Act shaped up here as though it 
were showing. The talent is there, 
but act needs re-routining and a 
little script interest. Then if set, 
some production trimming. 


hoofer, 


Bobby JARVIS and Edna CONVER 
Comedy 

10 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 


Bobby Jarvis comes from a long 
line of full stage girl acts and mu- 
sical shows. Edna Conver is sport- 
ing a reddish blonde wig. The first 
part of their act is well constructed 
and contains okay laugh material. 
Some of the talk later on can stand 
help. The subway number sung by 
Bobby is a pip for around New 
York, 

Miss Convers works dandy with 
Jarvis. He could look plenty far to 
find another girl to aid as well. The 
couple work easy and deliver lines 
in sure-fire manner necessary for 
vaude. Act can stand more work 
for polishing off. Earl, 


CHARLES PRELLE 
Ventriloquist 

5 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 


Prelle is billed as having a talk- 
ing dog. The trick is quite obvious 
and for this reason the act does not 
rise to what might be expected. 

To have a dog cued so that he 
opens his mouth as though talking, 
while the master tosses the voice, is 
something. Fault here lies in sales- 
manship and unconvincing manner 
of Prelle himself. Moxie, a big white 
poodle, has a rather sorrowful look 
on its face. 

The dog supposedly answers to 
his age, says ‘oui,’ gives totals on 
additions and other things. Gagging 
it up with the dog shooting back 
smart answers is the tip-off. Zari. 





AVALONS (6) 

Wire Walking 

7 Mins.; Two (Special) and Full 
Hippodrome 


Fast wire walking act, good for 
either opening or. closing’ spot. 
Opens with three men and three 
girls, dressed as Russians, going 
through a series of human pyramid 
stunts. From there act moves to 
‘full’ for the wire stunting. 

Two wires are strung across the 
stage. Act works mainly on one, al- 
though at times a boy and girl per- 
form simultaneously on both wires. 

Besides stunting on the wires 
there are also a few dance routines, 
mainly hock steps. 


FOUR FLUSHERS 





Abrobats 
10 Mins.; One 
Academy 
Four men dressed as gobs who 
mix up roughhouse comedy, awk- 


ward falls and general hoke wiih 
ground acrobatics their standout. 

Register solidly for this kind of 
stage stuff. 

Two of the boys in particular have 
some corking tricks and they all 
flash some nifty tumbling at the 
finish. 

Good, fast turn of its kind. 

Mark. 














STATE 


No apparent effort here to rush 
in ‘name’ to offset the Cantor-Jes- 
sel thing at the Palace unless it be 
Raquel Torres, headlining at the 
State this week. Miss Torres has 
been in pictures, but whether her 
screen rep assures her attention 
along Broadway is a matter of con- 


jecture. On Saturday the house was 
not filled for the first show, with 
the 35c scale up to 1 p. m. not prov- 
ing such a magnet. 

the picture ‘The Guardsman’ 
ro) on third run here after the As- 
tor and Capitol. 

Opening the vaude is Flo Mayo’s 
aerial work. Miss Mayo has a trap- 
eze act that’s as up to date as pos- 
sible. For a finish she is giving 
'them tap dancing upside down, with 
the frame lifted from the floor and 
held in midair as Miss Mayo 
dances. A novelty. 

Fields, Smith and Fields in sail- 
ors’ suits hoke it more than any- 
thing else and seem to ease up on 
the rough acrobatics. The boys 
clown along lines of other similarly 
attired turns and smack each other 
hard with open palms. 

Miss Torres. kasn’t much of an 
act, but she tries to give the cus- 
tomers something for their money 
by going in for a South Sea island 
dance. The little lady and her 
straight man, Walter Kane, go in 
for quite an exchange of talk that 
doesn't ge f very far, but kills time. 
The ‘personal appearance’ premise 
permits plenty of alibis. 

Al Wohlman stopped long enough 
between. Miss Torres and the clos- 
ing act to reel off a series of songs 
in which he did some imitations 
that were accepted in the comedy 
way Al did them. He seemed to put: 
it in a ‘don't take me seriously’ as- 
pect and that helped immeasurably. 
Al sings well enough to hold his 
spot and his voice lands to advan- 
tage in the big State. 

Closing is Count Bernivici and 
his femme band. The act has im- 
proved in several ways and obtains 
some excellent aid from an unpro- 





grammed acrobatic dancer. Mark. 
86TH ST. 
A unique experiment is under- 


taken up here first half with Bill 
Robinson taking over the whole 
stage in his 66-minute revue, ‘Hot 
from Harlem.’ It’s all-colored and 
otherwise bears that Harlemesque 
touch, but is a little short on 
warmth. The show will need some 
attention from Robifison in getting 
it strengthened and pepped up to 
the desired point. 
Doubtless. Robinson, 2a vaude 
name of long standing, will do 
some drawing between himself and 
the promise that lies in ‘Hot from 
Harlem’ as a title. Up here the 
house has ‘Are These Our Chil- 
dren?’ on the screen. Stage and 
screen show is expected to com- 
bine for betier than average busi- 
ness. 
Business at the Saturday matinee 
considerably better than it has been 
recently, house getting about a two- 
thirds play. Nasty weather prob- 
ably hurt football games more than 
it did theatres, but against both is 
the beginning of the Xmas shop- 
ping season. 
While not so serious four weeks 
ahead of Christmas, from now on 
the shopping period will be mak- 
ing its inroads on box offices. 
Edward Lenihan, new district 
manager up here over the midtown 
RKO group, has a trying time 
ahead of him on his first month. 
Some of the name acts that are 
coming, including several immedi- 
ately after the holidays, will help, 
even if picture product doesn't. 
The Robinson revue is a 75-min- 
ute show, but in this date for Sat- 
urday and Sunday was asked to cut 
for weekend turnover. It proved 
long enough at 66, with plenty of 
slow moments still in. The show 
also is in need of more of that Har- 
lem torridity if it’s going to seem 
like the real goods. 
Reported figure for the revue is 
$5,000 on the week. The 86th Street 
is it’s first date in town for RKO, 
with considerable time to follow 
carrying it into 1932. That salary 
hasn't permitted Robinson, figuring 
his own bit, to go out for the strong- 
est talent available since his com- 
pany numbers 25 peoples 

The six specialty people are John 
Mason, Edna Taylor, Neeka Shaw, 
Heli Smith, Ferdie Lewis and Put- 
ney Danbridge, none of whom have 
the strength individually to any- 
where near tie up the show, though 
in most all of their routines and bits 
they dispense reasonably pleasing 
entertainment. Rest of the com- 
pany takes in a male chorus of six 
and a line of 12 girls. Both groups 
do nicely on work and appearances, 
but at no time wield a big sock. 

Robinson himself stands out as 
the bright spot in ae series of 
dances, saved for near the last and 
grouped together rather than being 
spread out throughout the revue. 

Working in two before a special 
drop, Robinson's stair dance is pre- 
ceded by the familiar trombone bit 
with the cane, two tap specialties 
(both excellent) and a few gags. 
Stair portion, admirably worked up 
for the finest effect and drawing the 








(Met- | 


biggest hand, is followed by a brief 
ice-skating bit that’s tops on clev- 
erness. 

A sister team quickly brings on 
the company for a snappy finale, 


but at the Sat. mat. it failed to 
elicit the expected response. The 
unit has a nice opening, male 


chorus ushering on the girls and 
others, specialties following. It’s 
some time before Robinson puts in 
an appearance to lead the girls ina 
song and dance number. While oke, 


it’s apparent Robinson is saving 
that fancy stepping of his. until 
later, 

Meanwhile there isn’t much sign 


of living up to the title, if the hot 
angle is to be taken as meaning the 
traditional sizzling of song and 
dance work that gives Harlem its 
rep. 

Every once in a while the heat 
that's wanted seems threatening, 
but never arrives. Robinson's 
added troubles are in not having 
a hotsy-hot blues warbler and a 
peppier line of 12 than he has, the 
trick would be turned in the right 
direction. 


Comedy values are not up to de- 
sire’ either. Best laughs are 
grouped in the scene, ‘Meeting of 
the Holy Rollers,’ at which the dea- 
con, John Mason, has a tough time 
getting anywhere with his inter- 
rupting congregation. Burlesqued 
up plenty, with numerous bluish 
gags inserted, the comedy high 
spots of the revue occur in this se- 
quence. Considerable humor is 
drawn ‘from the stew biz also 
worked into the scene. While this 
is going on, Jeli Smith is trying 
‘St. James Infirmary.’ 

Later Mason, as the deacon, does 
that bit in front of the Harlem 
saloon he has previously offered in 
vaude. It’s the next best comedy 
stanza, but much of the talk as 
Mason is taking falls from a too 
heavy load of snake-bite is pretty 
dull. 


Edna Taylor, 
specialties, 


several 
number 


who does 
including a 
alone in one that didn’t take so 
strong, is a Helen Morgan type. 
On appearance she scores 100%. 


Somebody has spent some do-re- 
mi on his revue. It is laid in sev- 
eral scenes, has an Al scenic back- 
ground and carries a good score, 
handled up here ably by the Alfred 
Ricci pit band, 

Pathe News and ‘Jungle Jam’ 
cartoon (Radio) fill out. Char. 


‘HIPPODROME 


Usual Hipp layout, but minus a 
draw stage name. Haven't had a 
real name attraction at this house 
in some time. Lillian Shade, song- 
stress, and Oscar Lorraine, comic 
violinist, shared the feature honors 
as well as the majority of the re- 
sponse. Lorraine,. though, took too 
much time with a 10-minute en- 
core, 

Feature is ‘Ruling Voice’ (FN), 
in first run off Broadway, where it 
played the Winter Garden. Good 
house here for the matinee Satur- 
day. 

Jimmy Burchill and his Blondes 
of 1931 is a tepid flash act. The 
incidental bits of songs and talk 
were delivered in a monotone and 
practically inaudible here. Four 
blondes change off, each soloing 
with varied dances. Acrobatic and 
contortion numbers stand out. 

Comedy legerdemain of Emerson 
and Baldwin aroused a few chuck- 
les. Chatter is overdone and most 
of the gags ancient. One of the 
pair pulls the Fred Keating bird- 
cage disappearing bit. Says he will 
explain it and calls for a member 
of the audience to come on the 
stage. One does and holds the cage, 
which the actor makes to disappear 
again, but without an explanation. 
A comedy seance, with one of the 
duo supposedly mesmerized and his 
body floating in the air, closes. 

What Bob LaSalle needs, like 
many others, is a new Tine of pat- 
ter. What he is using is so bewhis- 
kered it doesn’t stand a chance. His 
comedy songs manage to get over. 
A girl assists with crossfire and 
songs. 

Cedora’s stunt act is a _ fast 
thriller. The girl speeds around the 
inside of a huge metal latticed 
globe on a bicycle and motorcycle. 
First is performed with another 
girl, announced as her sister. She 
rides the motorcycle alone, During 
this bit the man annoucer stands 
in the center of the globe and Ce- 





dora rides around him. A fast act 
six minutes. 
Another act doing but six min- 


utes here, Chamberlain and Himes, 
followed. Act looks as though a few 
more bits are needed for bolster- 
ing. 

Lillian Shade looks ripe for big- 
ger and better things. The girl has 
a swell blues voice and a personable 
style. Her ‘Minnie the Moocher’ ar- 
rangement is overdrawn but as 
long as that number is sung with 
appropriate heat anything can be 
done with it. 

Judging by his performance here 
all Oscar Lorraine needs is applause 
and he's willing to stay on all day. 
He was the best received act on 
the bill, but it didn’t warrant a 10- 


minute encore. Lorraine is vet- 
eran enough to know better. 
Avalons (New Acts) in wire 





walking, closed, Fast act. 


——— 


LOOP-END, CHICAGO 
Chicago, Noy. 28. 

Possibly the last of the big head. 
liners for the Loop-End is now to 
be seen. That's Blossom Seeley ang 
Benny Fields. In going to eight 
acts next week individual turns 
commanding $2,250 will probably 
not be numerous. Up to now the 
Loop-End has had these head. 
liners: Mae Murray, Raquel Torres 
Arthur Jarrett, Tom Brown Saxo. 
tept and Johnny Burke. 

Right now it’s anybody's Zuess 
whether vaudeville at the Loop- 
Find will be the solvent Jones, Lin- 
ick & Schaefer has been looking 
for. Because of the high-salaried 
bills during the first month 
will be some carmine peeping 
through on the statements. Later 
cheaper and hokier bills may strike 
the right formula. 

Meanwhile, Saturday's second 
performance was getting under Way 
short of capacity on the main floor, 
Strong preponderance of stags ap- 
parent. Lots of men by themselves 
and some of them sitting through 
the show without taking off their 
overcoats. ; 

Curtain raiser was Billy Stenard, 
who plays without distinction upon 
the xylophone. He left the audi- 
ence unmoved. Armand and Perez, 
who haven't been seen around in 
some years, dispelled the somnol- 
ence of the early birds. They still 
use a triple somersault from teeter- 





there 


board to shoulder chair as. their 
climax. And still a strong get- 
away. 


+ Gifford and Pearl present a prob- 
lem in analysis. In some ways and 


at certain moments they suggest 
genuine possibilities as a mixed 
comedy team. ‘To be sure it's de- 


pressing-.on early or supper shows 
for talking acts that wait for 
laughs that fail to arrive. So it's 
not unlikely they give a much bet- 
ter impression when the hour and 
the audience are more propitious. 

Nevertheless, the urgency for re- 
form is incontestable. They can 
only slide backward and not ad-« 
vance upward while retaining their 
present odds and ends of material, 
Fortunately, the act includes a cer- 
tain amount of action. They do 
move around on the stage and 
create a volume of noise that may 
pass for vitality. Gags that ge 
floppo would make any actor seem 
self-conscious, yet this observed 
tendency goes deeper in their case. 
It amounts to over-acting. They 
haven't solved the always delicate 
problem of what to do with them- 
selves between gags. 

Fourth act is billed Louie’s Chi+e 
nese Revue. Antecedents are un- 
reported, but it seems actually to 
be what it’s represented, a Chinese 
family. And good vaudeville for 
anywhere the Gerry Society doesn't 
interfere. Children range in ages 
from a possible seven to a prob-= 
able sixteen and there’s two-year 
old ‘that the mother brings on for 
a bow dressed prettily in Chinese 
satin. 

Stone and Lee are a man and 
woman comedy team, both doing 
comedy and well blended. They 
come within breathing distance of 
that elusive quality still defined as 
big timey. A few surviving symp- 
toms of the lower strata and a few 
too well known gags still remain, 
Yet the total is diverting and their 
style of working easy and agree- 
able. Girl is a looker, besides in 
skirts or tights and sensibly clothes 
her gams in black silk hosc. tiv- 
ing her personality upstairs and 
downstairs. 

Closing was Hot Mamma Seeley 
and Hot Papa Fields, with ‘I've Got 
Rhythm’ for an encore mentioned 
in the ads conspicuously as by per- 
mission of George Gershwin. Seeley 
and Fields are recently from ‘Girl 
Crazy,’ still running at the Garrick 
and this week losing another of its 
cast, Benny Rubin. 

Those slick pianists are back 
with Seeley and Fields, having been 
in the pit with ‘Girl Crazy.’ It was 
the sort of turn that is charac- 
teristically theirs. Miss Seeley dis- 
played a couple of nifty gowns. Act 
had about as much trouble in get- 
ting over as it generally does, 
Which isn’t a lot. Land. 


6 Indie Houses Decide 
For Vaudeville Trials 


Independently operated houses de- 
ciding on vaude during the past 
week include the Palace, Long 
Branch, N. J., to reopen in two 
weeks; five acts on a split week, 
Mr. Kaplan operating. 


Four other houses starting the 


end of this week will play vaude 
two or three days, each using five 
acts. These are the City Line, 
Brooklyn, three days; New City. 
Brooklyn, three days; Granada, 
Pearl River, N. Y., two days, and 


Vernon, Long Island City, Sundays 
only. 

Starting Saturday (5) the Wash- 
ington, 149th and Amsterdam, will 
try a vaude show of 10 acts for 
Saturday midnight show. House 38 
operated by George Marrow, &.™. of 
Harris Bros.’ circuit and a partner 
in the operation of the Washington. 
Jack Linder office is booking these 





spots. 
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LYRIC 


tipping over Campolo at the 
Friday night, Primo Car- 
ew Acts) opened nee Sat- 

the added attraction at 
bi pg Bored Primo was a direct 
$4, king by the Brandts, separate 
poe the rest of the Dow-booked 


After 
Garden 
nera (N 


ge He was drawing Saturday 
peternoon, with the Lyric at that 


time enjoying what looked like its 
pest audience so far. 

Carnera closes the show, follow- 
ing six regular acts. Eight acts has 
been the Lyric’s policy up to now, 
although this week’s stage combina- 
tion runs the customary two hours, 
of which the freak headliner con- 
sumes only 13 minutes. ’ 

The current Economy Special asa 
yaudeville bill and entertainment is 
‘yst about equal to the Lyric’s 25¢ 
admission scale. That might be the 
ieynat the loosely-playing layout 
—and that’s taking in all first show 
considerations—lacks chiefly is com- 
edy. There isn’t a laugh until next- 
to-closing, when Burt and Lehman 
appéar. This experienced two-man 
chatter and parody team was pre- 
sented with a stag audience that 
seemed in dire need of a laugh. 
Either the customers were sleeping 
or Burt and Lehman brodied on 
general principles. The only other 
reason could be inability of the cus- 
tomers to understand English. So 
slight was the response to the bill's 
only comedy. - ; 

Herbert, Geraldine and Victoria, 
opening, looked like a new act here, 
although it’s over a year old. it 
shows the same basic possibilities 
that were apparent last year, but 
the people in it have failed to pro- 
gress and draw any value out of 
potentialities. They're two nicely- 
formed girls and a man, latter a 
strong-jaw artist whose stunts 
mainly involve supporting the girls. 
Latter start the act off in ‘one’ with 
harmony and a dance. They’re not 
very adept at the s. and d’ing, and 
although the sudden switch to acro- 
batics probably is intended as a 
surprise, and although it surprises a 
little bit, it isn’t worth a starting 
handicap. The girls’ dancing might 
look better in the body of the act 
for relief. 

A fourth member, unbilled, is an 
elderly man who helps with the 
props. After the turn proper one 
of the girls returns to ‘one’ and in 
an announcement that’s too often 
inaudible, she describes the unbilled 
member as her father. He walks on 
for a strong-jaw twirl with one of 
the girls. 

An act like this could be worked 
into a fairly valuable piece of 
vaudeville property. It has a nov- 
elty foundation in its work and in 
the girls. As long as the present 
routine has failed to bear fruit ina 
whole year, it’s not easily under- 
stood why a change in routine 
hasn’t been attempted. 

William Seabury’s new act of five 
specialty people and himself is deuc- 
ing, which suggests break-in, while 
the act seeins to have limped over 
from the rehearsal hall. Consider- 
ing that, a New Acts review with 
details might be unfair. 

Gus Mulcay, third, drew first 
blood with his harmonica and danc- 
ing. Mulcay is a picture house 
product. In the past there were a 
couple of years in the sticks for a 
single of his type to develop. Now- 
adays it’s much tougher. But Mul- 
cay seems to be getting somewhere 
gradually and when he finds the 
proper method for his stuff, he’ll 
be heard from. Only he shouldn't 
fay ‘imitation’ when what he means 
is ‘impression,’ because John Mc- 
Cormack never played a harmonica. 

Francis Renault had some side 
fun ad libbing in Italian for the 
large Carnera following, otherwise 
going through the paces. Francis’ 
special drop was absent, but he 
dolled up the black house cyc with 
his Parisian creations. 

Anthony Trini’s eight-piece or- 
chestra, in back of Trini’s, meg 
crooning, is 24 minutes long in the 
fifth spot with some help from a 
Piano and vocal team introduced as 
Ray and Ted from the radio. Trini 
does an unadulterated Vallee take- 
off, from singing style to the soulful 
Sweeping gaze at the audience be- 
= every solo. He uses the meg 
or talking as well as warbling, 
never emitting a syllable without it. 
ene stouter member of the radio 
pe set himself with the Lyric 

— early with a gag imitation of 
ast n Kane and nothing else in the 

Succeeded in equaling his score. 
watt and Lehman start with a 
ed and stick exclusively to that 
oie or all the way. They, too, must 
th S those two years of small time, 

ough for another reason. The 
one of the team delivered the in- 
mavuctory address for Carnera. 

t $4,000 Carnera alone is getting 


almost three weeks’ stage budget at 


the Lyric, Bige. 





JEFFERSON 


Bhow foltz, headlining the five-act 
riot or this house, was as big a 
at — the 14th street mob as 
jamm ~d Palace. The lobby was 
Semne With holdouts. 
overhen of Holtz’ material is a bit 
the ane for down here, especially 
me ee bit. He does it with the 

© Stooge he had with him at the 


Lou } 


tome ee Not as much smartness to 
Cially a the stuff downtown, espe- 

Rut fe Can't take it’ line. 
YY Shaw, fast tap and acro 





dancer, is with Holtz and does okay 
ina couple of numbers and some 
talk with Holtz. Holtz introduced 
another girl named Gertrude Glea- 
son with a pair of peachy pipes 
and an imitation of Lyda Roberti 
that is near perfect, Holtz does a 
long bit with Miss Gleason. The 
pianist-composer is still in. For his 
finish Lou revived his ‘O Sol O Mio’ 
song with the punk guitar. He was 
on 45 minutes and the mob yelled 
for more. A Palace headliner mak- 
ing good on 14th street, which is an 
accomplishment, 

Amanda Randolph, the slouchy 
walking colored girl singer with a 
style all her own, was the second 
honors winner. Miss Randolph with 


her unbilled colored boy pianist, 
tore through four pops and was 
forced to return. The pianist is 


strong support and whips a mean 
piano, If Miss Randolph is carefully 
groomed she will get there. 

Bill Talent and Flo Merit had a 
tough assignment next-to-closing, 
following the Randolph act. This 
was evident in Miss Merit’s song. 
Usually a big sock in this act up 
near the beginning, it went light 
here due to comparisons. The act 
is most entertaining, combining 
smart talk with some neat juggling 
for novelty. 

Charles Prelle and his talking dog 
(New Acts) dropped into the deuce. 
Got very little in laughs or applause 
at finish. The idea is okay and with 
developing of different treatment 
can become a novelty. 

Bernice Stone anc her Ambassa- 
dor Dancers, all girls, sell the usual 
formula in big girl acts. While neat 
and pretty and all that sort of 
thing, the act has nothing outstand- 
ing to raise it out of the average 
class, 

‘Are These Our Children?’ (Ra- 
dio) on the screen. Earl. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 


Opening performance skidded into 
mud holes occasionally, running 
more ragged than it really is, due to 
a flock of uncertain cues, garbled 
lights and slow handling. It should 
pep up spontaneously once they get 
the machinery properly oiled. 

Running order had three singles 
heading the procession — James 
Evans, Ashley Paige and Daphne 
Pollard. Miss Pollard, who takes 
the heayy.type in the billing, was in 
the center of the five-acter, doing a 
succession of comedy bits for her 
return to vaude. Act throughout is 
deflated by its lack of surprise or 
suspense. Its comedy attempts 
missed from the walk-on, since the 
entire plan was entirely too obvious 
for the laughs. 

In her 15 minutes there’s the ex- 
pected burlesque costuming and the 
reiterated plaint of Miss Pollard that 
she has it and them and those, but 
not a beauty prize has she snared 
nor a man captured. Words and 
music too predictable to make an 
impression. Turn’s only salvation 
is the film lady’s innate showman- 
ship in mugging and business, .On 
the contortions and falls she gets 
the ripples, but not a snicker for the 
cotton stockings, comedy hat and 
wail. 

James Evans started the festival, 
getting away cleanly on his risley 
work. Easy and deft foot juggling 
by Evans, who holds the stage him- 
self for his foot-tossing a globe for 
the opening bit. Then heaves a 
lightweight bed as a novelty. Is 
using a pair of dummies under the 
Feovers for laughs. He gets them 
but at the expense of his risley art, 
since the audience’s attention is 
badly diverted from the crux of the 
bit. Final closing juggling with col- 
ored four-spoked wheel makes a 
nifty flash for the curtain, 

Ashley Paige holds the deuce in 
company with a xylophone and two 
types of saxophone. He did nicely. 
Lew Pollack had a company of seven 
to interpret his best-selling tunes. 
This turn suffered most from the 
lights at the initial whirl, but held 
together in spite of it. With so much 
material to work with, Pollack 
should be able to fashion a more 
imposing routine than he has at 
present. He has a pair of lookers, a 
good enough warbler and a couple 
of clever dancers. Act has the mak- 
ings with its performers and songs. 

Shaw and Lee grabbed the first 
solid results of the afternoon. Same 
turn, remembered by this audience, 
but that didn’t hinder them from 
enjoying the frozen-faced clowning. 

‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) 
feature. House filling rapidly to- 
wards close of initia] interlude. 


Paramount, Newark 

Newark, Nov. 28. 

The bill this week has the merit 
of novelty. Clemons, Billings and 
Co., with a man, two girls and sev- 
eral dogs, keep things moving. A 
poodle dances on his hind legs, 
catches a ring on his tail and spins 
it. One catches plates thrown at| 
him and gets balls sprung to him 
by another dog. For comedy two 
little dogs are changed into Frank- 
forts, while another is made to dis- 
appear, with the trick later €x- 
posed. The girls do various dances 
Three Upstarts offer rough and 





tumble work, some of it difficult, 
but most merely pretense at big 





feats for comedy. As they enter | 


two are carrying the body of the 
other. They finish with some good 
tumbles. Notable class comedy is 
the striking of two over the head 
with a baseball bat by the other, 
and cutting out the tongue of one 
of the victims. 

Charnoff’s Snappy Steppers offer 
a lively routine before a_ special 
drop. They use many costumes, 
company numbering six girls and 
aman. He does several numbers, 
including one eccentric dance. A 
girl does a toe dance, four girls tap 
on roller skates and one does spins 
and splits and stands on her head. 

Drohan and Dupree, large comic 
with a girl, get many laughs with 
nonsense. He crosses his eyes, tells 
a story with many grimaces and 
rouses guffaws by disclosing a zig- 
zag part in his hair. They win. 

Honorable Mr. Wu and his Chi- 
nese Collegians use three special 
drops and a set to get over a me- 
lange of stuff that is mostly Amer- 
ican, where something oriental might 
have more appeal. Two girls who 
don’t look Chinese sing and a man 
dances. Another man sings ‘Mother 
Machree’ and a mixed team waltz 
prettily to applause. The m. c. imi- 
tates Joe Frisco, then with two oth- 
ers does the execution scene from 
‘Roar, China’ and gets plenty. They 
end with hot stuff to a reception. 

A Par News and ‘Rich Man’s 
Folly’ (Par) conclude. House not 
filled. Austin. 


ROXIE, L. A. 


(Continued from page 33) 


neatly with a modern arrangement. 
Conducting, Miss Edson handles the 
baton convincingly and solos on vio- 
lin and piano to good results. Be- 
tween the band numbers Miss Edson 
sang two numbers that were just 
so-so. They could be eliminated 
without detracting from the presen- 
tation. 

In for two weeks, the band and 
conductress will probably be held 
over. 

Business on the opening day was 
capacity with billboard and news- 
paper space—something this type of 
house doesn’t go in for unless on 
rare occasions. Call. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Nov. 28. 

‘Hot Java’, road show unit in- 
ferior to home town bit, ‘Rivers of 
Melody’ arranged by Jack Arthur, 
but combination strong and with 
‘Once ‘a Sinner’ (Par) on screen, 
worked out to. consistently good 
business all week. 

Jack Arthur and Horace Lapp 
share the baton in the ‘Rivers’ bit, 
which was well timed and made 
smart use of solos. Closed on ‘Volga 
Boatman’ number’ with Irving 
Levine rumbling out the lyrics and 
a half dozen whisker types hauling 
the barge. Lighting effects excel- 
lent. 

Exclusively British news shots; 
all timely. 

‘Java’ unit opens with dozen red- 
heads as coffee waitresses before 
brilliant purple and black drop. 
Routine tray swinging steps with 
some warbling tossed in. Voices so 
much blah. Red wigs fit sloppily. 
Noree, the long-legged  hoofer, 
jerked the number together for fair 
exit. 

Three unnamed tap dancers were 
smart in slow tempo military steps 
and were twice hauled back for 
more. Made the girls look worse. 

Javanese street scene with plenty 
pagodas and other atmosphere gave 
whole cast chance for specialties. 
‘Jim’, pint size Jap, clicked in imi- 
taticn Harold Lloyd and drew a few 
whoops from the Scotchmen in a 
cooch dance. If the Jap had been 
a femme the censors would have 
tossed that number to the wolves. 

The Sunkist Beauties, routine line 
hoofers in smart costume, filled in. 
Strictly old stuff. Armanda Chirot,. 
high soprano, dropped in a pair of 
semi-classics and the house yapped 
for more. Present reviewer had 
just come from hearing Galli Curci 
sing the flute song done by this 
newcomer, and Armanda easily takes 
the sawdust flavored soda biscuit. 
The prima donna drew polite rasp- 
berries from the soup and fish $3 
crowd at Massey Hall. 

Vincent Yerro, in a line of chat- 
ter, was lukewarm until he dragged 
on the Three Samuels Brothers. 
Thess harmonizers in a fast moving 
specialty snared whatever honors 
were lying around loose. Highlight 
was imitations of radio afid stage 
personalities and a run_ through 
more popular southern airs. Tom 
McFarlane clicked in Irish tunes. 

Closed on well staged and well 
lighted temple scene with the Jap 
singing something about a broken 
God while the hoofers do a slow 
motion shift. No cause for com- 
plaint either inside or at the b.o. 

Sinclair. 





Alabama, Birmingham 


Birmingham, Nov. 25. 

This is an RKO unit arranged for 
old Interstate Circuit. It is under- 
stood these acts for the five or six 
southern cities are being booked 
separate at a cost of around two 
grand. After their Interstate time 
is up they are eligible for more 
bookings if they don’t have a con- 


| tract. 


The bill at the Alabama this time 





is much better than some they've 
had since this booking arrangement 
started. Show opens with an organ 
solo by Edwin Lyles Taylor, recent 
acquisition, A fault with this num- 
ber is slides can hardly be read in 
the back. This happens every week 
and something should be done about 
it. Adolphe Kornspan is another 
new arrival to the Bama acting as 
orchestra director. 

Stage show opened with Togo 
and Cherry Blossom, juggling. 
Cherry Blossom who is good looking 
does a short dance while Togo is 
preparing for his ‘slide for life’, 
backbone of the act. 

Betty and Jerry Browne on with 


chatter and song clicked. Birming 
ham has seen sO many tap dancers 
lately that any sort of chatter or 
comic act will click. Betty is on 


the receiving end ‘of the gags and 
she is cute. 

George Beatty, the 
Pest’, single, on third, talks and 
sings. He sings two trick songs 
and talks the rest of the time. 

Up to this time each of the three 
acts had used house drops. The 
fourth and closing act is the only 
one to have own scenery. Set shows 
a ship at sea, lighting effects of 
moving clouds. Jack Randall and 
company is the billing for group 
which includes ‘the adagio dancers 
from Hollywood’. Storm. effects 
made it interesting. Then lights and 
it was revealed a pirate ship with 
the pirate idea throughout. Fast 
and entertaining. 

Picture, ‘Flying High’ 
Paramount News, a comedy 
gobs of trailer announcements. 

Business holding up fair. 

Bobbie. 


‘Associated 


(Metro) 
and 





77 RUE CHALGRIN 


(Continued from page 26) 


runs an unauthorized mixed gam- 
bling hell. Swell young lady is 
driven there by a taxi driver, who, 
under his waterproof, very convinc- 
ingly turns out to be dressed in 
correct evening clothes, none other 
than the owner of the house. His 
reaction when finding what use has 
been made of his place is to partici- 
pate in the festivities in order to be 
able to help the girl, whose aim in 
entering the house was to get out 
of trouble hez young brother, who 
is one of the habitues. 

The brother kills one of the 
crooks. Of course, the leading man 
discovers the crook has not really 
been killed that time, though he is 
killed later for keeps by the gang 
leader. Thanks to a police raid and 
the timely arrival of a well soaked 
nephew of some government official 
personally known to the police in- 
spector, everything is put to rights, 
girl’s brother is exonerated, and the 
leading man is seen kissing the girl 
in the car in which they drive away. 

Acting is much better than the 
story. Jean Murat does a very good 
lead. Leon Bary is a satisfactory 
gang leader. Suzy Pierson gives a 
good performance as the leading 
lady. Balance of the cast okay sup- 

ort. 

+ Should go best in the sticks if 
suitably exploited as exposing big 
city evils. Mazi. 


LIEBESKOMMANDO 


(‘Love Order’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Music) 
Berlin, Nov. 21. 


Superfilm production and release. Directed 
by Geza von Bolvary; manuscript, Fritz 
Gruenbaum and Roda Roda; photography, 
Wily Goldberger: sound, Fitz Seeger. Cast: 
Livie Pavanelli, Dolly Haas, Gustav Froeh- 
lich, Tibor von Halmay, Anton Pointner, 
¥vette Rodin, Mary Losseff, Walter Edt- 
hofer, Marcel Wittrisch, Harry Hardt, Fritz 
Odemar, Gerhard Ritterband, Paul Morgan, 
Wilhelm Bendow, Leopold v. Ledebur, Paul 
Wagener, Fritz Greiner, Ernst Proeckl, Her- 
mann Pittschau, Waldemar Potier, Viktor 
Varter, Three Admirals. Dances arranged 
by Tibor von Halmay. Recorded on Tobis- 
Klangfilm. Running time, 94 mins. At 
Atrium, Berlin. 





Julius Haimann and the Hun- 
garian Geza von Bolvary, creators 
of ‘Two Hearts in Waltz Time’ and 
‘The Song Is Over,’ here present a 
picture which may be called the best 
of its kind to date. It’s an operetta 
with a sentimental story. It should 
be one of the greatest financial suc- 
cesses of the season. 

Apart from the director, Geza von 
Bolvary, the main credit is due to 
the authors, Fritz Gruenbaum and 
Roda Roda. They have used an in- 
cident from the documents of the 
‘Theresianum,’ the Military Academy 
at Wien-Neustadt, and have woven 
around it much charm and wit. 
Story is of the family Scanagatti 
which has always furnished officers 
to the Austrian army educated in 
the Theresianum Military Academy. 
Francesco, the youngest of the fam- 
ily, refuses to follow tradition, as 
he wishes to become a composer. 
In order not to grieve the father the 
sister, Antonia, decides to change 
places and lives as a cadet among 
the young men until it is discovered 
that she is a girl. She falls in love 
with her superior and he with her, 
etc. 

Dolly Haas reaps as the feminine 
cadet, while Robert Stolz has writ- 
ten catching and vivid music. His 
military march especially should be 
a hit. Photography is excellent, 
also the sound. Andrej Andrejew’s 
and Robert Dietrich’s architecture 
is worth mention for its beauty. 

Magiius. 


SIROCO 


(ARABIAN TALKER) 
(Made in Arabia) 
(With French Titles) 


Gallla production; Cinema Francais dis- 
tribution on this side. Featuring Pierre 
Geay and Atouna, Cast including Omar 
Ben Saadi. Scenario and direction, Jaques 
Severac; photography, G. Berliett; mue 
sical score, Henri Bullerian. At Presi- 
dent, New York, on grind, week Nov. 25. 


Running time, 75 mins, 
Properly exploited, some money 





can probably be made out of this 
| film because of the novelty value of 
a talker made entirely in Arabian 
}and by natives. As shown at the 
President it was pretty well muffed. 

Picture was originally made as a 
silent. Sound was dubbed in later 
;}and none too well, with most of the 
| dialog not fitting in with the action. 
With the film are regular silent film 
|captions in French. That’s probably 
to make things easier for New 
Yorkers to understand. If there 
were enough Arabians in America to 
support a film in their own language 
these captions would not be neces- 
sary. But there aren’t. Frenchmen 
in America don’t support films in 
their own language generally, so 
they can’t be counted on. That 
leaves only American patronage 
that can be gotten for the picture, 
and for them the captions ought to 
be in English. Also there ought to 
have been some exploitation and 
publicity out on the picture as an 
Arabian film, rather than the quiet 
that surrounded the picture in gen- 
eral, with the only publicity out 
calling it a French film. 

Thing in the picture’s favor is the 
fact that it’s thoroughly authentic 
stuff, the desert and Moroccan 
scenes being quite good and inter- 
esting. Story is one of those in- 
volved Arabian tales of the man who 
falls in love with a girl, both go 
through all sorts of strange adven- 
tures, including a number of killings 
and a sandstorm in the desert, with 
everything ending happily when it’s 
discovered he’s really the long-lost 
Sultan’s son. 

Both the main actors are natives 
and quite good, taking their roles 
carefully and convincingly. For 
other parts there is no attempt to 
get any acting out of the Arabs, 
they just doing their little bits, 
somewhat amateurishly, but good 
enough. Kauf. 





Parfum de la Dame en 
= 
Noir 
(‘Perfume of the Lady in Black’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 21. 
Osso production and release. Directed by 
Marcel l'Herbier. From scenario of Gaston 
Leroux’s novel, Recorded R. C. A. Rune 
ning time 95 minutes. Marivaux Pathe, 
Paris. In cast: Roland Toutain, Huguette 


Ex-Duflos, Vibert, Kenry, Belieres, Kou- 
prine and others. 


Sequel to Gaston Leroux’s pre- 
viously filmed novel, ‘Mystery of the 
Yellow Room.’ To those who know 
the story, this is understandable. 
To others it is a phoney thriller, 
where the story is not very clear 
except that somebody is always 
trying to murder someone. Roland 
Toutain is persistently holding the 
center of the screen, where he does 
ceaselessly the antics for which he 
is as famous on the stage. 

Frequent dimming of the lights 
adds to the horror of the thing and 
also adds to the blurr of the photo, 
which is frequently poor. Sound 
ditto. Sets are decidedly Germanic, 
though action takes place mostly 
in a Riviera villa. One scene shows 
the exhumation of a coffin; eventu- 
ally found empty which was sup- 
posed to contain the body of a man 
who committed suicide in the pre- 
vious ‘Yellow Room’ but who found 
a way of escape. 

Gags are supplied by Bellieres, 
one of the funny couple in Natan’s 
‘Levy & Co.’ 

Credits are not given on the 
screen, but merely by ghost voice 
during the opening sequence. 

Direction and acting satisfactory 
throughout. Some good outdoor 
views, especially a motorcar drive 
from Paris to the Riviera. 

Box office chances contingent to 
draw of the title of the w. k. novel 
and the names in the cast. Mazi. 


DIE PRANKE 


(‘The Paw’) 
(GERMAN-ITALIAN MADE) 


Berlin, Nov. 21. 

Orplid-Cines production and Messtro-film 
release, Directed by Hans Steinhof;, pro- 
duction management, Carlheinz Jarosy: 
manuscript, Rudolf Katscher, Egon and 
Otto Eis. Recorded on Tobis. Cast: Char- 
lotte Susa, Fritz Rasp, Eugen Kloepfer, 
Berthe Ostyn, Hans Rehmann, Oskar Sima, 
Peter Voss, Jack Mylong-Muenz, Erich 
Kestin, Karl Goetz, Flockina von Platen 
and Vicky Werkmeister. Running time, 80 
mins. At Titania Palast, Berlin, 


Good b. o. film, for it has thrills, 
comedy and an interesting back- 
ground. 

Direction of Hans Steinhoff is 
moderate but at least doesn’t harm 
a good cast. Story is rather con- 
fused but the performance of the 
beautiful Charlotte Susa, Fritz Rasp, 
Fugen Kloepfer, Hans Rehmann, 
Oskar Shna, Peter Voss, Jack My- 
long-Muenz and Erich Kestin stand 
out. 

Views of an auto race and the 
new course in Romé are excellent, 
which was not always true with re- 
i gard to the sound. Magnus. 
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Tuesday, December 1, 193] 











Variety Bills | 





NEXT WEEK (DEC. 5) 


THIS WEEK (NOV. 28) 


Numerals in connection with bills below tnd.cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (5) 

Serge Flash 

3 Rhythm Dancers 

Janet Reade 

Burns & Allen 

George Jessel 

Eddie Cantor 

Benny Meroft Bd 

(28) 

Serge Flash 

3 Rhythm Dancefs | 

Janet Reade 





Mickey Feeley 
Joe Bonell 
Senator Murphy 
Lewis & Moore 
Harry Langdon 
Nelson Family 
Burns & Kissen 
Royal 

ist half (5-8) 
Lowe Burnoff & W 
Gallagher & S Jr 
Chester Fredericks 
Boyle & Della 








New York 


NANCY 





PARAMOUNT 


ANNIVERSARY SHOW 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 


City Now 


KELLY 











Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Chester 
ist half (5-8) 
James Hall 
Jack Randall Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (9-11) 
Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 
2d half (2-4) 
Fortunello & Criil 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 
Coliseum 
ist half (5-8) 
Bill Robinson’s 
2a half (9-11) 
Watts & Hawley 
Dr Rockwell 
Gliding Glubbers 
(One to fill) 
2a half (2-4) 
Irma Ward 
Fred Sanborn 
June Carr 
Tasty Gi'm Chas’rs 
6th St. 
Ist half. (5-8) 
Al Trahan 


Rv 


Monge Tr 

2d half (9-11) 
Warren Harriman 
Joe Besser Co 
Evelyn Wilson 


Bob Ripa 
2d half (2-4) 
Bendon P & E 


J & R Pastor 

J Petit & Buddy 

Nick Lucas 

Eline Sis 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Albee (5) 

Lou Holtz 

(Three to fill) 

(28) 

Lewis & Altee 

Paul Remos 

Joe Herbert 

Gloria Foy 

Al Trahan 


Flushing 
Ist half (5-8) 
F & J Hubert 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (9-11) 
Nan Halperin 
Willie West & McG 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Frank & Eugenie 
Masters & Grayce 
Rae Samuels 





(Three to fill) 


Bob Hope 








JEROME MANN 


“Alene, and again as M. 


C. for ‘Affairs of 1932.’ 


provides continuous taughter.”"—Salt Lake ‘‘News’’ 
Week of Dee. 4—RKO Maia St., Kansas City, Mo. 








2d half (9-11) 
Hal Jerome 
Trini 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Rita Royce Co 
Talent & Merit 
Lou Holtz Rev 

Fordham 

ist half (5-8) 
4 Ortons 
Britt Wood 
J & K Lee 
Lewis & Altee 

2d half (9-11) 
Bill Robinson's Rv 

2d half (2-4) 
Whiteside A & B 
Ann Codee 
Ruth Roye 
Willie West & McG 

Franklin 

ist haif (5-8) 
Bell Waters & S 
Rbt Emmett Keane 
Watson & Tembel'n 
Joe Young Co 
Welch's Minstrels 

2a half (9-11) 
Muriel Window 
Healy & Cross 
Teddy Joyce 
Joyce Rev 

2d half (2-4) 
4 Ortons 





Seymour & Corncob 


Kenmore 
Ist haif (5-8) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Edith Bow 
Doctor Rockwell 
Gliding Glubbers 
2a half (9-11) 
Paul Remos 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
Bernice Stone 
Ray & Harrison 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Allen & Hoover 
Madison 


ist half (5-8) 
Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 

2a half (9-11) 
Al Trahane 
Jack Randall Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (2-4) 
Danny White Co 
Mardo & Bennett 
Jim Toney 
Noble Sissle Orch 

AKRON, O. 
Palace 

ist half (5-8) 
Case Bros & Marie 
B & J Brown 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Koran 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 











Morton & Parks 
Street Singer 
Frank Libuse 
Going to Town 
Hippodrome 
Clem Bellings 
4 Comets 
Milt Douglas 
Street Singer 
Jovers 
Donatella Bros 
Geo Beatty 
Erma Ward Girls 
(28) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Emers'n & B'ldwin 
Bob LaSalle 
Cedora 
Chamberlain & 
Lillian Shade 
Oscar Lorraine 
6 Avalons 
Jefferson 
Ist half (5-8) 
3 St John Bros 
Russell Marconi 
Dillon & Parker 
Sidney Paige 
Healy & Cross 
Teddy Joyce 
Joyce Rev 
2d half (9-11) 
Bell Waters & §S 
Chester Fredericks 
Julianna 
Eddie Conrad Co 
4 Ortons 
(One to fill) 
zd half (2-4) 


(5) 


H 


2d half (9-11) 
Naro Lockford Co 
Rose Perfect 
Mel Klee 
Koran 

2d half (2-4) 
Queen Queen & Q’n 
The Ghezzis 
Harrison & Elmo 
Art Iandry Bad 


ALBANY, N. Y, 
Keith's 
Ist half (5-8) 
Joe Peanuts 
Evelyn Wilson 
W & G Hearn 
Hollyw'd Collegians 
2d half (9-11) 
Vernon Rathborne 
Sidney Page Co 
Lita Gray Chaplin 
Michon Bros 
2d half (2-4) 
Lee Gail Ens 
Neil Sis 
Irene Rich Co 
Johnny Perkins 
ATLANTA, GA. 
Keith’s (5) 
George Tapps 
John Steele 
Harlemania 
Stuart & Lash 
Afterpiece 
(28) 
Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller 
M @& A Skelly 
P Rooney & Pat Jr 





BIBRM’GH’'’M, ALA, 

Keith’s (5) 

Lois Torres 

Eddie Miller 

M & A Skelly 

P Rooney & Pat Jr 
(28) 


E & J Rooney 

Jack North 

Lee 2 Co 

Annie Judy & Zeke 
BOSTON, MASS. 

Keith’s (5) 

Zelda Bros 

Galli Rini & Sia 

Hal Nieman 

Keller Sis & Lynch 

Diamond Boys 


(28) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Sid Page Co 
Shean & Cantor 
Healey & Cross 
Joe Peanuts 


BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Hippodrome (5) 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 

Bobby May 

Irene Rich Co 

Harry Rose 

Theodore E & N 
(28) 

4 Sullys 

Grace Doro 

Wm Edmunds Co 


Wally Vernon 

Harry Carroll’s Co 

CALGARY, CAN. 
Keith’s (28) 

3 Allison Sis 

Dick Henderson 

Kramer & Boyle 

Rimacs’ Orch 

C’D’R RAPIDS, IA. 
Keith’s 

Ist half (5-8) 

Downey & Claridge 


Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charles Ahearn 
(28) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Keith’s 

Ist half (5-38) 
Gilbert Bros 
Mareg’rite & Farnell 
Russian Revels 


2d half (9-11) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
3 Swifts 


Victor Oliver 

2d half (2-4) 
6 Franklins 
Crowell & Allen 
Joe Thomas Sax 
DETROIT, MICH. 

Hollywood 

Ist half (5-8) 
(To fill) 

2d halz (9-11) 
(To fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Maidie & Ray 
(Two to fill) 
IND’APOLIS, IND. 

Keith’s (5) 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
May Joyce 
Carl Freed Co 
Blackstone 


(28) 

Maximo 
Furman S & L 
6 Feet of Rhythm 
Larry Rich Co 
KANS. CITY, MO. 

Keith’s (5) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 





Pall Mall 


(28) 





This Week: 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
Lee Kehimar; 


Josephine De Grotte. 








Porcelain Romance 
2d half (9-11) 
Gilbert Bros 
Marg'rite & Farnell 
Russian Revels 
2d half (2-4) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Eddie Stanley Co 
Y’gst’rs of Y'st’rd'y 
CHICAGO, ILL 
Palace (5) 
Russian Art Circus 
Geraldine & Joe 
Hugh Skelly 
Gus Van 
Puck & White 
(28) 
James Evans Co 
Ashley Paige 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Co 
Shaw & Lee 
CINCINNATI, O. 
Albee (5) 
De Toregoes 
Lubin Lowry & A 
Charles King 
York & King 
June Purlans 
8) 
Russian Art Circus 
Ewing Eaton 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Gus Van 
Puck & White 
CLEVELAND, 0O. 
Palace (5) 
James Evans Co 
Ashley Paige 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Pollock Co 


Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
L’S ANG’L’S, CAL. 

Hilistreet (5) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 
Gracella & Theo 
(Three to fill) 

9 


(28) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Traver & Gray 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
Cherry Malone 3 
Delmar $ 
Miles Marsh 
Sahat Co 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 
Keith’s (5) 
McCann Sis 
Howe Leonard & K 
Marion Sunshine 
Sid Marion 
Max Fisher Bd 
(28) 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
May Joyce 
Carl Freed Co 
Biackstone 
MADISON, WIS. 
Keith’ 
ist half (5-8) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Lander Bros 
Raymond Wilbert 
2a half (9-1) 
Maidie & Ray 
Norman Thomas & 





Shaw & Lee 


(One to fill) 











BOB CARNEY and JEAN 


GLOOM CHASERS 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 











(28) 
Case Bros & Marie 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Bomby Co 
Dr Rockwell 
The Merediths 


105th St. (5) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Sunkist E Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 

(28) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 


COLUMBUS, O. 
Keith’s (5) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Harry Savoy 
Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 


The DeTeregoes 
Lubin Lowry & A 
Charles King 
York & King 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Keith’s (5) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 
(28) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
DAVENPORT, 
Keith’s 
ist half (5-8) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Lee Morse 
Eddie Stanley 
Y’gst’rs of Y’st’rd'y 


IA. 


2d haif (9-11) 
Downey & Claridge 
Pall Mall 


Porcelain Romance 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (2-4) 
A & G Falls 
Fauntieroy & Van 
Dave Vine 
Colby Murry Rev 
Iivans & Mayer 
DAYTON, O. 
Keith's (5) 





Van Cello & Mary 


2d half (2-4) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Swanee & Daly 


Clyde Cook 
MILW’KEE, WIS. 
Keith’s (5) 

Yoki Japs 


Honey Boys 
Scooter Lowry 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 

(28) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 


MIN’POLIS, MINN. 
Keith’s (5) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
(29) 
Chas Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
McLallen & Sarah 
NASHVILLE, T’N. 
Kelith’s (5) 
Dorothy Co 
Reynolds & White 
Hunter & Percival 
(One to fill) 
(28) 


Wan Wan San Tr 

McCann Sis 

Howe Leonard & K 

Zelaya 

NEWARK, N. J. 
Keith’s (5) 

Whiteside A & B 

Emers'n & B'ldwin 

Harry Langdon 

Nel Kelly 

Bob Hope & Antics 


(2! 

Wilson Kepple & B 
Goss & Barrows 
EF & J Hubert 
Chester Fredericgs 
James Hall 
N. ORLEANS, LA, 

Orpheum (5) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 





(28) 


George Tapps 

John Steele 

Harlemania 

Stuart & 

OAKLAND, CAL. 
Keith’s (5) 

Aussie & Czech 

Flo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 

Gus Sereees Rev 

8) 


{ 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Gracella & Thee 
Seed & Austin 
OMAHA, NEB, 
Keith's (5) 
The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
(28) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mana 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
PATERSON, N. J. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (5-8) 
Warren Harriman 
Joe Termini 
Earl Sande 
Jean Bedinl 
2d half (9-11) 
Chas Prelle 
Ben Alley 
Lewis & Moore 
Jim Toney 
2d half (2-4) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Keith's (5) 
Lide Ladies 


8ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Kelth’s (4) 

Yong Kam Tr 

J Mills & Robinson 

Horace Heidt Bd 


Boyd Senter 
Harry Savoy 
Nayon Pearce & V 
Watson Sis 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Keith’s (5) 

Charlies Carrer 

Foy Foy & Foy 

Irene Vermillion 

McLallien & Sarah 

(28) 

3 Lordens 

Anita Case 

Brems F & M Bros 

Ledova 


SPRINGFIELD, 

Keith’s (5) 
Berniece & Emily 
Summers & Hunt 
Zelaya 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s (5) 
Fortunello & Cirill 

Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole's Showboat 


0. 


) 
Johnny Pastine Co 
Mae Usher 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 





Charles Melson 





Los 


{val DDMOHG AND 
“CHRISTENSEN BROS. “3 
Offered a clever cance act, received a bigger hand 
than most dance numbers. 
Angeles ttiustrated 

This Week—Orpheum Theatre—Omaha, Neb. 


“Daily News." 





Coscia & Verdl 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 

(28) 
Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
ROCH’ST’R, N. Y. 
Keith’s (5) 
Johnny Pastine Co 
Mae Usher 
Teck Murdock Ce 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Charles Melson 
4 Casting Stara 


(28) 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 
Foster & Van 
Ray Huling 
Deno & Rochelle 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith’s 

Ist half (5-8) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Swanee & Daly 
Clyde Cook 

2a half (9-11) 
Larry Rich Co 

2d half (2-4) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Lander Bros 
Raymond Wilbert 
8’CR'M’NTO, CAL. 

Plaza (28) 

Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 





4 Casting Stars 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Keith’s (5) 
Tita Wales 
Harry Deimar 
(28) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
TOLEDO, 0. 
Rivoli (5) 


Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
(28) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (5) 
4 Sullys 
Grace Doro 
Wm Edmunds Co 
Wally Vernon 
Harry Carroll's Co 
(28) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Clyde Hager 
Lee Morse 
Ross Wyse Co 
Rosette & Luttman 
TROY, N. Y. 
Keith’s 
ist half (5-8) 





Dir.: Wm. Diamond, 


BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


James Plunkett Office 








Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 


SALT LAKE, UT. 
Plaza (5) 





Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
C & J Preisser 


(28) 
The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
S’N ANT’NIO, TX. 
Keith’s (5) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergmaa 
Hal Sherman 
(28) 

The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
8’N F’RISCO, CAL. 

Golden Gate (5) 
Swan Lacille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 


Alphonse Berg Co 
Johnson & Decker 


(28 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 


Homer Romaine 
Benny Ross 
Challenge Rev 
(One to fill) 
2a half (9-11) 
Daro Costa Co 
Nell Sis 
Prosper & Maret 
Johnny Perkins 
2d half (2-4) 
4 Comets 
Foley & LaTour 
Joe Howard 
Jean Bedini 


VANCOUV’R, B. C. 
Keith’s (5) 

3 Allison Sis 

Dick Henderson 

Kramer & Boyle 

Rimacs’ Orch 


(28) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 


‘Afterpiece’ 
WINNIPEG, CAN. 
Capitol (5) 

3 Lordens 


Anita Case 
Brems F & M Bros 
Ledova 

(28) 


Robinson & DeWitt 





Ada Brown 








~ IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS — 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 








Gus Edward's Starts 
Manuel Macias 
South’n Harm’ny 4 
Jackson & Archer 
Eva Olivette 


SCH’N’CT’DY, N.Y. 
Keith’s 


ist half (5-8) 
Lee Gail Ens 
Neil Sis 
Prosper & Maret 
Johnny Perkins 

2d half (9-11) 
WwW & G Ahearn 
Hollyw'd Collegians 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Homer Romaine 
Benny Ross 
Carroll’s Rev 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
Kelith’s (5) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
‘Afterpiece’ 
(28) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 
(One to fill) 


SIOUX CITY, ITA, 
Keith’s (5) 
Ecler & Reed Bros 

Victor Oliver 





3 Swifts 


. WM. DIAMOND 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 
Eddie Garr Ferry Corwey 


Pop Cameron 


YONKERS, N. 
Keith's 

ist half (5-8) 
Don Humbert 
Mardo & Bennett 
Gloom Chasers 
Joe Marks 

24 half (9-11) 
F & J Hubert 
Hilda Glyder 
Pickard's Co 

2d half (2-4) 
Chas Prelle 
Rogan & Trigger 
Adelaide Hall 
Boyle & Della 
Upton Sidare Co 


YOUNGSTOWN, O. 
Keith's 
ist half (5-8) 
Naro Lockford Co 
Rose Perfect 
Mel Klee 
Pepito 
2d half (9-11) 
Case Bros & Marie 
B & J Brown 
Bomby Co 
Cass Mack & Owen 
2d half (2-4) 
Bee & Ray Goman 
Bobby May 
Ruby Nortor 


Y. 





Harry Rose 








Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway ; 


‘Hot Harlem’ 
3 Sepia Songbirds 
Bob Bon Buddies 
Baby Cox 
Paul Moore 
Giennie Cheesemen 
Cora Green 
Louis Deppa 
Earl Tucker 
Ethel Fray 
Capitol (27) 
‘High Hat Rev’ 
Charlotte Ares 
Rene Co 
Kearn Sis 
Don Howard 
‘Possessed’ 
Paramount (27) 
Rubinoft 
Bing Crosby 
Kate Smith 
The Mills Bros 
Nancy Kelly 
Casa & Lehn 
‘Rich Man's Folly’ 
Roxy (27) 
‘Old Russia’ 
Nicholas Vaslioff 
Patricia Bowman 
Tamara 
Gypsy Markoff 
Picchlania Tr 
Karaveafft 
Mischa Voljan 
‘Surrender’ 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Loop End (5) 
Dale & Meyers 
Dexter 
La Fayette & La V 
Joe De Ieir 
Dora Lee Early 
3 Queens 
Freda & Palace 
6 Franklins 
Oriental (4) 
Ted Lewis Bd 


BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 

Bufiale (27) 
‘Hot Java’ 
Murtagh 





Charlies Manning 
Hippodrome (27) 
Harry Carrol Rev 
Wally Vernon 
Wm Edmunds 
Grace Doro 

4 Silly Sullys 


CLEVELAND, D. 
State (27) 
‘Fantastic’ 
Millis Kirk & M 
Stetson 
Anita Avila 
Paul Keast 
‘Possessed’ 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fisher (27) 
Peter Higgins 
Jerry Coe 
Al Latell & Bonzo 
Crystal 3 
Page & Class 
Bob Nolan 
Benavie & Siegal 
‘W of Broadway’ 
Fox (27) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Stan Meyers 
‘Over the Hill’ 
Michigan (27) 
Brooke Johns 
Joe Penner 
‘The Cheat’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Nixon’s (27) 
Grant Withers 
Roscoe Ails 
Teddy Joyce 
56 Maxellos 
‘Pardon Us’ 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Memorial (27) 
Nick Stuart 
fue Carroll 
‘Dangerous Affair’ 
PROVID’NCK, K.L. 
Fay’s (27) 


Warner, Page & H 
Sons of the Desert 
Rasso 


‘Road to Reno’ 





JACK SIDNEY 


Headlining F. & M. 
“MANHATTAN” Idea 





Staged by LEONID( FF 











Loew | 


“| 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

Ist half (5-8) 
Gale & Carson 
Jerry & Co 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (9-11) 
2 Rascals 
Bobby Barry Co 
Earl la Vere 


Orpheum 
ist half (5-8) 
A Robbins 
Fields-Smith & F's 
Dave Jones Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (9-11) 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Frank Conville 
Carrying On 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise (5) 

Cab Calloway Orch 
Cora La Redd 
Roy Atkins 
Little Bits 

State (5) 
Honey Fam 
P Tremaine Co 
Kings & Queens R’' 
(Three to fill) 
ee N.Y. 


e 

ist half (5-8) 
Ed Ford & Whitey 
Frank Melino Co 
Gerardo-Nadine Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (9-11) 
Electric Shocks 
Hill & Hoffman 
Welch & Hills 
Wilson-Kepple, B’y 





Joan Marsh 
Billy House 
3 Jacks 
Bea Penman 
ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 
Ist half (5-8) 
Harry Kahne Co 
Irene Ricardo 
Wilson-Kepple & B’ 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (9-11) 
Worthy & Tho'pson 
Bob Murphy Co 
6 Avalons 
(Two to fill) 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (5) 
Great Nicola 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Orpheum (5) 
The Galenos 
B Albright Co 
Roye & Maye Rev 
(Two to fill) 
CLEVELAND, O. 
State (5) 
Milton Berle 
Maureen Rio 
4 Monitors 
McKinney's C’n P’s 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Ohio (5) 
Hal Yates 
Larry Adler 
3 Rio Bros 
Maddox & Mack 
JERSEY CY., N. J. 
Loew's (5) 
Little Jack Little 
Ross & Edwards 
Rodion Dancers 
Sanami & Mich 








ROBINSON & DeWITT 


“By far and away the best act on the bill this 
week."’"—Minneapolis “Star.’’ 


Week of Nov. 20, ST. PAUL, MINN. 








(One to fill) 
46th St. 
ist half (5-8) 
Hill & Hoffman 
Davey & Rosemary 
Jimmy Birchill Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (9-11) 
Dixon & Pal 
Farina & Mango 
Gale & Carson 
D & Edith Barstow 
(One to fill) 
Gates 


Ave. 
Ist halt (6-8) 
6 Avalons 
2 Rascals 
Pillard & Hillier 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Crystal Gazers 
2nd half (9-11) 
Maximo 
Ed Ford & Whitey 
Irene Ricardo 
Gerardo-Nadine Co 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (5) 
Jos Blank Co 
Gordon-Reed & K’g 
Allan Reno Bd 
Block & Sully 
Melody Parade 
Pitkin 


t 
Ist half 
Wilton Sis 
Earl la Vere 
Bert Nagle Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (9-11) 
Ruth Ford 
Fred Lightner Co 
Jerry & Co 
(Two to fill) 
Valencia (5) 
Conrad Nagle 


(6-8) 





3 Kitaros 


MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loew's (5) 
Lohse & Sterling 

Clyde Hager 

Blanche Sweet 

B Henshaw Co 

B Jane Cooper Co 

NEWARK, N. J. 
State (5) 

Bert Frohman 

Clifford & Marion 

Stearns & Dean 

Ben Omar 


ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Loow’s (5) 
Paul Keast 
Stetson 
Anita Avila 
Miils-Kirk & M’tin 
6 Colored Men 
SYRACUSE, WN. Y. 
State (5) 
Dave Schooler 
Julia Curtis 
O'Connor Fam 
12 Tappers 
WASH’GTON, D.C. 
Loew's (5) 
Tiny Town Rev 
Red Donahue & Pal 
3 Brown Buddies 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Loow’s 
Ist half (5-8) 
Dixon & Pai 
Frank Conville 
Carrying On 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (9-11) 
Whitey Roberts 
Jules Howard Co 
Frank Meline Co 
(Two to fill) 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Academy (4) 

‘Sketches’ I 

Allan & Canfield 

Franklyn D’Amore 

Limb'ri'gs Edwards 

Duke Art 

Mildred Perlee 

Frank Hopkinson 


Sunkist Ens 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (4) 

‘Tomorrow's Stars’ 
Bernie & Walker 
Mary Miles 
Wanda Allen 
Zelma 
Fern Dale 


Buddy & Gretal 
Chiyo Kadomatsug 
Helen Irel and 
Derothy Welch ‘ 
Theal Nelson 
Rudy Kaye 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (4 


) 
‘Marches Militaire’ 
Charles Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 


Fox Poli (4) 
‘3 Big Figures’ 
5 Jansleys 
Haline & Francis 
Harold Stanton 
ou Barrison 
Muriel! Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Metropolitan (4) 
‘Hacienda’ I 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 
6 Gordonians 
Adriana 
BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Buffalo (4) 
‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waldman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 


BRIDGEPORT, CT. 


| Accordion 6 
NEW HAVEN, cz, 
Zelda Santle 
3 Jacks & 2 Query 
Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
N. ORLEANS 
State (4) aa 
I 
Claudia © 
Graumann H @ v 
=. r Virginia 
o Tr 
Sunkist En 
OAKLAND 
‘Manhattan’ 
Jack Sidney 
Bruno Wej 
Jack Lester” , 
iki 
PHILA DELPEIA” 


‘Vacation Daye’ 
Wilmot & Peters 
Sunkist Ens 
‘Exotique’ 
coleman 

Ramon & 
Imer Herling 

Oakland’ nit 
Swor & Goode 
Lucille Sunk 

Fox (4) 


‘Art Gallery’ I 
Felovis 

Eddie Cole 

sod Andy @ 
Josephine Tod 
The Gathalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
LaMarr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 








lice e 





So 





JACK POWELL’s 
Syncopation 


SMACKS 


of Smartness 


LEDDY & SMITH 


Say 











Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO, ILL 
Chicago (4) 
‘La Plaza’ I 
Les Gellis 
Brancel & Pale 
Chiquita 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandes 
Lucinda & Ricardo 
Eduardo. Delgado 
Agustin Palafox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
Paradise (4) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl’'s Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina & Pal 
Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (4) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Carla Torney Co 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Uptown (4) 
‘Greetings’ I 
Del Chain 
J & H Griffith 
Murray & Moss 


Marian & K'thryne 
PORTLAND, ORR 
Paramount (4) 

‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lehr Co 
The Andresens 
‘Teddy the Bear 
Louis E Goody 
Cropley & Violet 
Carla Torney Co 


S’N F’FISCO, CAI, 
Fox (3) 

‘Slavique’ I 

Sam Hearn 

7 Arconis 

Brock & Thompson 

Laurel & Ted 

Patsy Marr 

La Vonne Sweet 

5 Adagio 3 


SEATTLE, WASH, 
5th Ave (4) 
‘Aloha’ I 


The Briants 

Ryan & Noblette 

Gordon’s Canines 

4 Kadex 

Gaylenne & Du R 

SPOKANE, WASH, 
Fox (4) 

‘Stage Door’ I 

Bob Hall 

Webster & Mariav 








~ HARRY SAVOY» 
MIRRORS MIRTH 


For LEDDY & SMITH 








Buster & Brown 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Ballet 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (4) ° 
‘M’d’'rn Minstr‘ls, I 
Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
3 Page Boys 
Harry Von Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (4) 
‘Circus Days’ I 
Bee Starr 
Lil St Leon Co 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Nelson's Elephants 
Sayton Co 
H’LYWOOD, CAL. 
Pantages (3) 
‘Swiss M'vem'ts’ I 
Am Own L’'ky Boys 
Bill Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Bert Prival 
Arthur Turelly 
Sunkist Ens 
IND‘APOLIS, IND. 
Indiana (4) 
*Y’sterd'y’s Stars’ I 
Eva Tanguay 


——$———— 


Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 


S’P’GFI'LD, MASS. 
Fox Poli (4) 

‘Hot Java' I 

Jim McDonald 

Armada Chirot 

Noree 

3 Samuels Bros 

Vincent Yerro 

Sunkist Ens 


ST. LOUIS, MO 
Fox (4) 
‘Black & White’ I 
Geo D Washington 

Clifton & Brent 

Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LeFlohic 
Margaret A Head 
Sunkist Ens 
TOLEDO, 0. 
Paramount (4) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
A & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 





Frank Rogers 








TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 
Try My Astringent—$!.00 








—_— 





Corinne 

Hank Brown 

Bert Jordan 

Hi Tom Ward 

Tom Kelly 

Rice & Caddy 
Sylvia & Joyce 
Cho Cho 

G Harrison Co-Eds 
Alexander & Evel’n 
Freddie Ford 


L’S ANG’L’S, CAL. 
Loew's State (3) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 
O'Gorman Bros 

3 Matadors 

Ray Sax 

Rose Valyda 
Sunkist Ens 


MILW’KEE, WIS. 
Wisconsin (4) 

‘Montmartre’ I 

Joe Jackson 

Delores D & HB 

Don Julian & M 

Dave Robel 

James De Luca 

Belcher De V Girls 

MIN’POLIS, MINN. 
Minnesota (4) 

‘Co-Eds’ I 

Grifith & Westvea 

Robbins 3 

Jack Frost 

Hubert Dyer Co 

Busse & Case 





(Continued 


TORONTO, ONT. 
Imperial (4) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUV’R, B. 0. 
Strand (3) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 
Novelle ros 
Edna Covey 
Emilie & Romaine 
Arthur La Fieur 
Sunkist Ens 
WASH’GT'N, D. C 
Fox (4) 
‘Five Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Danny Small Co 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa 
C’f Eagle 
W’RC'ST’R, MASS. 
Palace (4) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 


Japs 
Feather 





Sunkist Ens 


on page 54) 


oo 





“ery 


Coemaad 





Anc 


perso! 
victs 
Satur 
the / 
toriun 
here. 
‘Eve 
wick, 
gtarre 
while 
know! 
fast s 
Alti 
Aub: 
footb: 
Ward 
from 
of the 
of pi 
formé 
Brop! 
wish 
charg 
the |] 
‘and 
explo 
Ma 
formé 
at tl 
priso: 
the Vv 
Baun 


The 
porti 
vaud 
varie 
an ‘e 

Ma 
their 
them 
‘wom: 
Raize 
own 
‘Indiz 

Evi 
stage 
the « 
bers. 
Ruth 
York 
to li 
offen 
82X0] 
num! 

Ot) 
Mitn 
Coste 
Mary 
Pelet 
Cozzi 
Kran 


Un 
Moor 
Deop) 
Suna 
for ¢ 
Rua] 


Sung 
ing 
Noon, 
atl 








rginia 


CAL, 


(3) 


it Eng 
PHIA 





thryne 


ORK 
(4) 


Co 
Ss 
ear 
y 
olet 
Co 


CAL, 


npson 
L 


eet 
VASH, 
(4) 
ette 
ines 


yu R 
V ASH, 


ariny 





Mo 


te’ I 
ngton 
nt 


ic 


Head 
0. 
(4) 


te 
een 


maine 
leur 


dD. C:. 


Co 


ps 
eather 
MASS. 
L) 

e I 
Blair 
uthier 


2) 











Tuesday, December 1, TOST 








a 


TIMES SQUA 


RE 


VARIETY 








Women Convicts, Some From Stage, 
Give Follies Show in Auburn Prison 


—————_—— + 


Auburn, N. Y., Nov. 39. 
Another full house of nearly 150 
persons, most of them sister-con- 
victs of the performers, applauded 
saturday night the final showing of 


the Auburn ‘Follies’ in the audi- 
torium of the state prison for women 


Mpvelyn Boell and Natalie Chad- 
wick, two former chorus girls, 
gtarred in a song and patter skit, 
while other inmates, many likewise 
known to Broadway, rounded out a 
fast stepping revue. 

Although the prison ‘Follies’ is to 
Aubv rn what the current prison 
football games are to Sing Sing, 
Warden Joseph H. Brophy departed 
from the attitude of Warden Lawes 
of the Ossining bastile in the matter 
of pictures of the convicts’ per- 
Barring photographers, 


formances. 
Brophy explained that he did not 
wish to ‘exploit’ his feminine 
charges. 


‘I am running this show to keep 
the prisoners’ spirits up,’ he said, 
‘and they do not wish themselves 
exploited.’ 

Many of the gags in the per- 
formance were in the nature of jibes 
at the warden himself, at other 
prison officials, and, of course, at 
the women convicts’ pet peeve, the 
Baumes habitual criminal laws. 

From Show Biz 

The interlocutor of the 
portion was Hope Feine, former 
yaudevillian. Another girls of the 
variety stage, Belle Schwartz. was 
an ‘end man.’ 


minstrel 


Many of the performers sang 
their own compositions, among 
them Lillian Raizen, New York 


woman who slew her betrayer. Miss 
Raizen scored with a piece of her 
own called ‘Someone’ and also sang 
‘Indian Love Call.’ 

Evelyn Boell, in addition to her 
stage work, handled the drums in 
the orchestra during several num- 
bers. Beside her in the pit was 
Ruth St. Clair, the shoplifter, New 
York’s first woman to be sentenced 
to life imprisonment as a fourth 
offender. Miss St. Clair was the 
saxophonist and also had two song 


numbers. 
Other performers were Naomi 
Mitner, Lillian Coleman, Margaret 


Costello, Daisy Grant, Ruth Owens, 
Mary Williams, Augusta Metz, Rose 
Peletrie, Estelle Bickness, Marie 
Cozzi, Margaret Coogan and Ruth 
Kramer. 


TWINS’ FATHER PLEADS 
GUILTY OF LARCENY 


Julius Zittenfeld, salesman, of 26 
East 80th street, father of the Zit- 
tenfeld twins, swimmers, who have 


attempted on occasions to swim the 
English Channel, will appear in 
General Sessions Dec. 10 to be sen- 
tenced on his plea of guilty to grand 
larceny in the second degree. 

Zittenfeld, indicted in January 
last, for the theft of $1,137 from 
the Silver Discount Corp., admitted 
in October he had obtained the 
money through misrepresentation. 
According to officials of the com- 
Pany, the total thefts amount to 
$8,782. The defendant, as pres- 
ident of the Nash Paper Co., of 5 
West 30th street, had the discount 
Corporation advance him cash on 
*purious bills to the paper com- 
Pany. 

Zittenfeld had been separated 
om his wife and two daughters 
for several years. The latter live 
at 2810 Mott avenue, Far Rockaway, 
LI. The defendant claims his finan- 
cial difficulties were caused by his 
heavy investments in backing his 
daughters’ attempt to swim the 
channel. With his wife, the two 
Birls remained in Europe at his 
€xpense for more than two years, 








Show for Prisoners 


Under the 
core, the 





guidance of Willie 
Deopl restaurateur, 100 show 
—. to Comstock, N. Y., 
for he Siving a performance there 
. e 1,100 prisoners. It’s an an- 
ual affair. 


A Special 


Sung train left New York 


™ a morning at~3:30, again leav- 

hoon omstock at 3 Sunday after- 

at} * It arrived back in New York 
Il that night, 








Matter of Name 





A young married couple in a 
serial quarrel gave a once- 
chapter exhibition before some 
dinner guests. 

The pouting wife, 

‘And I don’t like our name 
either. Yumenberg! Every 
store I go into I feel embar- 
rassed when giving it.’ 

One of the guests interposed, 
saying: 

‘You should join the Lucy 
Stone League where all mem- 
bers use their maiden names. 
That might settle that.’ 

Till do it,’ said the dis- 
gruntled wife. 

‘What was your maiden 
name?’ mentioned the guest. 

‘Holenstein,’ replied Mrs. 
Yumenberg. 


Janet Gaynor Not So 
Certain of Her First 
European Vacation 











Little Janet Gaynor, the heart- 
breaking heroine of many a Cin- 
derella tale, is on the high-seas, for 
her first trip to Europe. 

Miss Gaynor, freed by vacation, 
wouldn’t talk shop at the tea for her 
at the Savoy-Plaza. 

‘This is my holiday, you know,’ 
she said shyly, shaking the curls 
that peeped beneath her brown be- 
ret, as she enacted the continua- 
tion of one of her screen roles. 

“What type of role do you con- 
sider best for your box-office re- 
cepits?’ she was asked. 

But Miss Gaynor elected herself 
the interrogator of the tea. 

‘Will the weather be nice in the 
South of France?’ I’ve never been 
to France, you know,’ she ex- 
plained with that wistful Gaynor 
look. 

The Sobbies who had turned up 
looking for leads registered polite 


boredom, but 20 newspapermen, 
dallying at the refreshment table, 
swooped down on Miss Gaynor, 
eager to be of assistance to a 
demure and unsophisticated in- 
genue, 


Her Friends 
‘Will Paris be gay at this time 
of year? I've never been to Paris, 
you know...Is the Pre Catelin real- 
ly as nice as people say?...My 
friends think I’m wrong going to 
Europe now. But a working girl 


must go when she can. I don’t get 
a vacation every day,’ she sup- 


plemented, wringing the hearts of 
her audience with the picture of a 
screen-orphan whose life is one long 
camera grind. 

‘I’m going to London first. 
heard that it’s awfully cold and 
foggy, so,” with a _ = smile that 
wrinkled her nose, ‘I'm taking my 
woollens with me.’ 

The thought of little Mary Ann 
setting out for London with her 
woollens in a trunk, aroused the 
chivalry of the newsboys, glad of 
the opportunity to disclose their 
knowledge of European modes and 
manners. Thereupon hard-boiled 
picture critics re-assured Miss Gay- 
nor about the calm November state 
of the real Atlantic Ocean. 


T’ve 


40c HIGHBALL AND 
15c BEER ON WAY 


Highballs at a 40c. low and beer 
at l5c. are believed coming. They 
may arrive before the winter is over, 
according to liquor rackcteers in 
New York city. The traffic, strongly 
intrenched and still powerful as a 
business, can see no other way out. 

Serious competition from mush- 
rooming cordial shops which are 
dangerously underselling bootleggers 
and cutting in on speakeasy retail 
trade, it is claimed, has as much to 
do with the present plight of booze | 
as the reports of stagnant trade. 

Some speak owners declare that | 
the 50c. highball and beer, | 
cheapest now, would be profitable at |} 
a 10c. cut. Many speaks which for- 
merly sold hard stuff at 75c. have) 


25¢c. 


come down to 60c., while some that } 
were at the latter have moved down 
to the minimum of 50¢. This trend 
in itself will hurry a further cuf, } 
is believed on the inside. 


| 





A GEORGIA MAYOR 


Settles Things Now on How He 
Was Brought Up 60 Years Ago 








Macon, Ga., Nov. 30. 

Sunday pictures for charity were 
doomed here this week by the 
quaint plea of the mayor, “I just 
wasn’t brought up that way,” he 
said. 

“Personally, I'd rather see council 
give outright whatever could be 
realized from a Sunday afternoon 
show,” Mayor G. Glen Toole com- 
mented at council when the sug- 
gested all-proceeds-to-charity show 
was proposed. “I never did see any 
harm in going fishing on Sunday,” 
the mayor continued, “but I never 
did go. I just wasn’t brought up 
that way.” The Mayor’s about 65. 

Local promoters seeing how the 
wind blew withdrew the petition 
next day rather than wait for a 
formal vote to be taken at the meet- 
ing of council next week. 


L. A. HOLIDAY LIQUOR 
PRICES GET $5 BOOST 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

For the holiday season, Hollywood 
booze has been boosted a V a case 
by agreement between the ‘leggers, 
but it is still $10 lower than last 
year. Prices lifted last week and 
ends a famine of McCoy stuff for the 
past month, due to boats being 
anchored ’way out and wrangling on 
price. Two of three Canadian reg- 
ister boats held out for a $10 raise, 
with the trio finally coming in ona 
compromised $5 boost. 





Case lot prices prevailing until 
after New Year's are: 
Scotch 

SUMMING. 5 oda db ckeea eek $70 and $80 

Local cut or local distilled....... $45 
Bourbon 

Re SO. Sok ce54055 5008020 4 wer 

ioe ty AM a | a ne $52 

Gin 


London brands (per case)....$67.50 
Local, with local or Pelgian 


BAGG £44446 ¥0048%0% $18 to $22.50 
Brandy 
Hennessy’s Three Star.......... $50 
Martel (three-year Calif.)....... $55 
Cordials, Wines, Etc. 
French Vermouth .......+..-. ..-$80 
Ttalian Vermouth <ccccicceass o  - $90 
All cordials ....ceccece- $90 and $95 
Ce DENG 66-056 6t.65.55940-4:0-05 $80 


Cut Bacardi ....2......-$50 and $55 
Champagne, Cliquot and 
PEI 6. 066443.5:040'8 $100 to $115 
These prices are for the best 
quality obtainable locally. 


Miss Fixel Weeps 
As Court Reads 
Dillon’s Letters 


The contest over the will of A. L. 
Erlanger, in which Charlotte Fixe) 
claims a dower share on the allega- 
tion that she was his common law 
wife, took on fresh color last week 
with John J. (Jack) Dillon again on 
the stand. 

Erlanger’s former general man- 
ager had written a number of let- 
ters to Miss Fixel when the latter 
was traveling aboroad with the late 
showman and Isador Kresel, acting 
for the Erlanger estate, wanted to 
know about the affectionate terms 
in the epistles. 

Max Steuer, Miss Fixe’s attorney, 
questioned Dillon and established 
the fact that he never saw Miss 
Fixel at any time when Erlanger 
was not present. Kresel was in- 
terested in knowing why Dillon 
called her ‘darling’ and what about? 
‘Do you love your Jack Rabbit lots, 
big heap? Now give me a big kiss 
and hold me tight.’ And more 
along these lines. 

During the cross examination 
Miss Fixel wept. Dillon explained 
that his letters were merely written 
in appreciation of her devotion to 
Erlanger in his illness. He de- 
clared his affection for Miss Fixel 








was entirely platonic and. that 
throughout he believed her to be 
Mrs. Erlanger. 

What effect the letters may have 


on the case is speculative but it ap- 


were in- 


attorney, 


letters 
Fixel’s 


the 


Miss 


pears that as 
troduced by 


ithe effect probably would not be as 
| important as indicated. 
the former Madeline | 


Mrs. Dillon, 
Donnelly, who was Erlanger’s pri- 
vate secretary and also a witness 





Reichenbach Period 


A 15-minute Sunday evening 
(29) period over WOR was de- 
voted to the late Harry Reich- 
enbach and his posthumous 
book, ‘Phantom Fame.’ 

Grover Whalen, Louis Sobol 
and Sydney Skolsky were 
among the speakers, urging lis- 
teners to purchase the volume. 


Mechanical Man Can’t 
Ballyhoo Any Longer 
In Front of Theatres 


The mechanical man in front of 

















| 
} 
} 
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for Miss Fixel, stated on the stand | 


| that she knew about the letters and 


had addressed the envelopes. When 
Kresel asked Dillon if he received 


t| letters in reply he replied that he 
| tore up his mail. 


| other, 


the burlesque houses on Broadway 
and 42nd street must quit. So ruled 
Magistrate Greenspan in West Side 
Court when he imposed a suspended 
sentence on Alt La Rue, 37, enter- 
tainer (mechanical man) residing at 
437 State street, Brooklyn. 

The conviction of La Rue means 
that 22 men holding similar jobs are 
thrown out of employment, stated 
Eddie Rowland, of the burlesque 
forces. 

The court stated he was sorry to 
cause La Rue the loss of his job but 
advised that he quit being a me- 
chanical man’ as the law clearly 
says it is a violation. 

An attorney appeared for the de- 
fense stating that hardly a show or 
business enterprise on Broadway 
do°s not ballyhoo by some means. 
La Rue said he would quit. A sec- 
ond arrest would mean a disorderly 
conduct charge, more serious than 
the violation of a corporation ord- 
inance, namely ‘puller-in’ law. 

Detectives Maguire and Donnellan 
of Capt. Hayes’ staff have been es- 
pecially assigned to rid Broadway of 
mechanical men. 


MEXICO JUMPS LIQUOR 
TAXES 200% TO 6007, 


Mexico City, Nov. 26. 

New tariffs have boosted manu- 
facturing imposts for hard liquor 
like this: Whisky, 600%; tequila 
(national drink that resembles 
brandy, but is many, many times 
more potent), 400%, and cordials, 
from 200% to 350%, according to 
their knock-out powers. 

Government declares big idea is to 
keep populace more’ temperate. 
Authorities want John Citizen to be 
a sober fellow, so that he can work 
the better to combat ‘the crisis,’ as 
they call the depresh in this land. 
Brewery industry has experienced 
a 50% slump, due to high manu- 
facturing levies, federal and state 
taxes, exalted production costs, etc., 
and government is thinking about 
slashing imposts to aid this more 
or less mild intoxicant to get back 
on its feet. 











2 Years for Neuman 


Randolph ‘Randy’ Neuman, dis- 
barred lawyer, of Times Square, 
was sentenced to two to four years 
in Sing Sing in General Sessions 
Wednesday (25). Neuman had been 
found guilty by a jury of grand lar- 
ceny in the second degree. 

Arthur M. Grace, retired civil 
engineer, had charged him with the 
theft of $5,000. 

In sentencing Neuman, Judge 
Freschi said he regretted having to 


send a former lawyer to prison, 
lespecially Neuman who was his 
classmate in law school. Neuman 


could have received 10 years. 





Tea Room Seers Invade 
Paris Nite Spot Gatety 


Paris, Nov. 21. 
Palmistry, formerly mostly con- 
fined to consulting seers, is develop- 
ing strongly in the local cafes and 
night dives where male and female 
palmists go from table to table of- 
fering their services. 
They steal 
with the 


even from one an- 


Russian palmist at 


| the Dome and Coupole taking a leaf 


} 


from the English advertising printed 


' 
}on the ecards of the Indian palmist ! 


jat the Lido. 


|} step to 





Actors’ Dinner Club Will Have 
Many Players as Guests for Meals 





Within 10 days the Actors’ Dinner 
Club will be operating under the di- 
rection of the Actors’ Fund, where- 
by the members of the theatrical 
profession will be fed daily without 
any apparent charity label attached 
to those dining under the club’s 
auspices. The meals are to be served 
from 5 to 8 p. m. in the Union 
Methodist Church on 48th street be- 
tween 7th and 8th avenues and a 
nominal charge of 50 cents will be 
made for those able to pay. Any 
professional who hasn't the money 
will be fed and no questions. 

A meeting was scheduled for to- 
day (Tuesday) at the Fund’s rooms 
to complete final arrangements for 
the opening of the club. While the 
Fund is directly promoting the din- 
ner project, all theatrical bodies and 
guilds are supporitng It. Where the 
guilds have been issuing meal tick- 
ets good at certain restaurants the 
holders of the tickets will hereafter 
be taken care of at the Actors’ Din- 
ner Club. 

A first class meal will be served. 
Everybody in the theatrical biz will 
be permitted to eat there. The 
prosperous diner who can pay a dol- 
lar or two or more will be cheer- 
fully accepted. 

Should any deficit result the com- 
bined guilds will be expected to take 
care of it accordingly. 

Scribner’s Move 

According to Sam Scribner, one 
of the prime movers in the promo- 
tion, there will be no drive or bene- 
fits staged for the project. In addi- 
tion to the guilds the N.V.A,. and 
Equity are co-operating. 

While the kitchen corps will be 
comprised of expert chefs and as- 
sistants, the serving of the food will 
be taken care of by volunteers from 
Equity’s membership. 

The Actors’ Club is credited as 
being an original thought by Selena 
Royle and taken up with much en- 
thusiasm by Betty Saule and Mar- 
ion Somers, who are working hard 
to make it a success. 

That musical shows will donate 
girls to act as waitresses is antici- 
pated, although the service phase 
is expected to be daily covered by 
assignments from Equity’s office. 

In addition to the dinner a loung- 
ing room will be maintained where 
those who are so inclined can sit 
for a talk and a smoke. The club 
will operate throughout the winter. 

It is the present intent of the 
workers behind the club to provide 
meals for the hungry, destitute ac- 
tor without any one being aware 
that he is getting them gratutiously. 


RENO WORRIED OVER 
HOT SPRINGS’ DIVORCE 


Reno, Nov. 30. 
Threatened with a famine in di- 
vorce business after the banquet 
that lasted for eight months, Reno’s 


lawyers are now scratching heads 
trying to evolve plan to meet Hot 
Springs, Ark# compctition for pa- 
tronage of the country’s marital 
misfits. It looks like Reno will not 
attempt to liberalize its laws any 
further or shorten residénce re- 
quirement but will worry along for 
awhile to see what happens. 

Six weeks in Reno or three 





months in Hot Springs. Which is 
the most attractive? 
That’s the question divorce 


seekets must solve for themselves, 
The two states, Arkansas and Ne- 
vada, have squared away in their 
battie for quick divorce supremacy 
and it will take year or so to tell 
which is winning. 

Reno lawyers predict cut of 50% 
in divorce traffic and they look for 
many wealthy clients to choose Hot 
Springs in preference to Reno, 
especially in winter time. 

They declare Nevada's painless 
divorce laws have been thoroughly 
tested in courts and hold water. 
Arkansas still has that preliminary 
take before it can invite 
world and assure each divorce ap- 
plicant that his or her decree is 
a valid document. 

Nevada can also always depend 
on California sending several hun- 
dred six-week visitors to Reno each 
year. California’s divorce law keeps 
a divorce on ice for a year before it 
becomes final. California is now, 
next to New York, Reno’s best cus. 


j tomer. 
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Pro Basketball in Chi Seeks Names: 
Baseball Idols Offered as Biz Bait 





Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Pro basketball is struggling 
heavily in the midwest and various 
injections are being attempted to 
buoy up the situation. The hottest 


P 1s the ¥ : win A. ‘Times’ this town is now 
solution is the ‘name’ angle; names billed as ‘Los Angeles (Loce- 
from baseball, football, wrestling, ’ eae 

: ahng-hayl-ais)’. 
the ring, and even the stage. 

Help is urgent because of the 


failure of commercial firms to con- 
tinue to subsidize semi-pro teams 
for the lure of fres advertising. 
Last year there were approximately 
75 semi-pro quintets locally bearing 
the titles of commercial products 
for which they drew a guarantee. 
These teams work under any 
title that'll give ’em some coin. 
Same team which last year played 
as the Majestics is this year tuss- 
ling under the title of All-State 
Tires Team, backed by the subsid- 
iary of Sears-Roebuck. At present, 
however, the backers are on their 
way out, having informed the team 
that they’ll no longer guarantee 
play-dates. In the past these firms 
have been charging off the losses 
to advertising, but times are too 
tough for such arrangements. 


Ticket System 


In many instances, however, there 
have been unusual profits for the 
firm from these pro games. Tickets 
would be sold to the help by the 
foreman. While the employees are 
at liberty to turn down the tick- 
ets, most of them come through 
with the $1.50. One firm in town 
last year got back $15,000 from its 
own employees in this manner. 
Some of the firms put this coin into 
a ‘welfare fund.’ 

Business for the pro and semi- 
pro basketball games has_ been 
brutal all around this year. Too 
many free or small cost games by 
high schools, colleges, social and 
athletic clubs to entice the public 
to plank down for the coin-teasing 
tussles. So badly has pro basket- 
ball been scuttled that the Chi- 
cago Bruins have pulled out of the 
regular basketball league, leaving 
the town without a league franchise 
holder. Bruins remain intact but 
will book local or short fare spots 
in erder to eliminate the too costly 
jumps such as were on the league 
schedule. 

Baseball Favs 


While several football and prize- 
fight names have been approached 
to bolster the biggest hope of 
basketball is to bring the baseball 
mob into the arenas by offering ’em 
their idols dribbling the leather 
around. Attempt is now underway 
to collect four Cub players—Gabby 
Hartnett, Guy Bush, Kiki Cuyler 
and Woody English. 

Under the arrangement’ these 
players would not tackle the full 
gcome, but would merely go in for 
five or 10 minutes. The big leagues 
are being offered various deals, but 
most are on a basis of $50 a game 
plus 5% of the gross. To the ball 
players this is hard coin for soft 
hours that would otherwise be 
wasted. 





ANIMAL ACT IN DISPUTE 


Edward  Staffcrd, 43, animal 
trainer, who claims to be the owner 
of the animal act, Barbara’s Pets, 
was in West Side Court on the 
charge of grand larceny. His act 
was brought in from the Patchogue 
theatre, Patchogue, L. I. He was 
released on bail of $1,000. Eli 
Johnson appeared for Stafford. 

Barbara Dugan, and known as 
Lady Barbara Dugan, claims the act 
as hers and asserted that Stafford 
stole the animals. Five ponies; 
dogs; mule; four monkeys and one 
baboon, called ‘Buck.’ 

Miss Dugan lives at 503 West 
147th street. She told detectives of 
the larceny, claiming while in the 
hospital, Stafford stole the animals 
and went on the road. 

‘The only connection Stafford has 
with the act is that he slept with 
the monkeys and fed all the an- 


imals,’ Miss Dugan told a reporter. 
Stafford claims he has been the 


owner of the act for 15 years. 


‘Six months ago I told Miss Du- 
gan she could take the act on the 
road and give me 25% commission 
or a flat sum of $1,500 for a loan 
the act on 
the road and I got nothing,’ said 


of the act. She took 
Stafford. 

Attorney Johnson told the magis- 
trate the arrest was a spite one on 
the part of Miss Dugan. 

A hearing will be had this week. 


+ 





Making It Easy 





Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 
On the masthead of the L. 











No Motive Found for 
Girls’ Double Suicide 
By Gas in Apartment 





Detectives Fred Russell and 
James Fitzpatrick of the West 47th 
Street station, announced that thus 
far they have been unable to learn 
what motivated Jewel Warner, 20, 
and Adelaide Leavy, 25, former show 
girls, to end their lives by gas in 
their nicely appointed apartment on 
the fourth floor of 353 West 56th 
street. 

While their bodies were removed 
to the Morgue, it is certain that 
relatives will claim them, Both 
women were found prone on a mat- 
tress alongside of a gas range, with 
five burners opened in the kitchen- 
ette. The pair were attired in silk 
pyjamas. 

An empty quart bottle that had 
contained liquor with an empty 
whisky glass rested on top of the 
range. In the adjacent room an 
empty whisky glass was on a table. 
Russell and Fitzpatrick believe that 
both women drank the liquor for 
courage to destroy themselves. 

The discovery was made by Lottie 
Paige, maid, who detected the odor 
of gas and notified Patrolman Leo 
Gates of the West 47th Street sta- 
tion. An ambulance surgeon pro- 
nounced the women dead. They 
had been dead a few hours, he said. 
The door leading to the apart- 
ment was stuffed with paper and 
the windows of the apartment were 
sealed with wet towels to preclude 
the escape of the lethal fumes. The 
rent of the apartment was $150 a 
month. Both women were blondes. 
The sleuths are certain that both 
entered a suicide pact. A letter for 
an aunt of Miss Leavy left the for- 
mer $1,500 in cash and her belong- 
ings. A few days ago Miss Leavy 
told the maid she believed they 
would have to dispense with her 
services as they were broke. Miss 
Leavy’s aunt is in a home for the 
aged. 

Less than two months ago, Louis 
F. Dannenbaum, said to be presi- 
dent of the Brieger Press, Inc., 55 
Van Dam street, was haled to West 
Side court by one of the women 
who charged she had been beaten 
by him. Brieger is married and 
lives at 128 East 93rd street. The 
summons was dismissed. 


TOLD COP’S HOROSCOPE, 
BUT DIDN’T KNOW COP 


Police have begun a drive against 
fortune tellers who style themselves 
‘psychics.’ The commissioner’s char- 
latan squad, under the direction of 
Mary Sullivan, head of the Patrol- 
women’s Bureau, has arrested many 
alleged fortune tellers on warrants 
within the last month. 

It is no cinch for the patrolwomen 
to secure evidence. They pose from 
the lowly charwoman to actresses. 
But they get their interview and pay 
a heavy fee exacted, presenting their 
evidence in affidavit form. 

Many of these phoney psychics 
are parking themselves in hotels in 
Times Square, 

The latest raid was that on Laurel 
Miller’s apartment at 310 Riverside 
drive. Emma Brogan of Mrs. Sulli- 
van's staff arrested the Miller wom- 
an. Mrs. Brogan paid the Miller 
woman $10 for her ‘horoscope,’ she 
said. The defendant told the lady 
cop of much trouble she was to have. 
And of how two men were madly in 
love with her. One drank and the 
other wags jealous, she told Mrs. 
Brogan. 

But the ‘psychic’ failed to see Mrs. 
Brogan was a cop and also that her 
husband, a bluecoat attached to 
West 100th street station, was out- 
side, patroling his beat. 

The Miller woman was taken out 
of her apartment. She denied she 
was a ‘fortune teller’ and said she 
gave Mrs. Brogan a horoscope read- 
ing. She is out on bail, 














then Mrs. Bryant ordered them to 


RUDY’S GIRL DEFENDERS 


Rooters Club Charges $3 
Yearly for Dues 





Crooner’s 





Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 30. 

Three dollars per year for the 
privilege of defending the fair name 
of Rudy Vallee. 

That’s what the Rudy Vallee 
Rooters’ Club is asking for, addres- 
sing its appeal to the girl admirers 
of radio’s No. One Crooner. 

Tip-off to the club came in a 
personal column notice appearing 
on want adv. pages of local news- 
papers. It read: 

‘Admirers of Rudy Vallee wish- 
ing to join the Rudy Vallee Rooters’ 
Club please correspond to Florence 
Barlow, Richland, N. Y¥.” 

Richland is an Oswego 
hamlet of less than 4,000. 

An inquiry to Miss Barlow brought | 
this information: 

The club has approximately 100 
members, collects $3 dues in return 
for a membership card, pin and a 
weekly sheet, Rudyments, plus the 
privilege to ‘pledge loyalty to Rudy 
and to answer all unfriendly re- 
marks in papers and magazines 
about Rudy.” 

Miss Barlow says that Dorothy 
Yosnow of Brooklyn is the organiza- 
tion’s president and Julia Thayer of 
Westfield is the secretary. 


NO FOREIGN BORN 
DEALERS FOR RENO 


Reno, Nov. 30. 
Strict enforcement of provisions 
of Nevada’s wide open gambling law 
is now the order. While business 
was good and plenty of money roll- 
ing over tops of all gambling tables 
little attention was paid by gam- 
blers or officials to minor provisions 
of law, but now that biz is tough 
operators of big joints want all 
competition on the up and up. 
Law provides that aliens can 
neither own, operate nor deal gam- 
bling games. One Japanese concern 
has keno layout and bunch of Chi- 
nese have been operating gambling 
house with several games. Under 
law they are ruled out and Reno city 
council has ordered them to close. 
Most of the dealers working in 
Reno are American boftn but there 
are few foreigners in racket. Amer- 
ican born dealers, out of a job, are 
looking up records of boys with a 
foreign accent to see if they have 
become citizens. If not they are go- 
ing to find it hard to hold a job. 


GIN ON THE SIDE 


Cop Waited Over for 2d Time 
Trouble—It Arrived 


county 














George Wandling, of the West 
68th street station, had his hands 
full when he arrested Peggy 
Sutherland, 21, dancer, 134 West 
82nd street; her husband, Herman 
Sutherland; 25, soda jerker, and Cliff 
Edwards, barber, 25, of 223 Park 
Place, Brooklyn, on the charge of 
disorderly conduct. 

The cop was summoned to the 
rooming house where the Suther- 
lands’ lived. They were entertain- 
ing the Brooklyn barber. Much gin 
was in evidence. 

The Sutherlands and the Brook- 
lyn barber began to have their fun 
in the hallway. Mrs. Sutherland 
was scantilly attired, asserted the 
bluecoat. Sutherland and Edwards, 
he averred, wore less than Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

The housekeeper, Betty Bryant, 
complained. The dancing trio, gave 
Mrs. Bryant several Bronx cheers. 
The copper ordered the trio to get 
dressed.- Reluctantly they did. And 


scram. 

They did. But soon returned. 
Wandling remained, thinking they 
would return. Peggy began to as- 
sail Mrs. Bryant and then slapped 
her, asserted Wandling. Sutherland 
and the Brooklyn barber were also 
disorderly. 

Magistrate Greenspan heard the 
story and imposed a suspended sen- 
tence on the trio. 


Vivaudau Saved 


Jean Vivaudau, 24, son of the 
French family of perfumers, was 
given a suspended sentence in Spe- 
cial Sessions on his plea of guilty 
to four charges of bootlegging per- 
fume under the trademark of Coty. 
It was at the written request for 
leniency from the head of the Coty 
firm in Paris that Vivaudau was 
saved from jail. 

Lewis Bernstein, treasurer of 
Coty’s of 423 West 55th street, was 
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San Francisco, 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub. 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New 
Hollywood and London. 


York, Chi 
Variety takes no sane 





Aside from the humanitarian an- 
gle, the reason of Mayor Walker's 
trip to California to plead for the 
pardon of Thomas Mooney is caus- 
ing no little speculation. Observers 
believe New York’s mayor to be sin- 
cere in his mission, but figure it may 
reflect his future plans after he re- 
tires from public life. 

One guess is that Walker may be- 
come head of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Labor has striven to 
free Mooney since his conviction 15 
years ago for allegedly bombing a 
parade, and labor chiefs are wholly 
in sympathy with the mayor's effort. 
Labor officials were present at the 
Chicago conference when Walker 
assembled his legal staff for the 
Mooney plea. 

The late Samuel Gompers declared 
that unionized labor depended on 
1aving a spectacular leader. Gom- 


j pers was of that type. 


FLOATING POOLROOM RAID 


Said to Be Mutlholland’s—35 Fre- 
quenters Dismissed 











A floating poolroom, said to be 
operated by Joe Mulholland, bookie, 
of Times Square, was raided at 74 
West 46th street. The raided prem- 
ises were on the second floor of a 
17-story office building. Seized in 
the raid were 35 well dressed men 
who were taken in the wagon to the 
West 47th street station. 

Joseph Russon, 32, said to have 
been in charge and who gave his 
address as 132 West 47th street, was 
charged with maintaining a gam- 
bling establishment. The 35 men 
were charged with disorderly con- 
duct. 

Arraigning the visitors is some- 
thing new. Heretofore addresses 
and names were recorded by the 
police. It is believed to be a new 
method to break up floating pool- 
rooms around the Main Stem. 

Racing charts, pay-off slips, 
phones and miscellaneous gambling 
paraphernalia were seized. The ar- 
rested men in West Side Court were 
discharged for lack of evidence. 
Mulholland was in court with his 
bondsman, Moe Lang. 





BOOK DEALER HELD 


Charles J. Romm, proprietor of 
Romm’s Book Store, 110 4th avenue, 
was indicted Friday (27) by the 
New York County Grand Jury for 
grand larceny. He was released 
under $3,000 bail after pleading not 
guilty. 

The arrest of Romm is the first 
blow by the police of New York and 
Boston against second hand and 
rare book dealers who are alleged 
to have been disposing of valuable 
books stolen from public libraries, 
universities and colleges. Accord- 
ing to the police several book 
dealers have been working with the 
actual thieves, disposing of the 
stolen works at large prices to book 
collectors. 


MARRIAGES 


Margaret Carlisle to Leonard Cee- 
ley, in New York, Nov. 24. Both 
professionals, 

Mary Jane Barrett to Ernest 
Truex, Glenside, Pa., Nov. 24. Star 
and dancer of ‘Third Little Show.’ 

Elsie Patricia La Hiff to Fred 
Schmidt in New York Nov. 26. Miss 
La Hiff, sister of Nancy Carroll, was 
formerly on the stage. 

Frans Stanislau Wilson to Irm- 
guard Ilse Frenzel, at The Hague, 
Holland, recently. Groom is the lion 
tamer with Sarrasani’s Circus. 
Bride was a bareback rider with 
the same show. 

Beverly Green to Ned Wayburn, 
Jr., New York, Nov. 18. 

Clifford Rust, manager of the 
RKO-Palace, Rockford, Il, to Dor- 
othy Eckstrom, non-pro, in the 
bride’s home at Rockford, Nov. 22. 

Rodney Toups to Jewel Freie, in 
New Orleans, Nov. 28. Couple are 
honeymooning in the East. Bride- 
groom is manager of Loew’s State 








the complainant against Vivaudau. 


in that city. 





for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily canal 
< — 
See Walker Possible East 
A. F. L. Head—!s Guess ogpauline Waken, “actress, nameq 
. % orrespondent in the divorce case 
On Mooney Sidetight |=; stargory 1. shetdon asain 


White Plains, N. Y., supreme 


Testimony said Mrs. Sheldon ae 
friend, Grace Clark, gained admis. 
sion to Miss Walken’s apt. at 2788 
B’way, the building being owned b 
Sheldon. They found him draped nd 
the shower bath curtains, which 


Mrs. Sheldon figured was enough to 
put her in line for $250 a week and 
$10,000 counsel fees, as she is ask- 
ing. 





‘Arcady and Back’ now known ag 





‘Springtime for Henry.’ Third 
change. 

Mrs. Helen Shaper, sister of 
Frieda Hempel, suing the latter 
for $10,000, the value of a diamond 


cross she asserts the diva took out 
of pawn when she sent her the 
ticket. Mme. Hempel claims that 
she is holding the cross as pledge 
(Continued on page 50) 


PRIMO WINS BY FEET. 
RALPH LOSES BY EAR 


By JACK PULASKI 





An all-heavyweight card at the 
Garden Friday (27), established a 
record. All the mugs who wanted 


to go home early got their wish. 
The program was over at quarter 
to ten, at which time Primo Car- 
nera knocked out Vittoria Campolo 
of the Argentine. 

Campolo started badly. He 
elected to smack with the giant 
Facist, whose 40-pound advantag 
gave him the edge in punching 
power. The Argentine’s shoulder 
high socks only anoyed Primo, who, 
when stung, crashed straight rights 
to the South American's jaw. Even 
a butcher could not stand that. He 
fall down. 

That was right after the second 
round started. Campolo arose 
wobbly and it was a pushover for 
Carnera thereafter. Anytime the big 
guy does connect, he hurts, and 
Campolo was in no condition to 
duck. So he hit the canvas again. 
Managing to arise at the end of the 
count, he was late by an eyebrow, 
but it was just as well. 

Semi-final was as exciting in its 
way as the main event. Two tough 
gents, Ralph Ficcucello and Stanley 
Peredo, argued it out. Either can 
qualify in a rough and tumble and 
they mixed it to the delight of the 
crowd. 

In the seventh round Peredo 
clipped Ficcucello on the side of the 
head. It looked like the latter's 
cauliflower ear exploded. The gore 
sprayed about like a geyser and 
the referee stopped the milling. 

Ficcucello protested so Insistently 
that the referee moved the men to- 


gether, But then Ficcucello de- 
cided the umps was right and 
walked to his corner. That pro- 


vided a howl. It was a laugh, too, 
to watch Smith trying to pry the 
men apart during the other rounds. 
He did so at arm’s length. 

Steve Hamas didn’t have such & 
pleasant evening, either. He took 
on a fellow named Birkie, who must 
have been underrated. Hamas was 
well out in front when in the last 
round Birkie landed a left hook and 
then a right. Hamas went down 
and was on the ropes all grogged uP 
and the bell was the most welcome 
ring he had for a month. Steve was 
sc far out in front that they had to 
give him the decision. Smart fight 
followers rated Hamas one of thé 
best heavyweight prospects in @ 
year, but all that dope is now sub- 
ject to revision. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Carter DeHaven, Sr. 
son, Nov. 16 in Hollywood, Cal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul N. Boggs Sg 
othy Dwan), in Los Angeles, Nov- 23, 
son. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Andress, at 
Great Bend, Kan. Nov. 29, son. 
Father formerly with Ringling Bros. 
as exec. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Schubert, 
daughter, Nov. 22 in Holiy wood. 
Schubert is in the scenario depart- 
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40 VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Tuesday, December 1, 193] 











Broadway 


Al Boasberg back. 

Charles Jones has left Fox’s Au- 
dubon. 

Jim Brooks operated on at Lib- 
Orty, Ive Se 





Genevieve Tighe has left the 
Lindsay act. 
William Cook is a honeydew 


melon hound. ‘ 
June Winchell and the two kiddies 
again going to Miami. 
Shelton Brooks is 
Harlem O. H. as m. c. 


Wife of Leo Newman, the ticket 
broker, is desperately ill. 


Laura Ashley drove back from 
California in her car, alone. 


Joe Shea having Thanksgiving 
dinner at home in his pajamas. 

Buday Doyle is running the new 
Ballyhoo restaurant floor show. 


Ernest Lubitsch sent Ona Munson 
seven dozen roses on Thanksgiving. 


Where are those ‘Do your Christ- 
mas shopping early’ signs this sea- 
son? 

Al Woods reported having pro- 
moted some fresh money for a new 
show. 

Abe Halley back from Montclair, 
N. J. Couldn’t stand those up-tilted 
noses. 

Tom Gorman is going to winter 
{t at Old Town, Me. Wild game the 
object. 

Johnny Kane, playing burlesque 
stocks in Chi for five years, in New 
York for Minskys. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., tried that Ber- 
muda trip from Thursday to Sunday 
on the S. S. Paris. 

M. Shea, Buffalo’s big theatre 
man, in New York contacting the 
Publix home office. 

Flo MacFadden (Mrs. Jack Haley) 
recovered via Dr. Amey after a dan- 
gerous 11-day hospital siege. 

From 60 to 75 millions spent year- 
ly on cigaret advertising in the U.S. 
Lucky Strikes lead with 20 millions. 

J. Frank Gazzolo, former Chi the- 
atre owner and producer, in New 
York looking over Broadway shows. 

Ona Munson grabbing a show job 
right away after reaching New York 
burned up the rest of the m.c, girls. 

Val Lewton has taken a house in 
Old Greenwich, Conn., and goes 
fishing every morning before break- 
fast. 

Film Center Grill, celluloid sales- 
men hangout, has gone ritzy, put- 
ting up a canopy that leads to the 
curb. 

The Earl Wingarts took advan- 
tage of Thanksgiving by slipping 
down to Bermuda on that ‘Paris’ 
excursion, 

It’s like a holiday to look at any 
New York daily and not see the 
Seabury investigation report on the 
front page. 

All of a sudden it starts to snow. 

If space gets any tighter, closing 
legits may have to give auditions 
for a booking in Cain’s. 

Farewell party to Marg Whitting- 
ton and one thrown by Raspin Pro- 
ductions for Jesse Lamb, explorer, 
who's going off to Tibet. 

Rita Weiman and Mickey Marks 
got together all the guests on their 
wedding day for their 7th wedding 
annniversary, Thanksgiving. 

Downtown the odds were as high 
as five to one on Notre Dame to 
beat Army. Highest price ever 
quoted around on a major game. 

Princess Rajah, one-time snake 
charming single of Hammerstein’s 
and the variety stage, is running a 
tea leaf free reading shop on 14th 
street. 

Jimmy Durante would have vis- 
ited Broadway if he had pre-known 
of his five-week layoff at Metro. 
James thought it was going to be 
one week. 

If times in vaudeville are tough, 
what about the team of colored 
boys who are doing their traveling 
in a big car driven by a colored 
chauffeur. 

Those Dillon letters to Mrs. Er- 
langer created an awful lot of talk 
along Broadway. They seemed sat- 
isfactorily enough explained by Dil- 
lon and his wife. 

Since induction of E. R. Tinker 
into the company the boys around 
Fox have a set answer when asked 
what they’re doing. ‘Just tinkering 
around,’ they say. 

Eddie Cantor and George Jessel 
financed 100 free Thanksgiving din- 
ners at Gerson’s. Twice that many 
showed up. Basil Gerson took care 
of the extras, 150 of them. 

About 20 near, non, ex and now 
working husbands gave Sid Silver- 
man a surprise baby shower at his 
home Saturday night. All kid stuff, 


back at the 


double. Bert Lytell pulled the laugh 
idea. 

Frankie James, former profes- 
sional, in New York for the first 


time in a while to see the Army beat 
Notre Dame. Miss James is a mem- 
ber of the Chicago Picture Censor 
Board. 

James Cagney is now doubling 
into the Block and Sully act in the 
Warner houses, both turns going 
fine through it. Nearly slaughtered 
Cagney by opening him to break in 
cold alone at Milwaukee. 

Ben Blue is back from an RKO 
transcontinental trip and says he 
was taken but twice en route. Once 
for $2,200 and the other time, $700. 
Great trip, claims Ben, because he 
came back to New York with some 
money, a record for him. 

A hotel in Miami with a low 


charge of $50 a day for a room with 
bath has sent out an announcement 
of a special. 60c club breakfast this 
season. Same hotel; two rooms for 
two on the beach front, $150 daily. 
For those there is a $1 club break- 
fast and no charge for room service. 





Loop 





Ralph O’Hara on his feet again. 

Jake Adler one of the best regular 
first nighters. 

Hal Young is film row’s most im- 
maculate dresser. 

Ted Healy’s monk still missing 
from ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

Willie Berger stopped off on his 
way to Davenport. 


Jack Waldron resting up here 
after F&Ming a season. 
Ashton Stevens still the best 


dressed legit critic in town. 


Joe Sherman goes for everything 
from ‘Hamlet’ to ‘Ten Nights.’ 


Lew Brice'‘pining for Hollywood, 
where he was called ‘The King.’ 
Sam Bramson had three polyps 
removed from his nose as a starter. 
Phil Dunas spending sleepless 
nights between here and Minneap.- 
olis. 

Ed Smith still whiffing California 
sunshine and finding it tough to 
forget. 

Dr. Rockwell had a phone in his 
dressing room for the week at the 
Palace, 

Al Williamson is on a midwest 
good will tour among the midwest 
radio editors. 

Bill Pine broke out in a pair of 
brand new spats to match his 
weather beaten lid. 

Hosted by Niles Trammel at the 
Whiteman concert were a flock of 
Armour Packing execs. 

Maury Greenwald finally left for 
New York, winning a bet that he'd 
go before Sam Roberts, 

Charley McClintock running 
around in circles with two shows on 
his hands and a third coming. 

Jack Lavin has a pash for zoo- 
logy, but with limitations, it must 
be North American and mammal. 
Phil Baker held up the Paul 
Whiteman concert after intermis- 
sion by being last to take his seat. 
Benny Rubin sending for the wife 
and baby from Hollywood. Mean- 
while he and Jack Benny are doing 
a Damon and Pythias. 

Entire cast of ‘Vanities’ made an 
impromptu appearance at a shindig 
thrown by Vincent Bendix at the 
old Potter Palmer estate. 

Ruth Betz visited the folks down 
on the farm in Wellington, one of 
those spots, she admits, where the 
train doesn’t stop even when 
flagged. 

Izzie Herk or the Minsky boys 
have been around looking for a spot. 
Can get one of the Randolph street 
legits if they'll put up a hundred 
grand to cover the lease, 





Reno 





Two gambling places with regula- 
tion games crawl in for winter. 
Turkey sold for 35c. Ib. for 
Thanksgiving. Break for housewives. 
Winter weather still in charge. 
Temp. at min. of 10 and snow on 
ground. 

Panhandlers still numerous here, 
but unemployment problem not 
troublesome. 

Belle Livingstone has apparently 
severed all connections with her 
local night club. 

Large new gambling joint ‘Jok 
Reno’ about ready to open. Some- 
thing like keno. 

Duck hunters get limit bags de- 
spite shortage of water and snow- 
storm opening day. 

Mrs. Monta Bell, wife of film di- 
rector, is nearing end of her six 
weeks’ sojourn in Reno. 

Harry McGuire, Denver, editor of 
‘Outdoor,’ mag., moves from dude 
ranch to city apartment. 

Sheriff at Las Vegas still keeping 
bootlegging joints closed tight de- 
spite protests of business men. 

Judge P. A. McCarran, who got 
Mary Pickford’s divorce here many 
years ago, expected to run for 
Senator. 

Five feet of snow on highways 
over the mountains. Has put com- 
plete damper on Reno’s_ tourist 
traffic from California. 

Reno to open Christmas season 
with ceremony Wednesday (2) light- 
ing hundreds of pine trees strung 
along sidewalks in business district. 

Unemployment so small here that 
no organized relief program neces- 
Sary. Elks, Salvation Army and 
other organizations handling prob- 
lem. 

Nealy Vanderbilt and his ever 
present aide, Craig Kershaw, are 
departing for Hollywood indefinite. 
They have given up dude ranch life, 
so it is said. 

M. Pickett, Democratic na- 
tional committee man from Nevada, 
thinks Franklin Roosevelt is going 
to grab off the Demo. nomination 
for president, 





Ottawa 


Oscar O’Shea is absent when 
musicians sue for $461 back wages. 


Ambrose Nolan still plays around 
with outboard racers during warm 
spell. 

Ray Tubman has found matinees 
picking up, with night crowds 
steady. 

L. D. Brookes, formerly of Lon- 
don, Ontario, joins ranks of Ottawa 
theatre managers. 

Finley McRae, son-in-law of the 
late Harry Brouse, takes over man- 
agement of Embassy. 

Cecil Duncan, Ottawa sports im- 
presario, departs with hockey ama- 
teurs for tour of Europe. 


Ottawa Football Club closed sea- 
son with a deficit of $2,000. Maybe 
last year in major circuit. 


Moorhead & Filman enjoy auspi- 
cious opening of brand new Rideau 
and get newspaper splashes, 

Leo McCaffrey weeps as eight of 
his star hockey players migrate to 
Dalhousie for a college education. 

Joe Franklin has shown contin- 
ued improvement, but goes to New 
York for further check-up by spe- 
cialist. 

Oscar Hanson reported behind 
Empire Films Limited, new Cana- 
dian company to distribute British 
pictures. 

Canadian Government _ reports 
race track betting in Canada this 
year as $33,377,786, a decrease of 
12% from last year. Gate at all 
tracks down 16%. 


Hollywood 


Jimmy Durante is sitting for an 
oil painting. 

Paul Nickerson talking of another 
trip to Broadway. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., with several as- 
sorted stooges of his own, borrowed 
a strange stooge to drive him 
around Hollywood while playing the 
RKO. 











Weldon Heyburn burns when 
anybody says he looks like Clark 
Gable. He does. 


Fred W. Futter, brother of Walter, 
is in New York to handle the east- 
ern end of Wafilms. He’s a v.-p. 
Max Lief had his trunk packed for 
N. Y. when his agent announced a 
couple of writing propositions on 
the fire. 

Lady Maureen Stanley, daughter- 
in-law of the Earl of Derby, guest- 
ing in Hollywood with Norma 
Shearer. 

‘Tommy,’ the play, is still paying 
rent for Howard Lindsay and Bert 
Robinson between picture-writing 
assignments. 

Howard Hughes by proxy enter- 
tained the 4th estate at a studio pre- 
view party for ‘Cock o’ the Air’ with 
Linc Quarberg m.c.’ing. 

Charles Knox Robinson, whose 
play, ‘Rigadoon,’ is being produced 
by Maurice Green, has another, now 
being shipped east, which he penned 
between ocean dips at Laguna, 
What-A-Man. Hudson was sup- 
posed to get the grand Bronx on his 
final performance as a special added 
detraction at the RKO last week, 
but he looked so helpless it didn’t 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Winter's officially here now that 
Harry Brown wears spats. 

Settlement of musicians’ 
looked for within a few days. 

Karl Krug even giving cocktail 
recipes in his Monday ‘Show Shops’ 
column. . 

Suzanne Keener, former Met so- 
prano, back to the home town for 
a concert. 

Mrs. Roy Rowe, wife of the War- 
ner megr., out of the hosp after a 
long illness. 

Bill Scott is going to be very sur- 
prised with at least one of the Xmas 
gifts he gets. 

Milt Jaffee spends a 10 spot every 
week on tricks, so he can be the 
life of the party. 

One of the local speaks calls itself 
the Club Valspar, which may sug- 
gest its product, too. 

Fuzzy Pfarr, ex-columnist on the 
‘Sun-tele’, back with the rag again 
on the rewrite desk. 

Flea Madden, who used to fly- 
spring with th. Stanley band, back 
in Jan Garber’s outfit. 

George Weigand always has a box 
of aspirins on hand at the Nixon 
b.o. for newspapermen. 

Alan Jones back in town 
‘Three’s a Crowd.’ 

Moe Glanz, who always wears the 
loudest suits, has one he’s trying to 
keep quiet. It’s a law suit. 

The Mike Cullens have left the 
William Penn hotel for a furnished 
apartment at the Coronoda. 

DeDette Le? tells friends Rudy 
Vallee will soon introduce her new 
song, ‘The Penalty of Love’. 

John Rapano, spaghetti king here 


strike 


with 





CHATTER 





for years, writing a book on his 36 
years in restaurant business. 

Don Shoop, long the Enright’s 
trombone ace, now has his own 
band at Villa Royale and on KQV. 

Vera Marsh says she was more 
nervous about stepping cold into 
the Jolson show than ever before. 

Merle Mulholland doing .Charlie 
Danver's ‘Pittsburghesque’ draw- 


ings while Cy Hungerford vaca- 
tions in Mexico. 
Louie Little, attorney, has a 


Polish theatre manager act with 
which he sets visiting pros goofy. 

Wine brick shops folding. 

Harry Hamilton and Norman 
Foster, authors of ‘Savage Rhythm’, 
John Golden's next, were classmates 
at Carnegie Tech drama school. 





Miami 
By Frank D. Richardson 


Bill Dwyer and associates real 
owners of Gables track. 

Chic Endor and Charlie Farrell 
will be at the Embassy Club. 

The series of benefits for Ann 
Booker netted only a trifle over 
$900. 

Walter Briggs, of Detroit, has 
leased an ocean front home, and is 
here. 

Ollie Webb will have charge of 
the restaurant in the Roman Pools 
this year. 

Nunally. Johnson arrived and will 
make this his home. -He is building 
a home in Miami Beach. 

Picketts in front of State theatre 
were arrested charged with attack- 
ing Barron Shields, asst. mgr. 


Joe Widener here to fight for rac- 
ing dates for Hialeah. Gables track 
fighting him for February dates. 

Cotton Club, new in Miami's 
night life opened. Boll Weavels or- 
chestra, Chester Alexander, m.c. 

St. John’s county voted approx- 

imately 12 to 1 in ratification of 
St. John’s Park application for rac- 
ing. 
E. F. Hutton & Co. will be the 
first of the brokerage offices to 
open. Herbie McNichol will be in 
charge as usual. 

Newt Roney, president of Miami 
Biltmore hotel and Roney Plaza in 
new set-up with Henry L. Doherty, 
utilities magnate. W.G. M. Meekin 
is managing director. 


Washington 


By John Daly 








Burton Holmes stages an extra 
performance of his Hollywood at 
National. 

John McCormack fills Constitu- 
tion Hall the first time this season 
—3,400 seats. 

Jim Preston, for 35 years head of 
the Senate press gallery, resigns to 
become Senate librarian. 

Rep. Jack Garner, probably 
Speaker of the House, beginning to 
dress like a leading man. 

Forty inmates of the Home for 
the Aged and Infirm come to town 
to see ‘Over the Hill’ at the Fox. 

Ed Rosenbaum, Jr., gets a great 
reception from friends of his fa- 
mous dad, the youngster here for 
the Mae West troupe. 

L. Stoddard Taylor, manager Be- 
lasco, only theatre man on the Edi- 
son Memorial Committee, to erect 
300,900 candlepower light. 

Fox theatre holds an estimate con- 
test—so many pennies in a jar— 
won by Mrs. Esther L. Jones, who 
told the exact sum, 2,791 cents. 

Harry Crull, Fox manager, has to 
pass up the engagement of Mitzi 
Green, 13-year-old movie star, be- 
cause of rigid child labor laws. 

Charlie Stewart looking over gov- 
ernment records for material about 
Whistler, the etcher, once a gov- 
ernment clerk here—account the 
new play, ‘Mr. Whistler,’ about to 
premiere. 

Depression or no_ depression, 
Steven Cochran saw a line a block 
long wending its way to the Na- 
tional theatre to buy tickets for 
Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’—advance = sale 
totaled $15,000 four days before 


opening. 
St. Louis 





Song hawkers on streets here, too. 

Jeff Smith doing temporary pub- 
licity work at Fox. 

Benefit performances of all kinds 
the rage, but few successful. 

Jack Craig, long St. Louis and 
Kansas City newspaper man, dies. 

O. D. Woodward announces he is 
now sole owner of stock company 
that bears his name. 

Dorothea Chard emerges as star 
in ‘A Modern Virgin’ at Orpheum. 
She previously played minor roles. 

Mary Hart changes mind about 
appearing in her production of ‘Lost 
Sheep.’ Says she'll do some acting 
later but doesn’t say in what. 

Dick Powell leaves Ambassador 
suddenly to resume as m. c, in 
Pittsburgh on settlement of strike 
there. Al Roth in his place tem- 





porarily. 


labenoomaiel 
Toronto 





Dance business sags. 
Corrigan Sisters Hollywood bound, 


Ruth Roland, serial que 
partied. _—— 


Press Club blows. 


H 
likewise. ™ aie 
John Holden back at Empj 
frowning. “— 


Bill Deacon feeds his 40 canarie 
port wine. . 

‘Saturday Night’ hands o 
salary cut. ——e 

Jack Arthur rates two hair c 
week now. 

Scotch only $2.50 a pint at ; 
vived club. ° : oo 

Hap Day getting rich with new 
drug store. 

Jim Francheshini bought hi 
16 cylinders. 7 — 

India selected for next G 
Sinclair trip. Genten 

Weiner Lough 
Charlie horse. 

Mrs. Stair still talking about Em. 
pire burlesque. 

Alex Gibb to Winnipeg for ath. 
letic pow wow. 

Archie Perkins is re-signe 
1932 at Royal York. one: oe 

Lennox Robinson, Abbey th 
Dublin, sick in town. iil 

Stags hands quit strike at Em. 
pire. Musicians are out. 

Sir Harold MacIntosh, sultan of 
sweetmeats, being kidded. 

Foster Hewitt. getting $10,000 a 
year as sports broadcaster. 

It’s a boy at the Morley Callaghang 
with a new novel on the way. 

Depression hits government house, 
Lieut.-Governor Ross laid off. 

Bob Kirch, president of Royal 
Canadian Cat Club, owns no cats. 

Frenchy Bellanger, ex flyweight 
champ, now: in prelims at $5 a round. 

Bert Brooker says that novel he’s 
been at for 18 years will soon be 
finished. 

Red Horner (Maple Leaf Hockey) 
married in August. Admits it now, 


uts a 


out of hockey— 


A red head, 

Abe Levinsky (Maple Leaf 
Hockey) benched, with town 
squawking. 

That ‘Star Weekly’ artist who 


signs his work 
Victor Child. 

Lionel (Big Train) Coonacher de- 
cides not to wrestle after all. They 
hope it’s a boy. 

Archie (‘Star’) Lampman has 
nervous breakdown thinking up gag 
captions. Bob McStay subs. 

Captain Antoine . Nobili, 
horse jumper; 


‘Nowry’ is really 


French 
appeared publicly 
without monocle. Consternation! 

‘Ballyhoo,’ now printed in To- 
ronto, dropping price from 40 to 15 
cents. ‘New Yorker’ drops from 
25 to 20. 

Playfair Brown tearing his hair as 
fight ballyhoo drops. dead. His 
telephone gone now. Still weighs 
253, however. 

Lord . Bessborough,. king’s repre- 
sentative in Canada, thinks country 
should do something big about a 
drama league. 

Jimmie Thompson crashes the 
syndicates with his hockey care 
toons. ‘Horses’ Ayres cuts in with 
his ‘Turfoddities.’ 


Minneapolis 


Rain put dent in unemployment 
fund benefit. 

L. E. Goldhammer, predecessor, 
occupying post at New York. 

Frank Mantzke, veteran Radio 
film salesman, going to Universal. 

Publix using ‘mystics’ in uptown 
houses to tell patrons’ fortunes free. 

Eddie Kueppers, Publix publicity 
department, smashed car in colli- 
sion. 

Concerts drawing big in spite of 
depression. Lawrence Tibbett sang 
to 5,000 last week. 

Hal Daigler, Publix city manager, 
never plays stock market. The re- 
sult—he’s buying 16 cylinders. 

Leo Blanck, formerly at Omaha, 
now at helm of local Warner 
Brothers-First National exchange. 

A. Sharon reopening his Glen- 
wood theatre, neighborhood, with 
new decorations, seats and sound. 

Business at Fox, Universal and 
Warner Brothers exchanges here 
said to be ahead of last year despite 
depression. 

Closing of RKO Seventh Street 
Monday leaves two loop first run 
houses dark. The other is the Pub- 
lix Century. 

First six-day bicycle race here 
drew 60,000, grossed over $27,000, 
netting $4,500 profit. Will be re- 
peated next year. 

Victor Jory replacing Ben Erway 
as Bainbridge dramatic stock lead- 
ing man at Shubert. Dorrit Kelton 
and Don Kohler also out. 

Taxicab operators appealing to 








city council for legal right to 
charge 25% less than minimum 
prescribed by ordinance. Say they 


can’t get enougn business at rates. 

Probate ccurt has appraised e€S- 
tate of late M. L. Finkelstein, for- 
mer partner in Finkelstein & Ru- 
ben, who sold theatre chain to Pub- 
lix, at $814,831. Personal property 
of $775,331.94 consists mostly ° 
theatre ‘ommon stocks. 

Local veteran newspaper ae 
porter, accused by police chief be- 
fore grand jury with having threat- 
ened ‘fireworks’ if they pinched 4 
notorious blindpigger, has provide 
the ‘fireworks’ by charging whole- 





sale graft in police department. 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


write to those that you know in 


nac. 


* tommy Abbott a little under the 


weather. 

Allie 

eurisy. 
sc Carman, nerves all shot, 
may. bed it for a while. 

If the Siamese Twins had T. B., 
would it be fourberculosis? 

Kitty Flynn packing up, going to 
Broadway for the holidays. 

Andrew Molony went back to bed, 
glight cold, nothing serious. 

Edith Cohen took that nerve op- 
eration like a vet, 100% successful. 

pr. Lucy Sikorsky is the new 
lodges’ medico, much like all around. 
Angela Papulis got up, first time 

a year, kinda’ encouraging, eh. 
Speaks raided here account to 
much noise. Joy water unmolested. 

Ethel Clouds coming around okay. 
Playing rummy and downtowning 
Mt jarry English still fighting that 
bed thing. Up for mild exercise at 
times. ; 

Martha Growald improving daily. 
Now. taking up French, read but no 

eak. 

Puss Kelly doing well, but nurs- 
jig a left wing. Dice throwing as 
it were, ; 

John Louden picking up French, 
expects to visit Montreal, He's at 
his best, so is his frau. 

The pee-wee golf course at Tru- 


Bagley nursing a little 


in 


déaus’ has caddies to carry the 
clubs—and the patients. 
Lillian Zeigler, newcomer, slap- 


ping on weight aplenty, reaction to 
the cure very favorable. 

Mike McMamee earing to a new 
radio, Mike is a 24-hour-a-day bed 
patient and holding his own, doing 
well. 

‘Bessie Purdy left the lodge after 
a four-month stay here, gone to 
California to lap up more cure and 
different things. 

George Neville, acrobat and man 
about town, gets a 100% X-ray okay 
report. Looks like the flip-ups will 
get that boy soon. 

Joe Lang anticipates a radio en- 
gagement, as he has about licked 
that cure thing. Adding another cell 
to jail here, making two. 


Louis Rheingold, newcomer in the | 


hilltop city, licking up the ozone at 
the.Clancy cottage, Trudeau, N. Y., 
auspices Jewish Guild, incipient 
case, just run down. 

Mae Delany, sunshine gal of the 
ledge; after a steady siege of a 
three-year bed thing, left for New 
York on an ease the nerves trip. 
Mother’ accompanied her, 

-Jack Lewis staged one of the best 
comebacks ever witnessed in the 
lodge. Leaves for the strect-of- 
chance an arrested case with the 
okay to resume work, one year did 
the trick. 

Ida Howard, the comeback girl of 
the san, who is now batting at 82 
ringside, much on the okay side, a 
year of 100% bedding it, now on 
short exercise. Why don’t ya’ write 
this gal if you know her? 

Phyllis Milford, the pep curing 
eal of the lodge, who has staged a 
complete comeback and now on lim- 
ited exercise, packing up her pret- 
ties for a street-of-sighs vacation, 
expects to be with ma and pa for 
the holidays. 

Jack Hirsch, that Boston hebe 
comique and known here as Sara- 
nacs good cheer boy, here for a 
week-end, spreading joy and tell- 
ing how Mickey Alperts saved his 
life by keeping him away from a 
half-shot hostess. 

Vaudeville in the flesh made its 
@ppearance at the Palace, Lake 
Placid. A comique told “Why does 
& chicken cross the street.” Na- 


| tives went wild. Vaudeville had been 


away so long from Placid the gag’s 
new now up here. 

Tony Curley, late manager Diana 
dance hall, a 14th street, N. Y. C., 
emporium of mirth, is a new comer 
at the Clancy cottage, Trudeau, N. 
al Some whaling of this Adiron- 
: ck ozone will do that little thing 
or him, incipient. 
wit bridge party and entertainment 
= given by Parnell LaTour, well- 
ee m.c. Among those attend- 
Te was Helen O’Reilly, Marion 

raat f Helen Brush, Lawrence 
¥0 arthy, Arthur White, Nate Gil- 

y and Benway in the flesh. 

A Prince and Princess Taka- 
a of Japan were on theiz U. S. 
it. they found out that Harry 

‘ a and Dick Kuni were pa- 

~ here at the N. V. A. lodge, 
rn of these curing boys received a 

Sonal letter from the prince with 





mess of y 
*closed. yens and good wishes 
Buffalo 
By Sidney Burton 
Sauce on the Shubert-Teck front. 
a Pr cothoods double-featuring— 
Ann Cori 
her shake. back at Gayety for an- 


John McCormack 
saksgiving Eve. 
; niness tough both downtown 
Cour neighborhoods. 
Street (Shea) showing sec- 
n film this week for first 


to capacity 
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time, Neighborhood exhibitors are | 

grumbling re Shea-Publix protec- | 

tion demands. 

Jack Valentine orchestra opened 

for dinner and supper dancing at | 

Hotel Statler. 
Al Kaufman, former manager | 


Great Lakes, dividing time between | 


| 


Binghamton and Rochester Loew | 
houses. | 

Joe Cook’s two-day engagement | 
at Erlanger Friday anda Saturday 


puts Buffalo in ‘sticks’ class. Busi- 
ness capacity. 

Louis Jacobs recovered $14,000 in | 
Supreme Court back commissions 
due on sales for Jacobs Bros., ball | 
park and burlesque theatre conces- | 
sionaires. 

Postoffice and University officials | 
both labeled Winchell’s radio com- 
ment on the ‘Bison,’ University of 
Buffalo student publication, all wet. 
Walter had postoffice banning pro- | 
duction and student editors sus- 
pended because of obscene copy. 
Postmaster and faculty denied ban | 
and suspension. | 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 

Nite spots starving. 

Hockey in full blast. 

Roxy Nite Club breaks again. 

Harvey Cocks‘ office looks swell. 

Barney Rapp has a trick Stude- | 
baker, 

Plantation Tavern new dine and | 
dance. | 

Marty Dale into New York head- 
quarters. 

Fred Stone’s old ranch will never 
look the same. 

‘Smiling Faces’ 
premiere 7 


due here for 
Dec. 7. 
Those Yale boys gave Jack Oakie 
a good time here. 
Sam Yaffe now pounding ivories 
in Par stage band. 


; New Year’s Eve reservations. 


Mary Stewart, F. & M. ‘Sketches,’ 
spent a week in local hospital. 

Tom Clark has a piece of Har- 
vard goal-post from Yale game. 

Hearing some nice things about 
Lew Schaefer’s work in Stamford. 

Three new amateur groups head- 
ed by Mildred Karch of Yale Drama. 

Griffith boy at Roger Sherman 
chip of old block—father was with 
Poli. 

Any truth in rumor aheut Char- 
lotte McQuiggan taking herself a 
mate? 


Howard Durand, ‘Five Musical 


Durands,’ celebrated golden wed- 
ding here. 
Next thing you know Henry 


Busse will have his dog trained to 
lead his band. 

Victor Hyde staging local talent 
‘Frolic’ here this week with F. & 
M. contract as prize. 

Yale and Vassar dramatists com- 
bined to present four Thornton Wil- 
der one-act plays Yale theatre. 

Does Bing Crosby remember 
when he sang bass in quartette 
with Kearney Walton for 40 bucks 
per? . 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 





Thurston, the magician, on the 
air. 

Community Chest goes over top 
by 11%. ; 

Thomas, Capitol, seen chatting 


with Benson, Palace. } 
Merchants get an early start with 
Christmas gift advertising. 
Duke Ellington scheduled for one 
night stand at music hall here. 
More than $7,000 raised by all 
theatres for unemployment fund. 
Regal, Warner, now playing sec- 
ond run for the first time. Princess 


dark. : 
Jack Sanson, Strand, New Brit- 


ain, is recovering from recent 
operation. ; 
Capitol runs charity matinee 


tickets for foodstuffs only. The food 
distributed to needy. 

Jack Oakie, scheduled to appear 
at the Publix Allyn for benefit per- 
formance, wired his regrets. 

Morgan Memorial, founded by 
J. P. Morgan, showing films from 
Europe every Friday and Saturday 
M viret visit of Metropolitan Opera 
stars with Rosa Ponselle and Gigli 
nets Bushnell Memorial $31,000, big- 
gest receipt in history of place. 

Trinity College presentation, 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ with New 
York cast, goes over with full house 
at ritzy Horace Bushnell memorial. 

William Montgomery Clemens, 
71, author and newspaper man and 
biographer of Samuel Clemens 
(Mark Twain), dies at Ocean 
jrove, N. J. 
enoaie from the opening per- 
formance of Winchell Smith's ‘The 
Tadpole’ will be given to the Con- 
necticut Children’s Aid Society, or- 


| outers, paying in grub. 


Note to Walter Stuart — that 
chain thing was a flop. 
Nite spots already plugging for | 





ganizat-on founded by the play- 





wright’s mother. 


Dalle {boys in his family 
S } has two sisters. How many are in 





By Rudy Donat 





remodelling. 

Cig tax brings new racket, boot- 
legging fags. 

Showhouse 
with a $1 top. 

Charlie Webb’s new post, 
surer, for Majestic. 

Papes giving $2 
(Dec. 3-6) a big hand. 

Speaking of irony, 
soft drinks convention. 

City giving jobs to down-and- , 


making the grade 


opera season | 


town had a 


‘Crazy Quilt,’ Billy Rose show, 
definite for muny, Dec. 26. 

John Rosenfield, ‘News,’ review- 
ing plays for the femme clubs. 

Louise McCraw writing 


some 


Leslie Wilkes dropping from the 


sorta history on local Little theatre. | 


| indie field for cooling systems, with 
| office here. 


Melrose, once ritzy apt. 
soes under the hammer Jan. 1, $1,- 
50,000 red. 

Loose bands in for dance hall 


war, with customers ‘taking ad- 
vantage of the free nights. 

Maury Madison, native composer, 
writing tunes to poems of presi- 
dents’ wives. Including Mrs. Hoover. 

Eddie Barr, ‘Dispatch’ drama 
scribbler, assigned to special fea- 
tures on state penitentiary. That's 
how versatile a panner’s got to be 


|in this burg. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 


J. M. Rutherford, pappy. 
Ed Fitzpatrick fell for a new car. 


New anonymous column in ‘Chron- 
icle.’ 

Dudd Williamsons have adopted a 
baby boy. 

Dick Arnold lost a lotta teeth. to 
his dentist. 

Sally Sweet, from films, warbling 
at the Bal Tabarin. 

Christmas card sales just a third 
of last'year’s to date. 

Morey Amsterdam leaves the War- 
field with Rube Wolf. 

Lou Archer and Warren Jackson 
breaking in a new act. 

Phil Friedman can’t stand hear- 
ing anyone call it ’Frisco. 

Mother of Walter Sachs, N. Y. 
agent, buried here this week. 

Jack Keough to WCAE; Philadel- 
phia, for Hearst radio service. 

Belmont dog track’ doing good 
biz; Tanforan, ponies, only fair. 

Don George fishes every Monday 
off Billy Knox’s miniature yacht. 

Charlie Koerner married in Texas. 
His former secretary now the 
missus. 

Western winners of the Atwater 
Kent. audition are Eleanor Coryell 
and Andrew White. 

Louis Greenfield’s will leaving 
$800,000 to widow being contested 
by mother and a brother, 

E. J. Caldwell, mgr. of Holly- 
wood’s Hotel Roosevelt, up on a 
good will tour of the hotels. 

Guy hawking gin on the sidewalk 
in front of the Hotel St, Francis 
strangest sight of Big Game night. 

Those Pluto 24-sheets with the 
rotund mugg and the effeminate 
young gent are the laugh of the 
town, 

George Mann, former owner of 
Redwood theatres, sold to Hughes- 
Franklin, married to Vivian Hal- 
vorson. 

Ben Lyon, Mrs. Lionel Barrymore 
and Bebe Daniels’ mother, up for 
Bebe’s opening in ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ at 
the Alcazar, 

Fortunio Bononova in ‘Silent 
Witness’ at the Curran is Sydney 
Franklin, Brooklyn matador, who 
did a lot of fancy buli fighting in 
Spain and Mexico last year. 

Jimmie Walker, A. C. Blumen- 
thal, former West Coast chief; Mor- 
ton Downey with his frau, Barbara 
Bennett, among those on the ‘Free 
Mooney’ expedition here from New 
York, 





Indianapolis 


By H. Gene Haynes 





John Shaw now playing trumpet. 

Charlie Davis and Fritz Morris 
back from Europe. 

Ringling Brothers leased 946-acre 
farm at Peru for use of Wallace- 
Hagenbeck outfit. 

Joe Duren has joined the Snyder 
band now at Indiana roof. 

He’s a sax player and the young- 
est in the family. Every member is 
some sort of a musician. 

Walter F. Easley, Greensburg, 
elected president of the Associated 


Theatre Owners of Indiana. 
Indianapolis theatre fans took 
$8,000 to the box offices of the 


Lyric, Indiana and Palace for un- 
employed. 


Figure this one out: Joe Duren 


lsays there are six and a half dozen 





| ranged 
Hughes closing Ritz Dec. 15 for | put on a show for the kids about 
| Xmas time. Proceeds to go to un- 


—. 


: 








and each boy 


the family. 
Sheriff Buck Sumner 
with circuses in 


has. ar- 
Peru to 








employed. 


A. C. Zaring, Indianapolis, vice- 
| president; Harry Markun, treas- 
urer, and Miss Helen Keeler, In- 


dianapolis, secretary. Charles R. 


trea- | Metzger was continued as general 
} counsel. 
Duke Ellington booked at Indiana | 


for week Dec. 11. He may double 
on Indiana roof final night. While 
Ellington is in Charlie Davis and | 


his gang will switch to Cirele. Da- 
vis went back to Indiana .Thanks- 


|giving Day. 


St. Paul 


First cold wave here; 10 above. 
Don Alexander has a new Pontiac. 
Alky jumps from 


Winter’s here! Cy Stroud moves 
next door to his suburban Park, 

Joe Rosenfield spent. Thanksgiv- 
ing in Sioux City-——and that’s all. 

RKO President and Shubert, stock 


house, dark indef starting Satur- 
day. 
Unemployed . drive brings -the 


chimneys and Santas out two weeks 
early. 

Drug clerk beat Ray O’Connell to 
a loop corner and wrecked latter's 
Phoard, 

Larry Boardman, legman, gets a 
twelfth of California uncle's $2,000,- 
000 estate. 

Unemployed benefit filled. the Or- 
pheum, 60-cent house, with the 50- 
cent customers, 

‘Pop’ Cameron and unit gave $20 
to start local daily’s fund for crip- 
ples’ Christmas. 

Jack Dempsey opening fights in 
city’s new 14,000-seat auditorium 
Dec. 11 at a $1 to $3. 

Frank Newell, Chi railroad. p.a., 
elected again .as -Elks’ Santa for 
orphans show at RKO: Orpheum. 

Dinty Moore, News cameraman, 
back on job after two-month strug- 
gle with stomach ulcers at vets’ 
hospital. 

Governor Olson names commit- 
tee of 100 business men. for state- 
wide fund of $1,000,000 to help Min- 
nesota unfortunates outside of St. 
Paul, Minneapolis. and., Duluth, 
which. have community chests. 





Denver 


Flood lights to surround county 
jail. 

Jas. Hughes, RKO salesman, now 
with Universal. 

Marion ~ Shockley of 
stock horseback fan. 

Reflectors must be on rear of 
every auto, under law. 

For first time auto drivers must 
have license in Colo. 50c. 

Mike Smith, booker for U. S. 
army posts, here booking films, 

Twenty building trades take 
124%% cut on three-year contract. 
‘Each barber here giving three 
haircuts free weekly to unemployed. 

Muny auditorium insured for only 


Denham 


$60,000. To be increased to $340,000. 
J. S. Hadden, publicity, Para- 
mount, to Salt Lake as manager 


Victory. 

W. A. Haefliger, formerly Bruns- 
wick manager, now salesman for 
Warner Bros. 

Mary Woods Beatty, KOA solo- 
ist, goes to Frisco as staff soprano 
for NBC studios. 

Members of the F. & M. ‘La 
Plaza’ idea sold ‘News’ one day for 
community chest. 

‘Apple Cart’ at Broadway, this 
week. Tour backed by Arthur M. 
Oberfelder of Denver. 

R. J. Garland, former Columbia 
exchange manager, has taken the 
local agency for the RCA portable 
sound. 

Trial of George West, charged 
with confidence game in connection 
with ‘Six Nights in Paris’ post- 
poned to Dec. 2. 

R. C. Ryan, former Pathe sales- 
man, married Opal Park, Casper, 
Wyo., girl at Santa Fe, N. M. Spent 
honeymoon at Juarez, 

Bob Bailey (Ralph Jones), Para- 
mount organist, leaving, but Publix 
has not told him where he is go- 
ing. Organ to be silent. 

Eight hundred golfers’ protest 
raising of fee on muny links. City 
wants to do away with $12.50 an- 
nual, and keep 50c daily fee. 


G. C. Jones, traveling rep., Con- 
solidated Productions, Salt Lake, 
visited local office. C. C. McDer- 


mond, president, has resigned. 

Francis Hendricks, composer- 
musician, who divorced his wife in 
June to marry a 23-year-old Den- 
ver girl, is in Reno for a divorce. 

Cut-of-town exhibs seen on film 
row: Tom Love, Hanna, Wyo.; J. 
L. Wible, Limon, Colo.; J. K. Po- 
well, Palisades, Colo.; Wm. Menagh, 
Boulder, Colo., and Ed Schulte, Cas- 
per, Wyo. 





$7.50 to $10 a} 
hotel, | gal. as holidays approach. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Legit Ohio dark unttfl Dec. 6. 
Unemployment benefits drew $18,- 


000. 


Louise’s is' new rendezvous for 


town's literati. 


Robert McLaughlin opening new 


stock in Detroit. 


Ace Brigode follows Isham Jones 
in Golden Pheasant. 


Dave Schooler’s new Loew unit 


act panned by cricks. 


Frieda Caplane, Keith stenog, back 
from honeymoon in Chicago. 

Penny arcade to be opened by 
Humphreys at busy section. 

Log Cabin Four doubling between 
Music Box and RKO Paiace. 

Junior naval reserve band in de- 
mand for midnight previews. 

Phil Selznick likes to megaphone 
that he’s an uncle of Dave Selznick, 

An ex-pro actor sells best giggle- 
water in town—an ex-pug the worst. 

Barclay Leathem,' college profes- 
sor, turns actor in Play House opus. 

Milt Bryer, Cameo manager, 
bummed his. ride to the Big Gulch. 

Livingston Lanning of Palace 


| looks almost like a bank vice-presi- 


dent. 

Harry Levy, ticket-tearer at Ohio, 
is also prez of local bill-posters 
union, 


Harris Brothers burnt when they 


|}found Palace billing ’em as Harris 


Sisters. 

Franky Burns’ newest discovery 
at Plaza Club is. hoofer labeled Dot 
Le Roy. 

300tician covering newspaper row 
now will even sell it per drink off 
his hip, 

Charley Cooley, local stepper, back 


from Brooklyn with a wife under 
his arm, 
Manus McCaffery is pestering 


everybody with.a card-reading gag 
via phone. 

Black-and-tannery spot opened by 
Lucille Haines, former check gal at 
Club Madrid. 

Carlton Brickert, whose acting 
schoo] folded, now stocking it in 
Houston, Tex. 

Al Morgan, succeeded by Bill Grey 
at Ohio, has taken himself and fam- 
ily back to Manhattan. 

Ainsley Whittendale wore soft col- 
lars for J. J. Shubert’s visits. It 
helps the ‘yes-yessing.’ 

Indie Cameo pulled out ‘In Line 
of Duty’ after four days, substitut- 
ing ‘Morals for Women.’ 

Louie Yuhas,, State pianist, says 
it'll be wedding bells. when Thais 
Fredericks comes to town. 

Bill McDermott, ‘Peedee’ crick, 
gets his Sunday drama sermon out 
quicker by doing it. at home. 

Earl Carroll here to talk with 
Marx Brothers. about new “Vanities, 
but wouldn’t disclose outcome. 

Musie Box:and New China at war 
With rival bands and shows; but 
Lotus Garden still gets most-biz. 

Frederic: McConnell, Play House 
director, doing an: Alexander Wooll« 
cott in ‘Androcles and the Lion.’ 

Terri Josefovits, . local piano 
pounder, home .after: being held in 
N. Y. as witness in Fujimura affair. 

Joe Hughes and Lefty Bowes, 
State stagehands, staked stranded 
chorine to meals and ticket back to 
New Yawk. 

Tom Donahue’s musickers have 
moved with Frank ‘Menace into his 


new spot. Flo Luccioni taking over 
Monace’s old site. 
Week’s laugh: Phenomena pre- 


dicted Franklin Roosevelt will be 
elected prez, but Koran, riva] astrol- 
oger, 
Hoover. 





New England 


Cool weather welcome. 

Rosa Ponselle,: visiting her home 
town, Meriden, Conn. 

Impersonating radio artists new 
craze for local shows. 

Doris Kenyon sings in concert at 
Clark University, Worcester. 

There’s an Oscar Zilch, Jr., in 
Little Rhody. Yes, there is, too. 

New Britain, Conn., has 43 dance 
halls and police say they gotta be 
spruced up. 

Billy Hayes, screen kid actor, is 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Hayes of New Bedford. 

Somerville, Mass., claims to be the 
Heart of New England. Maybe that 
won't start some arguments. 

Robert I. Smith, WTAG news 
broadcaster, donned a Smith Bros. 
makeup for a home talent show. 

License granted to reopen the 
old Saugus, Mass., race track for 
horse and auto racing next summer. 

Little Rhody, which has its own 
dry law, has a State assayer of 
liquors and he says the seized stuff 
is mostly poor stuff. 

Seventy quarts of imported (pre- 
prohibition) wines and liquors 
stolen from New Milford, Conn., 
home of Leopold (Symphony) Sto- 
kowski., 

Louis Levine raised $600 at the 
jobless benefit show at his Elms, 
Chicopee, and in a similar endeavor 
Morris Silverman of the Palmer, 
Palmer, turned over $70.50. 

Robert Craig of Plainfield, M1., 
will give a home to the bear that 
Ethel Barrymore presented to the 
City of Fall River several years 
ago, if the city, which is trying to 
get rid of Bruin, will pay the 





freight. 





laid his money and rep on. 
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Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 


Football attendance way off. 

Merchants thankful for trade re- 
vival. 

Zelaya broadcasting from WHO- 
woc. 

Charity day for 
poned. 

‘Michael and Mary’ for commun- 
ity players. 

‘Frankenstein’ opened RKO Or- 
pheum Thanksgiving. 

Princes going to vaude and pic- 
tures. House to be wired. 

The $40,000 ransom reported paid 
on local kidnapped gambler precipi- 
tated a vice clean up. 

Two million dollar Fourth of July 
fire at Spencer responsible for anti- 
fireworks ban in 38 Iowa towns. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 


theatres post- 





Ora O. Parks now press rep for 
Shuberts here. 

Six-day bike races booked for 
Garden in January. 

Larry Flint in pit at RKO Bos- 
ton, five men added. 

Lina Basquette nightclubbing it 
at the Cocoanut Grove. 

Local Walter Winchells being let 
zo by the local sheets. 

Felice Leeds, ‘Brookline society 
girl,’ at the Copley theatre in ‘Three 
Times the Hour.’ 

Elias M. Loew has filed suit 
against Paramount-Publix, alleging 
violation of anti-trust laws. 

New York corporation after the 
Wilbur, formerly operated by the 
Shuberts, as a newsreel theatre. 

‘Follies’ due at the Colonial Dec. 
7 for two weeks. Ziegfeld’s new 
show with Bert Lahr due to fol- 
low. 

Bill to legalize horse race bet- 
ting, which would open Readville 
and other defunct tracks, filed in 
legislature. 

Ralph Morrison managing new 
South Station theatre, which fea- 
tures short subjects for the train- 
waiting crowds. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 


All nabes going strong. 

Highjackers plenty busy. 

Wine bricks fashionable and law 
not objecting. 

The Erie theatre opened at Ant- 
lers, Okla., Nov. 19. 

Starrett Brothers say they will 
erect a new $1,000,000 theatre here 
next year, and Publix can have the 
option. 

A successful man in Oklahoma is 
a fellow who can make enough 
money to satisfy his second wife 
and pay alimony to his first. 

Oklahoma City girl who used to 
marry a man to reform him now has 
a daughter who figures two can go 





Lexington, Ky. 


By Charles G. Dickerson 


Charity benefit shows flopped. 

Horowitz, pianist, next on concert 
series. 

Midnight shows at Ada Meade get 
real burlesky. 

Kentucky-Tennessee football em- 
broglio Thanksgiving filled town 
with visitors and helped box of- 
fices. 

Town got big thrill out of wed- 
ding of Lady Mary Heath, British 
aviatrix, and George Anthony Regi- 
nald Williams. 

KE. R. Bradley’s one-day race 
meeting for Kentucky orphans 
grossed $25,000. All goes to kiddies 
without red tape or reservation. 

Opera House manager cited to 
police court because he permitted 
overcrowding by allowing patrons 
to fill up the aisles and standing 
room; 10c films, cause. Case filed 
away on promise to rectify matters. 

News bureau that handled racing 
news by telegraph closed by police. 
Every handbook in town hard hit 
as a result. News bureau operator 
held to grand jury, while bookies 
must wait for late papers for rac- 
ing results, etc. Clean up, which 
came after city election, biggest in 
years in this town, long a soft spot 
for 30 to 40 books operating the 
year around. 





By Rex McConnell 
Four banks still closed. 
Benefit shows net nice sum. 
yeorge Brown, Meyers Lake Park 
exploiter, off to Chicago for annual 
parks confab. 
Commercial radio off at WHBC, 
but expected to show improvement 
with approach of holiday season. 
‘Repository,’ only local daily, 
jumps amusement ad rate to $1.50 
an inch, resulting in all theatres 
reducing space. 
Commo.—-vealtk plan stock at 
Grand Opera house nets .23 stage 
hands and musicians better than 
$40, fourth week. 
Annual Canton-Massillon high 
football battle draws smallest 
crowd in years, but team finishes 
season out of the red. 
Vote recounts give East Liver- 
pool Sunday shows after issue was 
declared lost, but bans shows in 
Bellaire by a single vote. 


Billy Sunday has the best ex- 


ploited shown in town, drawing bet- 
ter than 8,000 daily at municipal 
auditorium. Collections halted this 
week when campaign is off the nut. 
Sunday gets his last week of five 





to the devil as cheaply as one. 


weeks’ campaign. 











FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIRE MORGAN 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
In 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam, W. 42 St. Evs.8:30. Mts. Wed.-Sat. 


MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard  ilovelier 
music in its life.’’—Gabriel, American. 
GLOBE Thea., B’way, 46th St. Evs. 8:30. 
Good Balc. Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.50. 
Matinees Wednesday and Saturday, 2:30. 


REAL COMEDY HIT! 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 
48th, FE. of Bway 

PLAYHOUSE Evenings 8:45 

Evs. Best Seats $3. Mats. Wed., Sat., 2:30 











GILBERT MILLER presents 
HELEN HAYES in 


MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“Is one of the few triple-starred, im- 
mediately recommendable entertainments 
in town.’’—Gilbert Gabriel, N. ¥. Ameri- 
eun. 

HENRY MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:30. 





JOAN and CLARK 


Crawford Gable 
“POSSESSED” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Revur—tTrixie Friganza— 
Bunchuk, Orch. 


APITO B’WAY & 


Slet St. 











Broadway an 
47th Street P 


wisecracks.’ 
—News. 


SUICIDE FLEET 
BILL BoYD—R 
JAMES GLEAS 


MAYFAIR 


“Ful lof action and funny 


ON—GINGER ROGERS 






< Broadway and 
47th Street 
EDDIE GEORGE 
CANTOR & JESSEL 


BENNY MEROFF & BAND 
JANET READE 
BUBNS & ALLEN 
Matinee Daily, 2:20 Sth WEEK! | 
$8: Near Lexington Avenue 
Continuous Shows 


Wednesday to Friday, Dec. 2 te 4 
IRENE DUNNE in 
“CONSOLATION 
MARRIAGE” 


“LASCA OF THE RIO GRANDE” 


Bet. Lex. and 3d Ave. 
661.$1. Continuous Shows 
Wednesday to Friday, Dee. 2 te 4 


LOU HOLTZ 


and ether RKO ACTS 


IRENE DUNNE 
“CONSOLATION MARRIAGE” 

























“SURRENDER” 


with WARNER BAXTER 


On Stage—3 Big Scenes—‘‘1812 OVERTURE” 
Symphony Orchestra—Roxy:ttes—Baliet 





Beginning Friday, “The Cuban Love Song,’’ with 
Lawrence Tibbett, Lupe Velez and Jimmy Durante 


O xX Y 60th St. & Tth Ave. 
The World's Theatre 





RKO Proxy Hint 


(Continued from page 3) 
into the market of late by small 
holders. Any number of RKO 
stockholders hold five shares or less. 
It is thought that in the recent de- 
cline of the RKO quotation to un- 
der 10 and then 5 and then 3, thou- 
sands of shares have been taken up 
merely for the speculative side of 
a stock that is now no higher on 
the Stock Exchange board than its 
top admission to its own RKO 
Palace theatre on Broadway. One 
of the RKO gags currently is what 
would the tressurers of the Palace 
do if a stockholder offered two 
shares of RKO at the box office for 
two seats at the Palace show? 


Must 


A mandatory order in the na- 
tional canvass is that the staffs re- 
ceiving instructions to go after 
proxies shall lay aside all other 
RKO business until that portion of 
the daily work has been performed. 
No substitute financing plan has 
been reported submitted to RKO by 
its own or other committees, in- 
cluding the committees of stock- 
holders formed. None is expected, 
it is stated, but it is repeated that 
if an agreeable financing layout to 
replace the presently proposed one 
comes forward, it will be accept- 


able, 


Must and Haste 
In the letter of general advice sent 
out Nov. 28 to RKO offices and divi- 
sional heads, in which throughout 
is emphasized the need for proxies 
and haste, the following paragraphs 
end the lengthy missive: 

I cannot impress upon you too 
strongly the vital importance to 
RKO, and to your future as a 
member of its organization, of 
your promptly entering upon and 
vigorously following up the work 
described in this letter. There is 
only one week during which the 
entire job must be done, as the 
proxies must be received by the 
home office by Dec. 9. During this 
week all RKO branch exchange, 
vaudeville exchange and theatre 
employees throughout the country 
will be engaged in this undertak- 
ing. 

The officials of RKO and its en- 
tire staff at the home office during 
the last two weeks have been en- 
gaged day and night in an effort 
to make possible the immediate 
refinancing of the corporation, 
which is vitally necessary. 

The subject matter of this let- 
ter is the most important work for 
any RKO employee between now 
and Dec. 10, and must be given 
precedence over all other business 
and engagements, unless the de- 
ferring thereof would be seriously 
detrimental te the organization. 

Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 30. 

In this.town of the electric com- 
panies it is claimed there are 1,600 
to 1,700 stockholders of RKO. 

Average holdings per person es- 
timated at eight shares. 








Coast Secret Confab 


(Continued from page 3) 
salaries at other studios. This is 
necessary if any successful effort is 
to be made to ignore option terms 
and avoid revision upward. It is fig- 
ured that a star will renew at cur- 
rent rates if realizing other offers 
will not be forthcoming. 

Cutting Product 

Another report, which is given 
credence but which cannot be veri- 
fied, is to the effect that all studios 
will enter into an agreement to cur- 
tail their production schedules for 
next season, cutting below the pres- 
sent release total. As a further pro- 
duction reduction, each company 
will join a co-operative movement 
whereby other studios will be ad- 
vised as to the stories each studio 
intends to purchase to the end that 
no other studio will bid up the prices 
of stories desired. 

The effect of these confabs is to 
be seen at every studio, where ex- 
ecutives are in a huddle to effect 
stil further reductions and econo- 
mies in purchase and production. 
One result is letting out an employee 
the minute his assignment is fin- 
ished instead of continuing him on 
the payroll for the next picture. 
This is particularly true of the writ- 
ers. Fox is the latest to follow the 








Columbus 


By Walt Harvest 


Cherry Cherrington goes in for 
chess. 

Stock burlesque so toned down 
it’s funny. 

Bob Joseph 
newshound. 

Edith King hogging front pages 
in publicity. 

Quietest Thanksgiving Day for 
amusements. 

Harrold Eckert voted most eligi- 
ble newshound by theatre men. 

Johnny Jones all smiles as South- 
ern plays first night to standees. 

Charley Williams decides to stay 
on the ground through the winter. 

Benefit shows for relief city 
heavy on ticket sales, but audiences 
small, 

Convicts at Ohio pen making 
model ship for Duke Clark in ap- 
preciation of work on entertain- 
ments for them. Duke to place ship 
in rooms of new Variety club. 


Easton, Pa. 
By A. M. Powell 


Pennsylvania blue laws forgotten 
last two Sundays with theatres 
filled for benefit performances. 

‘Sox’ Seibold, Boston Braves’ 
veteran hurler, operated on here 
for appendicitis and doing well. 

Football season over and students 
now expected to see pictures after- 
noons instead of watching the team 
practice. 

Local benefit for scholarship for 
Paul Shocker, young violinist of 
Easton studying in New York. Boy 
took part in concert. 

Busses and railroads fighting for 
patronage to New York by running 
special excursions. R. R. charging 
$1 for return trip for first time 
since 1910. Regular fare $5.34. 
Busses charging $2 for round trip. 

Two New York hotels are offering 
a three-day trip to New York to 
the natives for $10, to include 
room, meal, sightseeing trip, visit 
to Roxy and view from Chrysler 
Tower. Hotels are President and 
Plymouth. 


concert - goingest 








growing custom of dismissing the 
writers the moment their scripts are 
completed. Several were let out this 
week following the completion of 
their stints. 


Jack Warner Insistent 


Jack Warner held a conference 
with all executive heads Friday, in 
the course of which he announced 
with positiveness that if Warners 
were to continue in production the 
executives must execute still fur- 
ther economies, including not buy- 
ing anything they can possibly do 
without and not carrying on the 
payroll a single person in excess of 
the actual current needs. During 
the coming week all departments 
will be combined, to further reduce 
the manpower required. 





‘Roulette Wheel’ Dates 


(Continued from page 1) 


wives of name acts going into these 
spots insist on an understanding the 
house will not permit their hus- 
bands to gamble. 


Failure of the majority of regular 
nite clubs in New York and else- 
where to pay salaries, and the gen- 
eral rundown condition of the nite 
club business, is driving the cream 
of floor acts to the ‘Roulette Wheel.” 
If a nite club is losing, the show 
must wait for its money, if getting 
it at all. If a gambling house is 
losing money on its games, that is 
no fault of the talent. 


Taking Care of Show 


Big-time gamblers’ liberality ex- 
tends to the show, also. They dig 
down on general principles or just 
to keep their records clean. 

Two or three shows a night, no 
matinees, are the usual require- 
ments, depending on local closing 
time arrangements. Salaries for the 
acts run from 50% to 75% higher 
than average floor or club rates. On 
top of the salaries, some smart tal- 
ent boosts their gross with tips and 
through sharing in customers’ win- 
nings when requested to. stick 
around ‘for luck.’ 

Most of the booking is done in 
New York through the club’s indi- 
vidual agents. With several of the 
agents buying for more than one 
place and exchanging attractions, a 
haphazard but somewhat co-opera- 
tive booking system has been de- 





vised for the ‘Roulette Wheel’ time. 





$= 


Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 





Ray Allison breaking into 


Print, 
Rumor of a hot nigl 
wien Sht club in the 
Ted Mack will replace 
the Par. Alberg at 
Betty Birch added to new 
the ‘Times.’ vs ee 


Toledo high ley 
Anthony Wayne. 

Ralph Phelps, radio ed.,, ‘Blade? 
took a crack at contests on theene 

More hunters than rabbits whes 
season opened. Five hunters killed 
in Ohio. é 

Dick Roberts one of most iy 
speakers since he made 
the Akron. 

With the Palace closed the RKO 
Rivoli has two marquees to ballye 
hoo its show. 

Frances Dale, stock player in To. 
ledo two years ago, returns with 
Granada players. 

The Richards heiress has taken 
up her abode with her parents, Mr 
and Mrs. Dick Richards, ‘ 

It’s about time Dallas got a new 
jail to beat that one at Fort Worth 
which this mugg was in two years 
ago come Dec. 5. 

Council in a jam. 


el bridge renamed 


nVited 
a trip on 


Certificate of 


election given to Edward De An- 
gelo, but a recount shows he lost 
to the crusading A. J. Lee by 9 
votes. f 


Louisville 


By W. M. Hall 





Co-operative Club 
joining Lions. 

Harry J. Martin, who brought le- 
git to Louisville again, ill. 

James L. Cusick, photographer, 
dead after injuries in St. Louis. 


‘Dynamic Life’ and ‘Kentucky 
City,’ two new mags, make appear- 
ance on newstands. 

Brown Theatre offered silver 
fvotball as trophy to most valuable 
player on U. of L. team. 

New heat record set here for No- 
vember 23 when thermometer hit 
74 degrees. Next day dropped 40 
degrees, 

With installment of Gov. Ruby 
Laffon not far off, thousands of 
Democratic job seekers are filling 
the mails. 

Louisville Theatrical Federation 
formed by Frank A. Greene, Fred 
K. Hespen and Elmer Hibbs, in- 
corporated for grand. 

Factions reach accord Musical 
Conservatory row. Conservatory 
will be operated by Walter K. Bel- 
knap. John L. Gruber ousted. 

Companionate marriage of Gor- 
dorn R. Kinsey and Mrs. Anne Viz- 
ner Kinsey, widely publicized in 
1928, when the bride pulled out for 
Frar.ce after 24-hour honeymoon, 
went on rocks. Mrs. Kinsey filed 
suit asking for divorce and alimony. 
Charges cruelty. 


ends up by 





Musicals in Cinemas 


(Continued from page 5) 


house stage would mark the first 
time a legit musical or revue has 
been abbreviated for pop price con- 
sumption on a four-a-day basis, 
Negotiations between the show’s 
management (Billy Rose) and B. & 
K. started last week. A decision is 
expected by today (Tuesday). 
Roxy After Names 

Nibbling of the Roxy at a legit 
stage transfusion, no matter if the 
‘Follies’ or the original musical idea 
remain unborn, amounts to a veiled 
acknowledgment that the theatre 
is going after name people for its 
rostrum to combat the Paramount. 
The Publix 43d street spot has been 
making an unusual splash on the 
‘in person’ angle lately, mostly from 
Radio, while the Capitol (Loew's) 
invariably plays a personality 
whenever the opportunity offers. 
Meanwhile, the Roxy has seldom ine 
serted a high priced act of pre- 
sumed drawing power, relying on 
its weekly stock company which 
may drop its ballet corps but re- 
tain Patricia Bowman, ballerina. 
The former vocal chorus is already 
out. 

The Fox house presumably fis- 
ures it must take action to combat 
the enticements at the Paramount 
and Capitol and figures the pre- 
Xmas period is as good time as any 
to take the leap. Situation is quit® 
apt to become a three-cornered con- 
test for talent, with the Roxy con- 
templating such added attractions 
as the Marx Brothers, Ruth Ettins, 
etc. 

The Roxy shortly will also have 
to figure upon the Radio City’s lay- 
out with its two big pop houses. 

The Capitol recently offered the 
Marxes $12,500 for a week but 
balked at the brothers’ request tor 
$15,000. Should the Roxy and Mars 
boys get together it will be an ope? 
declaration that the Fox theatres 
hat is in the ring. The Boswell 515° 
ters open there this Friday (+)- 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Hale’s Bold Hussies! 

The modern American girl with 
per uninhibited ways is getting 
quite a tst-tsting from the Capitol 
gtage show this weék. Of course 
the Capitol is not one to talk about 
a lady, put there’s nothing against 
preaching py horrible example. Fair 
and square it illustrates how ‘Good- 
night, Sweetheart’ is done in Ger- 
many, in Spain and in the States, 
and then lets the audience judge for 
itself the Yankee maidens’ need for 
a good talking to. 

In Germany a man says good 
night to a maid after a spiritual 
waltz, the fraulein modestly dressed 
in full gathered organdy. In Spain, 
good night follows a graceful tango, 
danced at a decent distance, the 
senorita a completely clothed gal in 
white fitted satin appliqued with an 
innocent black design. But the 
American girl, my, my. She shouts 
good night after her frenzied frame 
—its insistent curves scooped under 
with tricolored satin—has undulated 
its derriere and catapulted its ner- 
yous torso in happy abandon. 

To make the difference absolutely 
clear, the Chester Hale Girls dressed 
as replicas of the three original 
couples, return for the number's 
finale. When the three groups have 
simultaneously done their native 
dance, the German swains finish 
bowing over their partners’ hands in 
a courtly, formal kiss, the Spanish 
beaus have dropped to their knees 
to respectfully kiss the hems of 
their ladies’ skirts, but the Ameri- 
ean lads and lassies are in a candid 
clinch, 


Hints for Bar Maids 


Three things Marilyn Miller does 
mighty well in ‘Her Majesty, Love’— 
she smiles, she tangos, and, for a 
bar maid who scorns to so much as 
dance with a man without first 
promise of marriage, she assembles 
aremarkably handsome wardrobe. 

Though she lives in humble dig- 
gings, though she presses her own 
clothes, plenty of silver foxes are 
nestling in her closet. She’s just a 
little Berlin barmaid, but even for 
work her costumes are extraordi- 
nary, since she must always be pre- 
pared for Prince Charming. The 
night will come when a rich young 
customer will be driven to proffer a 
wedding band, and then she will put 
down her cocktail shaker and step 
to the dance floor in his arms. A 
dance floor, by the by, that magi- 
cally clears at her approach. 

And so her barmaid’s uniforms 
are dance dresses, ethereal, floating 
things with necklines that become 
angel’s wings. <A bit fluttery, per- 
haps, for first class drink mixing, 
but perfect knockouts for the sinu- 
@us movements of the tango, 


Germany Beyond Hope 


‘Sein Liebeslied’ (Europa), offers 
scant hope that the younger gen- 
eration now growing to womanhood 
in Germany will do anything about 
the deplorable style situation there. 
Its scene is a fashionable German 
boarding school, its sub-debs in- 
stead of fighting the good fight for 
ehic, slavishly follow the stodgy 
Style of their mothers. 

In bed as everywhere else they 
clutter themselves up with grace- 
less, utilitarian drapings. Chorus 
girls in German films are beset with 
& most unmaidenly modesty. They 
will only wear cellophane costumes 
on one condftion—that they first put 
on substantial cotton tights. 








Harlem Bored! Top That 


: Since now it’s smart to be bored 
n Harlem, too, dusky dancers are 
carefully excluding all native ex- 
eitement from their work. At pres- 
es they've gone in for approaching 

With that indifferent languor for- 
Merly the especial province of bur- 
ro que choruses. They go through 

os Steps, but they would hate to 
tite, the audience think they really 
maine dancing. The  brownskin 
at ns in ‘Hot Harlem,’ the revue 

the Broadway, are cool as A nglo- 


— No primitive joy is per- 
ed to mar their reserve. So 
alien 


ated have they become from 
Sem nrentors that now, when the 
Coiffure Porneo’ requires from them 
en: es of bushy black hair, they 
—s. get the effect by donning 
mach ; heir own hair has grown 

00 sleek and restrained. 
— languid _bronzes think it 
Seen” most amusing that they still 
,.. With Mississippi levee scenes. 
Eien, quaint to wear gingham 
tattereg and bandanas, overalls and 
Naive w1 Straw hats, for all those 
costume nite folks out front. Such 
©s are a little ridiculous with 


eyebrows that have been plucked to 
a single thin line and lips that have 
been blotted out to dainty cupid’s 
bows. 

They 
dancer that out-simpers any Nordic 
of the species they have, in the 
Three Sepia Songbirds, as rarefied a 
harmony trio as any three perfect 
ladies could produce. 
simple black velvet dress sophisti- 
catedly adorned with only a jet 
necklace is austere good taste, and 
her lyrics utterly well-behaved. 
Baby Cox has an agile abdomen, 
and so have the chorus, but then. so 
have the Albertina Rasch Girls. 
This new nonchalance in Harlem is 
something that calls for quick 
stamping out, or there’ll be no place 
left in the world where a person 
can be natural any more. 


Eats Her Cake, Wants It, Too 


The current flap mind will have 
little patience with the wrongs Joan 
Crawford fancies she’s suffering in 
‘Possessed.’ She goes about splash- 





ing tears all over her real pearls. 
The picture’s called ‘Possessed.’ 
isn’t it? And Clark Gable is the 


possessor, isn’t he? Then what’s the 
matter with Joan? Suppose tech- 
nically she has no right to a wed- 
ding band. Doesn’t she realize that 


a penthouse with Mr. Gable should | 


be ecstasy enough? 
marrying kind, too? 

Just a little country maiden, and 
a sulky one at that, she comes to 
the big city. The very first day a 
connoisseur of women looks at her 
.and tells her she has a warm mouth, 


Must he be the 


an intelligent brow, a short straight | 


nose and good eyes. Tacitly agree- 
ing with him, five minutes later she 
leaves his apartment with rich, im- 
portant Mr. Gable firmly in her 
grasp, a grasp from which he never 
escapes, 

She says she wants a rich man, 
explains that she doesn’t expect him 
to marry her, yet when she gets her 
way, like a woman she wants mar- 
riage, too. Bracelets, French les- 
sons, German lessons, soirees peo- 
pled by barons and counts, a liquor 
closet stocked with rare vintages, all 
this is hers. But she wants to meet 
the other men’s wives. She's a 
demon for self-improvement, and a 
glutton for self-pity. Well, the flaps 
don’t see anything to feel sorry for, 
but they see plenty to interest them. 


Classic Beauty Technique 


Ponderous and mysterious though 
they may be, not even the Germans 
can put real conviction into picture 
espionage. ‘Im Geheimdienst’ (Cos- 
mopolitan) tries to make its spy 
stuff ring true by eliminating ro- 
mance, but, though that’s a great 
improvement over American meth- 
ods, film audiences still can’t be- 
lieve that pictures would know all 
about the methods of the German 
secret service. It must be harder 
than that. 

Quite according to formula, ‘Tm 
Geheimdienst’ has its woman spy, 
too. If there really are such things 
as women spies, they surely look 
like Brigitte Helm. She has the 
requisite poise, the self-contained 
allure and the assured beauty and 
definite individuality that can make 
a picture memorable. Miss Helm 
is a lady who has studied carefully 
her good points and has wisely gone 
about making the most of them. 
Finding that she looks like a Roman 
goddess, she accoutres herself with 
classic draperies of great dignity 
and simplicity, and, because she has 
such confidence in herself, her 
highly individual clothes and coif- 
fure take on tremendous chic. Her 
face is like sculptured marble, and 
that’s the way she lets it be. No 
make-up, no pretty painted lips, no 
mascaroed eyelashes will turn Miss 
Helm into one of the mob. At first 
glance her severity causes the be- 
holder to pass her by, but little by 
little she fastens herself upon one’s 
consciousness until her unusual 
grace is dominant. 


Too True Blue 


‘Men in Her Life’ 
presents, in Lois Moran, a well- 
born girl who makes the mistake of 
behaving like one. It makes her too 
colorless. Hollywood, which knows 
its fans, has its own brand of ‘so- 





ciety’ girl, and audiences have 
grown fond of her extravaganccs. 
She's very hey-hey, very flashy, 


very willful, and that's just the way 

audiences want her. ; 
The Hollywood-style society girl 

deliberately wrecks the lives of the 





men who care for her; Miss Moran 


4 





Did You Know That— 





Anatole Freidland will give a 
party Wednesday night for 
Conrad Nagle and Edgar Allen 
Woolt....June Winchell leaves 
for Florida soon....Helen 
Menken was a picture in that 





can produce an adagio | 


Cora Green's | 


(Broadway), | 


riding habit in ‘The Merchant 
of Venice’....what with hub- 
by’s two million dollar trust 
fund, Mrs. Rudy Vallee doesn’t 
have to worry where her next 
box of eye shadow is coming 
from....Zelli’s is drawing 
mobs of women for lunch.... 
the Charles Einfelds are impa- 
tiently awaiting that overdue 
stork....Helen Ford looked 
cunning, Sunday night, at the 
| debate on dramatic criticism by 
Dudley Field Malone and John 
|| Anderson, she wore a small 
black hat and a light beige fur 
coat....Lewis Gensler was also 
there, looking very solemn, as 
usual....Robert Chisholm sang 
very well on the air last week 
-.--and how does it happen 
that no commercial hour has 
bought Marion Harris yet.... 
Joan Crawford gives a swell 
performance in her latest, pos- 
itively drawing sights from the 
ladies....Bill and Paul Fraw- 
ley were very much in evidence 
at the bike races Sunday night 
-».-Ona Munson may make a 
flying trip to Hollywood to 
visit Ernst Lubitsch, returning 
immediately to rehearse in the 
Irving Berlin show....Marion 
Spitzer looked very smart, 
walking down Broadway the 
other day, in a burgundy vel- 
vet ensemble and a small hat 
to match....the Herb Harris 
are away for a week’s trip.... 
Lilyan Tashman and Eddie 
Lowe were among the celebri- 
ties at the Mayfair Saturday 
night. 














does that, too, but not on purpose. 
The Hollywood kind is ruthless and 
arrogant; Miss Moran is reserved 
and gentle. Her clothes are simple, 
her bearing dignified, her manner 
gracious, her diction cultivated, her 
French effortlessly Parisian. The 
flaps can’t get stirred up about a 
girl like that. She’d be too hard to 
imitate, too subtle. It’s so much 
easier and much more fun being the 
Hollywood hoke sort. 





Ad Men Copping 


(Continued from page 1) 


dinarily stopped after getting the 
news. 


Window displays have gotten to 
look more like stage settings and 
the lighting of store windows is al- 
most a duplicate of stage lighting. 
A window trimmer today has to 
know as much about spotlights as 
draping a figure. 

Out here where weather condi- 
tions permit more outdoor advertis- 
ing, statues and replicas of figures, 
automobiles, furniture, bottles and 
other whatnots to be had in stores 
are duplicated in plaster and set 
up on the highways. Outdoor light- 
ing of these objects is also handled 
in the prescribe@d manner of the 
theatre. 

One of the best displays in town 
is the stand of an automobile 
agency on Wilshire boulevard, 
where one car is displayed in a 
large frame similar to a painting. 
Lighting is indirect and spotted to 
bring out certain features of each 
model displayed. 

Department stores for Christmas 
have copped the cloth marquee 
hangings of the theatre to boost 
certain specials. One store in town 
changes the wording on the mar- 
quees daily, with a different article 
plugged. This is the first time a 
local store has used its marquee for 
a sales plug. 

Inside the stores half of the de- 
partments are built like stages, 
with the article being pushed dis- 
played to the _ best 
through lighting and placing. Only 
study of proper staging could bring 
these results, as stores in the past 
have always felt that everythin; 
i\for sale should get equal represen- 
tation. 

Head of the merchandising de- 
partment of one of the largest local 
|department stores admits he 

| borrowed half of his display ideas 
| trom local legit theatres, and espe- 
| cially presentation houses where a 
llot is happening on the stage, but 
| the center of attraction is one per- 
son, 

Executive claims that theatre 
methods are helping the sales in 





has 


advantage 








Uncommon Chatter 
By Ruth Morris 




















Par Anniversary 
Like the Roxy, the Paramount 
theatre is wary of placing emphasis 
fon a Thanksgiving season whose 
dubious, at best. In 


anniver- 





hie smiti . sw 
ounties are 


| stead, it observes its own 
| sary. 

The unit doesn’t altogether lack | 
|a patriotic flavor. Its smart back- 
iground utilizes gold and_ silver 
|} stripes that converge in a circlet of 
silver stars. Six show girls, in 
}gleaming cloth of gold and silver, 
}may be Godesses of Liberty carry- 
ing torches for the vanished mil- 
lions of Wall Street. The David 

Bines girls, fleet-footed messengers 
iin winged Mercury caps, stomp to 
Indian melodies. Just what the en- 
semble hopes to prove about the 
history of America or Paramount 
isn’t clear, but it’s a good attempt 
to look gay and gilded. 

Rid of their metal sheaths, the 
dancers return in tulle skirts of 
simple beauty, to wave ostrich fans 
in pretty, changing patterns. They 
go gay in scarlet and white pajamas 
to background a swell Kate Smith 
rendition of the St. Louis Blues. 
The old plaint seems red-hot and 
new the way Miss Smith does it. 
Her gown of black velvet proves 
that three-quarter sleeves can do 
much to compensate heavy shoul- 
ders, and cuts a dramatic outline 
against draperies of scarlet oilcloth. 





Bancroft, the Meany 


George Bancroft, whose stardom 
resulted from the adoration of 
feminine audiences, plays the ladies 
a mean trick in ‘Rich Man’s Folly.’ 
Fanettes overlooked the crimes im- 
posed upon him by racketeering 
yarns, their sympathies touched by 
a rough diamond who befriended 
puppy dogs and orphans. Mr. Ban- 
croft’s celebrated reverence of 
women convinced the ladies that he 
was not really bad at heart. 

Now, as a rich shipbuilder over- 
come with lust for power and 
wealth, Mr. Bancroft repays their 
compassionate understanding by 
evincing contempt for all women. 
Wives are merely creatures who 
will bear children—men-children to 
perpetuate the name of Trumbull 
& Son. Better that they should die 
than bring another woman into the 
world. When a daughter is born, 
she must starve for the affection of 
her father as she’s shunted off to 
nurseries and boarding’ schools. 
Fanettes aren’t going to put up 
with it. If Mr. Bancroft is going to 
be nasty as all that, he can just go 
find another audience. 

Only hard-boiled ladies can make 
headway with the new Bancroft— 
gold-diggers who sneer as haughtily 
as Juliette Compton and refuse to 
pawn their jewels to save him. 
Soft-hearted mothers and daugh- 
ters, like Dorothy Peterson and 
Frances Dee—the latter turning a 
badly written part into the best per- 
formance of her career—fight a los- 
ing battle against a nasty old 
meany who reforms too late to gatn 
fanette forgiveness. 


Roxy Snubs Tradition 


Things have come to a pretty pass 
when the Roxy fails to mention the 
Thanksgiving season. With no ma- 
jor blessings to be thankful for, the 
Roxy smashes tradition by ignoring 
Thanksgiving and hieing to Russia, 
as far away as pessible from na- 
tional holiday cheer. 

Deserting historical tableaux and 
the lusty chanting of the Pilgrim 
Fathers, the stage, proscenium box 
and orchestra platforms welcome 
sombre-eyed Tamara and a Rus- 
sian Choir intoning anthems of 
Slavic melancholy. The Roxyettes, 
lacking the joyous incentive to frolic 
as turkeys and pumpkins, become 
animated patterns of lace and 








jowery dull times despite the fact 
|that the theatres themselves are not 
| doing so well. 

Same thought is advanced by the 
jhead of one of the largest outdoor 
j}advertising companies on the coast, 
| who that what his company 
jlearned from the theatres influenced 
them to change from printed 24- 
sheets to specially-constructed and 
painted signs set with a grass-and- 
flower foreground. 

Advertising man says that his de- 
|signers get a load of all stage pres- 
entations in town and frankly ad- 
mits that they come away with 
some hot ideas. 


says 





smartly groomed Cossacks to whom 
the last Thursday in November is 
just another day. 


The wardrobe department cele- 
brates Thanksgiving in its own quiet 
way by being grateful for well-pre- 


| served costumes that may be taken 


out of stock to meet Fanchon 


and Marco emergency. 


any 


Sepia Goes Pale-Face 
The joint exploitation of ‘Hot for 
Harlem’ and ‘Are These Our Child- 
ren?’ writes a compact criticism 
that plantation mammies would ex- 
press if they could see their grown- 
up pickaninnies cutting up on the 
stage of the 86th Street. One look 
at the progeny that deserted the 
cotton fields for the Cotton Clubs, 


and the old folks at home would 
want to know ‘Are these our chil- 
dren?’ indeed. 


Daughters of Dixie who make up 
the cast of Bill Robinson’s Revue 
have completely assimilated North- 
ern ways. The taste of Neeka 
Shaw, Mary Prevail and the Girls 
of the Chorus runs to pale blue and 
white satin with trimmings of pink 
ribbands and pastelle organdies, 
They comb the kinks out of black 
hair to slick it down in orderly 
white-folks’ style. They sing quiet 
love songs, execute dances in pre- 
cise Tiller formation, They’ve come 
a long way from the Southland 
that gave the black race its rich 
extemporaneous harmonies. Only 
Bill Robinson’s cultured feet retain 
the primitive rhythms that express 
real sepia hot stuff in ‘Hot for Har- 
lem.’ 


Sailors’ Sweetheart Moves. 

‘Suicide Fleet’ has much to say 
of the sweethearts sailors prefer. 
There are the gals in many ports 
who, sparsely covered in harem 
veils and sequins, cluster six deep 
on the laps of visiting mariners. 
Thankless atmosphere, they’re the 
butt of nautical jokes that do not 
earn them program mention. 

Ginger Rogers is the nice home 
girl who rushes to the pier to cheer 
her boy friends off to France and is 
not above the love of an honest, 
able seaman. Miss Rogers, in her 
cheap little dresses and tweed coat 
belted in patent leather, is a con- 
vincing sailor’s sweetheart, but her 
choice of millinery is strangely 
psychic. Back in 1918 she knew 
that Eugenie hats would be the 
vogue in 1931 and, furthermore, had 
the courage to wear one, 


100% American Girl 

All the foreign atmosphere with 
which a picture may background its 
heroine won't convince audiences 
that Leila Hyams is anything but a 
straightforward American girl. 

The plot of ‘Surrender’ may make 
believe that Miss Hyams is Avelle, 
the descendant of an ancient Prus- 
sian family and be concerned bee 
cause she falls in love with a hand- 
some poilu; the costume depart- 
ment may clothe her in Continental 
tweeds and court velvet, but audi- 
ences know she’s only fooling. Her 
brisk, unmysterious manner, the 
well-rolled r’s of her speech, the 
regular American hairdressing 
waves of her blonde hair, insist 
that she’s 100% American ingenue. 





Not a Big Town Gal 

If Sally Blane wants to convince 
she’s a big-town gal week-ending 
in a rural hamlet, she'll have to 
select gowns more metropolitan 
than those in ‘A Dangerous Affair.’ 
Her frocks represent Country 
Cousin’s endorsement of the mail- 
order catalog. Her hats are dowdy 
and unbecoming. 

To accommodate creepy film 
scenes, Blanche Frederici is a be- 
liever in the occult who com- 
municates vyolubly with the dead, 
Miss Frederici’s voice contains the 
necessary sepulchral note. Susan 
Fleming registers terror prettily in 
a succession of inconspicuously 
smart costumes. 


(Continued from page 1) 





| Bornstein have experienced to get 
| plugs for ‘You're Cheating Yourself 
| When You're Cheating On Me,’ the 
| title will be changed to ‘You're 
Fooling Yourself When You're Fool- 
ing With Me.’ The publishers be- 
lieve it will-stand a better chance 
of being spotted on the air. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper.) 





Boston Store and Fair, Chi. de- 
partment shops, were using layoff 
menageries instead of Santa Clauses 
to attack Xmas trade. Cost each 
about $125 a week. 





Joe Hart was preparing a three 
scene flash for vaude to cost $12,000 
to stage. Plenty for those days. 





Local labor unions ‘were quizzing 
indie vaude managers as to whether 
they would follow booking office 
blacklist of striking ‘White Rats. 
Most of them said they would play. 





‘Variety’ warned that picture pro- 
ducers were making a serious error 
in telling studio trade secrets to 
make press stuff. They know now, 
but it is too late to bring back the 
glamor of mystery. 





Touring managers were cutting 
Texas from their dates because of 
poor business in that section. 





‘Hearts of Erin,’ new Victor Her- 
. bert opera, being produced by L. 
Lawrence Weber and Jos. Weber, 
announced as that composer's best. 
Poor guess. Least known of his 
works now. 





Gus Edwards was endeavoring to 
promote a national cabaret circuit. 

Hale Hamilton was coming back 
from Australia because the Com- 
monwealth was taxing actors’ sal- 
aries 25%. Abandoned.a season's 
contract, 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 








Edwin Booth anticipated ‘Hamlet’ 
in modern dress. Trunks failed to 
arrive at Waterbury, Conn., and the 
tragedian asked the audience if they 
would permit him to play ‘Hamlet’ 
in street dress instead of ‘Richelieu,’ 
with a farce thrown in for good 
measure. Only a few asked for 
their money back, and the play pro- 
ceeded. 





‘Streets of New York’ was play- 
ing Chi. with a vaudeville olio. (Re- 
vived this season.) 





Adam Forepaugh claimed a profit 
of $250,000 on his circus season, so 
Barnum admitted he had made only 





$400,000. Forepaugh figures more 
authentic. 
Panic in the London theatre 


caused by some of the standees sit- 
ting on the radiators and pounding 
the pipes to applaud. A pipe burst 
and the escaping steam, backed by 
cries of ‘fire,’ stampeded the crowd 
of 3,000. No one seriously hurt. 





Lester Wallack was touring in 
‘Rosedale,’ a play which had served 
him off and on for 18 years. 





Walter Damrosch was organist at 
a concert of the Oratorio society. 
Had not yet assumed the baton, his 
father still being the conductor. 


Jay Gould had just become owner 
of the Grand opera house, built by 
the Erie R. R. He gave some coal 
lands in exchange for the theatre. 





Denman Thompson was touring in 
‘Joshua Whitcomb,’ an elaboration 
of a rather crude vaudeville skit, 
which evolved into ‘The Old Home- 
stead.’ 





Concern was offering band uni- 
forms with gold lace on collar, cuffs 
and legs, at only $9 a suit. 





‘Two ladies anxious to travel’ were 
‘advertising for a job. ‘No experi- 
€nce.’ 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Nothing much appears to have been markedly changed in the opera- 
tion of the Shubert legit business that is in the hands of receivers. 
Operation ‘and business conduct as previously, apparently all under the 
domination and direction of Lee Shubert, one of the receivers. 

This condition is accepted by some through the other receiver, the 
Irving ‘Trust Company, finding:no one else would buy the receiver's notes 
in the Shubert matter excepting Lee Shubert. This much is admitted 
It states Lee Shubert bought 





in the recent statement by the receivers. 
$50,000 of the $150,000 in notes authorized. 


Legit showman’s comment is that if Lee Shubert couldn’t pull the 
Shubert business out before it reached a receivership, why should it be 
expected that he could after that, without figuring the costs of the 
receivership. “The receivership cost is one of the things the receivers’ 
statement neglected to itemize in saying the Shubert business is now 
running around $20,000 weekly in the red. 

The picayune practices of the former Shubert administration seem to 
be continued in the enforcement of a $50 weekly advertisement for each 
Shubert theatre in the Shubert press sheet. Latter, called “The New 
York Review’ and a throwaway, is reported the personal property of 
Lee Shubert, though conducted under its own corporate title. That $50 
applies as well to the theatre with the independent attraction as with a 
Shubert show. With the outside attraction the $50 is divided according 
to the sharing terms, with the independent producer called upon to pay 
at least $32.50 of the wasted $50 each week. 

Neither has the methods changed in the pernicious press dept. of the 
Shuberts. 

Downtown bankers are quoted as saying they believe Lee Shubert is 
needed around to explain the bookkeeping system of the company or 
many of the figures on the book. Almost any accountant with a knowl- 
edge of show business can unravel any set of show books. In looking for 
some one to assist the receivers in operating the Shubert business, the 
receivers somehow dismissed the best man in the organization who 
could have answered for that purpose, Jack Welch. Receivers probably 
made another error in believing Welch was a ‘Shubert man’, 





In tackling the Sunday legit problem the Theatre League appears to 
be following the same publicity methods it adapted when going after 
ticket speculation and road revival. Both these moves failed although 
there was considerable.newspapeér space devoted to the subjects. 

Prime point is that in tipping its mitt on the Sunday thing the league 
has walked right into the religious opposition which was expected, but 
which might have been delayed. If a quietus had been put on the affair, 
this opposish might not have developed until much later in the cam- 
paign, advantageous for the managers. 

Recent example of the newspaper space attracting outside attention 

was a story on the first page of one New York daily dealing with a 
legislative fight which may develop from the Sunday move. 
Feeling on the Sunday question is currently running quite strong. 
Equity is reputedly split on the question, but the managers are highly 
steamed about it, although having little force working. First move for 
Sundays came from the league, in Dr. Henry Moscowitz’s annual report 
publicly released. Latter is the league’s adviser. 





Current legit show advertising in New York is figured by an estab- 
lished ad agency to be only 50% of previous years. Day when Ziegfeld 
would occasionally spend as much as $10,000 or more weekly, while 
other musical producers ran to $6,000 or better, have completely dis- 
appeared. 

Hardly more than a year ago legit advertising in the N. Y. dailies ran 
to a minimum of $700 weekly per show according to agent figuring. 
Today that sum is estimated to be the top of any show on Broadway. 





Information going the rounds is that Bobby Connolly is the digger- 
upper of the bankroll for the new Aarons & Freedly musical which 
will debut at Warners’ Hollywood around Christmas time. For his 
efforts in this direction it is also being said that the stager will have a 
piece of the show. 

The A & F combo will attempt to recoup with this one what they lost 
on ‘Singin’ the Blues’, previous musical, reported to have been in the 
vicinity of $70,000. 





Literati-exee of a Coast studio is reported as the angel who sunk 15 
grand in Dickson Morgan’s stage production of ‘Precedent’ out there. 

Public invitations to Governor Rolph to see ‘Precedent’, both in Holly- 
wood and San Francisco, had no effect on the new state executive. A 
Los Angeles actor now organizing a stock company for Sacramento, the 
state capital, to open Thanksgiving Day, wants to use ‘Precedent’ for one 
bill to get it right under the governor's nose. 





Three-performance engagement of Joe Cook’s ‘Fine and Dandy’ in 
Syracuse, N. Y., at the Dewitt Nov. 25-26, just about enabled the house 
to break even. Show was the first musical to play Syracuse in two 
years. Lack of exploitation deemed important factor, 

The Dewitt house staff was sliced on the eve of the engagement by 
order of receivers for Dewitt Development Corp. and Julian S. Brown, 
holding the lease. 





Feeling along Broadway on George Cohan’s sudden European trip a 
few weeks ago is that he didn’t want to be called in the Erlanger estate 
case. Cohan hopped suddenly with the theory advanced that he was 
looking for players. 

This is now discarded in favor of Cohan’s dislike towards courtroom 
publicity. In the early stages of the Erlanger trial his name was men- 
tioned in a daily paper's headline as due as a witness for the defense. 





Owing to the incessant demands for stage talent for benefits for the 
relief fund for the unemployed the Actors’ Fund hag called off its annual 
benefit for January. 

Regular extra matinee benefits will be given by shows having played 
20 performances. These include those out-of-town as well as New York. 





A second suit concerning ‘The Spider’ and its preducers, Sam H. 
Harris and Lewis and Gordon, has been tossed out of court. Claimants 
who alleged plagarism were ordered to pay the costs, amounting to $2,000. 


About a year ago three similar suits were bunched, the court also 
finding for the producers. 





_ Shortest agency buy on record for Broadway was made on ‘Fast 
Service’ which opened and closed at the Selwyn last week. 
Premiere was Tuesday. The boxoffice asked for a ‘courtesy buy’ there- 


after, which meant just four days. One agency took 100 seats nightly, 
guaranteeing to sell 24, 





Ernest Truex’s marriage to Jane Barrett, chorus girl, was no surprise 
to Chicago. During the run of the ‘Little Show’ in the Windy City the 
couple were inseparable. Following the habit of coy prospective grooms 
Truex lightly brushed aside the question of pending nuptials. 





_Nellie D. McQuade, who appeared with the Holman English Opera 
Company, William H. Crane, Lillian Russell, John Drew and others, 





se < 


celebrated her 88th birthday at the Onondaga County Home Nov. 18. 


be 4 Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Foreign film exhibs in New York are burning at stunts pulleq by Leo 
Brecher for his Little Carnegie Playhouse, 

Brecher advertised in a big way in German newspapers announcj 
that anyone bringing the ad would be allowed in for half the repulse 
admission. Then he booked in two first-run foreign films to make y 
the first double feature foreign program in New York. Meant that 
Brecher was doubling his film product and slicing the admission, eithe: 
of which stunts are not looked on with favor by Brecher's competition, 

Brecher’s reply is that business is bad right now and must be boosteq 
one way or another. 








Contracts made with some players by William Gill, Hollywooa agent 
and coast rep for Max Hart, offers them a guaranteed minimum on 
salary and weeks of work per year. In legal effect, it makes the player 
an employee of the agent, and is one man’s way of holding hig Clientg 
in a wildly competitive field. 

Its difference from other such guaranteed contracts between player 
and agent is that Gill never collects more than 10% of the salary, 





One. film. lot recently announced it had postponed production .of a 
story written around the Marine corps, explaining that cost of the pic. 
ture would be prohibitive. 

Story as submitted to the government for okay was written about a 
renegrade marine.. Commander turned down the story, claiming it was 
effensive to that branch of the service. Without aid of the Marines 
production of the picture would cost $800,000; with the Marines assisting 
the picture could have been turned out for around $300,000. 

Story was in preparation at the studio three months, and the writer 
originally assigned to whip it up informed the studio that the Marine 
commander would never okay the yarn, Studio ordered him to write 
and not criticize. 





New York schools are giving so much publicity to the subject of vis. 
ual education that the blue sky dealers are trying to muscle in. A num- 
ber of companies are sending out attractive literature to the teachers, 
pointing out that the film studios will call for projection machines and 
offering stock in companies which ostensibly will manufacture machines 
for schoolroom use, 

Circularization is not confined to New York, but is so common in these 
schools that the Teachers’ Association has printed a notice in its bulle- 
tin warning teachers to lay off investing in untried inventions. Care- 
fully avoids being too specific or even mentioning pictures, but the 
teachers know what it means. Some got the warning too late. 





A film company that has the reputation of being the tightest in the 
industry with passes to its Broadway houses got a terrific setback when 
informed that an indie cigar merchant had a bunch on his counter for 
two of the company’s lesser houses, A nickel cigar purchase entitled 
the smoker to dip into the pile. One customer took nine. Passes were 
admitted to be official and the kind handed out to merchants in return 
for using display cards in their windows. Lazy boys or partial boys dis- 
pensing this reciprocity were held responsible. A company executive 
visited all the stores in the neighborhood and found instead of give- 
aways.a score of complaints that merchants weren't getting their regu- 
lar supply of ducats. 





Publix has dropped the use of advertising in connection with ‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par) which referred to this picture as ‘What the Greeks 
Had a Word For’, following complaint-of Joseph M. Schenck. 

United Artists will later release its ‘Greeks Had a Word For It’, com- 
pleted for some time now. UA is said to have resented the Publix 
reference to the Greek’s thing, Publix immediately killing it out of all 
ads. 

The Sam Goldwyn production and ‘Girls About Town’ are said to be 
familiar in theme, 





Juvenile Playhouses is not the first effort to cater to the children of 
the rich. Sophie Smith, of the Little Picture House, in the Park Ave 
sector, has been giving children’s Saturday mats at 75c admission for 
a couple of years, with all seats reserved. With most kid mats cut to & 
dime or 15c, Miss Smith found it a drawing card to keep her prices up 
to assure parents that the unwashed will not mingle, and she has been 
playing to a profitable business right along. No propaganda or educa- 
tional angles as to her show. 





Less than 24 hours after the death of Robert Ames, Paramount had 
Melvy Douglas, comparatively new to pictures, en route from Holly- 
wood to its Astoria, L. 1, studio. Douglas next Monday (7) will take 
Ames’ part before the camera, opposite Claudette Colbert in ‘The Wiser 
Sex’, 

This week is set for rehearsals. 

Douglas’ first important role in pictures is opposite Gloria Swanson 
in her as yet unreleased feature, ‘Tonight or Never’ (United Artists). 





Southwestern end of the Publix chain is getting a lot of attention 
from the home office. Back only a short time from a recent tour, R. J. 
O'Donnell, divisional director of the territory, left Saturday (28) for 
another survey, this time accompanied by his h.o. division booker, Gaston 
Dureau. 

Ed Olmstead, O’Donnell's advertising-publicity contact man, returned 
a couple weeks ago for a complete tour of the divisior. 





Caddo, the name of Howard Hughes’ picture production company, gets 
its name from Caddo Parish, La. The corporation was organized in 1912 
at Shreveport as the Caddo Rock Drill Bit Co. 

Name was changed to The Caddo Co., Inc., in 1926, and its purposes 
broadened to include the manufacture of motion pictures as well as rock 
boring machinery. 





Asked why pictures persist in showing women awaking from a night's 
sleep with a perfect coiffure, a seasoned director said it has long been 
accepted in Hollywood that the average audience wouldn't accept its 
stars with rumpled hair in the bedroom scenes. 3 

Although never putting this contention to test, directors are still 
relying upon it as fact. 





Its considered a mistake for a film player to let it be known he has 
any talents apart from his acting. 

When word gets around he can sing, dance or do a card trick he is 
certain to get requests for personal appearances at Rotary clubs, femme 
teas, etc. If the actor admits all he can do is act they let him alon® 





Columbia will plug its newspaper yarn, currently known 4s ‘Final 
Edition’ on the strength of its leads, Pat O’Brien and Mae Clarke. Col 
Will say that this reunites them after their ‘Front Page’, also a news 
paper talker, 

The ‘Final Edition’ title will be killed out, it’s said. 





The College theatre, New Haven, is again having its trouble with Yale 
students. Latest was during run of ‘Platinum Blonde’, when a bunch 
the boys stripped the lobby of pictures of Jean Harlow, apparently on@ 





of their favs. They left the lobby bare. 
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No Decision in Verbal Bout on 
Criticism—Malone Vs. Anderson 





Under auspices of ‘Playchoice,’ 
and for the benefit of the unem- 
ployed, Dudley Field Malone and 
John Anderson, dramatic critic for 
the New York ‘Journal,’ met in a 
verbal joust Sunday night (29) at 
the Barrymore theatre, New York, 
over the question, ‘Is Dramatic Crit- 
jcism Constructive?” 

Having been given little or no 
publicity, paid or otherwise, the de- 
pate took place before a small gath- 
ering which, however, included a 
few well knowns connected with the 
theatre. One, Daniel Frohman, re- 
plied to Chairman Heywood Broun’s 
request and addressed the audience 
following the principal speakers and 
in reference to their subject. 

Malone, talking first, took the 
negative side, prefacing his remarks 
by stating he was not speaking as 
an expert but as a theatregoer. He 
decried the consistent habit of the 
New York dramatic men of pock 
marking their reviews with quips 
and sarcasm and pleaded that they 
eubstitute ideas for smart adjectives. 

Without deaiing in personalities 
Malone went on to read excerpts in 
a demonstration of conflicting crit- 
ical opinion on the same play, there- 
by gaining himself some laughs, and 
advocated that the recounters of the 
theatre, in his opinion, would do 
themselves, the public, the plays and 
the players a favor if they were to 
‘catch’ a show the third or fourth 
night instead of under the stress of 
a premiere. Which won him en- 
thusiastic applause from the profes- 
sionals present. 

Malone also called the scribes for 
the practice of late arrivals and 
early departures at plays while 
emphasizing that a first night Man- 
hattan audience is not_a good cri- 
terion to go by for reaction in lieu 
of that faction which always attends 
and dares the theatre to amuse 
them. He maintained that the crit- 
ics should point out what is good 
and bad in the presentation and let 
the reader decide if the merits out- 
weigh the demerits or vice versa. 
He concluded by asking that the re- 
viewers find a new set of standards 
to take and hold the place they have 
in the theatre. 


The Other Side 

The essence of Anderson’s sum- 
marizing was that in order to be 
constructive the critics have to be 
destructive. This to halt or impede 
the production of bad plays by ir- 
responsible producers and _ misfit 
easts which have no place before 
the public. He colored his meaning 
by styling himself and compatriots 
&s ‘critical white-wings.’ 

Anderson flatly denied the Malone 
allegation of early withdrawals 
from openings. He maintained that 
reviews class as news, and therefore 
should be caught at the initial per- 
formance. Also that the critic has 
to deal with facts as they are pre- 
sented to him, can’t make allow- 
&nces for what might be, and that 
to be kind to bad plays would be to 
condescend to an art which it would 
be better to let fall if this were 
essential He deduced, however, 
that being liberal to bad plays was 
constructive criticism according to 
Malone. 

In a brief rebuttal Malone re- 
marked that Anderson's talk had 
ee him that the critics think 
6 ine know what they’re writing 

- but he bewailed ‘the infalli- 

y complex they seem to have.’ 
peeps by advancing the hope 
aoe the debate would stimulate the 
for vod to use their power wisely be- 
ibe ey completely alienated them- 

poe or the public from the theatre. 
ae reee's final contentions were 
tre the critics don’t keep anyone 
a the theatre and that their obli- 
— is not to the producers, au- 
ong players, but to the pros- 
ve audiences, Further, that if 
a were no disparaging reviews 
oe — would fall into the trap 
ha plays, hence the smart ad- 
‘ai oo Scorned by Malone were the 
the nfectants used on parasites of 
€& stage,’ 

. Frohman’s Version 
le t the conclusion Broun declined 

render a decision. Previously he 








Lee’s Bad Guesses 


Lee Shubert had a couple of 
bad guesses placed to his 
pretty bad guessing play 
record last week. Both ver- 
dicts had been recorded by Lee 
with the downtown bankers, 
from report. 

Lee’s muffs were that the 
Shuberts’ ‘Good Companions,’ 
English hit, over here would be 
@&@ smash, and that the Ed 
Wynn show, ‘Laugh Parade,’ 
would be a failure. 

‘Companions’ closed Satur- 
day, after brief run ‘in New 
York, with the English com- 
pany having suffered a cut in 
salary away from home, while 
the Wynn show walked into the 


strongest demand with the 
agencies and is nearing the 
smash rating, at a weekly 


gross of $35,000. 


COWARD IS REWRITING 
‘CAVALCADE’ FOR N. Y. 


Noel Coward is rewriting ‘Caval- 
cade, entirely for New York. C. B. 
Cochran, who produced it in London, 
will produce it here, probably with 
his usual Selwyn tieup. 


‘Cavalcade,’ biggest dramatic 
smash of the current London stage, 
is a sort of pageant of history re- 
quiring over 100 actors. For New 
York, the idea will be retained but 
the pageant instead of dealing with 
England, will deal with the United 
States. 

















Craven Stages ‘Crime’ 





Frank Craven will handle the 
staging of ‘The Perfect Crime’ by 
Edward Childs Carpenter and Lau- 
rence Gross. Ernest Truex will head 
the cast. Alex McKaig is produc- 
ing. 

Play is scheduled to go into re- 
hearsal Dec. 7 for a Jan. 11 open- 
ing. 





Taking Off ‘Little Girls’ 


The Shuberts are stopping ‘Three 
Little Girls’ show, reopening may 
be in Boston. 

This show has been out 12 weeks. 





made a slight though showmanly 
gesture in granting permission to 
those sitting far back and upstairs 
to move downstairs and up front if 
they found difficulty in hearing the 
speakers. 

Frohman’s brief comment, deliv- 
ered from the first row, opined that 
a play must be basically honest to 
be a success, citing ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ as his example, and offered 
the thought that word of mouth 
rather than the critics guides a show 
to success. 

Malone has been touring under 
similar circumstances to these, It 
is generally accepted that he will 
take either side of any question. He 
seemed not especially familiar with 
his subject here. A fluent and color- 
ful speaker, should Malone ever care 
to do some research work on the 
subject of dramatic reviewing, and 
announce himself ready for a return 
match, it might easily turn into 
quite a bombastic evening. 

Anderson, too, was interesting. 
Other than a tendency in one or two 
spots to contradict himself he may 
be said to have held his own on the 
defense. In any case, an intriguing 
subject for which there should be 





UGHEST SEASO 





‘MORE CRITICISN 


“LEod GAUGES 


Costing $15,000 Nightly to 
Operate Opera House— 
Average of $11,000 Taken 
in—No Progress—‘Times’ 


Changed Attitude 


CHICAGO AND BOSTON 


In its toughest season, the Metro- 
politan Opera in New York is get- 


ting it from all sides. What hurts 
most is that the grosses on the 
standard repertory operas’ have 
fallen badly and that the New York 
‘Times’ has had a reviewer, signing 
himself H. H., who has been going 
after the Met like no reviewer on 
the ‘Times’ has ever done before. 

In past years there have been 
rumblings of discontent against the 
Metropolitan from independent and 
minor reviewers, but the dailies 
meaning most to the Met have never 
been nasty 


It always has been figured the 
Metropolitan’s financial and social 
connections threw a bulwark of pro- 
tection around it where certain 
newspapers were concerned. Others, 
not caught in the net, have whacked 
at times, notably the ‘Sun,’ where 
W. J. Henderson continues as the 
veteran though lively critic. Olin 
Downes, chief music critic of the 
‘Times,’ has never gone up against 
the Met as such, even dodging last 
season on Deems Taylor’s opera, 
‘Peter Ibbetson’. At that time Law- 
rence Gilman, critic of the ‘Herald 
Tribune,’ blasted at the composer of 
the piece, the only reviewer in town 
to do so, much to Taylor’s chagrin. 
Taylor, so the story goes, went to 
bed certain he had written a great 
opera because he had been called 
before the curtain so many times 
and the applause was so rapturous, 
only to awake the next morning and 
find that Gilman had blasted and 
that ‘The Times’ had devoted most 
of its stories to the audience and the 
spectacle. 

Stopped Blasts 


This season, the ‘Times’’ attitude, 
particularly H. H.’s reviews, have 
been critical of the Met. Gilman, on 
the ‘Herald Tribune,’ has been less 
critical of the institution. Story has 
been abroad for some time that sev- 
eral of the leading music critics 
have tried to begin some real blast- 
ing at the ancient institution but 
that their publishers had forestalled 
any such campaign. 

It costs about $15,000 a night to 
run the Met in New York. On some 
of the novelties good grosses have 
been taken. Of its new pieces, 
‘Schwanda der Dudelsackfifer’ has 
been very popular. The old routine 
items like ‘Traviata,’ ‘Aida,’ ‘Tosca,’ 
etc., haven't drawn good houses, and 
the few Wagnerian pieces done this 
year have been brutally panned. 

On top of this, Otto Kahn stepped 
out as chairman of the board, with 
no better reason given than the 
press of his personal business. 
Paul Cravath succeeded him. Three 
other directors resigned, though re- 
taining their boxes. No new singers 
of sensational quality have been 
added to the campany. Several 
brought over in the past few sea- 
sons, both men and women, haven't 
held up. No new operas have been 
produced in America save the ‘Woz- 


zeck,’ by Alan Berg, which the 
Philadelphia Opera Company 
grabbed. 


With nightly grosses reported not 
averaging over $11,000, if that. 

New stage directors were brought 
in this year. 
old. 


In Chicago the opera situation is| 


vv 


‘Important Shubert Meeting Over 





Everything else as of | 


Receivership or Bankruptcy and 
If Business Shall Continue Indef 





Choice Standing Room 





A theatre housing a success- 
ful revue last week had several 
performances to capacity with 
standees. The treasurer sold 
standing room tickets for $1.50 
and $2, according to how cus- 
tomers looked to him. 

To one buyer who asked for 
four such admissions, the 
treasurer remarked: ‘We have 
good standing room in the di- 
rect center.’ 


BENNY RUBIN QUITS, 
RATOFF STEPS IN 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Benny Rubin leaves ‘Girl Crazy’ 
this Saturday (5) and Gregory Rat- 
off, producer of the Chicago ver- 
sion, will become his own star. This 
confirms predictions made as long 
ago as four weeks that Ratoff had 
a yen to play the Yiddish cowboy 
himself. On his last appearance in 
Chicago Ratoff was a character ac- 
tor is ‘Three Little Girls.’ 

No difficulty about Rubin leaving. 
As he was on strict percentage, and 
the show is in the cut rates, he em- 
braced the chance to blow. Blossom 
Seeley and Benny Fields left this 
show two weeks ago. Only Frances 
Upton now remains of the original 
Chicago cast. 

Ratoff’s taking over of the Rubin 
role ts the last move in a series of 
managerial mixups which have be- 
come something of a gag. Every 
day there’s a new development, Joe 
DeMilt, company manager, has 10% 
of the show. The other 90% is scat- 
tered through the middle west. 


Morris Gest Resting 


Morris Gest, fagged out by his 
efforts to arrange for revivals of 
‘The Miracle’ in several key cities, 
repaired to a home in Janesburg, 
N. J., last week to take a rest. 
He proposed presenting the spec- 
tacle for the benefit of the unem- 
ployed. 

Understood Mrs. Gest is with him 
and that the showman will remain 
in seclusion for a time. One report 
was that he would return to New 
York this week, 


Blatt and Play Off 


Edward Blatt, legit producer, left 
yesterday (30) for Paramount’s 
studios. First intention was to keep 
him in New York a month or more. 

Sudden move leaves ‘Terrible 
Turk,’ legit play, which Blatt was 
to produce, stranded. 


Return Patsy Kelly to 
Show on Equity Ruling 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 

Vera Marsh, late comedienne of 
‘East Wind’, joined ‘Wonder Bar’ 
at the Alvin last week, but played 
only three days. Mss Marsh had re- 
placed Patsy Kelly who later re- 
turned to the cast. 

Miss Kelly turned up at Equity in 
New York with a doctor’s certificate, 
and Equity ruled that the Shuberts 
had to put her back into the show 
or pay her anyway. Miss Kelly had 
missed a performance in Washing- 
ton. 





























an audience, In the hands of worthy | practically the same. Business way| hundred dollars a night abroad re- 
personalities, it deserved a beiter] off and with last season’s heavy | ceive $1,000, $2,000 and up over here 
publicity break and attendance than | deficits in both the Civic Opera) In Boston there was no trouble 
it drew at the hands of these spon- | House (Insull-backed), and at Rav- raising the guarantee fund for the 
sors. Tickets were tagged at $2, | inia (Eckstein-backed) there is annual visit of the Chicago Opera. 
with Sunday afternoon seeing a bliz- | some indication that opera hasn't | This fund amounts to approximate ly 
zard of the pasteboards into Le-|as large an audience as of old. An- $150,000 for the two weeks. Save 
Blane’s at $1 and a sprinkling of other thing that makes a differenc« for about $3,000 it was raised on the 
jis that performers who get a few) first call around. 


paper in the house. 








Despite the indicated desire of 
banking interests to continue the re- 
ceivership of the Shubert Theatre 
Corporation, the meeting of credi- 
tors tomorrow (2) on the ninth 
floor of the Woolworth building, 
downtown New York, is expected to 
be all-important in the affairs of 
the company. Various committees 
representing the creditors aim to 
stave off bankruptcy. 

Most vital matter at today’s ses- 
sion will be the problem of raising 
money with which to continue the 
Shubert business. Since the re- 
ceivership the losses have been 
steady. Though more recently the 
weekly red item has been reduced, 
the loss has been over $21,000 
weekly. There was $70,000 in cash 
on hand when the Irving Trust and 
Lee Shubert were appointed re- 
ceivers., 

Lee Shubert later bought $50,000 
of receiver’s certificates, the issue 
having been for $150,000. With the 
cash on hand that made a total 
of $120,000. The receivers’ own re- 
port gave the loss for the first four 
weeks, ending Nov. 14 as $121,353. 
What has been used for money 
since then will doubtless be ex- 
plained today. It is likely Lee Shu- 
bert took on more of the certificates, 
since no one else cared to buy them, 
the report stated. 

New Committee 

A new creditors’ committee 
cropped up last week, representing 
an independent group of debenture 
bondholders with Charles H. Hyde 
as counsel. It is quartered at No. 1 
Wall street, room 1006. This group 
appears not in accord with the com- 
mittee formulated at the instance of 
J. & W. Seligman & Co., who under- 
wrote the Shubert bond issue. 

It is claimed by this Hyde group 
that since the bond issue more 
than $10,000,000 in cash over and 
above the operating receipts had 
been received by the Shubert The- 
atre Corporation and information 
is wanted as to how that money 
was expended. The independents 
further contend that notwithstand- 
ing the reported losses of $2,903,000 
during the years of 1930 and 1931, 
which includes depreciation write- 
offs of $1,259,201, that the company 
made a net profit of more than 
$60,000. 

The independents plan to care- 
fully examine the situation and, if 
possible, present a definite, con- 
structive program to ‘redeem this 
vast theatrical organization from 
its present sad plight and save the 
debenture holders from loss,’ 

Another indication that money 
must be raised to carry on the re- 
ceivership is given by the state- 
ment from the receivers, who 
stated in view of the obvious diffi- 
culty of liquidating large real es- 
tate holdings at the present time 
and, on the other hand, the diffi- 
culty of carrying on the business 
without further loss, ‘it is impor- 
tant that creditors, stockholders 
and all other interested parties 
make known to the court their at- 
titude towards the question of con- 
tinuing the Shubert business.’ 


SCHUMANN-HEINCK BIG 
ROAD DISAPPOINTMENT 


With trade away below expecta- 
tions for the Schumann-Heinck 
show, the Shuberts are closing its 
road tour. 

The famous diva was expected to 
be a big b. o. stage card on the road. 











Elsie Ferguson in Road 


‘Barretts’ Around Jan. 1 


Elsie Ferguson will probably play 
the Katherine Cornell's part in the 


No. 2 troupe of ‘Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street.’ Company will be sent 
out by Miss Cornell's husband, 


Guthrie McClintie 


—— 
ah 
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Will Protest 





Authors 


‘No Change’ Script Rule—Blame 


Quick Failures on New Writers 


— = 


Protest will shortly be filed by 
producers with the Dramatists Guild 
of the Authors League of America 
over the rule that play scripts con- 
not be changed without consent of 
the author. This stipulation is a 
feature of the required contract be- 
tween managers and authors. 

It is charged that a number of 
productions of mediocre rating this 
season would have fared much bet- 
ter had the authors not insisted on 
‘standing on their rights.’ 

It is an established fact that suc- 
cessful producers put across hits by 
being able to detect the weakneses 
in scripts and suggest the rewriting. 
Rarely do those managers bring out- 
right failures to Broadway. Not in- 
frequently shows which look weak 
at the try-out are taken off and re- 
vised to later click on Broadway. 
It is equally true that plays are 
‘made in rehearsals’ rather than in 
their original form. 

The ‘no change’ rule was not ser- 
lously regarded heretofore because 
Playwrights have invariably assent- 
ed to managerial suggestion, confi- 
dent of the producer’s judgment 
However, the matter has recently 
taken a changed status with new 
authors refusing to take advice and 
the result being that their plays 
blew up early in the running. 

Author of one recent addition to 
Broadway took such a stand after 
the producer had begged and 
pleaded with him. The reviews on 
the show were fairly good but the 
manager was so angry that he 
threatened to close within three days 
unless the author rewrote as de- 
sired. This was done and the 
changed version will go on—but 
about three weeks too late. 

Two years ago a straight comedy 
Was so generally rewritten that the 
author did not attend the premiere. 
It was a smash. Later the same 
author refused to rewrite another 
of his plays and it flopped. 

How many failures this season 
tre blamed by managers on the au- 
thors, through refusal to rewrite, is 
not known, but at least two current 
plays are in that category. One was 
kept out of town six weeks, during 
which time the manager -besought 
the authors to revise the third act. 
They elected not to do so and now 
admit the error. 

Question of opening cold in New 
York is regarded as a managerial 
fault and the practice of false econ- 
omy, but the matter of rewriting 
also is a factor. Deletions are made 
at the try-out performances. Dur- 
ing autumn several likely produc- 
tions did not try out but were pre- 
sented here to invited audiences 
prior to the premiere. 

Audience reaction is the idea but 
there appears not enough time to 
rewrite and have the actors letter 
perfect opening night. A _ recent 
failure is blamed on an overtime 
first night and too much dialog, 
which was weeded out later. 

Cutting on the eve of a premiere 
is regarded a dangerous procedure. 
It was done in the case of ‘Five Star 
Final’ and the leads fumbled line 
after line. Show did get across, but 
it never fared as well as its pro- 
ducer expected and the halting pre- 
miere may have been the reason. 





Vanderbilt Will Relight 
Shortly with ‘Papavert’ 


The Vanderbilt, New York, re- 
sumes with legit around Dec. 28 for 
‘Papavert,’ being produced by Joe 
Zelli and Chas. K. Gordon. 

Ben Hecht, slated to adapt ‘Pap’ 
from the French, has changed his 
mind. Instead, he and Charlie Mac- 
Arthur will resume work on the 
third act of ‘Twentieth Century’ for 
Jed Harris. Latter just took over 
‘Little Old Boy’ by Albert Bein and 
Arthur Hopkins. Gordon will direct 
‘Pap,’ as he did in Paris where he 
produced it, 

Vanderbilt dark since Tobis va- 
cated after nine weeks of German 
films. 





Miss Cooper in ‘Hope’ 

A foreign drama, ‘Mad Hope,’ is to 
be staged over here by Bela Blau, 
starring Violet Kemble Cooper. 

Rex O'Malley is also of the cast 
so far selected. Jenie Jacobs is do- 
ing most of the casting. 





Those Raccoon Coats 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Legit theatre managers are 
eyeing their check rooms care- 
fully Saturday nights. Partic- 
ularly during the football era, 
when those raccoon coats have 
been unusually heavy. 

Couple of managers discov- 
ered that the peculiar affability 
of the check room attendants 
was due to the fact that they 
were alcoholically lubricated 
from nips stolen from collegian 
pockets, 








AVON AT HALF COST 


Trying to Sell Theatre — Asking 
Price 50% Under Original Purchase 








The Avon theatre, West 45th 
street, is on the market at an 
amount representing more than a 
50% drop in comparison to the 
price paid a few years ago. J. 
Goldstein owns the house. 

A letter sent out states the owner 
paid $760,000 for the property and 
asks $375,000. 

Erlanger’s lease expired last May. 
Theatre was first known as the 
Klaw. 


‘SING’ CUTTING, BUT 
‘CAT’ REFUSES SLICE 


‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ at the 
Harris, is listed as taking a 25% 
salary slice the end of this week. 
Sam Golden heads Walker-Towne, 
Inc., which produced. 

















Bainbridge Demands 
Dropping of Name 
From Unfair List 


Minneapolis, Nov. 30. 

Whether Equity can hold an in- 
dividual manager responsible for a 
corporation’s debts, and place him 
on its unfair list because of the cor- 
poration’s delinquencies, is likely to 
be threshed out in court. A. G. 
‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, operating a stock 
company here for 21 years, has de- 
manded that Equity remove him 
from its unfair list. If the demand 
is refused the matter likely will take 
on a lezal aspect. 
Trouble i: the result of the Bain- 
bridge stock in Seattle closing last 
season owing two weeks’ salary to 
its members. Bainbridge states he 
organized = corporation there with 
E. C. Bostwick investing and taking 
a block of the stock. The Bainbridge 
name was used, but after the com- 
pany got ander way Bostick 2 - 
sumed charge and Bainbridge re- 
turned here. Latter claims this 
troupe eventually went on a com- 
monwealth basis and that the com- 
pany is stil. in exist2nce. 
Equity has demanded that Pain- 
bridge put up a bond to protect the 
company at the local Shubert and 
he has refused, asserting that the 
Bainbridge Players is a corporation 
with more than 1,500 local stock- 
holders.. All members of the troupe 
are in good Equity standing and are 
continuing to work despite the 
Equity order. 


Goetz Fined $2,978 for 
Contempt in Jaeckel Suit 


E. Ray Goetz was fined $2,978 by 
Judge Kahn in City Court, N. Y. 
County, Wednesday (25) on several 
counts of contempt of court, arising 
out of the suit brought against him 
by H. Jaeckel & Son, furriers. 
Amount of fine also represents the 
total sued for, with payment by the 
producer meaning settlement of the 
suit as well. Should Goetz fail to 
pay he will be subject to a jail 
sentence. 

The Jaeckel firm, through its at- 
torney, T. Roger Mahon, brought 
action in connection with Goetz’s 
1929 production of ‘Lady of the 
Orchids,’ starring Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce. Judgment against the pro- 
ducer was secured in December, 
1930, together with injunctions re- 
straining Goetz from transferring 
and assets and from continuing with 
his activities. 

Contempt counts consisted of 
Goetz’s failure to appear in court 
as well as his work in proceeding 
with production of his latest show, 
‘Star Dust.’ 











“WARRIOR’S’ QUIET FOLD 

Road tour of ‘The Unknown War- 
rior,’ which the James Pond lecture 
bureau sent out, has quietly ex- 
pired. Show expected to reach the 
Coast, but business nullified the 
jaunt. 

Maurice Brown was starred in the 
Pond effort, the second given this 
play. Charles Hopkins produced it 
several seasons ago to similar re- 
sults, 





Ara Gerald in ‘Morgana’ 

Ara Gerald will have the lead in 
Jimmie Cooper’s revival of ‘Fata 
Morgana’ for New York. 

Piece goes into rehearsal shortly 
to open Christmas week. 





At the same time, cast of ‘Cat and 
the Fiddle,’ at the Globe, is declared 
to have refused a similar suggestion 
by its management. Chop is ex- 
plained as proposed only for the 
three weeks prior to the holidays 
Players claim the draw is sufficient 
to make cut unnecessary. 

It’s cost a pretty penny so far 
although Golden is said to have 
other angeling support with him. 
Prior to this show Golden helped 
several indies financially. 


‘Genius’ May Not Open 
And ‘Widow’ in Doubt 


Indications yesterday (Monday) 
were that ‘Listen Genius,’ slated for 
premier this week, would not open. 
Possibility that the show may come 
in after a lay-off. 
At the same time there was a 
chance that ‘A Widow in Green,’ 
produced at the Cort by James El- 
liott, would not continue, Reason 
offered at Equity was that the pro- 
ducer did not pay off entirely Sat- 
urday (28), with developments 
awaited Monday (30) to determine 
the final outcome. No performance 
Monday night but house claimed re- 
sumption tonight. 
‘Genius’ was produced by Albert 
Bannister and ran for a week at 
the Majestic, Brooklyn, titled ‘Love 
Racket. However, it is declared 
that one of the play’s co-authors, 
James Ullman, was the actual pro- 
ducer of the attraction, which paid 
off the cast and stage hands from 
bonds Saturday (28). Proposed 
opening was this Thursday (3), but 
there was no theatre set. 

Norman Bel Geddes’ ‘Hamlet’ and 








George Ford’s ‘Miss Gulliver's 
Travels’ were two other Equity 
pay-offs. ‘Gulliver’ continues. 





CAN’T FIND 3-STAR COMBO 


Billy Rose’s Quest Stopped by Pro- 
hibitive Salary Demands 








Billy Rose will send another 
three-star headed musical into re- 
hearsal in January if he can locate 
three names with some box office 
value and common sense. So far 
Rose says he has run across a 
couple of names, but has totally 
missed c. s, 

Rose is the producer of ‘Crazy 
Quilt.’ It stars Fannie Brice, Phil 
Baker and Ted Healy. The show 
is currently more than duplicating 
its New York hit at the Apollo, 
Chicago, where it got over $20,000 
in its eighth week last week, big 
money for that town even for a 
musical’s first week. 

Encouraged by the out of town 
showing of ‘Quilt’ as well as in the 
metropolis, Rose wants to follow it 
up by another musical similarly 
hooked up, but can’t stand the tal- 
ent prices so far heard. 

‘One name I spoke to,’ says Rose, 
‘I thought would surely kiss me for 
giving them another chance just at 
this moment. Instead they asked 
me for $4,000 a week and I am still 
staggering.’ 


Stanley Sharpe Gen. Mer. 


Details on Ray Goetz’ musical, 
‘Star Dust,’ are set with piece to 
go into rehearsal this week. Set to 
open in Boston Dec. 26. 

Cast now includes Lynne Overman, 
Peggy Wood, Irene Franklin, John 
Sheehan, Pearl Osgood, Robert Em- 
mett Keane, Paul Everton and 
James B. Carson. 

Stanley Sharpe is gen. mer. for 
Goetz. 
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spective on values of names. 


by an over-selling agent. 


this sort. 


High Cost Names That Don't Draw 


In view of some of the high geared musical comedy deaths, it's 
commencing to look as though the producers are losing their per- 
High salaries paid for names who 
can't draw leave the musicals with even a shorter Broadway life, 
as the heavy payroll brings about an earlier closing. 

Names may die at the box office in or out of New York but the 
producers appear pleased enough to take another chance with 
them. and with high cost productions. 


When shows with the same names die two or three in a row, it 
would seem almost time to force the name to establish a new 
clientele before taking the chance of ruining the costly production 


through the misjudgement of a producer who may be steamed up 


Present season has brought out more than a solitary instance of 
It's rather a kick back on the failing producer when he 
alibis, pointing out the high salary asked by actors, neglecting to 
add that he pays the high salaries to the wrong actors. 








Change Mind on 
Fighting Edict 
Closing ‘Sinner’ 


Washington, Nov. 39. 
Mae West and her ‘Constant Sin- 
ner’ troupe, comprising 51 players, 
were ordered off the stage of the 
Belasco theatre last Wednesday 
(25), after a trio from the U. 5. 
District Attorney's office had viewed 
the performance the night before. 
U. S. Attorney Leo Rover threat- 
ened the entire cast with jail if the 
performance were repeated, and 
Manager L. S. Taylor announced 
the show as closed. This in face of 
the biggest advance sale of the year, 
for two performances Thanksgiving 
Day. Objection to the play was its 
‘Jasciviousness.” 
Representative Sol Bloom, official 
spokesman for the legit branch of 
show business in Congress, was 
called into conference with the local 
management, and Shubert lawyers 
were on the verge of contesting the 
police ruling but thought better of 
it. Mae West, at the time of the 
pronunciamento, was out autoing 
with friends, otherwise she might 
have decided to fight the edict. 
However, the theatre powers beat 
her to it and decided there was no 
use courting a ride in the wagon. 








Further bookings for ‘The Constant 
Sinner’ haye been cancelled. The 
Washington forced closing is be- 
lieved to have caused some internal 
difficulties with Miss West reported 
anxious to take the show over on 
her own. Though a corporate name 
is used in presenting the piece, the 
Shuberts are reported owning 50% 
of ‘Sinner.’ 

The fact that the show was closed 
by the Washington district attorney 
on the grounds of miscegenation, a 
felony in some southern states, pro- 
vides a problem for Equity. Had 
the cause been obscenity, as was re- 
ported here, the company would 
have been entitled to one week's 
additional salary. Whether such 
claims are valid under the circum- 
stances has not yet been decided. 

‘Constant Sinner’ was among 
Broadway’s autumn failures. It 
played at the Royale eight weeks, 
business dropping down to $5,000. 
An agency buy partly supported it 
and the specs were stung. The 
Washington booking was regarded 
as unwise because of racial lines. 
Show was aimed for the mid-west 
and Chicago. 


Campaign for Miss Ulric 
Qn Move to Cohan 


‘Social Register,’ starring Lenore 
Ulric, went from Erlanger manage- 
ment last week to Al Jones and 
Morris Green. Hence, instead of 
closing the play went to the Cohan, 
Leblang estate owned theatre, Mon- 
day (30), with the Leblang estate 
also assuming an interest in the 
production. 

Move whereby J. & G. got the 
Ulric play is regarded as some- 
what reciprocal, since Green last 
year was instrumental in securing 
the former Belasco star for Erlanger 
and ‘Pagan Lady.’ Another reci- 
procity angle is that Erlanger took 
over ‘Fine and Dandy’ from Green 
and Gensler when the latter became 
involved on ‘Gang's All Here.’ 

Jones is understood to have guar- 
anteed the cast several week’s work. 
Salary cuts are officially denied.. 

An extensive company will be 
framed for the attraction in the be- 
lief that Miss Ulric can attract 
more than was indicated by the 











show's three weeks at the Fulton. 





MOB OF LEGITS 
PREPARING 
FOR L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

More legit projects in sight than 
there are theatres, but the matter 
of pinning down the angel will take 
eare of the situation automatically, 

Christmas night is no longer a 
perfume scent around here; it's pre- 
miere eve for about 14 shows which 
have to be shoe-horned into about 
seven houses. Here's the possibility 
list: 

‘Virtue Bed’— Coast production 
contemplated by Barnard Lohmiller, 

‘Nina Rose’—Two or three wads 
of outside money being nursed to- 
wards a local staging. 

‘Peter Pan’—The Xmas inevitable, 
urged by Donald Stuart, who staged 
it for the Civic Rep last year. 





‘Temptations’ Again 


‘Tempetations’— Franklyn Ware 
ner’s long-promised revue in line for 
the holidays. 

Colored musical, in rehearsal at 
the Mason, hopes for the Majestic 
downtown. 

‘Misery Loves Company’—Musi- 
calized comedy by Paul Gerard 
Smith; in the planning by Smith 
and Fred Curtis. 

Knights) of Columbus minstrels 
for two weeks at the Wilshire-Ebell 

Co-op revue (another) with Eddie 
Lambert and Eddie Borden. 

‘Lady’—Figured on by Arthur 
Hernandez; past angel, trying his 
own flying. 

Burlesque 


Hollywood Playhouse burlesque ia 
organization by Wilson Mizner. 

Hollywood Music Box lease for 
three months is being settled today 
(Monday) with either Sam Grismaa 
or Dickson Morgan Productions, 
Inc., as sub-lessee. Figures on opene- 
ing Christmas week. 

King Fisher, eastern legit pro 
ducer, may tie up with the Erlang- 
ers, Biltmore here and Columbia in 
San Francisco for Coast versions of 
‘Oh Promise Me’ and ‘Cloudy With 
Showers.’ 

Henry Duffy has ‘Smilin’ Thru* 
and Belasco and Curran ‘Grand 
Hotel’ for Christmas introduction. 

Belasco and Curran also conteme« 
plating ‘Hay Fever’ for spring, né 
gag. 

Biltmore’s roadshow bookings for 
next year augmented by ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ with William Gillette Jam 
27 (11 days), and ‘House Beautiful’ 
for Feb. 22 (week). ‘Crazy Quilt’ is 
in for Feb. 7 (two weeks), and Jol< 
son's ‘Wonder Bar‘ on March 7 (tw 
weeks). 


———— 7 — 


‘Jewel’ Cold Opening 


‘Jewel Robbery’ with Basil Sydney 
and Mary Ellis goes into rehearsal 
tomorrow (2) to open cold fout 
weeks later. It will go into eithet 
the Times Square or Selwyn thea- 
tres, New York. 

Production is by Paul Streget and 
Crosby Gaige, with Streger direct- 
ing the piece. Sets are being made 
by Aline Bernstein. 








Brandts’ Now All-Film 


The last Brandt subway legit 
stand was slated to go pictures ye5~ 
terday (Monday). This was the 
Boulevard in Jackson Heights. 

Consequently, Bill Brandt '“” 
booked his own show, ‘Society Girl 


nas 





into the Majestic, Brooklyn, Dec. 21. 
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Parade’ $34,000, ‘Fairy’ $15,000, 2 New 


Hits, but Bway Outlook Discouraging 








1 
' 


Broadway is down to 36 attrac- 


- tions following a Saturday exodus 


that took 12 shows out of the run- 
ging. The cleaning-out process will 
doubtless continue, because most of 
the recent entrants are distinctly 


too mediocre. 

The season enters the pre-Christ- 
mas period with four invariably 
tough weeks to be faced. Only the 
good things will be able to last. The 
incoming list during December is 
figured as having less than 20 at- 
tractions, although there always 
geems to be added starters. 

A new hit arrived last week in 
@he Good Fairy’ at Henry Miller’s. 
it grossed close to $15,000 in seven 
performances, indicating capacity at 
$3 top. Other new shows looked 
weak. ‘In Times Square’ was yanked 
off at the Longacre; “The Devil's 
Host’ got nothing at the Forrest; 
‘Miss Gulliver Travels’ drew a solid 

nning at the Hudson and isn’t 
likely to last beyond this week; ‘A 
Widow in Green’ looks dubious at 
the Cort, with the gross less than 
= ‘Counsellor’ Climbs 

‘Counsellor at Law’ jumped again 
and is a real hit, getting $18,000; 
the comeback of ‘Barretts of Wim- 

le Street’ stood up stronger, get- 
ting $19,000; the dramatic leaders 
remain the Guild’s ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ and ‘Reunion at Vi- 
enna’. Among the musicals ‘Laugh 
Parade’ is a hit, going to $34,000 
last week; ‘Band Wagon’ improved 
to over $35,000; ‘Scandals’ over 
$39,000 ‘Vanities’ tops the musicals 
and was better last week, approxi- 
mating $50,000; ‘Cat and Fiddle’ 
strong and generally capacity; over 
$28,000. 

A money show moves out this 
week when ‘Grand Hotel’ jumps to 
Chicago to beat the picture show- 
ing. ‘Hamlet’ and the Chicago Civic 
Shakespeare were opposed attrac- 
tions and both went off suddenly 
last Saturday. Taken off at the 
game time, too, were ‘The House of 
Connelly’, Mansfield; ‘Steel’, Times 
Square; “The Good Companions’, 
44th Street, and ‘Boccaccio’, New 
Yorker. ‘The Social Register’ did not 
stop as announced but moved from 
the Fulton to the Cohan Monday. 

Due in next week: ‘The Passing 
Present’, Barrymore; ‘Springtime 
for Henry’ (‘Soul of Henry Dew- 
lip’), Bijou; ‘Son of God’, Mans- 
field; ‘The Second Coming’, Prov- 
incetown, and a revival of ‘Little 
Woman,’ special matinee sat the 
Playhouse, 

Big trade came from Thursday 
until Saturday, when all musicals 
sold out. Thanksgiving and foot- 
ball crowds in town. 

‘After All,’ Booth (1st week) (C- 
730-$3). Presented by Dwight Deere 
Wiman; written by John Van Dru- 
ten; English actress Helen Haye in 
debut; opens Thursday (3). 

‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ Em- 
Pire (38th week) (C-1,099-$3.85). 
Went up further; second week of 
resumed engagement gross nearly 
$19,000. 

‘Bloody Laughter,’ 49th Street (ist 
week) (D-700-$2.50). Presented in- 
dependently (Maurice Schwartz); 
written by Ernest Toler; opens 
Thursday (3). 

‘Brief Moment,’ Belasco (4th week) 
(C-1,000-$3). Class call, the lower 
floor bettering the upstairs; last 
week picked up and bettered $13,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (8th week) 
(O-1,416-$4.40). Number of musi- 
cals limited and this one favored; 
has averaged $28,000 weekly of late; 

at scale. 

Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (8th 
week) (C-984-$3). Additional mat- 
inee last week sent takings over 
$12,000; indefinite and should go 
through winter. 

Counsellor - at- Law,’ Plymouth 

th week) (C-1,042-$3). In the real 
it class now; last week saw steady 


Climb and the gross topped $18,000. 
cnare Morosco (5th week) 
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ourning Becomes 


Masque (4th 
Picked up and 
over $8,000, 


Electra,’ 


Guild (6th week) (D-914-$3). Dra- 
matic leader; plays six perform- 
ances weekly and is getting $25,000; 
capacity all shows claimed. : 

‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels,’ Hudson 
(2d week) (C-1,094-$3). Opened 
middle of last week and drew severe 
panning; doubtful of lasting, 

‘Reunion at Vienna,’ Beck (34a 
week) (C-1,168-$3), Playing to 
standee trade; big demand in agen- 
cies; click is somewhat surprising 
after moderate out-of-town indica- 
tions; almost $23,000. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (12th week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). No added performance 
but Saturday night top was $6.60 
because of football crowds (Army- 
Notre Dame); over $39,000 claimed. 

‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ Harris (4th 
week) (C-1,051-$3)—Looks like a cut 
rater; last week some holiday im- 
provement, with indicated takings 
of $6,500. 

‘Social Register,” Cohan (4th 
week) (C-1,400-$3). Moved here 
from Fulton after being slated to 
close; business fair at $8,000. 

‘Steel,’ Times Square. Withdrawn 
last Saturday after playing a week 
and a half. 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (26th week) (R-1,423-$5.50). All 
musicals sold out at week end; busi- 
ness better here during week, with 
gross about $35,500. 

‘The Devil’s Host,’ Forrest (3d 
week) (D-1,015-$3). Little except 
cut rate money; got about $2,500 last 
week and doubtful after this week. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
Closed last Saturday after playing 
nine mild weeks; parties helped re- 
cently, then attendance dropped 
down; $8,000 indicated; may go to 
road later. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Henry Miller’s 
(2d week) (C-946-$3). Off to excel- 
lent start; not far from $15,000 in 
seven performances; that is capacity 
at the scale. 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (9th 
week) (C-1,000-$3). May go off this 
week; has been hanging around $3,- 
000 mark or a bit more; consider- 
ably in red. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(5th week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Jumped 
to capacity and rated with best of 
current musicals; gross last week 
about $34,000. 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz (9th week) 
(D-945-$3). Has been playing week 
to week; attendance just misses 
profitable proportions; $8,000. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (15th 
week) (R-2,550-$3). Like all mu- 
sicals very big from Thanksgiving 
to Saturday; gross leader got about 
$50,000. 

‘Widow in Green,’ Cort (3d week) 
(C-1,043-$3). Marked difference of 
opinion did this show no good; first 
full week not over $4,000 and con- 
tinuance doubtful; no performance 
Monday. 


Other Attractions 


‘Hamlet,’ Broadhurst; closed Sat- 
urday, a disappointment. 

Chicago Civic Shakespeare So- 
ciety, Royale; closed Saturday after 
two lean weeks. 

‘Streets of New York,’ 48th Sireet; 
revival went up last week. 


‘The Firefly,’ Erlanger’s; revival. 

‘Boccaccio,’ New Yorker; closed 
last Saturday. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Avon; 
monolog. 





$2,500 for ‘Lives’ —Minn. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 30. 


Three day stand with four per- 
formances brought around $2,500 for 
‘Private Lives’ at the Metropolitan. 
Its star, Edith Taliaferro, was a re- 
cent stock favorite here. House is 
dark again this week. 

‘On the Spot’ did not pull well for 
the Bainbridge stock at the Shubert, 
getting only about $3,000 at the 
Gayety, Harry Hirsch’s burlesue 
stock troupe pulled near $2,500. 








‘Witness’’ $9,000 Holds 
It for 3rd Frisco Week 


San Francisco, Nov. 39. 
J liday 

Snappy weather and the ho ‘ 
aided business for the town's two 
shows, ‘Silent Witness’ and ‘Broken 
Wing,’ last week. 

‘Witness,’ in its deuce week at the 
Curran, did quite well and stays 
another stanza before Cyrano Rae 
jergerac’ opens. This is the thirc 
and final week of Leo ane! ae A ~ 
‘The Broken Wing’ at Henry — y's 
Aleazar, giving way Sunday , “ 
Rebe Daniels in ‘The Last of Mrs. 
Cheyney.’ aii 

Operetta, revival, ‘The one 
Soldier,’ relights the Geary tonigh 
(Monday). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Broken Wing,’ Alcazar 
and final week) (D-1,200; 
Fair at $3,900. : : 

‘The Silent Witness, 


(3d 


Curran (2d 
Okay at $9,- 





week) ( D-1,700; $2.50). 


000, and holding for another week 





| plays, 
j $2.90 top. 


Cincy First SRO So Far 
For Jolson Sunday Nite 


Cincinnati, Nov. 30. 


The first sell-out of legit season 
was played to last night by Al Jol- 
son in ‘Wonder Bar’ at the Shubert. 
For the local engagement the top 
price is $3, 50-cent cut from the 
show’s scale in other towns. Mati- 
nee prices are $1 to $2. Shubert 
seats 2,175. 

Erlanger-Grand dark this week. 
English Shakespeare Company 
played to very light returns last 
week at this house. It has ‘Private 
Lives’ week Dec. 6. 


$1.50 DUNCANS 
$10,000 IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

Return of the Duncan Sisters to 
L. A. after a stage absence of four 
years was the big yell locally. Sis- 
ters are using their old musical, 
‘Topsy and Eva,’ slightly revamped 
and bringing on Vivian’s baby for 
bows. That’s sweet meat for the 
local Duncan fans who have 
watched the team since it left L. A. 
high school. Their opening week at 
the El Capitan will possibly get 
$10,000, best this house has done 
since Joe E. Brown opened in ‘Elmer 
the Great.’ 

Ideal theatre weather held up 
grosses for ‘Private Lives’ at the 
Hollywood Playhouse and ‘Tonight 
or Never’ at the Belasco. ‘Lives’ did 
slightly better than $8,000, equaling 
its previous week. Belasco was 
above the previous week with $10,- 
300. Unfamiliarity of the local pub- 
lic with the star, Helen Gahagan, 
possibliy kept the show from better 
grosses. Closed Saturday (28). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Topsy and Eva,’ El Capitan (ist 
week) (M-1,571; $1.50). Large ca- 
pacity at the small admission price, 
coupled with the popularity of the 
Duncan Sisters locally, made the 
$10,000 take possible. Run may be 
extended until after the holidays. 

‘Tonight or Never,’ Belasco 
week) (CD-1,103; $2.50). 
300, but closed Saturday. 

‘Private Lives,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (3rd week). Holding steady 
at $8,100 for the third week. 


Revivals Click in 
Boston—$28,000 for 
Maude Adams’ Week 


Boston, Nov. 30. 

Revivals are clicking here. Maude 
Adams, in for a week at the Co- 
lonial, and with an extra matinee, 
did $28,000. That’s the best that 
could possibly be done at the scale. 

While this was going on, at the 
Shubert ‘The Student Prince’ did 
better than $20,000 for a week, with 
more than $14,000 in the box office 
before it opened. Show is held in 
for at least one additional week. 
More encouraging news is the claim 
of the biggest advance sale ever re- 
corded for the ‘Follies.’ 

Only opening this week was Ethel 
Barrymore in ‘School for Scandal 
at the Plymouth. In final week at 
this theatre ‘House Beautiful’ did 
$11,000. 

In final week at the Majestic ‘Once 
in a Lifetime’ did $16,000. House 
is dark this week but will reopen 
next Tuesday with ‘Of Thee I sing,’ 
a new musical. 


HARTWIG CHANGES PLANS 


Sails To Recruit German Co.—New 
Lincoln Play Postponed 











(2d 
Got $10,- 














Original plan to introduce a new 
Lineoln impersonator in ‘If Booth 
Had Missed,’ by Arthur Goodman, 
has been changed. Walter Hartwig, 
Lee Shubert and Wm. Brady are 
producing the play, which has been 
shoved back until mid-winter be- 
cause of the Shubert financial dif- 
ficulties. Delay on this show has 
caused Hartwig to concentrate on 
the class German rep he will open 
next spring. 

Instead of a new Lincoln, Hart- 
wig is trying to obtain a known 
player. Deal for such a man was 
all but signed when Shubert and 
Brady moved for the change. 

Hartwig leaves for Europe 
around the middle of January. All 
the players for his German troupe 
will be engaged in Berlin. Idea, 
which has the support of Daniel 
Frohman and is to be run on the 
subscription plan, is also understood 


$1.59). ) +5 have social backing. 


Hartwig will show four German 
each to run two weeks ata 


Vinegar Tree, Guild's ‘Tomorrow 


Only So-So; Cutrate ‘Interlude Up 





Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Three shows scrammed over the 
weekend and three others quickly 
replaced them, leaving the total on 
tap still at 13. 
the finis of the current stanza, with 
‘Grand Hotel’ prospect to 
make up for the latter De- 
parting floppos continue to heave 
imprecations at the local cutrate 
blight, lamenting that the Chicago 
legit-going gentry have fallen into 
the habit of waiting for the new 
entries to yield to the clipped rate 
scale, 

Holiday inflow from out-of-town 
brought the box offices back to life 
from Wednesday night on after 
three days of dismal takings prac- 
tically everywhere. Heavy trade is 
anticipated the current week from 
the incoming draw of the Interna- 
tional Live Stock Exposition and 
Horse Show. 

Nobody last week drew really big 
coin. Even the two leaders of the 
field, ‘Vanities’ and ‘Crazy Quilt,’ 
failed to net better than a meagre 
profit, if that. These opposition 
revues, with the former in the sec- 
ond week and latter on its eighth 
lap, ran virtually neck and neck un- 
til Saturday night when a slight 
edge was conceded ‘Vanities.’ Both 
tallies figured around $22,000. 

Town this week finds itself with 
five musicals to pick from, two more 
than prevailed a year ago this time. 
‘Marching By’ took up an indefinite 
stand at the Great Northern to- 
night (30). Last minute Shubert 
order extended ‘Blossom Time’ an- 
other week after it had rolled up 
better than $15,000 on 10 perform- 
ances and strictly from among the 
two-for-one mob. 

Benny Rubin drops out of ‘Girl 
Crazy’ Dec. 5 and Gregory Ratoff, 
listed as the producer, has assigned 
himself to take over the star role. 
This wayward chilld of the legit list 
started off the week with a brutal 
take on Sunday but picked up 
enough momentum Wednesday 
night to come near $12,000 for its 
eighth week. 

After three weeks of paltry appeal 
outside of the Drama League sub- 
scribers, ‘Mrs. Moonlight’ departed 
for Kansas City Saturday. Dick 
Herndon also folded up his ‘Unex- 
pected Husband,’ which shifted to 
the Cort from the Adelphi three 
weeks ago. Sojourn at the former 
spot had cost Herndon some of the 
profits he had carried away from 
the Clark street haven. 

O. E. Wee's version of ‘Strange 
Interlude’ wound up its second and 
final week to $9,000. They started 
flocking Wednesday and it was ca- 
pacity from then on. ‘Vinegar Tree’ 
got a three grand leap on the week, 
but the comedy moves anyway at 
the end of this week, its third, to 
Cleveland. Response from the start 
has been disappointing. 

Entry week did well for ‘Tomor- 
row and Tomorrow,’ first of the 
Guild shows at the Blackstone this 
season, bringing a hefty $12,000. 
Critics gushed schoolboyishly over 
the good time they had at the other 
week’s opening, the Billy Bryant 
Showboat version of ‘Ten Nights 
in a Bar Room,’ and the curious 
threw enough two to eight bit pieces 
into the Studebaker to total better 
than $4,000 on the week. 

‘The Weaker Sex,’ put together by 
Laura Wilck, opened Sunday at the 
Cort while ‘Payment Preferred,’ an- 
other Drama League candidate, set- 
tles down at the Harris tonight (30) 
for a four weeks stay. On next Sat- 
urday night’s closing list, besides 
‘Vinegar Tree,’ there’s ‘Blue Ghost’ 
at the Playhouse and ‘Blossom 
Time,’ Grand. Show mob opinion 
on the chances of a long run for 
‘Grand Hotel,’ which comes into the 
Grand next Tuesday night (8) is 
divided. Nothing else carded defi- 
nitely until Christmas Day when 
both Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar’ and 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ take up opposi- 
tion stands. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blossom Time,’ Grand*"(3d week) 
(O-1,360; $3). No Jletup from the 
two-for-one parade all week; neat 
splice for the Shuberts in that $15,- 
000 pure. Holdover for the current 
week necessitated canceling Detroit. 
Pittsburgh date stands for the time 
being. ‘Grand Hotel’ moves in here 
Dec. 8. 

‘Blue Ghost,’ Playhouse (5th week) 
(D603; $3). Slated to go Dec. 5, 
with nothing in view to replace. Past 
week under $4,500, this mystery 
show goes into film houses in 55- 
minute tabloid form. 

‘Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo (8th week) 
(R-1,430; $3). Agency sales picked 
up and final addition showed just 
about $22,000. In for another two 
weeks and may have to hold on until 
Dec. 19, the ‘Vanities’ pull-out date. 

Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (8th week) 
(M-1,997; $3). Cut-rate eligibility 
extended to Saturday and Sundays. 
Gregory tatoff replacing Benny 
Rubin Dec. 5, leaving Frances Upton 


the only 


loss. 





| 


only principal left in cast that 
|opened here. Claims around $12,000 
‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (10th 


week) (D-1,363; $3). 


Three more blow at | 





Spotty irst: 


part of week but sudden reaction to 
capacity Thursday and for rest of 
stanza, so nudged over $17,000, 

‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ Harris (4th-final 
week) (D-219 $3). Meant almost 
nothing to the agencies during its 
stay. Blew to around $9,500 for 
Kansas City. Next of the Drama 
League list, ‘Payment Deferred,’ 
came in tonight (30), with Charles 
Laughton featured. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ Black- 
stone (lst week) D-1,219; $3). 
Favorable comment from dailies but 
not enthusiastically so. Initial take 
of around $12,000 indicates moderate 
clicking for the limited three weeks. 

‘Strange Interlude,’ Great North- 
ern (2nd-final week) (D-1,365). Re- 
covered from first week’s fizzle and 
collected an easy $9,000 on the last 
stanza. Left Saturday for Mil- 
waukee. 

‘Ten Nights in a Barroom,’ Stude- 


baker (list week) (D-1,001; $1). 
Lark angle encouraged by critics 
responsible for the response that 


netted Pilly Bryant -and the house 
a substantial $4,500. In on a week 
to week basis, with a maximum of 
three more. Harry Minturn brings 
in his production of ‘Elizabeth the 
Queen’ Dec. 27, with Elizabeth Ris- 
don and a $2.50 top. 

‘Tonight or Never,’ Adelphi (2nd 
week) (C-908; $3). Fritzi Scheff 
responsible for the sustained in- 
terest in this one; holding up nicely 
at around $10,000. Has two more 
weeks to go. 

‘Vanities,’ Erlanger (2nd week) 
(M-1,318; $3). Staged snappy come- 
back in midweek, but stayed within 

22,000. Booking calls for two more 
weeks. 

‘Vinegar Tree,’ Selwyn (2nd week) 
(C-1,086; $3). Claimed $12,000 but 
much disappointed after drawing 
great notices. Run limited to three 
weeks. Leaves for Cleveland this 
coming Saturday. 


‘Weaker Sex’ Cort (list week) 
(C-1,984; $2.50). Opened Sunday 


(29); plans to hit New York later in 
season. Cast opened cold without 
break-in. 


Musicals Fight It 
Out in Pitt—Crowd’ 
$21,000; ‘Bar’ $27,000 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 30. 

Plenty of legit competition here 
for the holiday week, with Jolson’s 
‘Wonder Bar’ (Alvin) pitted against 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ (Nixon). 

‘Crowd’ had plenty to overcome 
inasmuch as its three stars are vir- 
tually unknown here, but with an 
extra Thanksgiving mat, and good 
trade from Thursday on, it man- 
aged to squeeze out around $21,- 
000 at $3.85 top. 

Jolson gave no extra mat, but ran 
the Alvin up to $27,000, its best fig- 
ure this season. That’s okay, but 
not what Jolson shows used to do 
here on a holiday week. His ‘Big 
Boy,’ which played this site at the 
same time six years back, was good 
for around $37,000. 

Cancellation of ‘Constant Sinner’ 
leaves the Alvin dark this week, 
house relighting next Monday (7) 
with a return of ‘Blossom Time’ and 
then ‘House Beautiful,’ third pres- 
entation of Professional Players. 
Nixon has ‘Private Lives’ current 
with ‘As Husbands Go’ (Guild) to 
follow. After that, nothing in sight 
for either house. 


POSTAL STILL ACTIVE 


But On Changed Basis with Leblang 
—No More 25c. Premiums 














Report that Postal Telegraph is 
out of the theatre ticket field is an 
error. Combined agencies of Postal 
and Leblang’s central ticket office is 
expected to continue indefinitely. 

Control system of using slips rv- 
deemable inside the lobbies of 
houses where hits are located, was 
temporarily abandoned. Reason 
given was that because so many 
strangers are coming into New York 
for the football games the control 
might result in confusion at curtain 
time. The system is expected to re- 
sume this month. 

Postal and the Leblang office are 
now working on a changed arrange- 
ment so far as premiums are con- 
cerned. Formerly Postal was paid 
25 cents on each order sold in the 
central office. Now Postal fees are 
limited to the actual sales made 
through any of its branches. Such 
branches also collect messenger 
charges when deliveries are made, 

Under the new plan the Postal- 
Leblang agency is said to be operat- 
ing at a profit. Postal assented to 
the change, regarding the ticket ace 
tivity as promotion and publicity for 
its name. 
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Plays on Broadway 





THE GOOD FAIRY 


Comedy in three acts and an epilog pre- 
sented at Henry Miller's, Nov. 24, by Gil- 
bert Miller: written by Ferenc Molnar, 
with English text by Jane Hinton; Helen 
Hayes starred: staged by the producer; 
Walter Connolly featured. 

The Head Waiter 
Underwaiter.. ceo wens pis e+-..nalo 
- Evelyn 


McGrath 
Douday 
toberts 
Hayes 

, Dougie ais Wood 
Connolly 

Ruth "Hammond 
..Jack Lynds 


Sporum 
Karoline..... 
Law Clerk. 


The combination of Gilbert Mil- 
ler and Molnar as ‘producer and 
author, worked out successfully 
heretofore and it has done so again, 
with the aid of Helen Hayes, who is 
‘The Good Fairy’ for both. 


Mr. Miller did more than pro- 
duce this fairly good comedy. On 
the opening night he came before 
the curtain with a graceful ex- 
planation as to ‘the why ‘of the 
epilog. The manager said he had 
written the author asking why 
playwrights persisted in leaving 
their characters in an unsatisfac- 
tory status. So Molnar wrote the 
appendum showing the people of 
the play in a happy ¢elebration 10 
years after thé finaleé-curtain. .Un- 
derstood Mr. Miller does not intend 
going on nightly; his stage manager 
handling that assignment. 

The little twist that brought on 
the epilog seems to have had the 
desired result. The second act was 
best and the third act needéd some- 
thing to lift up the performance. 
The play ended in the ‘scene it 
opened with, a private dining room, 
presumably in Vienna. 

There, Lu, describing herself as 
a glow worm, being an usherette in 
a picture theatre, meets Konrad, 
millionaire head of a South Ameri- 
can syndicate, which is establish- 
ing branches in Europe. Konrad is 
quite taken with the charm of little 
Lu, who poses as the wife of an 
imaginary attorney and, being 2a 
lady, resists before consenting to 
sutrender to her amorous admirer. 

Lu refuses gifts of jewels and 
cars from Konrad, but ‘when he 
suggests he might make her fic- 
ticious lawyer-husband wealthy by 
appointing him the syndicate’s legal 
representative, she grabs that idea. 
Being a good little fairy, liking to do 
things to help other people, she se- 
lects a name out of the telephone 
directory. Dr. Max Sporum is the 
attorney so chosen. He is poor and 
gets the surprise of his life when 
Lu comes to explain the miracle. 
But in the end the good fairy has 
only caused trouble for the middle- 
aged Sporum. He never begins his 
duties for the syndicate because Lu 
breaks a date with the rich man 
and the lawyer's contract is voided. 

The epilog scenes the 10th an- 
niversary of Lu’s happy marriage, 
but just whom she had wed isn’t 
apparent until the finale of the 
play. Sporum is a college profes- 
sor married to his secretary, Karo- 
line. The headwaiter to whom Lu 
was engaged and who failed after 
opening his own cafe, is back at 
his old job but this night is a guest 
of Lu’s. The millionaire and a diplo- 
mat are other guests at the party. 

The Lu of Miss Hayes is the 
gaiety of ‘The Good Fairy’ and 
her recent success in the films will 
doubtless aid in the draw. Walter 
Connolly comes through with an- 
other excellent performance as the 
poor lawyer. Paul McGrath as the 
head waiter, and Ruth Hammond 
as Karoline played well. Cast 


numbers eight and, while there are 
two high salaries, the show should 
not be costly to operate. However, 
there is Molnar’s royalty and that 
is something. 

‘The Good Fairy’ should draw 
class audiences and register even 
in this wobbly season. Ibee. 


Miss Gulliver Travels 


Comedy in 
Hudson Nov. 
by latter 


the 
written 


three acts presented at 
25 by George Ford; 
and Ethel Taylor. 

Ned Gulliver rut 
ee} GRRE U ORs ok ccc cet ceveces Ethel 
Hermoine Dracey .....-. Evelyn Beresford 
Kendle Dracey Robert Noble 
Rowley Rvuggles........-+.- y Ratcliffe 
Sidney Spoonbill Arthur Bowyer 
Lily Heather 
Lem Fink 

Peter Dracey 

Tom Scroggins 

Matthew Bottlejohn. 

Sir George Beresford... 
Henry Breckenridge 
John Crump Lewis Douglass 
Norman Guffy James Mullin 
Alfred Clayton Lunk..............Al Ochs 
Scipio Johnson Doe Doe Green 
Cariolanus .Richard Kane 
Kickapoo Waddlepop James Benton 
has not had a suc- 
a period that friends 

‘Miss Gulliver Trav- 
els’ to click,. but it seemed hopeless. 
Opened last Wednesday and will 
probably go off this week. 

It is a play of actor folk, a troupe 
of British players touring over here 
in 1811. The program billing of cer- 
tain characters is more amusing 
than the play. One, for instance, is 
identified ‘as playing ‘heavy tragedy, 
kings and affable rustics’,, another 
specializes, in ‘genteel comedy and 
irate fathers,’ but a giddy actress 
hardly rates the billing of ‘romps 
and first old women.’ 

The Gulliver troupe is first dis- 
closed in a ‘roadhouse near Albany. 
Business is very bad. A stranger im- 
parts the information that the play- 
ers. would be welcome in Kentucky, 
rated a Jand of plenty and good 
bourbon whiskey. They take to the 
road in gaudy wagons of the day 
and they come to grief in an Ohio 
village. Four years later, however, 
things are looking up and the lo- 
cale is a Washington theatre where 
‘Romeo and -Juliet’ is supposedly 
performed before distinguished 
people, including the president. 
Perhaps the play looked like a 
novelty to the actors, but the first 
nighters rated it a mistake. At one 
time it was thought to be good 
stage fun to josh the legit actor of 
olden days. That ‘appears to have 


K elly 
Taylor 


 Seomen Mullin 
Cooper-Cliffe 
Craig Ward 


The Hudson 
cess in so long 
rooted hard for 


‘been long out-moded. 


George Ford and Ethel Taylor au- 
thored the piece, the former pre- 
senting it and the latter said to 








have bankrolled it. No doubt a sin- 
cere effort but a wasted one. 
Ibee. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


‘Versailles’ by Emil Ludwig. Prob- 
ably next for the Theatre Guild but 
unlikely before January. 

‘Commissioner of Police’ by Lowell 
Brentano and Fulton Cursler. To 
east for Crosby Gaige Dec. 28. 

‘Trespass,’ by S. C. Upham. 
Starts rehearsals this week for a 
new producer, George Brandt. Play 
previously announced by Burton 
Huford. 

‘Man of Magic,’ by Shirley Warde, 
Vivian Cosby, and Fulton Oursler. 
Next for Bobby Newman. A mys- 
tery meller. 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Little Women’ (Brady) Play- 
house. 

‘Bloody Laughter’ (Schwartz) 
49th. 

‘Arcady and _ Back’ 
Gowan & Reed) Bijou. 

‘Son of God’ (Group Theatre) 
Mansfield. 

‘Society Girl’ (Brandt) Am- 
hassador. 

‘Of Thee | Sing’ 
ris) Music Box. 


(Mac- 


(Sam Har- 











Sacramento Scrams 
Over Each Weekend; 
Legit Does Likewise 


Sacramento, Nov. 30. 

Herbert Clark Players, at the 
Plaza, playing the first four days of 
each week only. Sacramento, being 
the state capital, virtually closes the 
rest of the week in favor of San 
Francisco and other points. 

Clark and Clyde Armstrong, 
ducing director, figure their Mon- 
day to Thursday policy will hold 
them in where previous alil-week 
stock ventures have flopped. 
Troupe includes Winifred Tearle, 
Peder Arlen, Peggy Clarken and 
Juliet Goodwin in addition to Clark, 
Robert Fairfax, Florence Bell and 
Rollo Meeks. 


pro- 





Standard Salaried Stock 
Having Coin Trouble 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Thomas Hawkins’ dramatic stock 
try at the Tudor theatre, Evanston, 
with all actors at $25 a week, hit 
the bumps when Hawkins couldn’t 
pay salaries Saturday night (28) at 
the end of his first week. 

Equity office has notified Hawk- 
ins that unless the $350 salary list 
is met by tonight (Monday) Equity 
will pay off from the bond and post 
a week’s closing notice. 


Sharp’s Road ‘Death’ 


George Sharp, normally a stock 
producer, turns to the road for his 
next try. Will open ‘Death Takes 
a Holiday’ in Pennsylvania around 
Jan. 1. 

Don Burroughs will play the 
male lead with Sharp trying to ob- 
tain Anne Forrest as _ principal 
femme. 





through Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
the south. 


and 





SETTLE FREIBURG SUIT 


Syracuse, N. Y., Noy. 30. 
Action brought here by the Albert 
Wickes Platform Service, Inc., of 
Boston, against the Freiburg Pas- 
sion Play in English, Inc., which 
resulted in a verdict of $2,937 has 
been settled and the play has re- 
sumed a seasonal tour. 
Equipment of the company was 
seized after it had played a 
local engagement, plaintiff booking 
agency claiming commissions due. 





REJECT STOCK OFFERS 


Denver, Noy. 30. 

Ben Ketcham and George Cleve- 
land have rejected offers to estab- 
lish stock companies in Kansas City 
and Salt Lake City. 

The pair are successfully holding 
forth here with such a troupe at the 
Denham. ~« 





Howell’s Conn. Troupe 

Danbury, Conn., Nov. 39. 
George Howell has formed a com- 
pany of professional and semi-pro 
players here. Group, under the 
name of the Danbury Players, will 
present productions in the sur- 
rounding territory. 

Company includes George Alling- 
ham, Warren C. Rockwell, Gladys 
Gilbert, Fred C. Gilbert and Gloria 
Young. 





Aulger Stock Moves 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Nov. 30. 
Aulger brothers’, stock closed at 
the Majestic and is to open eight 
weeks at Princess, Fort Dodge. 














Representatives: 


RIXIE FRIGANZA 


NOW PLAYING LOEW’S NEW YORK THEATRES 
CARGILL & DOBSON 








Bookings will take the company |: 





It’s on Again 


Untitled .musical by Moss Hart 
and Irving Berlin, which Sam Har- 
ris called off earlier this season, is 
on again. It will probably follow 
Harris’ present show ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,’ which opens in Boston Dec. 
8 and comes into the Music Box 
around the 28th. 

Probability is that the Hart- 
Berlin play will open around Feb- 
ruary. Casting begins shortly, there 
being the possibility that Harry 
Langdon, Lulu McConnell and An- 
drew Tombes, previously engaged, 
will go back again. 





Goldtree’s in Again 
At Frisco Green St. 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 
Street is about the 
size of an Austin tucked upstairs 
over a cafe and given a _ sizeable 
play by the liberal-minded and 
those looking for something spicy. 
It's been running under the Sid 
Goldtree banner for several years, 
interrupted occasionally by a police 
raid with no dire results. ‘Spicy 
French farces’ are its entree, most 
of them originating in the brains of 
local pen men. 

Theatre has been 
its reopening and 
painted red. New 
the wall, too, but 
remain. 

Stage is of postage stamp dimen- 
sions and requires agile juggling of 
the cast to prevent crowding. 

Current offering is ‘Whoops My 
Dear,’ which Goldtree did last year 
as ‘The Peephole.’ Nothing changed 
except the cast and the new bunch 
is better. Three new blackouts pre- 
cede the farce and several songs 
are interpolated. A piano duo, the 
Beale gros., provides entre act 
éntertainment. 1 

Sast includes Hugh Metcalfe, 
Ernest Young, Willard Hall, Ginger 
Pearson, Dee Loretta, Charlotte 
Neste, Gerald Heather, Anna Closs. 
Gudy Swanson, Robert Lawler and 
Gilbert Neiman. 


6th Year Road ‘Dracula’ 


Still another ‘Dracula’ company 
goes out on the road this. week. 
making the sixth year for road 
shows of the play. Newest company 
will be sent out by Luke Comness, 
and will stick to the South pretty 
much. 

Harry Eldridge is playing the 
title role, with Marcella Gaudell in 
support. 


STOCKLESS SAN DIEGO 


San Diego, Nov. 80. 

San Diego is without a dramatic 
stock for the first time in years. 
Closing of the Savoy marks the end 
of a five year stock run. 

Lawrence Marsh, manager of the 
house, gave way to Ralph Hayward 
who is planning legit shows. No 
legit has been offered here since the 
Spreckels went talker. Hayward is 
the son of Harry Hayward, veteran 
Coast theatrical man. 


The Green 


done over for 
the 250 chairs 
decorations on 
startling nudes 











60c STOCK TO GO 


St. Paul, Nov. 30. 

Despite a drop of from $1 to a 60 
cent top, Shubert stock house folded 
Saturday (28). Benz interests, 
which own the house and backed 
the stock company, are wiring for 
sound, 

Same interests have the Lyceum, 
dime second-runner, directly across 
the street. 





BENNETT’S ‘CYRANO’—FRISCO 
San Francisco, Nov. 30. 

Richard Bennett, in ‘Cyrano de 

Bergerac,’ goes into the Curran fol- 


lowing three weeks of ‘The Silent 
Witness.’ 


WALLACE POSTPONES OPENING 


‘The Second Coming,’ new play 
by George Bryant, opens at the 
Provincetown Playhouse next Mon- 
day (7). Original premiere was 
scheduled for last night (Monday). 

Jerome H. Wallace is producing. 


_ JEWISH FEDERATION BENEFIT 


Performance will be held at the 
;Carroll next Sunday (6) for the 
| benefit of the Federation of Jewish 
| Charities, 

Show will be under the direction 
of S. L. Rothafel. 








st 


Concerts 
By Sallie 


+ ote 


Opera With a Thrill 

The Chinese opera, “L’Oracolo,” 
had its first performance at the Met 
and is a thriller. 
melodies. 

Antonio Scotti, credited 
first performance 15 
again did Chem Fen. 
keeper of an opium den, murderer 
kidnapper and what-not, is qa ‘ 
exhibit of Scotti's value as an actor 
also. His lack of big tones Were 
overshadowed by his acting and he 
was forced to take the curtain 
alone, several times. Lucrezia Bori, 
who looked like a bit of porcelain 
was Ali Yoa. Armand Tokatyan as 
the youthful lover with a voice 
rich quality, was excellent. 

Foreign Minister: Grandi was the 
oceasion for much buzzing. Scotti 
gave the Fascisti salute to the 
visitor's box. Mme. Grandi, typical. 
ly the Italian type, wears her wealth 
of black hair parted in the middle, 
She was beautifully gowned in 
white satin with jewels. 

Farrar’s Final Concerts 

What was supposed to be 
ine Farrar’s final concert 
ance had a program at Carnegie 
covering Berlioz, a gavotte of Le- 
maire, the sombrero of Chaminade 
and songs of Schumann and Franz, 

Miss Farrar was radiant in «a 
shimmering bouffant gown with sil« 
ver lace petticoat, over which was 
brocade silver and pink, cut very 
decollete back, surplus, and round 
high neck. 

In. queenly fashion, 
encores played by her 
Arthur Rosenstein, she sent a thrill 
through her audience by sitting at 
the piano and playing her own ace 
companiment to two songs 

In the audience were many of the 
profession, Rachmaninoff, Fritz 
Kreisler, De Luca and Marion Talley 
among them. 


It holds haunting 


with a 
years ago 
His crafty 


fine 


of 


Gerald 
appeare- 


after several 
accompanist, 


Toscanini’s First This Season 

Arturo Toscanini conducted for 
the first time this season in Care 
negie Hall. Franck’s Symphonic 
piece from the ‘Redemption’ and the 
Allegro Moderato movement ef Mo-« 
zart's ‘Symphony in A  Maior’ 
(played for the first timé’ by the 
Society) were done in a manner 
as only one could expect from Tos- 
canini. 

Assisting artist was Adolf Busch, 
who played the Beethoven concerto 
in D major, opus 61, as well:as the 
Bach violin concerto in A Minor, 
Mr. Busch is known as a splendid 
interpreter of both these composers. 





STOCK AT BROAD ST. 
Broad St. theatre, one of News 
ark’s two subway spots, is a legit 
stock possibility Dec. 28. House 
like other suburban theatres, is have 
ing booking trouble. 





Danbury’s Troupe 
Danbury, Conn.; Nov. 30. 
Stock troupe scheduled to open at 

the Empress theatre tonight (Mone 
day). Cast includes Rupert Lae 
Belle, Helen Kingsley, Arnold Daly, 
Victor Sutherland, Charlotte Dene 
niston, Roy Elkins, Vola Kane, Wal- 
ter Jones, Melba Palmer, Forrest 
Taylor, Ernest Rand and Henry 
Norell. Victor Sutherland is pro- 
ducing. 











If You Want to 
Know 


The Worth of a Dollar 
Try to Borrow One 


Emergencies—sudden _ illness— 
erash in stocks—closing of 
banks, etc., throw vivid lights on 
the value of cash. 


Let us show you how to save— 
how to provide an income that 
will take care of any emergency. 

Do business with a firm with 
over 20 years’ experience. 


For Further Information See 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 
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~~ London Show World 





London, Nov. 19. 

ing of the original team of 
eee oder and Mose was due to 
James Carew (Alexander) deciding 
on quitting. Parting was amicable. 
But when Alexander and Mose re- 
appeared, with Albert Whelan tak- 
ing ‘Alexander’ role, Carew ob- 
jectel, claiming prior right to 
name. To avoid legal tangles every 
ag used by preceding act was de- 
Sted, although idea of name and 
most of material came from Billy 
fose). Act now billed as 


nett (% 
ene New Alexander and the Old 


Mose.’ 


They may bar American perform- 
ers+and other aliens—until Lon- 
don amusement purveyors are 100% 
British, but certain resident Ameri- 
ean pros will go right on doing 
their stuff, gratis, of coure. 

The other night at a private party 
at the Ritz Ethel Levey did a song 
and dance that panicked her select 


audience. 








Dorothy Dickson did the same 
thing at a private party at Clar- 
jdge’s given to bid von voyage to 


Lady Louis Mountbatten, off to 
Madeira the next day. And she was 
a riot also. 


Lady Mountbatten’s ostensible 
reason for leaving town at this 
time of year is to be near her hus- 
pand, stationed in a naval post at 
Madeira. But to intimates she 
makes no bones about admitting 
the real reason—the increased su- 
per taxes! 





Gilded Youth 

The Scheftel brothers—two young 
Americans at Oxford—are making 
a name for themselves in the 
smartest West End hotels and res- 
taurants as hosts deluxe. The 
other night they engaged the en- 
tire grill room at the Dorchester 
and threw a party for 200 guests 
the like of which hasn’t been seen 
since 1918. Preparations for the 
party were kept very quiet. Many 
ef the guests arrived a. a result 
ef a last-minute telephone call. 
Among these were a dozen newly 
elected members of Parliament, all 
youngsters. 

To keep the party strictly select 
the Scheftel brothers submitted the 
list of guests to Lord and Lady 
Brecknock—who know. 

A special cabaret turned out to 
be a wow! Florence Desmond did 
a series of impersonations, includ- 
ing a keen caricature of Dorothy 
Dickson, who was present. 


As Wallace Sees It 

Edgar Wallace is packing for his 
trip to Hollywood. It has been an- 
nounced he is under contract to 
work for three years there, but to 
friends he admits the chances are 
good he will be back in London in 
time to see the Grand National next 
March. 

His contract is one of those op- 
tional things—and he is. wise to 
what has happened to plenty of his 
fellow countrymen. 

At that he isn’t worrying. He fig- 
ures he will take out of Hollywood 
alot more than Hollywood will take 
out of him. 





Civilizing London 
It had to come sooner or later, 
and now it has started. A West End 
hotel is being planned with a bath- 
room to every bedroom at a popu- 
lar price. Kettners are behind it. 





The breaks of show business: 
Clifford Bax, who wrote ‘Immortal 
Lady,’ now current at the Royalty, 
went up against it with two other 
shows he wrote. When he was ready 
with a piece, ‘Shakespeare,’ he 
found Clemence Dane’s ‘Will Shake- 
Speare’ just ahead of him, and with 
his ‘Mr. Pepys’ was preceded in 


production b ‘ - , . 
$0 to Bed” y J. B. Fagan’s ‘And 





Bax is now working on a new 
Play for Matheson Lang, who won't 
os about it. He won't even have 

typed until absolutely necessary. 





Margaret Carlyle, who has been 
Playing the heroine in Sir Alfred 
ae Viktoria and Her Hussar’ 
amy Palace, left to return to New 
‘ to marry Leonard Seeley, who 
8 playing there. 





Joe Coyne j i i 
: S to write his me- 
pig Despite his 60-odd years Joe 
S48 slender as a youth and still 


Walks five miles th , 
rough th arks 
every afternoon. : ne : 


Peter Par Does Grow Up 
tle meee ree who played the ti- 
will pla n ‘Peter Pan’ 25 years ago, 
vival y Mrs. Darling in this year's 





meen Gertrude Lawrence reap- 
na cuter her accident it will be 
ara’ Omedy titled ‘Can the Leop- 

* Tan Hunter 





opposite. 
>... 
neving passed 10 library deals, 
ow hones of Wimpole Street, 


as py ring its 500th performance, 
hade a new sale te the 


vendors, ticket 


a ; ——_. 
tag twelfth annual six weeks’ 
at Olympia, directed by Ber- 


+ 





ee 
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CAN’T FIND DORIS KEANE 





And Cochran Wants to Do Musical 
Version of ‘The Czarina’ 





Will some one page Doris Keane? 
They can’t find her and C. B. Coch- 
ran wants to do a musical version 
in London of ‘The Czarina’ to which 
she holds the rights. 

Efforts to lacte Miss Keane in 
England, on the Continent and in 
the States have been unavailing to 
date. The eminent actress last did 
‘The Czarina’ at the Empire, New 
York, in 1922. 


Trick Effects for 
Anderson’s Revue 
Will Cost $70,000 


London, Nov. 30. 

Moss Empires is spending about 
$70,000 on John Murray Anderson’s 
Hippodrome revue ‘Bow Bells.’ 
Piece will introduce some new ar- 
chitectural construction which does 
away with curtains. Trick stuff was 
devised by Anderson and Herman 
Rossi and will necessitate closing 
the theatre three weeks for installa- 
tion. 

Additional cast members taken on 
are Jacques Sartier, Betty Frankiss, 
Edwin Styles, Max Well, Miller and 
Wilson and Billy Milton. Milton is 
walking out of the lead of the Mis- 
tinguette revue in Paris fer the 
Hippodrome piece. 

Morris Green is expected here 
from New York for the opening of 
‘Bells’ to obtain an American op- 
tion. At the same time he will talk 
over reviving the ‘Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies’ with Anderson. 

Lime Trio is the only American 
act in the show that developed 
labor trouble. Ministry at first re- 
fused them a permit on the ground 
they were replaceable. After con- 
sideration the refusal was rescinded. 








Zamyatin, Leading Russia 
Writer, Coming Over Here 


Moscow, Nov. 20. 


Eugene Zamyatin, who translated 
and adapted “Front Page” for Rus- 
sian production, will visit the 
United States for a six months’ 
stay. He has just left for Europe 
and will linger there some weeks, 
arriving in New York in January. 

Zamyatin is one of the most 
gifted of the present-day Russian 
writers. Several of his plays are 
now running in Moscow and Lenin- 
grad and he has many volumes of 
fiction to his credit. One of his 
plays, “London Flea,” a sort of 
modern fairy tale, grotesque and 
satirical in mood, has been running 
in the Second Moscow Art Theatre 
for several years, 

Zamyatin has also written exten- 
sively for the Russian films and is 
keyed up to meet Hoolywood face 
to face. 

His novel ‘We’ was published in 
New York about five years ago and 
a number of his short stories have 
appeared in American publications. 


Day and Night Shows 


London, Nov. 30. 

Piccadilly is negotiating for a re- 
vival of ‘Lilac Time’ and a minstrel 
troupe headed by Alexander and 
Mose for Christmas attractions. 

Idea is for the operetta to show 
evenings, with the minstrels in for 
matinees. 











tram Mills, opens Dec. 22. Willie 
Schuman will again be equestrien 
director, assisted by his brothers 
Ernst and Oscar, and the latter's 
young daughter, Cecile, will do a 
high school act. 





Atmosphere 
London, Nov. 21. _ 
‘Express,’ Nov. 15, 


The Sunday .. 
prints a photograph of (Miss) 
Vivien Lambelet, England’s young- 
est woman composer, whose com- 
position ‘Phantasmagoria wae re- 
cently played by the London + " 
phony Orchestra—ené captions 1 
‘Symphony in a Fiat. 

Miss Lambelet is seen seated “ 
the piano, at work on @ musica 
score. She is wearing trousers on 
her crossed legs, a man’s shirt, col- 
lar and tie under a man’s er 
and between her lips is 4 full-size¢ 
newly lit cigar! 


Paris Antics Against 
Foreign Bands Persist 


Paris, Nov. 30. 


The mobbing of restaurants em- 
ploying foreign musicians continues 
here. Several more places have been 
molested the past few days and 
gendarmes have had to be called 
several times. Idle French musi- 
cians are causing the uproar. 

Newest breakouts are not con- 
fined to Paris alone, there being 
similar trouble in Versailles. 


COHAN NAMES LONDON 
SHOWS GOOD FOR B’WAY 


London, Nov. 30. 


George Cohan saw 10 shows dur- 
ing his 10-day stop here and calls 
the present London show crop the 
best in years. Of the present Lon- 
don legits Cohan claims the follow- 
ing as sure-fire for New York: 
‘Waltzes from Vienna,’ ‘White Horse 
Inn,’ ‘Cavalcade,’ “‘There’s Always 
Juliet’ and ‘Autumn Crocus.’ 

Cohan left for Paris Wednesday 
(25). He'll stop off in Berlin before 
returning to New York. 








Paris, Nov. 30. 

Scheduled to hang around here 
and Berlin a couple more weeks, 
George M. Cohan was suddenly re- 
called to New York. 

Bert Feibelman went with him, 
the couple sailing suddenly on the 
‘Bremen’ Saturday (28). 





‘Waltzes from Vienna,’ ‘Cavalcade’ 
and ‘Autumn Crocus’ are already 
owned by different producers for 
New York. 


Mitchell in Charge 


Patterson McNutt has given up 
‘Cloudy With Showers, which he 
produced earlier this year, and 
Thomas Mitchell, who co-authored 
it, has assumed management. 
‘Cloudy’ closed Saturday (28) in 
Philadelphia under McNutt’s own- 
ership and reopens Xmas Day in 
Providence with Mitchell at the 
helm. 

Switch puts Mitchell in the posi- 
tion of ‘Cloudy’s’ featured player, 
co-author, director and producer. 
Providence date is followed by 
Boston at the Hollis. McNutt still 
has a percentage of the attraction. 


Dora Maughan’s Revue 


London, Nov. 30. 

Dora Maughan has found a 10,000 
pound bankroll (about $35,000) to 
back her in a new revue. 

Miss Maughan has an option on 
the Savoy theatre and is begin- 
ning to cast. Billy Caryll and Hilda 
Mundy will be in, among others. 
Script is by Rowland Leigh and 
Blanche Alter, wife of Lou Alter. 

Show will be officially presented 
by R. H. Gulliver. 


Bust-Ups Abroad 


Paris, Nov. 21. 

Matt Duffin and Jessie Draper, 
dancing team in the current Folies 
Bergere revue, will separate when 
the show closes in January. Break- 
up is due to a disagreement as to 
whether a renewal of costumes 
should be paid individually or 
shared. 

Miss Draper is now looking for a 
partner. Matt Duffin will team up 
with Chita, formerly of Carlos 
Chita. 

Other broken team is Mitti and 
Tillio, with Tillio now acting solo 
in the current Bouffes Parisiens 
revue. 

New team has been formed by 
Tommy Ladd and Mona Lee. 


‘Viktoria’ Closing 
London, Nov. 390. 

‘Viktoria and Her Hussar’ closes 
at the Palace Dec. 12, to go on the 
road. 

‘Monsieur Beaucaire’ 
Daly’s the same night. 
was a weak revival. 

Theatre will reopen Christmas eve 
with ‘La Poupee,’ another revival. 


Shuberts’ Remake 


Shuberts have dated ‘Little Rack- 
cteer,’ musical, pulled in recently 
from the road, for another try Dec. 
10. It’s to go into rehearsal at that 
time and will reopen after Xmas. 

Lita Grey Chaplin is now de- 
'clared to be certain for the cast, 
| replacing Grace Hayes. 

















closes at 
‘Beaucaire’ 











CHANCE BOOKINGS; NO PAY 


Continental Agents Fail to Protect 
Acts They Book 
Paris, Nov. 30. 

Times being as tough as they are, 
agencies here are taking all sorts 
of chances on booking and other ar- 
rangements for acts. Most of them 
end by the actor losing out. 

One of the latest instances is Glen 
Elly and Billie, booked into the Mof- 
fei theatre, Turin, for a week as 
Dolly and Billie. At the end of the 
week they couldn’t collect. 

Booking was made by the Henry 
Carson agency. 


Communistic Mill Hands 
Tell Moscow Theatre 
Troupe What They Want 


Moscow, Nov. 20. 


Entire Muscovite theatre world 
turned out Nov. 13 to do honor to 
the Vahtangoff theatre on its 10th 
anniversary. A gala performance 
of the theatre’s masterpiece, ‘Prin- 
cess,’ was clowned for the occa- 
sion, studded with speeches by not- 
ables called from the audience. 

The president of the Soviet Union, 
Michael Kalinin, sent a letter to the 
‘theatre collective’—which is Soviet 
for theatre company—and so did the 
Commissar of Education, M. Bub- 
nov. The head of the art depart- 
ment of the Commissiariat, M. Etin- 
goff, appeared in person and made 
the announcement that the govern- 
ment had voted to pay the theatre’s 
debts as a birthday present. 

To the few foreigners who partici- 
pated in the evening, the most curi- 
ous phase of the proceedings was 
the arrival of factory delegations. 
One came from way off in Siberia to 
bring the greetings of the workers 
on the Kuznetsk coal and iron con- 
struction. Another was from the 
23,000 workers of the electrical fac- 
tory in Moscow. Still others from 
Sickle-and-Hammer factory, the 
Red Army units, the aviation serv- 
ice, an automobile factory, etc. 

Addressing the Vakhtangoff troupe, 
which was out in full force on the 
stage, these workers’ delegates—a 
lot of them nervous to the point of 
incoherence—told them what they 
liked and what they didn’t like about 
the theatre’s repertory. ‘hey urged 
the actors to give more plays that 
would inspire the proletariat to 
greater enthusiasm and that would 
stimulate the Red Army to greater 
effectiveness. 

All théatres here are under the 
patronage of factories. In most 
cases a ‘cultural committee’ from 
the factory actually co-operates with 
the theatre management in the se- 
lection of plays and in their pro- 
duction, with a view to making the 
performance useful and compre- 
hensible for the working class. The 
extent to which the theatre and the 
factory are being drawn closer to- 
gether was strikingly displayed at 
this anniversary gathering. 

There is no question that the 
Vakhtangoff troupe deserved the 
praise that was showered upon it. 
Its repertory includes several of the 
best that the Moscow stage has to 
offer. 











Lion Attacks Helper 


Paris, Nov. 30. 

Tent show audience at Boulogne- 
sur-Seine, just outside of Paris, 
was panicked by a lion attacking 
an imprudent helper. 

Man lost his arm, in sight of the 
public, before anything could be 
done. 





LEAGUE’S SINGERS 


Geneva, Nov. 30. 

League of Nations has been gar- 
nering operatic people for the Dis- 
armament Festivals. 

Among those secured so far are 
members of the Scala, Milan; Grand 
Opera, Paris, and Opera in Bor- 
deaux. 


URRY AFTER TALENT 


London, Nov. 39. 
Leonard Urry left for New York 
Saturday (28) on the Bremen seek- 
ing cabaret attractions. 
Urry is booking for four London 





spots, 





Musicians, Agents’ Ass'n in Clash 
On British Policy Toward Aliens 


London, Nov. 30. 
London branch of the Musician’s 


Union met Thursday (26) and 
adopted a resolution to the effect 
that it strongly resents action of the 
Agents’ Association in soliciting 
support in the entertainment in- 
dustry for easing up entrance of 


foreign artists. Agents Association 
is an organization whose member- 
ship includes those agents that are 
mainly responsible for introducing 
alien artists and musicians into 
England, say the muscians, and 
their action is an unfair one. 
Resolution goes on to beg the 
Minister of Labor to resist attempts 
to weaken the government's fight to 
tighten up regulations affecting the 


admission of alien artists. Govern- 
ment must tighten up, claim the 
musicians, in order to help the 


thousands of unemployed artists and 
musicians who are looking to of- 
ficialdom to open up every possible 


avenue of employment for Brit- 
ishers in their own country. 
Representatives of every branch 


of the amusement industry on this 
side, except the Musicians’ Union, 
attended an earlier meeting to pro- 
test against tightening up of regula- 
tions governing admission of for- 
eign artists. Understood that Chair- 
man Chapman of the Musicians’ 
Union expressed a desire to attend 
and moved a resolution to that ef- 
fect but was out-voted by his or- 
ganization. 

One of the first things done was 
that the Variety Artists’ Federation 
sent cables to artists’ organizations 
in every part of the world to disre- 
gard all newspaper scares regard- 
ing English restrictions on talent 
importation. Cables called these 
stories only rumors and unfounded, 
also adding that the VAF is whole- 
heartedly in favor of international 
exchange of talent. 





Actors’ Equity received one of the 
cables described above Wednesday 
(25). Cable, with comment. by 
President Gillmore, was given to the 
New York dailies. 


ACTOR DEAD ON STAGE 
BUT PLAY GOES ON 


Vienna, Nov. 30. 

Edward Schreiber, playing the 
lead in ‘My Heart Is Thine,’ at the 
City theatre, fell dead on the stage 
as he finished singing a duet. Au- 
dience did not réalize what had 
happened. 

Action calls for the actor to make 
a deep bow at the point at which 
Schreiber toppled over. 

Stage manager ordered the play- 
ers ‘to continue as though nothing 
had occurred. 


‘Stepdaughters’ Cold 


London, Nov. 30. 
Special Sunday performance at 
the Embassy of ‘Stepdaughters of 
War’ revealed it as uncommercial. 
It’s a sort of feminine ‘All Quiet’ 
with a falsely morbid outlook on 
life. 





Play, based on the novel ‘Not So 
Quiet’ was shown in New York last 
season, lasting but a cotiple of 
weeks. 


Mild Accent Comedy 


London, Nov. 30. 
‘Champion North’ at the Royalty 
is another North country dialect 
comedy. Felicitously received by a 
friendly audience on opening night, 
Piece lacks sufficient stamina for 
an extended run. 


Weather 


London, Nov. 30. 
Worst fog of the year over the 
week-end, with consequent disas- 
trous business results. 
Takings at picture houses dropped 
about 20%. 








Paris, Nov. 30. 
Seasonable weather here, which 
ought to be helping business, but 
isn't. " 
Ixxcuse is that Frenchmen are 


}saving their sous for the holidays, 
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Harris on Shaw 


Because of the death of Frank 
Harris, which so closely followed the 
completion of his biography of G. 
Bernard Shaw, it was the subject of 
the sketch upon whom devolved the 
labor of final proofreading and 
which provided the brilliant Briton 
the opportunity to anticipate the 
commentators and give what is per- 
haps the truest commentary on the 
book in the volume itself. 


In his postscript Shaw writes: 
*Frank, famous for his pen portraits, 
was the most impossible of biogra- 
phers. He himself calls the sketches 
»-.-.contemporary portraits.... In 
spite of the fame of his ‘Life of 
Oscar Wilde,’ it is not really a biog- 
raphy: it is a series of impressions 
from successive personal contacts.’ 


This is offered not in a spirit of 
criticism, but rather in the nature 
ef an explanation as to the intent 
of the volume which bears the title 
‘Bernard Shaw: An unauthorized 
biography based on first-hand infor- 
mation.’ It is Frank Harris’ esti- 
mate of a contemporary much more 
than a serious and deeply considered 
analytic study of his protagonist, 
authentic in its historical data, but 
more interesting as a literary side- 
light than as a final appraisal of 
Britain’s foremost current man of 
letters. 


Once Harris passes the point of 
historical record, and this occupies 
the lesser half of the volume, the 
work becomes an interesting study 
rather than a valuation of the man 
and his work. And yet, because of 
the genius and brilliance of the 
writer, Harris’ Shaw probably will 
remain one of the outstanding of 
the many volume which presently 
will accumulate on this subject. 

In the earlier chapters Harris 
gives an easy, readable account of 
Shaw's antecedents, his early life, 
his development and his successes. 
It is told in a simple, flowing style, 
with much adduced which will be- 
come of value to the later and more 
ponderously exact historians. 

In close contact during the most 
important and decisive character 
forming episodes of Shaw’s career, 
it is perhaps only natura] that Har- 
ris should inject rather too much 
of his own personality; for Harris’ 
was far too marked an individuality 
to be edited out of any personal rec- 
ollections. But this is rather a fea- 
ture than a fault, and in a way gives 
authenticity to what he has written. 
He gives a recognizable portrait of 
the man of whom Oscar Wilde said 
‘he hasn’t an enemy in the world— 
and none of his friends like him.’ 

That his reports are correct is 
evident from the fact that Shaw 
himself held the final blue pencil, 
though he has courteously refrained 
from editing out such deductions 
and opinions as may have been per- 
sonaliy distasteful, if, indeed, any 
comment on Shaw might be regard- 
ed as distasteful to a man with the 
best self-advertising personality 
since P. T. Barnum, and with the 
same showmanly instinct for per- 
sonal exploitation. 

Written before the recent Shaw- 
Terry letter discussion, the book 
only glancingly treats of that cor- 
respondence, assigning it, and per- 
haps properly, in the category of a 
number of similar literary friend- 
ships of a personality concerning 
which Harris, surely an expert on 
sex, has described as ‘so eager to 
win women and so frightened of 
possessing them.’ 

It is to this distaste for the more 
material exploitation of sex that 
Harris ascribes the coldness of 
Shaw's dramatic heroines. That 
comment is backed by numerous 
comments at scattered intervals, 
which uphold Harris’ contention 
that Shaw was more intrigued by 
the thought than the achievement; 
indeed, Shaw himself contributes to 
these comments the statement that 
it was not until he was 29 that he 
was beguiled into actually tasting 
the pleasures wl ich in the abstract 
80 intrigued him. 

Harris's Shaw is a pleasantly 
written treatise, told in flowing 
prose, and unhampered by a labored 
and meticulous reverence for dates 
and data. It is a book that should 
interest, and perhaps inform, the 
vast army of Shavian enthusiasts, 
and which lacks entirely the qull- 
ness of the usual biographer. It is 
to be questioned whether a more 
readable history of Shaw will be 
produced. 

The volume is prefaced by the 
author with a series of letters in 
which Shaw passed from a flat re- 
fusal to countenance the work to a 
grudging assent. It is followed by 
a postscript written by Shaw fol- 
lowing his editing of the volume in 
which he pays graceful tribute to his 
dead friend. 

The book is dedicated to Frank 





Scully, ‘who goaded me into under- 
taking it and then wouldn't let me 
have a minute’s peace till it was 
completed.’ It is probably due to 
Scully’s insistence that the book 
was left in completed form. 

The American edition was pub- 
lished last Friday by Simon & 
Schuster, 





Frank Schwab Dies 


Frank G. Schwab, 44, reporter for 
the New York City News Associa- 
tion for more than 13 years died 
after a brief illness. Mr. Schwab 
was buried in Woodlawn cemetery. 
He is survived by a widow, Ger- 
trude, and two sisters, Carolyn and 
Marie. 

Schwab, rated as one of the aces 
of the City News, covered the Su- 
preme Court for many years. He 
was a protege of Supreme Court 
Justice Lehman. Schwab studied 
law and his advice was sought by 
newspapers. 

During the World War, Schwab 
was at Camp Upton and editor of 
the Camp’s newspaper. 

Many years ago he had served on 
the staff of the old morning ‘Sun.’ 
Later he joined the evening Sun. 
He quit to join the staff of the City 
News. He lived at 66 West 55th 
street. Funeral services were at 
Campbell's Funeral Church, 





WB8B-Hearst Peace 


Louella O. Parsons figured in 
making peace between W. H. Hearst 
and Jack L. Warner on the Coast. 

Warner took Hearst's star picture 
columnist to dinner and the U. S. C.- 
Stanford football game. Miss Par- 
sons then took Warner up to the 
Hearst ranch, so everything became 
jake. 

Simultaneously the local \ adv. 

campaigns on ‘Five Star Final’ took 
on a change of tone, switching from 
the sensational newspaper angle to 
strictly an Edward G. Robinson 
star-draw appeal. 
In the L. A. Hearst newspaper 
offices the Warner studio was iden- 
tified ‘as the same people who made 
‘Public Enemy’, indicating some 
previous Hearst peeve against WB 
over this picture. , 





Case of Radio Writers 

So long as radio refuses to play 
up the names of writers along with 
those of talent, as in the stage and 
picture field, it will never acquire 
the grade of material compatible 
with its status in the amusement 
world. This from those scribblers 
who have written for the ether but 
have turned away when other op- 
portunities offered, because they 
could not gain recognition. 

Radio scribblers can’t see why a 
broadcast can’t be preceded by 
credits to others concerned in the 
creation of the offering besides the 
talent. Sometimes a Medbury will 
get a mention, but the rest of the 
air program constructors remain 
unsung. 

If the radio scribblers could get 
recognition they might stick at it. 
Meanwhile they stick at it anyhow, 
because they need the money. But 
if they could get recognition—— 





Editorial Side Lines 

Editor of a mag published in the 
north has a racket by which he 
makes a little change on the side. 
Contributors who send in stuff in- 
formed that there is a little some- 
thing lacking in their stories. This, 
with the editor's offer, at a price, 
to aid the scribbler out of his ex- 
perience in touching up the tale to 
make it sellable. 

The contributor, seeing a sure 
sale, sends along the amount named. 
Editor returns the story touched up 
here and there, with the informa- 
tion that now it can’t help but sell, 
though not to his own mag because 
it’s slightly out of his line. 

The mag edited by this particular 
editor is a reputable publication, 
and quite likely the publisher 
doesn't know about the fanegling 
of his editor. 





New Sport Mag Bows In 

New sports monthly is ‘Westches- 
ter Sportlites,’ published by J. How- 
ard Collins, Jr. Early contributor 
is that well known Westchester 
Sportsman, Paul Gallico. Even the 
missus, A. T. Gallico, too, who is 
something of a sportswoman, her- 
self. 





More ‘Real Thing’ Stuff 

Anent the growing vogue among 
the pulp-paper mags for the true- 
account of type material, Dell will 
get out such a mag, the first of that 
type in the organization's large 
chain. The mag will be similar to 
‘Master Detective’ and Fawcett's 
‘Startling Detective Adventures.’ 

The new mag will be edited by A. 
H. Bittner, who already gets out 








Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending 
Nov. 28 by American News Co.) 








Fiction 
Maid in Waiting, by John 
Galsworthy .......-. ..-$2.60 
Shadows on the Rock, by Willa 
Cather? cccccccccoccees ee 2.590 
American Beauty, by Zdna 
Ferber cecccccssccccces » 200 
White Bird Flying, by Bess 
Streeter Aldrich......... 2.00 
10 Commandments, by War- 
wick Deeping........... 2.50 


Red Headed Woman, by Kath- 


arine Brush.....cceccss cece 2.00 
Non-Fiction 
Mourning Becomes Electra, by 
Eugene O’Neil.........- $2.50 


Washington Merry-Go-Round, 


ANONYMOUS .....22-2000 3-00 
The Great Mouthpiece, by 
Glome BWW .cccececscce 3.00 
Epic of America, by James 
T. AGAMSB.ccccccccseces - 3.75 


Ellen Terry-Bernard Shaw, by 
Christopher St. Johns... 5.00 
A Fortune to Share, by Vash 
YOung ccocccecccsecess os ae 











two mags for Dell, ‘War Stories’ 
and ‘Western Romances.’ 

Good opportunity offered by the 
proposed mag to newspapermen 
everywhere because of the personal 
angle in the stories required. Bitt- 
ner will correspond with newspa- 
permen who can supply the mate- 
rial he wants. 





fan Mag Saturation 

The appearance of another film 
fan mag—this one from the Amal- 
gamated Press and dubbed ‘Film 
Favourite’—makes Fleet street won- 
der when the saturation point for 
this type publication will be reached 
in England. 

At the moment the news stands 
display Picture Show, Picturegoer, 
the Film Weekly, Girls’ Cinema, 
Boys’ Cinema and Film Favourite— 
six weeklies—not to mention as 
many more monthly film publica- 
tions of English origin. Also, of 
course, all of the American film 
mags are on sale here. Roughly, 
the British film fan has about 20 
different film mags clamoring for 
his patronage. 





Book Sales Merger 

Joint sales forces is the newest 
idea of the book publishers to cut 
down. Harrison Smith’s arrange- 
ment with Harcourt, Brace to use 
that organization’s sales force as an 
outlet for his books, followed by a 
tie-up along the same lines between 
Robert M. McBride & Co. and the 
Dial Press. 





McEvoy Getting the Facts. 

J. P. McEvoy is giving Moscow 
the once-over. He will remain a 
month or more and probably will 
tell the truth at last about Russia. 
At least he has come equipped with 
a calling carl on which the names 
of ‘Collier’s Magazine’ and The Mc- 
Naught Feature Syndicate are in- 
scribed. 

Among McEvoy’s first activities 
were vodka at one party and vodka 
at another party and vodka at a 
third party—what his experiences 
lack in variety they make up in in- 
tensity, 





Joins Fan Mag 
Harry Lang, former writer for 
‘Photoplay’ on the Coast, more re- 
cently freelancing, is to be the west- 
ern editor of ‘Movie Mirror,’ chain 
store fan mag. 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 38) 


for a $2,000 loan, plus $2,600 interest, 
but her sister says the money was a 
gift and not a loan, or at least she 
regarded it in that light. Settled 
out of court by return of jewelry 
to Mrs. Shaper, 











George Eastman, of Kodak fame, 
and Edward S. Harkness have re- 
signed from Met. Op. directorate. 
replaced by Clarence Dillon, and 
Robert Low Bacon. Following the 
retirement of Otto Kahn, their move 
is figured as an outcome of the de- 
termination to take the opera over 
to Radio City. 





Margaret Carlisle, who came all 
the way from London to be married 
to Leonard Ceeley, English actor. 
explained to the ship reporters that 
she wanted to be married to an 
Englishman so she could be ‘bossed.’ 
She is an American actress. 





Supreme court of New Jersey up- 
holds lower court’s decision a radio 





is a necessity and not a luxury in 





homes of those earning $30 a week 
and over. Decision given in a suit 
in which husband refused to pay for 
a $425 radio ordered by his wife on 
the grounds it was not a necessity. 





William Gillette planning to re- 
turn to stage in ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ 
appearing in those cities cancelled 
out of his farewell tour of two 
years ago. George C. Tyler will 
direct the tour. 





NBC experts surveying the opera 
house as preliminary to actual tests 
for broadcasts of Met. Op. Actual 
tests in about three weeks and if 
satisfactory, on the air, with Deems 
Taylor as lecturer, 

Mexico suspends the higher film 
tariff on films until April 21, 








Speaks worried about decision 
that furnishings can be seized, In 
debate since Helen Morgan club 
case. Owners don’t mind loss of a 
few bottles, but mahogany is some- 
thing else again. 





Last week Ernest Truex said he 
didn’t know whether or not he was 
going to marry Mary Jane Barrett. 
Miss Barrett said he was. She was 
right. Wed in Glendale, Phila. 
suburb, Nov. 24. 





Mrs. Charlotte Nixon-Nirdlinger 
gets court permission to cut it 


down to Charlotte Isabel Nixon. 





Equity meeting on Sunday shows 
set for Dec. 8. 





Norman Krasna writing another. 
Working title is ‘Last Husband.’ 
But no show gets on this season 
without three title changes and at 
least two postponements., 





Change in directorate of Met. 
Opera renews talk of Radio City 
site ‘and it is revealed that a plot 
has been held on the plans in spite 
of opposition from minority on 
opera board. 





Cecil DeMille back home and 
raving about an actress he saw in 
Cairo. 





Jed Harris says it isn't so. Has 
no intention of deserting the stage 
for screen productions. 





Harry Langdon in bankruptcy. 
Liabilities $62,637, including about 
$30,000 due for income taxes. As- 
sets $700. In his petition he de- 
scribes himself as an unemployed 
actor. 





Dramatic associations of Yale and 
Vassar combine in production of 
four one-acters by Thornton Wilder 
at New Haven Nov. 25. Something 
new in college theatricals. 





Jack and Jill’s (restaurant) raided 
by feds last week. 





Society of the Friends of Music, 
losing its chief financial supporter 
by the death of Mrs. Harriet Bishop 
Lanier, unable to continue its con- 
certs and has disbanded. Arthur 
Bodansky resigning as conductor. 





Stanley Sharpe, formerly gen. 
mer. for Ziegfeld, te be g. m, of 
‘Star Dust’ for E. Ray Goetz. 





Woman lion tamer among appli- 
cants for employment at relief 
agency. Lost her cats in a Central 
American flood. 





Lambert Carroll, librettist of 
‘Everybody's Welcome,’ goes into 
the cast, replacing Lewis Marchand 
who has a date in Hollywood. 





John. Wexley, author of ‘Steel,’ 


rplanning trip through Russia. 





Walter Damrosch, Nicolai Soko- 
loff, Frederick Stone, Tullio Serafin 
and Leopold Stokowski named as 
judges in NBC contest for best or- 
chestral composition for the air. 
Prizes total $10,000 with half that 
for first prize. 





Margaret Whittington, former 
show girl, badly hurt in auto crash. 
Car collided with a pillar at the 


Roosevelt bridse, Flushing. It re- 
quired 13 sitches to close her 
wounds. 





‘Captain of Kopenik’ taken from 
Herman Shumlin under time limit 
and back in hands of agent. Look- 
ing for another producer. 

Equity faces a new probiem in 
trying to figure whether the actors 
in ‘Constant Sinner,’ who played 
only one day in Washington, should 
be paid ‘or the full week. 








Cameo, long the haven for Soviet 
and other fcreign films, goes back 
to regular second run on a split. 
Too many other foreign show win- 
dows now. 





Appellate division sustains lower 
courts in its decision in favor of 
tudy Vallee, sued Ly Pauline Kemp 
on the charge that he injured her 
name when he sang ‘Pauline Klemp, 
I Love You.’ 

Alex, Leftwich buys ‘Dollars Up,’ 
social stage satire. 





Esther Asher, former actress, 
awarded $30 a week temporary ali- 





mony pending tria: of her suit 
separation against Max Asher mgt 
chine manufacturer. a 





‘Sing High, Sing Low’ rearrg 
to dispense with trick stages ¢ 
possible road tour. All scenes - 
be flied with first two scen 





into one. 7 le 
Virginia Biddle to sue Harry 
Richman for calling her a COCK 


roach, 





Royal Mattison, of the 
firm of Keasbey & Mattison, of Phy. 
adeiphia, was named defendant jpn a 


$368,000 breach of promise suit jn 


Federal court, New York, by 
yaige, actress. Miss Gaige playeg 
in ‘The Best of Us’ with Frances 
Starr for Horace Liveright, ang 
‘The Duchess of Alba’ with Francing 
Larrimore for Gilbert Miller. 

She asks $200,000 for heart hurt 
and $168,644 for breach of a contract 
to pay her $325 a month for life, 
which she asserts Mattison agreed 
to when she promised to give up her 
stage career at his request. That 


was in 1926. 
Coast 


William B. Davidson, actor, filed 
suit for divorce, charging his wife, 
Helen, ridiculed his profession. 











Wally Reid, Jr., was screen tested 
by Universal. He is a junior in 
High School, 





L. A. court of appeals upheld a 
lower court decision giving Jetta 
Goudal a $34,531 breach of contract 
judgment against the Cecil B. de 
Mille Corp. 





Suit of Mary and Orlando Kellum, 
of Hollywood, against Warner Bros, 
Paramount-Publix, Pathe, Fox, Co- 
lumbia, et al, was dismissed with 
the announcement 2 settlement had 
been made. _ Kellum claims to be 
the originator of producing ‘syne 
chronous kinetograph and phono- 
graph records,’ basic principal of 
sound films. 





Guy Lawyear, escaped asylum in- 
mate was arrested in San Fran- 
cisco for annoying Bebe Daniels, 
He is the same man who broke into 
the actress’ Hollywood home some 
time ago. Sent back to the state in- 
stitution. 





Charles Taylor, former film di- 
rector, committed to Patton insane 
asylum by L. A. Superior Court, 





Trial of Del Andrews, director, on 
charge of disturbing the peace has 
been continued until Dec. 17, owing 
to Andrews’ illness. 





Lila Lee returned to San Francis- 
co recently after a trip to the South 
Sea Islands. 





John James Dunn, actor, is suing 
Ernst Lubitsch and his chauffeur, 
Otto Warner, for $50,000 in L. Ay 
for injuries received in a crash with 
Lubitsch’s machine. 


Elissa Landi and her mother, 
Countess Zonardi Landi, arrived in 
Hollywood from England. The 
countess will make her permanent 
home here, believing the climate 
will help her. 


Mid-West 


Eugene Ormandy will succeed 
Henri Verbrugghen as conductor 0 
the Minneapolis Symphony or 
chestra. Latter forced out thro 
illness. 














Chicago city council is taking up 
a bill to banish billboards around 
town. Behind the move is a dress- 
up for the World’s Fair in 33. 





Frederick A. Stock, director of the 
Chicago Symphony, appointed al 
eralissimo of music for World's Fait. 


Ashland’s, Neb. only — 
house, the New Ashland, reopen 
Thanksgiving after a shtudown . 
several months. W. M. Miller bough 
it from the old owner, W. E. Dyet- 








Mrs. Katherine Gilbert McBain, 
dancer, is suing the Ritz ow 
Chicago, for $25,000 damages oor ne 
juries sustained in an auto crasf. 





Fat Rivers, Chicago cafe singer, is 
missing following a shooting scrape 
in a South Chicago cafe. 





Chicago Civic Opera took the - 
from the Metropolitan Opera or 
pany by enforcing wage cuts. 
group slashed as high as 20%. 





Club Teodora, swanky Chi speak, 
got the dry axe in a raid. 





Batch of film celebs came through 


last week. Conrad Nagel, — 
Marsh, Adolpe Menjou, Kathryp 
Carver and Janet Gaynor. All eas5* 


ward bound. 





61, former Minneape- 
lis newspaper man, died in Sequim, 
Wash., recertly, it was learned, — 
a paralytic stroke. He operé “ 
newspapers both in Minneapolis ro 
Washington, at one time ownins 
Sequim ‘Press.’ 


Angus Hay, 
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NBC PUB DEPT. 
TAKING RAP 


NBC’s New York publicity de- 
partment has been placed in an em- 
barrassing spot by network higher- 
ups. As a result of the dismissals 
of Mike Porter by Hearst’s ‘Jour- 
nal’ and Robert Eichberg from the 
Brooklyn ‘Standard Union,’ the 
whole New York radio chatter 
bunch is toting first-degree burns. 

Porter and Eichberg lost their 
jobs for panning the NBC in their 
columns. NBC’s press department 
denied responsibility for the fate of 
either writer. But the kickback 
in the newspapermen’s minds is 
against the NBC. It means the 
network’s publicity staff must take 
the slap for actions reported to have 
originated higher up. 

While attempting to protect the 
NBC execs from the radio re- 
porters’ wrath the same publicity 
department is reported as currently 
getting it in the neck at home also. 


Interference from above in the 
press department is said to be 
touching upon other matters be- 
sides relations with the news- 
papers. 


Smith Bros.’ NBC Program, 
Talent Doubling on CBS 


The only commercial with dupli- 


cate programs on both networks is 
Smith Brothers, which on Nov. 28 
commenced on CBS with the same 
sponsors on NBC. 
Scrappy Lambert, Lilly Hillpot 
and Nat Shilkret’s orchestra are ad- 
vertising the same product on both 
networks. Lambert and _ Hillpot 
were formerly under an NBC ex- 
clusive, both are now contracted to 
the cough drop firm’s advertising 
agency, Homann, Tarcher & Shel- 
don. Shilkret’s RCA-Victor con- 
tract permits free lancing on the air. 
Julia Sanderson and Frank Crum- 
mit are also on both networks cur- 
rently, but not for the same adver- 
tiser. They plug Blackstone on 
NBC and Bond Bread on CBS. 


Fitzgerald May Take 
Old Paddie Job Back 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 
L. J. Fitzgerald, manager of the 
NBC Artists’ Service branch here, 
may take a three months’ leave of 


absence to pilot a Paderewski con- 
cert tour. Pianist has asked for 


Fitzgerald’s personal services when 
he starts his American trip in Jan- 
uary and it’s now up to George En- 
gels to pass on the request. 

Before taking over the network’s 
local booking office Fitzgerald’s ex- 
perience in the amusement business 
was managing concert tours, prin- 
cipally Paderewski's. 


Radio’s Joint Effort 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Every Chicago radio name has 
been pledged to appear at a benefit 
show for the unemployed emergency 
relief fund carded for Jan. 8 at the 
Chicago stadium, 3en Bernie will 
m. c. the event. 

Committee appointed to 
the arrangements includes Niles 
Trammell, H. Leslie Atlass, Jeff 
King, Homer Hogan, Quinn Ryan, 
J. C. Stein, Freeman Gosden and 
Charles Correll. 


program it 








handle 





Willys-Overland Renewal 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Willys-Overland has renewed for 
another 13 weeks with NBC. Sec- 
ond option goes into effect with the 
Dec. 27 broadcast. On that occa- 
sion the program will take on 13 
additional stations, making 37 in all. 
tenewal date will also find Ret- 





ting and Plapp, piano duo, and 
George Bass, concert violinist, shar- 
ing the entertainment assignment 
with the Fred Stokes band and 
Tom, Dick and Harry, harmony 
team. 
Western V.-P. Home 
San Francisco, Nov. 30. 
Don FE. Gilman, NBC v.-p. in 


charge of the western division, has 
returned from a fortnight in New 
York. 





Shower of Roses 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Having borrowed Wayne 
King’s private airplane and the 
use of Wayne King’s country 
home for a week-end, Evans 
Plummer, radio editor of the 
‘Herald-Examiner, was nt 
upon his return by the bands- 





man. 

‘Have a good time?’ asked 
King. 

‘As perfect as one of your 


waltzes,’ replied Plummer. 


Club Wanting Wire 
Forced to Give CBS 











When CBS refused to give Con- 
nie’s Inn, New York, a wire for the 
Don Redman band, which was 
formed by Charles Horvath and 
Irving Mills, the latter were forced 
to turn the band over to CBS so 
the club could get a radio outlet. 

Redman band went to CBS for a 
sustaining wire, willing to pay CBS 
for the cost out of the band’s sal- 
ary. CBS refused to give the club 
a wire unless Connie placed a 
CBS band in the club. 

As it stands now Horvath 
Mills haven't a thing to do with 
the band, CBS is pocketing the 
commission from the engagement at 
the colored night club. It was im- 
possible for Connie to go to NBC 
for a wire, as the latter has the 
Cotton Club on its wire and couldn’: 
spot two colored clubs on the air. 


and 


‘CHILDISH’ NBC 
Chicago Editor Adds Fuel to Porter 
Incident 





Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Yank Taylor, radio editor of the 
‘Daily Times,’ which is affiliated 
with Columbia’s WBBM, is the only 


Chicago radio editor to comment 
on the recent Mike Porter-NBC 
matter. ‘American,’ ‘News’ and 
‘Herald-Examiner’ have NBC sta- 


tion affiliations. Taylor wrote: 

‘On the fifth anniversay of NBC, 
some time back, Mike Porter, a New 
York newspaper radio critic, har- 
pooned the network severely. The 
next day Mike joined that ever- 
zrowing army. Our relations, being 
closer to CBS than to NBC, we have 
refrained from saying anything 
thing about this rather childish ac- 
tion, thinking one of the local radio 
editors more closely affiliated with 
NBC might say something one way 
or the other. They have not, and 
we are beginning to think there 
may be some basis to the rumors 
which have floated out of the east. 
If so, there will be many hundred 
independent radio editors consider- 
ing CBS releases rather carefully 
from now on.’ 


‘Shadow’ on Headlights 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Detective Stories’ goblin, the 
Shadow, is being brought back to 
the Columbia network, but by an- 
other commercial. Hackmeister- 
Lind company starts using him Dec. 
15 for a series of mystery yarns on 





an eight-week test campaign. The 
Shadow’s new paycheck manufac- 


tures headlights. Program’s area of 
release includes the basic network, 
Minneapolis, Dallas, Salt Lake City, 
New Orleans, Oklahoma City, Char- 
lotte and Houston. 

Starting Jan. 8 the F. W. Fitch 
Company will plug its hair shampoo 
over a cross-country hookup. It’s 
been using a daytime program over 
a limited CBS network. New pro- 
gram, due for an evening 15-minute 
schedule, will carry an instrumental 
trio and a crooner, with the revised 
link taking in the Columbia basic 
network. Show will continue to 
originate from Chicago. 


NBC V.P.-Exee Fires a 
Non-V.P. Exec’s Sec 


Edythe Meserand, with NBC's 
press department for four years and 
secretary to Johnny Johnstone, was 
gciven her notice last week. 

She was dismissed by Frank Ma- 
son, new NBC vice-president, who 
has been with the network for two 
months. 

Linit’s Return 

Linit, off the air for about two 
months, returns in January. It wiil 
use 15 minutes five times weekly on 
CBS, 

Type of broadcast 
' set. 








has not been 





LOPEZ OFF COMM. 


Had Argument With John Royal, 
But Not Leaving NBC 








Vincent Lopez goes off the Wom- 
en's Review, NBC commercial, in 
about two weeks. He will be re- 
placed by Hugo Marianni’s orches- 
tra, a net work aggregation. 

A report that Lopez had a quar- 


jrel with John Royal, NBC program 


| director, and would leave NBC alto- 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 





gether 


was denied by the network. 


Admitted that the orchestra leader 
and program director did have an 
argument, but NBC states it has 


been patched up. 
Lopez will continue on NBC from 
he St. Regis. 


Band and Commissions | Clark’s Funny Radio 


Censorship Hits Rines 
At Boston Dinner 


Boston, Nov. 28. 
The action of John L. Clark, di- 
rector of broadcasting at WBZ here, 
in banning from the air 
of ‘This Is the Missus,’ during 
Rines, local and NBC artist, broad- 


Joe 


cast at the Boston Advertising 
Club’s dinner to Billy Munday of 
NBC, has caused much comment 


among radio artists. 

Rines, popular local artist with a 
spotless reputation, was entertain- 
ing at the Munday dinner. His or- 
chestra started to play the tune 
when Clark left the table and told 
the operator that if Rines attempted 
to sing the lyrics he was to throw 
the control switch and let him sing 
into a dead mike. 

Rines took the attitude that he 
was being made the goat, as only a 
few minutes before Munday had told 
a snappy story which went out over 
the air. He threatened to refer the 
matter to the Federal Radio Com- 
mission. 

Clark has undertaken a radio cen- 
sorship campaign and has listed 
songs that the control room of his 
station must prevent being broad- 
cast, as far as the vocal refrain is 
concerned. When approached on the 
Munday episode, he argued that he 
did not anticipate the climax of the 
story and if he did, Munday would 
have been accorded the same treat- 
ment. 

It developed that Rines had never 
been informed of Clark’s policy and 
when Clark explained that he was 
laboring under the impression that 
Rines had been and considered his 
singing a direct attack against his 
edict, they shook hands and con- 
sidered the matter ended. 


WORLD’S RADIO TIEUP 
STARTS IN BERLIN? 


Berlin, Nov. 30. 

First step towards a world tieup 
of broadcasting stations and the 
rcdio industry in all branches seems 
to have started here, between the 
Telefunken and Phillips Radio com- 
panies. 

Agreement stipulates technical 
co-operation between the two com- 
panies and a mutual use of patent 
rights for the whole world. In- 
tention seems to be to spread the 
tie-up later to include companies in 
other parts of the world for a mu- 
tual betterment of business and 
working conditions. 








CBS’ Artist Bureau Takes 


Over Commercial’s Team 
F. Chase Taylor and Budd Hu- 


lick, the Tastyeast Gloom Chasers 
of CBS, have been released from 
their contract by Tastyeast and 


placed under an exclusive by CBS 
Gh Dec. 7 
of sustaining broadcasts for CBS 
six nights a week. 

The team’s contract with Tasty- 
east was to run until June, but with 
Tastyeast going off the air in De- 
cember, it released the comics to 
the network. 


MILLS BROS.’ SPONSORS 

Mills Brothers, CBS colored quar- 
tet, go commercial with Vapex be- 
ginning Dec. 6. Mills will be on the 
air twice weekly thereafter for 15- 
minute periods. 

Colored quartet has been doing 
sustaining work for CBS for the 
past three months and is currently 
tripling at the Paramount theatre 
and Connie's Inn, New York. 
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Radio Script Writers, Alleging 
Underpayment for Overwork, May 
Jom Authors’ League as Protection 





Miss Skinner No Like 


No offer has as yet tempted 
Cordelia Otis Skinner to con- 
sider radio. Miss Skinner is 
frank to she doesn’t like 
the mike. 

The single entertainer has 
but one series of monologs 
which she is now doing nightly. 


say 


Miss Skinner believes none of 
those should go on the air 4 
while she is stage employing 
them. 











Hylton’s Band in London 


Commercial Ether Hour 


Jack Hylton’s orchestra 
London will broadcast on the Lucky 
Strike hour, NBC. 
set for the international 
cial hook-up is Dec. 15. It 
the first time Hylton’s music will 
Hylton 


occupies the relative musical rank 


Tentative date 


commer- 
will be 


have been heard over here. 


throughout Europe to Paul White- 
man in the U. S. 


American Federation of Musicians 
has given its consent to the com- 
mercial to pick-up Hylton from 
London, with the stipulation it em- 
ploys as many men as in Hylton’s 
band, 24, during the same time. 
This Luckies will do. It will have 
24 men stand by in NBC’s New York 
studios in case something goes 
wrong with the wire hook-up. 

The Hylton engagement was set 
through Abeles & Green, represent- 
ing the orchestra leader on this 
side. The band will broadcast from 
London at 4 a.m., to make the 
scheduled broadcast time 10 p.m. in 
this country. 





2 EX’S TOGETHER 


Mike Porter and Geo, Lottman from 
‘Journal’ May Team 


Mike Porter, erstwhile radio col- 
umnist for the New York ‘Journal,’ 
may team up with George Lottman, 
publicity agent. 

Porter, who was ousted from the 
berth of radio columnist for the 
‘Journal’ for panning NBC, was suc- 
ceeded by Lottman for one week. 
Lottman in turn was followed by 
Bide Dudley. 

Dudley at present has no by-line, 
writing under ‘Aircaster,’ the ‘Jour- 
nal’s’ stock title. 





After 3 Patient Years 


Minstrels Get Account 
Chicago, Nov. 390. 

After giving 147 consecutive 
shows as @ sustaining feature, the 
WENR Minstrels have finally found 
themselves a commercial sponsor. 
Sinclair Oil is the taker, agreeing 
to 13 weekly performances starting 
Dec. 3. 

Introduced on WENR about three 
years ago, the program was contin- 
ued when NBC took over that sta- 
tion’s operation last March. WNet- 
work had given up all hope of get- 
ting an advertiser to carry the bag 
for this one and was considering 
lopping it off schedule when the oil 
and gas district made an offer. 


Show will be released through 
WLS. Troupe, including Al and 
Pete and Chuck and Ray, stays in- 
tact. 

Exploiting E 
sel 
xpioliing Lngeis 

George Engels, NBC’s Artist Bu- 
reau head, is getting personal Dill- 


ing on posters, hand bills, and other 
advertising matter issued in con 
junction with personal appearances 
by the network's artists. 

Engels is the only NBC exec per- 
the network on 
the outside. 


Claiming they’re the _ principal 
creative element in radio, yet the 
most abused and least paid, radio’s 
script writers are clamoring for 
more returns and recognition. Up 
to recently the writers have grum- 
bled individually, but now an or- 
ganization movement is under way. 

Several first line ether authors 
have joined the Authors’ League for 
future protection. Others are wait- 
ing to follow. They are reported to 
prefer that already organized league 
for its experience in authorship 
matters and literature laws, rather 





from | 


than start an organization of their 
own. They want the same treatment 
| accorded authors in other branches 
of the show business. 

What the radio scribblers will re- 
quest at the outset, from accounts, 


is control of rights to their mate- 
rial. NBC’s present standard con- 
tract for writers gives the network 


|these rights automatically upon 
performance of a script on the air. 
|If a sale of the script is consum- 
mated for other use, NBC does the 
selling, cutting itself in for 50%. 
Should « radio author receive a bid 
for his script from a non-radio buyer 
he must turn the matter over to 
NBC, with the network possessing 
the power to reject the offer, even 
if the writer regards it as satisfac- 
tory. 


Income 
At present the professional radio 
script writers are averaging $25 
per script for sustaining programs, 
with between $40 and $50 for com- 
mercials. They claim this is ex- 


(Continued on page 54) 


N. E. Mgr. Orders Air 
Cleaned—‘Radio Down 
To Burlesque Level’ 





Springfield, Mass., Nov. 30. 

John L. Clark, program director 
of WBZ and WBZA, the Westing- 
house stations in New England, has 
decreed that the air must be 
cleaned up, so far as his stations 
are concerned. 

He explains his move thusly: 
‘Radio is descending to the bur- 
lesque show level and it’s about 
time something was done about it.’ 

Clark is censoring songs and talk. 
Anything the least bit off color is 
taboo. 


RACIAL COMPLAINTS ON 
DARKIE LYRIC ON AIR 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

Mildred Bailey, crooner with Paul 
Whiteman, is receiving indignant 
letters daily from Negroes since she 
started broadcasting ‘That’s Why 
Darkies Were Born.’ Race seem- 
ingly objects to the lyrics. 

Letters to Miss Bailey have been 
very bitter and sarcastic and it is 








possible the number may be 
dropped, although regarded as a 
favorite, 


Comment in radio circles is that 
this may hecome much more viru- 
lent than the campaign against 
Amos ’n’ Andy on somewhat simi- 
lar grounds of race ridicule. 


Geo. Olsen as CBS’ Ist 
Contract Name Band 


CPS has placed George Olsen’s 
band under an exclusive contract. 
It is the first name band CBS has 
signed. 

CBS placed Olsen on its wire last 
week. Zand will be on from the 
Club Richman, sustaining, nightly 
for 15-minute periods. 


KMLB’s Three | Counts 


Washington, Nov. 39. 
Federal Radio Commission inves- 








tigating J. C, Liner’s KMLB at 
|Monroe, La. with three black 
'marks against the station. 
| Charges filed concerning im- 
‘proper broadcasts in connection 


|with an alleged lottery, operating 
station without a licensed 
|operator and making changes in 


|}equipment without authority. 


the 


pe eer owe setts e 
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SALES G0 UP 
IN OCTOBER 


New York, Nov. 28. 
Conditions during Uctober showed 
a slight improvement over the few 
Sheet music 
and disc sales picked up a bit. 





months previously. 


In sheet music, 
the best sellers was cornered by 
two firms, Robbins and Feist. Rob- 
bins has three songs among the six 
best. Feist’s two in the six are 
‘Guilty’ and ‘I_ Don't Know Why.’ 

Songs which dropped out of the 
best six are Witmark’s ‘Many 


the majority of 


Happy Returns,’ Famous’ ‘Just One <¢ 


More Chance’, and DeSylva’s ‘I 
Apologize.’ Disc sales showed quite 
an improvement during October. 
Bing Crosby pepped up the Bruns- 
wick catalog with three best sell- 
ers among its six best. Russ Co- 
lumbo, Victor’s new recording art- 
ist, got off to a fast start and has 
two discs listed among Victor’s six 
best. 





Off in Chicago 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Business was off for October, 
particularly on the record end. 
Sheet music was down but held up 
better than the platters. One big 
number is ‘Good Night Sweet- 
heart.’ Dise field is narrowing 
down to a few leading bands. In 
each of three companies, one band 
got two lead spots. 





Ahead on the Coast 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Music sales improved in volume 
in October, 1 ut remained stable as 
far as numbers preferred. Only two 
changes from September in six fa- 
vorites. In whirling plate sales, 
standout was the popularity of vo- 
cals, with half of the best liked 
platters, singers. Brunswick’s six 
had five warblers, 





Radio Reports 





THEATRE OF THE AIR 
Music, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 

Practically all the other Chicago 
dailies have radio mouthpieces of 
their own and induce the newsprint 
advertisers to join the _ station 
echedule on a special combination 
rate. ‘Daily Times,’ the town’s only 
tab, operates no station of its own 
but does the next best thing. It 
buys five one-half hour periods a 
week from its affiliated outlet, 
WBBM, and instead of peddling the 
time out on a combination rate 
tosses it in gratis to its black-and- 
white advertisers, with the major 
share of the merchandise puffing 
during these afternoon programs 
going to the department store genre. 

Only expense to the newspaper 
involved here is the station’s bill- 
ing for time. For talent the tab 
depends on what publicity trades 
its manager of radio activities, 
Harold Essex, can make with the 
press agents for legit attractions 
currently playing Chicago. Payoff 
for the stage star who graces these 
programs with an interview or song 
is usually limited to a picture on 
the ‘Times’ radio page. When 
luminaries of the footlights aren’t 
available, amateur entertainers with 
mike aspirations are resorted to, 
and these are paid off in pats of 
verbal approbation from the re- 
sourceful Mr. Essex. 

What the ‘Times’ dishes up here 
in the way of entertainment be- 
tween merchandise plugs entirely 
depends on the aptitude of the par- 
ticular free talent for the mike. 
Most of the programs are awk- 
wardly routined, indicating pell- 
mell framing and acceptance of 
anything the star has to suggest or 
offer. The stars are there because 
the p. a. assured them it would 
help boost their own shows, but the 
results with few exceptions make 
this angle problematical, 





BASIL RATHBONE 
With Nat Brusiloff’s Orch. 
Songs, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

Basil Rathbone sprang a big sur- 
prise as guest artist for Nestle. In- 
stead of recounting some of his past 
stage or screen experiences or re- 
lating a few anecdotes relative to 
his past, as is the custom among 
straight leading men of stage or 
screen who go before a mike, Rath- 
bone entertained as a songster. 

In announcing his song numbers, 
Rathbone mentioned that this was 
the first time he has warbled on 
radio since he started to study sing- 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 


OCTOBER MUSIC SURVEY — 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORT: 
OF SALES MADE DURING OCTOBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 















































NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 

No. 1—SONG ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ ‘Many Happy Returns’ 7 

No. 2—SONG ‘| Don’t Know Why’ ‘When the Moon Comes Over the|‘When the Moon Comes Over the 

Mountain’ Mountain’ e 

No. 3—SONG ‘Guilty’ ‘Love Letters in the Sand’ ‘Now That You’re Gone’ aa 

No. 4—SONG ‘Love Letters in the Sand’ ‘| Don’t Know Why’ ‘Sweet and Lovely’ a 

No. 6&—SONG ‘Sweet and Lovely’ ‘Guilty’ ‘| Apologize’ RE 

No. 6—SONG ‘When the Moon Comes Over the] ‘Sweet and Lovely’ ‘Guilty’ —— 
Mountain’ 

——s 








3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major saies only arereported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 




















sales, both sides are mentioned: 
BRUNSWICK—No. 1 ‘l Apologize,’ ‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Bing|‘l Don’t Know Why’ (Benny Krueger | ‘Dancing in the Dark’ (Bing Crosby) — 
EP! Crosby) Orch.) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 2 ‘A Faded Summer Love’ (Bing Crosby) | ‘! Apologize’ (Ben Bernie Orch.) ‘l Apologize,’ ‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Bing 
Crosby) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 3 ‘You Rascal, You’ (Cab Calloway Orch.) | ‘Guilty’ (Ozzie. Nelson Orch.) ‘lt Can’t Write the Words’ (Boswell 
Sis.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Ben Bernie Orch.) 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Victor Young 
Orch.) 


‘Band Wagon’ Gems (Victor Young 


Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 5 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Sleepy Time Down South’ 
Noone Orch.) 





(Jimmie 


‘Many Happy Returns’ (Bing Crosby) 




















BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Victor Young| ‘You Call It Madness’ (Ben Bernie | ‘It’s You’ (Boswell Sis.) 
Orch.) Orch.) 
——{— 
COLUMBIA—No. 1 ‘Blue Kentucky Moon,’ ‘Now That|‘Now That You’re Gone’ (Guy Lom-| ‘Good for Nothing But Love’ (Ruth Et. 
You’re Gone’ (Guy Lombardo Orch.) bardo Orch.) ting) 
COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘Guilty,’ ‘Now That You’re Gone’ (Ruth|‘Moon Over the Mountain’ (Kate| ‘What Is It?’ (Smith-Ballew Orch.) 
Etting) Smith) 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 


‘Dallas Blues’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 


‘Dallas Blues’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 





‘Guilty’ (Ruth Etting) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


‘When the 


Moon Comes Over the 


‘Sweet and Lovely’ 


(Guy Lombardo 


‘Sweet and Lovely’ 


(Guy Lombardo 








Mountain” (Kate Smith) Orch.) Orch.) 
COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘Time on My Hands,’ ‘You Call It Mad-| ‘Mood Indigo’ (Clyde McCoy Orch.) ‘Moon Over the Mountain’ (Kate 
ness’ (Smith-Ballew Orch.) Smith) 
COLUMBIA—No. 6 ‘Lady of Spain,’ ‘1 Need Lovin’’ (Ron- | ‘You Call It Madness’ (Kate Smith) ‘Now That You're Gone’ (Guy Lom- 
doliers) bardo Orch.) 











ViICTOR—No. 1 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Wayne King 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Wayne King 


ee 


‘Lady of Spain’ (London Mayfair Orch.) 















































Orch.) Orch.) ‘Why Dance’ (Rudy Vallee) 

VICTOR—No. 2 ‘Guilty,’ ‘| Don’t Know Why’ (Wayne/|‘I Don’t Know Why’ (Wayne King |‘l Apologize’ (Nat Shilkret Orch.) 
King Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 3 ‘Guilty,’ ‘1 Don’t Know Why’ (Russ Co-|‘l Like a Military Band’ (Ted Weems| ‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Gus Arnheim 
lumbo) Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 4 ‘You Call It Madness,” ‘Sweet and/| ‘You Call It Madness’ (Russ Columbo) |‘Dancing in the Dark’ (Waring’s 
Lovely’ (Russ Columbo) Penns.) 

VICTOR—No. 6 ‘Love Letters in the Sand’ (Ted Black | ‘Why Dance’ (Rudy Vallee), ‘Lady of|‘You Forgot Your Gloves’ (Waring’s 
Orch.) Spain’ (London Mayfair Orch.) Penns.) ne 

VICTOR—No. 6 ‘This Is the Missus,’ ‘Life Is Just a| ‘Guilty’ (Russ Columbo) ‘| Don’t Know Why’ (Russ Columbo) 
Bowl of Cherries’ (Rudy Vallee Orch.) a pases 





of them off the beaten track. They 
were a poem by John Masefield; 
spiritual, ‘Deep River,’ and a song 
announced as written by Ernest 
Torrence, film actor. 

Rathbone’s singing voice is alto- 
gether different than one would 
imagine from hearing him speak. 
He sings in a deep baritone. 
Besides the songs Rathbone han- 
dled some light comedy lines with 
the announcer between numbers. 
His English accent is not a detri- 
ment, as this actor makes the lis- 
teners feel the accent is genuine 
and not a pose. 


JEWISH ART PROGRAM 
Orchestra, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


This Jewish program has one of 
the largest followings in New York. 
It is the only Jewish commercial 
period on a network local station. 
Jewish ‘Day,’ daily, sponsors the 
broadcasts. At one time they 
were staged on Sundays around 
noontime. Recently they were 
shifted to Saturday a.m. With the 
shift of day and time the quality 
has fallen off a bit, as during the 
Sunday broadcasts the ‘Day’ used 
to feature some of the best known 
musical stars and tragedians of the 
Jewish stage. 

Present layout consists of a large 
orchestra, soprano and a few male 
singers. All numbers, both orches- 
tral and vocal, are Jewish, either 
folk songs or from musicals. Sing- 
ers are quite good. Their manner 
vod singing is mainly along chant 
ines. 





FRANCES WILLIAMS 
With Nat Brusiloff’s Orch. 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


Frances Williams of musical 
comedy, puts in a heavy plug for 
her current show. Repeated refer- 
ences to the show by her and the 
announcer. 

Miss Williams has the usual blues 
voice and knows how to deliver, but 
her style is quite familiar to radio 








ing. The actor did three songs, ail 





listeners. She brings nothing new 
to the air. 


TROJANS’ HOMECOMING 
Special Recording 
KFWB, Hollywood 

Southern California’s pride in 
Southern California being what it is 
(amen) and the U. S. C. football 11 
having pulled a Cherryville finish in 
its defeat of Notre Dame, record- 
ing of the early morning civic re- 
ception to the team for evening 
broadcast by KFWB is not the hol- 
low sneeze in a bucket it may seem. 

Los Angelesons turned out to the 
tune of 100,000 to greet the return- 
ing Trojans at the Santa Fe depot 
at 8 a.m. Nov. 25, and at 7:30 p.m. 
rebroadcast the affair as recorded 
and edited to 15 minutes by Free- 
man Lang. 

There was the sound of an ap- 
proaching train, shouting from the 
mob, discordant tunes from an ex- 
cited band and the hurried shouts 
of ‘Hello, everybody!’ by the play- 
ers as they scrammed for automo- 
biles. Then a cut to Coach Howard 
Jones, who was telling a crowd it 
wasn’t one man who won that game 
—no, sir!—it was 11 men, and they 
weren't all named Johnny Baker. 

Then the band again playing 
‘Fight On!’ And the town was as 
delirious as the recording indicates. 

A novelty, no doubt, indeed. 

Bang. 


AL STULMAKER AND ORCH. 
Sustaining : i 
WOKO, Albany 

This band is given a good spot on 
WOKO’s Sunday afternoon program. 
But not quite worth the half-hour 
period. 

Time devoted to dance music with 
no soloists. Band apparently a 
small organization, but it puts its 
program across effectively. Good 
rhythm. 





SWEETHEART PROGRAM 
With John Fogarty, Ruth Jordan 
Orchestra, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 


What the soapmaker confects 
here to beguile the attention of the 
housewife aspiring to a schoolgir:! 
complexion conforms strictly to the 
now generally accepted requisites of 
a network daytime program. A ca- 





nary-tonsiled tenor pouring out 
love ditties, an almost all string 
orchestra confining its repertoire to 
the more amorous compositions of 
Herbert and Frim], and a femme 
spieler to gush over the virtues of 
the advertised product. 

They’re all here, living up to type 
and making a pretty acceptable job 
of it. John Fogarty packs enough 
sentiment in that lyrical tenor of 
his to turn the thoughts of the 
housewife from her chores, for the 
moment, to things of less drab im- 
port, while Ruth Jordan the next 
moment hooks up romance with a 
fair skin that can only be obtained 
by using a certain brand of soap. 


MORRIS and HUMMEL 
Piano Duo 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


Edward Morris and_ Stanley 
Hummel, concert artists in 15-min- 
ute evening period, once weekly. 
Morris is a radio vet, having ac- 
companied his wife, Erva Giles, 
singer, and soloed over WJZ, for 
number years. Hummel is a WGY 
standby. 

Duo feature classics. 
together. 

In ability, compare favorably with 
chain artists. Programs, however, 
not arranged to show them to best 
advantage, or to give performers 
wide listener-appeal. Shorter and 
more familiar selections should be 
inserted, and occasional alternate 
solos offered. Might play some 
Morris’ semi-popular compositions. 

With changes suggested and per- 
haps addition of vocalist, this pair 
could deliver. 


Work well 





25,000-WATTER GOES INDIE 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 

KFAB, Lincoln, Neb., today (30) 
dropped its NBC affiliations and 
becomes one of the few unaffiliated 
high-power stations in the country. 
It’s a 25,000-watt outfit. 

Negotiations with CBS got no- 
where, since CBS is primarily in- 
terested only in acquiring the sta- 
tion for the purpose of strengthen- 
ing WBBM, Chicago. 


2d Garber Bankruptcy 
In 2 Years Contested 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 


Jan Garber, band leader, took the 
bankruptcy route here recently, his 
second in two years, it became 
known when Nathan Lieberman, 
New York attorney, started action 
against Garber to collect a $400 bill 
Lieberman is now attempting to 
stop the bankruptcy proceedings on 
the legal ground that six years 
must elapse between the first and 
second petitions. 

Garber’s list of liabilities totals 
over $25,000, mentioning $2,309 in 
wages to members of his band; & 
$5,676 debt to the Music Corpora- 
tion of America, on which MCA is 
holding a $750 ring security, and 
other obligations amounting to 
$17,893. 

For assets Garber mentions & 
$1,500 uncollected note; his violin 
and bow, valued at $200; wearing 
apparel, $100; collection of music, 
$100, and two insurance policies of 


no value. He asks exemption on 
the latter, his fiddle, music and 
clothes. 





Writers for Film 
Hollywood, Nov. 39. 

Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart 
have been handed the music writing 
assignment for the next Chevaliers 
MacDonald film, ‘Love Me To- 
night.’ 

Couple get to work on the words 
and music immediately. 





Jack W.Idron at Frolics 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Jack Waldron returns toe = 
Frolics Dec. 20 for a stretch a 
the winter. He will m.c. the foo 
show. . 7 
Waldron holds a consecutive ' oe 
ord at the Frolics of over 2 yea 
concluded two years ago. 
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Proposal to Settle 
Sam Fox-ERP! Suit; 
Publishers Want Com 


Sam Fox Musie’s suit against 
ERPI, John Paine and the music 
publishers for $500,000, may be 
withdrawn, 50% of the ERPI money 
now held by Paine distributed to 
the publishers and an arbitrator ap- 
pointed to determine the disburse- 





ment of the remaining 50%. 
Whether or not this will be done 
rests with the publishers them- 
selves. 

The proposal was made by J. 
Francis Gilbert, Paine’s attorney, 


and Nathan Burkan, Sam Fox’s at- 
torney, at the request of several 
publishers to see whether the com- 
plaint could be settled out of court 
and not tie up the ERPI funds for 
about six months, which could hap- 
pen if the litigation is continued. 
Sam Fox has given his consent to 
the proposal, but it cannot be con- 
summated unless Paine has the con- 
sent of all publishers involved. 
Paine is holding about $300,000 of 
the ERPI money. If the proposal is 
acted upon, $150,000 of this will be 
immediately disbursed to the pub- 
lishers according to the point sys- 
tem of distribution. Sam Fox music 
would then receive $75,000 of this 
money, as according to the points, 
that firm has 50% of the total. 
Since Paine contested Fox’s claim 
for 50% on various grounds, among 
them private contracts with pro- 
ducers for his music, the remaining 
$150,000 will be distributed accord- 
ing to the findings of an arbitrator. 


e . 
Fox Paymg Off Fore 
Publishers’ wsic $0 s 
shers’ Music Suit 

The year old suits of Camphell & 
Connelly and Editions Campbell & 
Connelly against Fox Films for 
$100,000 and $15,000, respectively, 
have been settied. Both eompanies 
elaimed that tney were induced to 
sign contracts for the rights to the 
music ef Fox’s Red Star Music 
company of New York in their re- 
spective foreign territories through 
misrepresentation. 

Two other foreign suits on the 
same grounds, that of Boesen of 
Norway, and D. Davis of Australia, 
for $3,500 and $10,000, were settled 
some months ago. 

Although the amount of settle- 
ment, made out of court, has not 
been divulged, it is reported to be 
40% of both sums alleged. 

All foreign rights to the Red Star 
eatalog now revert to Sam Fox, 
owner of the Red Star catalog. 

Abeles & Green represented the 
foreign publishers im the settle- 
ments. 


Santrey Bankrupt 


Henry Santrey, band leader and 








vaudevillian, filed a petition in 
bankruptcy through att’y Julius 
Kendler. 


Lists his liabilities at $6,988 and 
0 assets. 


802’s Election Dec. 17 


Annual election of local 802, New 
York Musicians’ Unton, will take 
place Dec. 17. 

Five members of the governing 
board, nine of the trial board, two 
delegates to the A. F. of M. conven- 
tion and one to the Central Trades 
and Labor Council will be elected. 








Orch. Leader Wins 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 30. 

“Sax” Smith, orchestra leader, 
awarded $153 by a Supreme Court 
jury last week in a suit for $400 
against Fox Films, Inc., for a sound 
film made in the Eastman theatre 
annex in 1929. 

Film company claimed Smith had 
been paid, but he contended that 2 
Payment of $135 was for solo work 
and not the orchestra. Jury’s ver- 
dict was for $135 plus interest. 
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Olsen’s Special Nite 





George Olsen has set aside 
each Monday at the Richman 
Club (New York) for party 
evening. 

That nite weekly will be on 
the house for radio chatterers 
and artists. 

Olsen urges that it become 
a regular habit with those re- 
ceiving his wired invitation. 











NAME BANDS AT 25c 
IN NEW BALLROOM 


Chicago, Nov. 30. 





Name bands at 25c admission is 
the new policy to be inaugurated 
Dee. 3 at the Crystal ballroom, 
Cleveland. Phil Selznick is making 
the try on a percentage deal with 
the property owners. MCA is sup- 
plying the bands. 

Don Bestor will start the policy. 





BROTHER KILLED BROTHER 





Ish Blanks Pulled out of Car and 
Shot—After Booze Party 





Centralia, Ill, Nov. 30. 

A row with his brother over the 
right to sit in the front seat lead to 
the fatal shooting of Ish Blanks, 23, 
widely known southern Illinois or- 
chestra leader, outside a dance hall 
at Lakeside, Sunday night. Dan 
Blanks, 19, was held by the cor- 
oner’s jury. 

Grace Fryman, who had been held 
in connection with the shooting, told 
of the row. She had fled from the 
scene after the shooting and was 
arrested at her home a few hours 
later. She said Blanks had threat- 
ened her unless she told the police 
his brother had committed suicide. 
Dan pulled his brother, Ishmael, out 
of the car when the later refused 
to get into a rear seat and shot 
him. Ish died within a few min- 
utes. The shooting followed a party 
at which whiskey was served and 
doped cigarets smoked. 





Paris Gay Spots Cold, 
P. A. Splurge No Help 


Paris, Nov. 21. 


Hard times playing havoc with 
Paris night clubs, only exceptions 
being the famous Abbaye de The- 
leme with a strong South American 
following, Florence’s, the _ ritzy 
French and American spot, and two 
clubs run by colored singers— 
Bricktop in Montmartre and Dinah 
in Montparnasse. 

Apart from that, Montmartre is 
practically dead, and in Montpar- 
nasse, practically the only enter- 
tainment is given by Martinique 
dancers, current at the Boule 
Blanehe and Train Bleu, and the 
last to open, Tagada. 

In the Champs Elysees section, 
the Lido with its pool is doing big 
business, mostly due to its enter- 
prising press agent. Palm Beach 
Golf, un@erground spot, attempted 
to imitate it by using the services 
of a man with Hollywood experi- 
ence, but Jatter’s methods, savoring 
of the caviar circuit, did not click. 

Marine, whose last owner has 
opened Croix Gu Sud with success, 
is strictly cold under new manage- 
ment. Empty ané chilly. 


Robbins Grabs Chance 


Los Angeles, Nov. 30. 

With the leap into popularity of 
‘Goodnight Sweetheart,’ which sold 
around 300,000 copies the first 
month, Robbins has upped the 
wholesale price of the number from 
20 to 22 cents. This raises the 
price from 30 to 35 or 40 cents. 

Robbins did similarly with ‘Pagan 
Love Song’ when it began to lead 
the list. 











Phil Harris at Warfield 


San Francisco, Nov. 30. 

With Paul Ash's opening date at 
the Warfield up in the air, F. & M. 
booked Phil Harris into the house 
for several weeks, doubling him 
from his job as director of the Ho- 
tel St. Francis dance band. 

Repeat date for Harris. 


Eddie Lambert also goes in for 
several weeks. 

Harris sueceeds Rube Wolf, who 
leaves, after more than a year, for 





Los Angeles. 


$30,000 SALARY 


Eugene Ormandy Will Get Is as 
Minne. Symph Conductor 


Minneapolis, Nov. 30. 
Not so long ago Eugene Ormandy 
was just a violinist in the Capitol 
theatre orchestra. Now he is con- 
ductor of the Minneapolis Sym- 
phony orchestra at 2 salary said to 


be in the neighborhood of $30,000 a 
year. He was signed for the posi- 
tion after three guest appearances, 
taking the place of the regular con- 
ductor, Henri Verbugghen, who is 
ill. 

In order to be able to take on 
Ormandy and at the same time con- 
tinue to pay Verbrugghen’s salary, 
said to be around $30,000 a year, 
Mrs. Carlyle Scott, manager of the 
orchestra, had to appeal to patrons 
of the concert for subscriptions. The 
necessary sum was raised in a week. 
After starting with the Capitol 
theatre orchestra as a plain violin- 
ist, Ormandy soon rose to the post 
of conductor. This season he has 
substituted as conductor with the 
New York-Philharmonie and Phila- 
delphia Symphony orchestras. 


Lyman Leaving B’klyn 


On the premise that Abe Lyman’s 
radio hours are at such periods as 


to interfere with the proper run- 
ning of his engagement at the Fox, 
Brooklyn, the theatre has put 
Lyman’s band on notice to take ef- 
fect in four weeks. 

Lyman does three broadcasts cur- 
rently for CBS. 











Sunday Show Test 


(Continued from page 1) 





Sunday showing cannot establish if 
a draw will be developed on the 
Sabbath. Might take three or four 
Sundays to establish antyhing one 
way or another. The reason is that 


the class of playgoes who patron- 
izes legits rarely comes to Broad- 
way on Sundays. That may not ma- 
terially change, but the hope of the 
managers is that a special clientele 
would be developed from among the 
people who come to Broadway from 
suburban points each week-end. 
Equity appears to agree with this 
view. 

When it was announced that 
the three shows would g0 on 
for the relief fund Sunday, a 
protest was made by at least one 
religious organization. William A. 
Brady, who produced ‘Mouse’ and 
who has long championed the Sun- 
day idea, immediately challenged 
Dr. A. J. Milliken of the New York 
Sabbath Committee to debate the 
matter. The doctor apparently 
didn’t like the idea nor was he sure 
of what procedure to make against 
th: performances, Since no action 
could be taken prior to the alleged 


more the religious group decided 
on was delayed, while the manage- 
ments of the three shows stated the 
benefit performances would go on. 
Sentiment seemed clearly against 
the McMillan protest. No action 
was recorded up to Monday after- 
noon, 


Equity’s Special Meeting 


Next week Equity’s Council is ex- 
pected to order a special meeting of 
actors to consider the Sunday prop- 
osition. It is believed the member- 
ship wil. reverse itself, as Equity’s 
officials have already done, and vote 
in favor of the idea. After that 
step the legalizing of Sundays must 
be taken to Albany. While religious 
organizations are sure to line up 
against Sunday shows, a measure 
which would provide for local op- 
tion is expected to have favorable 
consideration. 

Theatre League, which is con- 
tacting the managers and unions 
on the Sunday matter, had an initial 
conference with William Canavan, 
head of the stage hands’ organiza- 
tion. Dr. Henry Moscowitz, for the 
League, stated after the session that 
the union end regarded the move- 
ment favorably. Canavan is quoted 
as having stated that he would give 
the Sunday show movement full 
co-operation. Further conferences 
are due and the removal of the rule 
for double pay on Sundays may be 
conceded by both stage hands and 
musicians. It was shown that no 
such rule applies to the major pic- 
ture and vaudeville theatres, but 





has always applied to legit. 


offense of Sunday playing, whatever’ 


— 


Mob Noise Stolen 


Raskin’s Mt. Debut 








Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Before leaving for New York 
by auto with Harry Akst, Wil- 


lie Raskin, the Mussolini of 
the Rocky Mountain Song 
Writers’ Protective Assn., an- 


nounced that henceforth he is 
to be addressed as William 
Raskin or nothing. 

Trip will mean Raskin’s first 
glimpse of his beloved Rockies. 
Will also scout any other hill- 
tops that can be used for lyric 
fodder. 


CREDITORS CHASE BELLE 
FROM RENO TO DALLAS 


Reno, Nev., Nov. 30. 


Four months in Reno was enough 
for Belle Livingston, whose New 
York night club ideas failed to click 
here sufficiently to ward off cred- 
itors of her cowshed resort. She has 
departed for Dallas, Texas. 

As a hostess, according to the 
creditors of the Reno resort, which 
is topped with a huge electric sign 
spelling out her name in full, Belle 
was hot, but as a manager she did 
not do so well. Her reputation as 
a hostess and the fact that crowds 
were jamming the cowshed made no 
impression on the bill collectors 
when money was not forthcoming 
the first of the month and Belle 
was told to pack up. After moving 
out once she moved in again as 
hostess only, but lasted only a 
couple of weeks. 

Her place as hostess in the resort 
has been taken by Betty Bayne, who 
learned something about night club 
activities at Sea Girt, N. J., where 
she was director of entertainment 
in Sea Girt Inn for a couple of 
years. 

The day after Belle departed for 
Dallas, where she will be hostess at 
the Bagdad Club, an abatement suit 
was filed against the barroom at the 
Reno resort and a padlock will be 
slapped on the door within next 
few days. Another barroom will 
probably be built next to one wear- 
ing padlock. The place is entirely 
separate from rest of resort. That’s 
the way they build ’em out here. 














GILLESPIE’S 2 NAMES 


Taking Under Own Management 
Ferdie Grofe and Wendall Hall 








Jimmy Gillespie has placed under 
contract for his direction Ferdie 
Grofe and Wendall Hall, each for 
three years. These are the first en- 
gagements made by Gillespie since 
he resigned recently as manager for 
Paul Whiteman. 

Grofe is well known in the trade. 
He is with the Whiteman band and 
has been its arranger for some 
years. Hall is a single entertainer, 
n the Majestic hour for three years. 
Gillespie is in negotiation with a 
couple of othe’ names, for exploita- 
tion and promotion. Gillespie han- 
died the Whiteman orchestra for 
several years. 


Complete Library of Ace Bands and 
from Air for Films 


y 


—s 


Hollywood, Nov. 39. 

Copping music from the air, re- 
cording it on dises and selling it in 
turn to independent picture pro- 
ducers, is an idea worked by a Ger- 
man musician to supply worthwhile 
background tunes and still avoid the 
copyrights. 

It’s one of the answers why or- 
chestral music gets into those pic- 


tures being turned out by shoe- 
stringers for $10,000 and less. 
Chap has a studio fitted out with 
a class radio and equipment for 
making discs. He works at any 


hour when worthwhile stuff is com- 
ing over the air and has records 
of all name bands with both classics 
and jazz. In his disc library is also 
fight crowd noise, football grand- 
stand material and all such sound 
that he has picked off the air for 
sale to picture makers. 

Only Four Bars 


Being a musician, the recorder is 
adept at avoiding the copyright 
regulations, inasmuch as he never 


uses more than the allowed four con- 
secutive bars in any of his pirated 
stuff. 

When a shoestringer wants musie 
for a certain section of his picture, 
the musician has a phonograph ar- 
rangement which permits him to use 
Six discs simultaneously, so con- 
trolled that he can take a bar or 
two from one, a bar or two frem 
another, and get a medley fitting 
the picture action, but so disguised 
that it can’t be recognized. At least 
not sufficiently to get him into copy- 
right difficulty. 

Library is also stocked with Ger- 
man material which is. similarly 
pirated to the film producers. He 
also ships stuff taken off the air 
here to be used in German produc- 
tions that have no chance of getting 
to this side of the Atlantic. 


Vallee Goes 15¢ 
On Durium Discs 
After Victor Split 


Rudy Vallee has engineered a 
recording deal with Durium, 15-cent 
disc maker. He split with Victor 
last week. His Durium contract 
runs for a year, starting in Janu- 
ary, 1932, when his present Victor 
term expires. 

On what basis Vallee will realize 
an income from the 15-cent records 
equal to his gross on the 75-cent 
Victor platters wasn’t revealed. 
Durium claims a circulation of 300,- 
000 on its specialization of one 
record weekly under a ‘hit of the 
week’ sales idea. 

Vallee’s break with Victor was re- 
ported to have occurred after the 
recorder assigned a song to another 
staff orchestra, Wayne King, over 
Vallee’s request for the same song. 


New and Old 


Billy Walters now manager of 
Chicago Donaldson music office. Re- 
places Art Stiller. 

Amy Congdon’s Broadway Syn- 
ecopators revue booked into New 
China restaurant in Troy, N. Y., last 

















week. Three shows nightly. 
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| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | 
And His 


SYMPHO-SYNCOPATORS 


Incorporated 
Just finished 20 sensational weeks at 
Hotel Gibson and WLW. Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Now En Route Ohio 
Theatres and RBaltrooms 


For Open Time Address Foster Egner, 
401 Palace Theatre Bidg., Cincinnati 








JACK CRAWFORD) 





“THE CLOWN FRINCE OF JAZZ” 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Currently Featured at 


GEO. OLSEN’S CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
Direction—Musie Corp. ef Amer. 


ROBBINS IN 

Jack Robbins arrives in New York 
from London today (Tuesday). 

He’s been in Europe for about six 
weeks 














| MAX FISHER | 


AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
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HIPPODROME, BUFFALO 
Exclusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


° Personal Representative 
H. HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Broadway New York 
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Englewood 

The RKO southsider goes dark 
Dec. 6, and the 10-act bill of last 
Tuesday night left no cause for 
fond recollections. There were a 
couple of bright spots, but these 
were only bright by comparison. 

Drafted from the house’s regular 
bill were Daisy and Arnold, who 
proved a mild opening act. They 
did some handbalancing bits, slow- 
ly paced and unimpressive. 

The Black and Tan Trio on sec- 
ond cut up a lot of buck and wing 
capers, promising and diverting in 
spots. It wasn’t easy to determine 
whether Inez Washburne, who fol- 
lowed, was a soprano or a contralto. 
This obviously was her first stage 
appearance, 

If the boys out front couldn't find 
anything laughable about the gags 
in something called the Four Life- 
savers they at least could take in 
the blonde in the skimpy bathing 
suit. If there were any points fa- 
voring this otherwise drab hodge- 
podge out of burlesque they were 
all hers. Robinson and Osborne, 
from the tryout list, got some pleas- 
ing harmony out of a harmonica 
and guitar. 

Prince Shar Bar put on his men- 
talist routine for a showing. His 
talk ran true to formula, as did the 
questions and answers. Nothing 
here that rates above the one-night- 
ers in the small towns. 

Roy Gordon with a new femme 
partner who takes the other half 
of the billing under the name of 
Dean came around for another ex- 


hibition of his new turn. Girl with 
him has charm, beauty and it,’ 
but the act still needs punch mate- 
rial. 

Monte and Carmo drew steady 
laughs in a Wahl and Dahl turn, 
not too much like the original. Har- 
rison and Dakin, joined by their son, 
threw together some bits from their 
old acts, but with curtailed results. 

Too much cacophony and an ab- 
sence of good musicianship should 
make listening to Walter Vaughan’s 
band a trial for the sensitive ear. 

‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) the fea- 
ture, 





Joe Cody last week closed his 
indie vaude booking office. 





Horace Walker is suing the city 
of Des Moines for $410.50 damages 
to his auto. The city’s fire truck 
crashed into it. Walker is with the 
Olmsted Players. 





Christy O’Brecht Players closed in 
Minnesota. Lew Henderson stock 
folded in Iowa. 





Ralph Juul and Edwin Woodward 
have joined the O. D. Woodward 
stock in St. Louis. 





Felix Barnum and Vincent Den- 
nis now with the ‘Blue Ghost’ com- 
pany. Jane Kermit placed with ‘Ten 
Nights in a Barroom’ (Studebaker). 





Frances Lee and Billy Dooley have 
been booked by Fanchon & Marco 





for ‘Swiss Movements’ Idea. 








(Continued from page 1) 
steering t'em out of the game for 
a big ‘score’ or touch elsewhere. 

Cne can scarcely name a hotel of 
size in the Times Square sector that 
has not incorporated a bridge room 


or rooms accommodate the de- 
mands of its guests and their 
visitors. And all are cashing in 


heavily on the current bridge craze. 

Most of the hotel games are oper- 
ated by elderly women and in many 
cases dowagers one would more 
frankly call passe. The promoters 
of these so-called bridge clubs 
usually charge $1 to play. And 
that’s not bad for Madame Use-to- 
be, who gets 20 tables going of a 
bridgey afternoon or _ evening. 
Twenty tables means eighty bucks 
for Madame, who generally figures 
her net profit at $3.25 a table, the 
hotel grabbing six bits per, or fif- 
teen smackers for an otherwise dark 
suite of rooms on the mezz. 

In the majority of these games 
the rule is that a quarter of a cent 
a point is the limit. But the regu- 
lar bridge addicts go strong for side 
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Bridge Fanatics 





bets which invariably run to an ad- 
ditional cent and a half a point. 
This elevation of the ante, gives 
sweet opportunity for chumps to 
drop from fifty to seventy-five ber- 
ries during the course of a session. 


Sharks Get Aboard 


Card cheaters who once confined 
their predatory activities to trans- 
continental trains and the ocean 
liners are now giving the hotel and 
apartment house bridge emporiums 
a great play. Some of Broadway’s 
own out-and-out racketeers who 
find the dress shirt no enemy to 
features and comfort are now play- 
ing bridge nightly in the bridge 
clubs in the swankier hotels spotted 
east of the main stem and making 
it pay the weekly overhead at least. 

The widespread popularity of 
contract bridge is due mainly to the 
fact that anyone who plays the 
game a half dozen times considers 
himself expert at it, qualified to tell 
his partner how he might improve 
his game or even declare that he 
wants to write a book about it. 
Others playing the game with luck 
in their favor a few times, are cer- 
tain that if they so desired they 
could make a living at it and don’t 
hesitate to say so. 

Several of the legitimate bridge 
clubs in New York, such as the New 
York Bridge Club and Knicker- 
bocker Bridge Club are run on an 
exclusive limited membership basis. 
In these clubs there is no pay-off 
after the games, the score slips go- 
ing to the cashier and the amount 
won or lost credited or debited on 
the members’ accounts. In these 
clubs 40 or more tables are going 
every night, providing accommoda- 
tions for 160 players and the games 
are often played for 25c. a point and 
the loss of a rubber of 1,000 points 
means $250 to a player. That sort 
of game can be compared to a $20 
limit poker game, since during the 
course of a bridge session a man 
can win or lose $2,500. 

In one of the prominent bridge 
clubs in New York recently a so- 
called expert following a game crit- 
icized his partner’s play. The part- 
ner, a professional gambling house 
operator, who has been making an 
intensive study of the game, offered 
to play the expert a rubber at 25c. 
a point and give him back 50% of 
the amount he lost, in other words, 
the professional gambler was will- 
ing to lay 2 to 1 on his chances of 
winning. In reply to the challenge 
the expert said: ‘It’s against my 
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Shoes for the Suow and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


policy to play bridge for high stakes. 
If I won people would say I was 
taking advantage of a sucker. And 
besides in a short game I'd have 
nothing te gain and everything to 
lose because even suckers can hold 
good cards.’ 


$10,000 Year Amateurs! 


Contract bridge is now big busi- 
ness for those who have mastered 
the game, yet expert bridge players 
shudder at the word professional. 
A reporter asked one of the fore- 
most exponents of the game, if pro- 
fessional players like himself found 
actual pleasure in playing the game 
after having made a business of it, 
and the expert nearly broke a blood 
vessel in denunciation of the term 
‘professional’ as applied to him. He 
only writes magazine articles on the 
game, gives lectures, conceives na- 
tion-wide contests to prove the su- 
periority of his system of play over 
that of other recognized experts. He 
insisted that he was an amateur and 
plays with amateurs regularly. 
Okay, then he’s an amateur, but 
he’s as good as Bobby Jones is with 
a bag of clubs. But Jones as an 
amateur beat all the professionals 
who opposed him before retiring. It 
seems then that there are no profes- 
sional bridge players, but in New 
York alone, according to conserva- 
tive estimates, there are 5,000 men 
and women who average $10,000 a 
year in one way or another from 
contract bridge. 

As in all forms of gambling, once 

the bug seizes them otherwise se- 
date married women will go to 
extremes to win at bridge, especially 
when they become distressed for 
funds. Many of the cheating fems 
encountered at bridge games are 
teamed up, and while they can’t do 
anything with the cards they have 
carefully prepared and rehearsed a 
series of signals by means of which 
they tip each other off what to bid 
and what cards to lead. Like all 
cheaters they tip off their racket by 
making a series of unnatural plays. 
It is these fem cheaters that the 
card sharps, readily interpreting the 
signals, go to work on mainly 
around a bridge table. With his 
ability to manipulate the cards, the 
card sharp starts sending out big 
hands to his partner whenever he 
deals. It then settles down to a.card 
duel between amateur and profes- 
sional cheaters, with the latter pair 
invariably getting the money. 
The bridge racket has annihilated 
the afternoon tea dansant in most of 
the class hotels around New York. 
But it couldn’t knock off the gigolo. 
He merely changed his scene of 
operation. He can sit down now 
while at work and that’s so much 
more comfortable than dancing off 
this heiress or that should-be-a- 
mother-if-not-a grandma. Another 
angle of the bridge racket is the 
duplicate bridge tournaments held 
usually on Sunday nites in the clubs 
operated in the hotels around Times 
Square. For these events at $2 per 
person admission charge is in effect 
and the fem turning in the highest 
score for the night gets a pewter 
loving cup. In the old days on 
Broadway when tea dansants where 
in style the ample bosomed girls and 
their gigolos went to Rector’s, Max- 
ims, the old Cadillac and the Bal 
Tabarin to take part in old-fash- 
ioned waltz and fox trot contests. 
The prize for the winning couple in 
those days was also a silver (pew- 
ter) loving cup. In many a New 
York home the old tarnished cup 
won in an afternoon of dancing at 
Rector’s or Maxims is arrayed with 
one or more recently won at a Sun- 
day duplicate bridge soiree. 


Started With Hoyle 


Books on bridge are innumerable. 
One publisher is in his fortieth edi- 
tion of one expert’s version of the 
game. As a matter of record these 
treatises are mainly rewrites of 
Hoyle’s book on whist, Hoyle hav- 
ing originated the game early in the 
17th century. Contract bridge is 
merely a modernized form of the 
old game of whist. 

However, bridge is a great racket 
and most of the smart boys and 
girls believe that the sure $20 a day 
they can make either by playing or 
operating a game is well worth their 
time and attention during the pres- 
ent period of stress. But that’s the 
small fry angle. The whopper-slant 
is that held by the slick con man 
who finds that ability to play bridge 
can get him into homes and in con- 
tact with people that he could not 
have access to otherwise. It’s the 
entree that counts with the con 
man. And what a sweetheart bridge 
is for the larceny-hearted. 

Legitimate business, too, has har- 
nessed bridge as an asset. Many a 
salesman depends on his bridge 
playing ability to get him in close 
proximity with this or that big shot 
who can toss an order or a commis- 
sion his way. 





Poker and pinochle are seldom 
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Following cast assignments were 
made in Coast studios last week: 


Marie Prevost, ‘Bad Timber,’ 
Pathe. 
John Miljan, ‘Silent Sentinel,’ 
Metro. 


Esther Howard, Frank Fay pic- 
tures, Col. 

Don Alvarado, ‘Lady With a 
Past,’ Pathe. 

Joyce Compton, Genevieve Mitch- 
ell, Slim Summerville short, U. 

Lois Wilson, Dukie Moore, ‘Old 
Man Minick,’ WB. 

Leuise Closser Hale, 
Played God,’ WB. 


‘Man Who 


Sally Eilers, El Brendel, ‘Disor- 
derly Conduct,’ Fox. 
Cornelius Keefe, John Roche, 


‘Lady With a Past,’ Radio. 

Richard Carle, Charles Judels, 
Barbara Leonard, ‘One Hour With 
You,’ Par. 

Gladys Lehman on script with 
Earle Snell and Edward Luddy, 
‘Cobblestones,’ U. 

Nan Preston, Josephine Dunn, 
Gloria Grey, Katherine Ward, ‘Air 
Eagles,’ Darmour. 

Warner Bros.-First National have 
puffed Warren Williams’ billing up 
to stardom for ‘The Mouthpiece.’ 
Principal cast ‘Impatient Maiden,’ 
starting at U Monday: Lew Ayres, 
Mae Clarke, Una Merkel, John Hol- 
liday. 

Leonard Carey, Harry Templeton, 
George Pearce, Reginald Barlow, 
‘Second Chances,’ Par. 

Pat O’Brien, Mae Clarke, Mary 
Doran, James Donlin, Morgan Wal- 
lace, Bradley Page, Phil Tead, My- 
ron Marsh and Lydia Knott, ‘Final 
Edition,’ Col. 

Lew Cody, Clara Kimball Young, 
William Collier, Jr.,George E. Stone, 
June Clyde, Mary Nolan, Herbert 
Bunston, Crauford Kent, ‘File 113,’ 
Allied. 

Complete cast of ‘Texas Sheriff,’ 
Columbia: Marceline Day, Arthur 


Rankin, Robert Ellis, Dot Farley, 

Dorothy Grainger and Harry Toda. 

Lambert Hillyer, directing. 
One-eyed Connelly’s fan photos, 


Leon Lance now with Jerry 
agency to handle foreign talent. 
Dorothy Mackaill attended KFWR 
orchestra rehearsals when Neil 
Miller warbled a night. 


Joe Sherman is almost a bachelor 
these days, with the wife, Mary 
Doran, working steadily. 

Siamese Ambassador to the Unite 
ed States, A. Sampati, dropped in at 
Par on his way to Washington. 

Wife of Charles Gabriel, KNX 
program mgr., recovering from a 
serious operation at the Hollywooa 
hospital. 

L. E, Clark, former Pathe souna 
head, now has an RCA license and 
two sound trucks for indie recording, 

Because of publishers’ meetings in 
the east, Louis Bernstein has de. 
layed his western trip until the mide 
dle of December. 

Following the next committee 
meeting of the Studio Club, Dec. 8, 
welcome-home luncheon wil] be 
given to Mrs. Cecil B. DeMille, vice. 
chairman. 

Garrett Fort, who goes off the 
Pathe contract writing staff Dec. 20, 
will Christmas in New York and 
stay for the opening of his new play 
on Broadway in January. 

An old Benny Leonard serial is the 
current attraction at Carthay Circle, 
One chapter a day is run to comply 
with the theatre’s contract to keep 
house open. Admish is one dime, 
but no takers. 

With the removal of the Freed. 
Powers head office to N. Y., Tubby 
Garron, who remains as local rep, 
will double up with Jack Archer of 
Donaldson to occupy the second floor 
of the Conrad music building, across 
the street from the old F-P head- 
quarters. 


ayer 





mentioned in social gatherings these 
days, but let anyone say ‘bridge’ 
and immediately the tables and 
cards are brought out and for the 
rest of the afternoon or evening no 
conversation unless it has to do with 
bridge can get a hearing. One must 
talk of the famous bridge names 
with the respect an old Greek would 
chatter of a little tin-god. So put it 
all together and take apart, anyway 
you wish and bridge becomes, in- 
directly, just about one of the most 
flourishing of present-day rackets. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 36) 


London 


Week of Nov. 30 


ASTORIA 
Brixton 


Helen Howell 3 
Finsbury Park 
Godowsky Bd Show 
Nicholl Sis 
Howard & Hollow'y 
Charles Robbins 
Graham Crawford 
3 Bredwins 

Old Kent Road 














Yra & Ottare 
George Lacy 
Howe & Young 
La Cuvelliers 


MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
‘Jewel Bracelet’ 
Plaza Tiller Girls 
Helliwell Sis 
Edna Squire-Brown 


Albert Sandler 3 NEWCASTLE 
Streatham Paramount 
June Dancers 15 Romanos 
DUBLIN VICTORIA 
Capitol Palace 
Kathlee Tafla Lee Donn 


ao PARK | 3 Sanger Bros 





pire Wright & Marion 
George Clarke Co Randolph Sutton 
Doray Sis Kafka Stanley & M 
Coram 4 Chaps 
4 Phillips Harold Bros 


Provincial 


BIRMINGHAM 3 Wiere Bros 
Empire Rich Hayes 
Victor Moreton Yost & Clady 
Bu-Bu Eddie Peabody 


Lington Sis AJ Powers 
Nat Mills & Bobbie NEWPORT 
N Yokota Empire 


Gertie Gitana 
GH Elliott 
Sammy Shields 
Ted Ray 

Dean & Ross 

8 Dancing Maids 
Alma Victoria 
Chester's Dogs 


Radio Writers 


(Continued from page 51) 
tremely low in proportion to the 
work involved. 

Average 1£-minute air script runs 
from 1,000 to 2,000 words. Several 
turn out more than that. One writer 
delivering a 2,200-word script 
nightly for a network commercial 
is on a six-day week basis and 
grinds out close to 700,000 words a 
year for this program alone. 
Besides the pay being out of pro- 
porti n to the work required, there 
is also an unfair contrast between 


Lillian Burgiss 
‘The Charladies’ 
5 Sherry Bros 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Horace Goldin 
Mayer & Kitson 
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the incomes of writers and other 
radio people they contend. The 
writers claim that excepting artists 
who contribute their special talents, 
the radio author does more for the 
majority of radio programs than 
anyone else. Yet, they point out, 
their incomes are exceeded many 
times by some radio execs whose 
chief duty is to declare themselves 
in for commission on artist and 
writers’ salaries, 





LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail te 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING of 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 

BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 











Alison May 


Benoit Mac J 
Burns Paul 


Lehr Lew 
Lowe Mary 


Manuiller Maurice 
Morgan Fred 


Greene Helen A Mortensen Mort 


Kingsbury Howard 
Leftivitg Alexand’r’ Symonds Patsy 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


Clayton Dolores M | Saunders Leeland 
Rogers Wilson 
Sandiford Molly 


Rippa Bob 





Walton Mary 








ASSOCIATE YOUR FACE 
WITH YOUR NAME 


Have your favorite photo or snapshot in 
miniature (circle or oval) on your per- 
sonal card for as little as $2.50 the first 
hundred; larger quantities special rates, 
Send check or money order, photo and & 
sample of your card (if preferred) to 
PERSONAL PHOTOCARD CO., 216 East 


45th St., New York City. 


aS BOOKLET ON How | 
*TO MAKE UP: 
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The Leading ond 
Largest 
agooser™ 

FACT 
in the United States 


The only factory 9 


makes any set of RB 
—made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 


277-279 Columbus Ave 
San Francisco. Cal. 
Free cannon 








DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
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15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 
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ROBT. AMES FOUND DEAD 


IN HIS HOTEL ROOM 


Robert Ames, 42, noted stage’and 
screen player, was found dead in 
his apartment in the Hotel Del- 
monico, New York, Friday (27), 
clad in a dressing gown. A prelim- 
inary examination assigned hemor- 
rhage of the bladder as the prob- 
able cause Cf his death, but an 
autopsy was ordered performed, 
which developed no positive finding. 

Ames was to have had a confer- 
ence with a Broadway producer 
looking to the appearance of him- 
self and Ina Claire in ‘Interview,’ a 
two-character play. It is reported 
he was due to start in a picture 
at the Paramount Astoria studio 
yesterday (30). 

Ames had registered at the hotel 
on Sat. (21), expecting Miss Claire 
to.arrive in town following Satur- 
day (28) for the conference, but:a 
wire found in his room read: ‘Dar- 
ling, I am necessarily delayed. Ina’ 

Tle hotel reported Ames had put 
in three_calls for Miss Claire in 
Hollywood on Thursday, | finally 
speaking to her at 2:04 a. m., east- 
ern. time. 

On Thanksgiving 
been ‘ii company with his father 
and Allen Fagin, the brother of 
Miss Claire. The latter remained 
with the actor until about nine that 
evening. 

Ames had been married and di- 
vorcéd' four times. Fagin is the last 
person known to have seen him 
alive. 

In’ Ames’ room were found | six 
bottles of liquor, part of which had 
been consumed, and about 100 sleep- 
ing powders, 

Hollywood gossip had reported 
Ames engaged to Miss Claire, 
though this had been denied through 
a non-divorce between Miss Claire 
and Jack Gilbert. Miss Claire is re- 
ported from Hollywood to. have been 
prostrated. by the news of his death. 





day Ames had 


Ames was first married in 1907 
to a Bronx girl, non-pro. They 
had .two. children. His next, mar- 


riage was to Frances Goodrich and 
later to Vivienne Segal. In 1928 he 


married Helen Muriel Oakes, so- 
eiety girl, who .divorced him last 
year’ in. Los Angeles. alleging 


cruelty. This marriage precipitated 
a breach of promise suit against 
Ames. brought by Helen Lambert, 
New York night club hostess, 

Ames’ most successful stage ap- 
pearance was in ‘Holiday,’ with Ann 
Harding. He had alternated be- 
tween the stage and screen for 
fbout 10 years. 





_” James N, Quigley 


Rochester, N. Y.,-Nov. 39. 

James N. Quigley, 57, president of 
the ‘Theatrical Mutual Association, 
died here Nov. 28. He was born 
in Memphis, and engaged in the the- 
atre business there until 10 years 
ago, when he left to become sales 
manager for a corn products com- 
pany. , 

Mrs. Mary McManus Quigley, 
widow, survives. 


Funeral tomorrow (1). 


MITCHELL A SUICIDE 


Former Manager of N. Y. Vaude 
Houses Dead in Kansas City 





Harry Mitchell, 57, former RKO 
house manager in New York and 
Rochester, committed suicide in 
Kansas City recently, according to 
word received in the east last week. 
No reason is given for the self de- 
struction. 

Mitchell had managed the River- 


side and later had charge of the 
Jefferson. Prior to coming to New 


York he had managed the Temple 
Rochester. Several years ago he be- 
came manager of a health resort in 
Palm Springs, Cal. 

His widow and 
Vive, 


son, Jack, sur- 


‘Dancing Dan’ Lynch 

‘Dancing Dan’ Lynch, former 
vaude dancer and later an _ in- 
Structor, died Nov. 19 at his home 
in San Francisco. He is survived 
by three brothers and a sister, 


JOHN BARNES 
John Barnes, San Francisco vaude 
agent, died Nov. 26 in that city. 
Before going into the agency busi- 
ness, Barnes was a vaude actor, of 
Barnes and Lorrain. 





The mother, 73, of William Des- 
mond, picture actor, died Nov. 25 in 
Los Angeles. 


LEO C. TELLER 


Manager of Weber and 
Fields Dies at 72 





Former 


Leo C. Teller, 72, died at his home 
in Brooklyn Nov. 28. <A brother-in- 
law of Lew Fields, he was the man- 
ager of Weber and Fields for many 
years and largely responsible for 
the success of the music hall at 
Broadway and 29th street, where 
the team achieved their greatest 
fame. Later Mr. Teller took over a 
theatre in Brooklyn and conducted 
it very successfully. He retired from 


theatricals about three years ago. 
Survived by his wife and two 
daughters. 

Interment was in Salem Field 


cemetery yesterday (30). 


Theo. Wharton, Creator 
Of Film Serials, Dies 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

Theodore Wharton, 56, originator 
of motion picture serials, died here 
Nov. 27 from a lingering illness. 
Though at one time he was very 
wealthy, his fortune was dissipated 
and he was buried by the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund. 

Theodore and his brother, 
pold Wharton, brought to 
tures Pearl White, 
Marguerite Snow, 
Crane Wilbur, Irene 
many others, through the medium 
of their chapter plays, which at 
one time were a fuling craze. 


Leo- 
the pic- 
James Cruze, 
Milton Sills 

Castle and 


In 1913 they built a studio in 
Ithaca, N. Y., Theodore acting as 
director, while Leopold (who. died 


two years ago) looked: after the 
business end. They operated ‘this 
studio until the outbreak of the war, 
when the building was taken over 
and the Whartons moved to Chi- 
cago to join the old Essanay. 

They came to the coast 10 years 
ago to make serials for Pathe, but 
the episode film was on the wane 
and they were unable to adapt 
themselves to the change to feature 
production. 

Deceased is survived by his wife 
and a sister. - 


Wish Wynne, British Air 
And Stage Star, Dies 


London, Nov. 13. 

Wish Wynne, a famous radio 
star on this side, died in a London 
hospital, aged 39, having kept her 
illness a sécret for months. There 
were several operations before the 
end, 

Her first visit to the States, 
where she sang Cockney songs, was 
a great success, but the second ven- 
ture failed to repeat. 

As Janet Cannot in. Bennett's 
‘The Great Adventure,’ she scored 
her biggest London success, the 
play running 600 performances, 

She never approached the same 
peak on the. stage again, but 
emerged as an English star on 
radio. 

In an act called Thorpe and Co. 
she started her career on_ the 
vaudeville stage in 1909. It .was 
when playing in this act that she 
persuaded Frank Glenister, of the 
Pavilion, to give her an audition 
as a single act. 

She was. successful. Her first 
week’s salary as a_ single was 
around $57, but she became a rage 
and appeared in every vaudeville 
theatre in England, going round the 
world afterward. 








MAURICE BOUKAY DIES 
Paris, Nov. 21. 

Maurice Boukay, 65, well known 
popular song writer, died in Paris 
after a short illness. His author's 
pseudonym was the anagram of his 
real name, Charles Couyba, under 
which. name he really was a pol- 
itician who became twice Minister, 
once of Commerce and then of La- 
bor. 

As a senator he had always been 
propagandizing art. 


GRACE DELMORE DEAD 

Grace Delmore, 43, former actress. 
and in private life the wife of 
Thomas Curran, RKO agent, died 
Nov. 22 in New York of heart trou- 
ble. 

Miss Delmore had been married 
twice, ‘her first husband being Billy 
Arlington, comedian, from whom 
she was divorced. Besides her hus- 
band, she is survived by a sister, 
Sadie Harrigan, also formerly on 
the stage. Interment in Brooklyn 

Walter A. Shannon, in private life 
the husband of Leona La Marr, the 
‘Girl with 1,000 Eyes,’ vaude mind 
reader, died in Englewood hospi- 








tal, Englewood, N. J., Nov. 28. 


‘his remaining years on the Con- 


CHICKEN BONE PROVES 
FATAL TO LYA DE PUTTI 


Lya De Putti, 32, Hungarian ac- 
tress, died Nov. 27 in Harbor San- 
itarium, New York. Pneumonia re- 
sulted, following an operation for 
an infection which developed after 
the actress had a chicken bone re- 
moved from her throat. 

Bone became lodged in the ac- 
tress’ throat Nov. 19. After an X- 
ray examination an operation was 
performed. Her condition became 
worse and infection followed. An- 
other operation was followed by a 
slight rally and then pneumonia de- 
veloped. For 24 hours prior to her 
death Miss De Putti was uncon- 
scious. She is survived by her 
mother, sister and two brothers, all 
living in Budapest. 

Miss De Putti first appeared in 
pictures in Germany. She first 
came to the United States in 1926. 
Her first stage appearance here 
was ‘Made in France,’ a year ago. 
She began her career as a dancer, 
with her best picture generally ad- 
judged to be ‘Variety’ with Emil 
Jannings. 

She came to this country under 





contract to Paramount but also 
worked for D. W. Griffith and 
others. 





ANDREW HATHAWAY DEAD 


New England Showman 
Passes On 


Veteran 


Andrew. E. Hathaway, 84, New 
England showman, died Nov. 283 at 
his home in New Bedford, Mass. He 
had been identified with racing 
stables, outdoor promotion and the- 
atre building and operation. 

His first outside show connection 
came when he took Peter’: Johnson, 
a Gay Head Indian and one of the 
heroes of the ‘City of Columbus’ 
steamship disaster off Gay Head, 
Jan. 18, 1884, for a tour of the coun- 
try. 

In show producing he was with 
several ‘Uncle Tom Cabin’ outfits 
on the road produced by Anthony & 
Ellis. He also had a traveling mu- 
seum, a pantomime show, Humpty 
Dumpty concert tours and among 
them Maggie Mitchell. 

Mr. Hathaway owned Hathaway's 
theatre in New Bedford, and in ad- 
dition to running it with vaude and 
stock he had interests in other N. 
E. towns. He and Michael S. Shee- 
dy were partners in theatrical op- 
eration, which included the Savoy 
theatre, New Bedford, 

He also owned the Hathaway ad- 
vertising agency, which operated a 
billposting plant. He retired sev- 
eral: years ago. 

Interment in New Bedford. 


Meary Lowenfeld, 72, 


Once London Stager 


Paris, Nov. 21. 

Henry Lowenfeld died here, aged 
72. To the present generation of 
show people and theatre-goers he 
was unknown, but once was prom- 
inent in England. 

Born in Poland, he went to Lon- 
don as a boy, and made money as 
a dealer in securities. Without pre- 
vious experience, he suddenly ap- 
peared as a theatrical impresario in 
connection with musical shows, first 
at the Prince of Wales’ theatre. 
Later he built the Apollo, where he 
produced ‘Kitty Grey,’ ‘The Girl 
from Kay’s,’ ‘Veronique,’ and others. 

Identified for many years with 
London’s night life, he suddenly 
dropped out of the picture there, 
due to ill-health, and spent most of 





tinent. 
F. P. KENNEDY DEAD 

Frank P. Kennedy, 81, vaude 
writer, died suddenly at his home 
in Boston recently of heart trouble. 

Kennedy was born in Chicago 
and is survived by his widow and 
a daughter, Mrs. Joseph A. Attridge. 
living in Peoria, Ill. Interment in 





| Pepperell 





Cemetery, Boston. 





Dies of Burns 
London, Nov. 21. 
Muriel Ward, a Shakespearian ac- 
tress, died at Cheltenham, England, 
Nov. 12, from burns received in an 
accident. She toured America with 
Sir Ben Greet. 
Her husband, Stanley Ward, was 
in show business in South Africa. 





ALBERT MONDELLO 
Albert Mondello, 58, partner in 
the Pomeroy & Mondello medicine 
show, died in a Lebanon, Pa., hos- 
pital of appendicitis. He was a 
Canadian Indian, in show business 
forty years. j 





'YOUNGER KILLS SELF: 


| day. 


jrived in 


Acts Guaranteed Less, Tied Up 
Tighter in New Outdoor Deals 








> 
Carnival Burns Up Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Hisminehais Mow. 98 Entire fair booking field is under- 
lit pete ting going changes, caused by the red 


The Rock City Shows, carnivai in 
winter quarters at Jasper, was de- 
stroyed by fire last week. 

Fifteen 
trucks, three tractors, a number of | 
tents and other things went up in|} 
smoke. Origin of fire was unknown. | 

Damage between $30,000 and $40,- | 
000. R. C. Turner, one of owners, 
is in Florida. 





concessions, six rides, six 


FOLKS SAY ACCIDENT 


Hollywood, Nov. 30. 

A. P. Younger, 41, screen. writer. 
died Sunday (29) from a self-in- 
flicted bullet wound in Hollywood. 
Family says the shooting was acci- 
dental, but police are checking sui- 
cide possibilities. 

Younger, until recently, was un 
der a Metro contract. Last; week 
he started a story at Tec Art for Al 
Mannon, 





NS ey Sena 


Survived by a widow and step- 
son. 
Albert Donnelly 
Albert Donnelly, 43, actor, died 


Nov. 22 of tumor of the brain fol- 
lowing an illness of seven months 
which had foreed his retirement 
from the stage. 

Mr. Donnelly 
graphic artist, 
known as 
with 
six 


was ae shadow- 
and in vaude was 
‘the fellow who laughs 
his hands.’ When a lad only 
years old he was adopted by 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Svengali, with 
whom he had lived at their home, 
16212 84th drive, Jamaica, L. I. Be- 
sides his foster parents he is sur- 
vived by a sister, Elsie Perry, who 
appeared with the Svengalis in their 
musical thought transmission act, 

Donnelly for two seasons was with 
the Sarah Bernhardt show and two 
years with Harry Lauder on tour. 

The body was cremated at Fresh | 
Pond cemetery. 


RADIO PIONEER DEAD 
Denver, Nov. 30. 
Dr. William D. Reynolds, 37, 
pioneer broadcaster in Colorado and 
operator of KLZ here, died Nov. 27. 
Dr. Reynolds started broadcasting 
in Colorado Springs 12 years ago. 
He is survived by wife, son, pa- 
rents and brother and sister. 





Tax to Support NVA 





(Continued from page 30) 
NVA needs, with the rest to be 
raised by some other means, 

How the employed acts could be 
induced to part freely with the 1% 
a week of their salary is another 
question tha‘ hasn’t been cleared up. 


This seems particularly tangled 
against past evidence showing that 
the NVA, with the same purpose 


in mind, has had a difficult time col- 
lecting $10 a year membership dues. 
\Vorking Acts 

When the 1% plan was originally 
submitted to the managers. by 
Walter C. Kelly and Henry Chester- 
field for approval, the proposers 
based their figures on an average of 
1,500 working acts at al] times. The 
number of steadily working variety 
acts at ~-esent is around 700. I[n- 
stead of the $250,000 to $300,000 
yearly which Kelly and Chesterfield 
figured could be secured, the con- 
siderably lower number of working 
acts might reduce the total] to $100,- 
000 or lers. In V.M.A. houses the 
number of working acts is even 
less, 

As the NVA for charitable and 
social purposes needs from $30),- 
000 to $400,000 yearly to operate— | 
conservative estimate—there would 
still be deficit. The Keilly-Ches- 
terfield suggestion for raising this 
amount inveo'ves a benefit show once | 
yearly by around 100. theatre 
throughout the country. 

The week before Nathan Burkan 
attorney for the 
of the NVA in 
stated the affair would be 
upon return of Robert 
from abroad. This 
been done, 
Newman is 
clubhouse 





manager-members 


the NVA matter 
settled 


Newman 


has not as yet 
declared yester 
tne NVA 
counsel. He ar- 
Wednesday (25) 
Later yesterday it was reporte 


that those concerned were attempt- 


actor- 
laction s 


‘Tew York 


} proximately 25 


ink splashed over’ the outdoors last 
season. Acts, as usual, are getting 
the short end of the deal on the new 
now being .drawn up by 
the agencies. 

Agencies are offering the acts ap- 
, the new 
the acts 

This is 
with the demands made last 
the fair secretaries and 
likely to be the coming 
Same shows for less money 


contracts 


> less on 
agreements, far 
J 


have accepted the slashes. 


and so 


in line 
year by 
repeated 


season. 


is the insistent statement of the 
fairs, and because of the losses 
netted last seasdn it’s odds that 


they get their wish. 

There’s going to be plenty of 
under-selling among the agencies 
due to the.increase in competition. 
Competition was. not as noticeable 
as in other lines; since agencies 
each had certain: sections to them- 
either from’ tradition or 
geographical locations. Last year, 
however, the toughness generally 
sent the agencies into each other's 
field. Where formerly there were 
only two or three agencies bidding 
on dates, last season saw. 10 agents 
bargaining for the $500 and $600 
shows, shows which the bigger of- 
fices used to ignore. 

More Agents 

Another angle is the increase in 
the number of agencies in the field. 
They seem to feel instinctively that 
the time is come to cut up the busi- 
ness which in the past has been 
controlled by a handful of offices. 
Besides in the west there's the be- 


selves, 


lief that the eastern fair agencies 
have quit their reciprocity agree- 


ments and Will invade the west next 
season. 

This belief brings a new clause 
in the contracts. In the past the 
representative offices had contracts 
which gave the agencies exclusive 
right over the act for only the fair 
and park season, listed in the con- 
tracts from four to 10 weeks, de- 
pending on the calibre of the act. 
For the exclusive rights, the bigger 
agencies would ‘guarantee the acts 
their salariés- for this period 
whether they worked cr not. 

New ‘Clause 
been changed, 
ing to the ‘first agreements 
drawn up this early in the year, 
The guarantee clause has been 
wiped cut by thé’ agencies generally. 
Some of the‘better acts, which used 
to be able to call for as much as 
10 weeks of guarantees, are making 
a stand for their play-or-play con- 
tracts and getting’ them: But 
the cheaper’ turns, which used ‘to 
be satisfied with four and six weeks 
of guarantees, aren’t getting them 
at all, 

Exclusive rights, instead of be- 
ing done away with together with 
the guarantees, are, on the con- 
trary, increased. Where the exelu- 
sive clause formerly covered the 
summer season of 10 weeks, the 
contracts now read ‘season of. 1932.’ 

This move is the freeze-out.mo- 
tion by agencies against rivals, and 
is attempt of formerly specialized 
agencies to spread out over the en- 
tire outdoors field. By getting a 
02 weeks exclusive, agencies which 
used to deal only in certain locali- 
ties, are now able to dig into new 
sections of the country. Since fairs 
have different show dates, accord- 
ing to their situation in the north, 
south and west, these agencies fig- 
ure to be able to extend their work- 
ing time, 


This has aceord- 


being 


Fair Talks ‘Assessment’ 


Hudson Falls, N. Y., Nov. 30. 
Another old-established Northern 


New York fair is in financial diffi- 
culties. The Washington County 
Agricultural Society of Hudson 
Falls has a net indebtedness of 
$26,141.41, it was disclosed at the 
annual meeting. 

Among the methods proposed to 
meet part of the deficit and tide the 
association over the present emer- 
cency is the donation of $100 each 

* 100 members. 

For current week (Nov. 30-De 

Bun Gaine He, Fla., 30-12, 
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ing to get in touch with Ed Schiller 
of Loew's for a meeting. Schiller is 
’ representative in the 
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HELD OVER FOR | 
A SECOND WEEK 
ON HIS FIFTH 
ENGAGEMENT 
WITHIN TEN 
MONTHS AT THE @ | : 
ORIENTAL IN 
CHICAGO......... 


Of Course 
we're proud f | 
2 Holding over an attraction 5 
for a second week is no nov- 
elty in show business. But when & 
that attraction has played. : 
four previous record-smashing | 
engagements at that theatre, 


and is held over on the fifth 
one..: it's SENSATIONAL ! 


#3 ) 
Cllanagement 


MILLS DANCE ORCHESTRAS 1 INC. 
150 WEST 46m STREET NEW YORK CITY 
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“CREATOR of a NEW VOGUE 
in AMERICAN MUSIC ! 














